
One Health

- addressing health threats in the animal-human-environment interface; 

- designing and implementing programmes, policies, legislation and research;

- inter and transdisciplinarity, collaboration across sectors. 
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One Health
Increasing food production - soil erosion, decrease in 

biodiversity, environmental pollution

Globalization and easy access to travel - transboundary 

diseases - contagious to animals, economic threat - food 

safety and food security on the top of concerns, with 

significant impact on food costs and availability

Natural disasters fires and floods - routes for pathogens, 

chemicals, heavy metals, and other pollutants that can 

contaminate the air, water, and environment in which we live, 

and produce food

One Health and Sustainable 

Development Goals 

Food safety in the process 

of food system 

transformation

Unsafe food creates a vicious cycle of disease and 

malnutrition.

Achieving food security, improving nutrition

and promoting sustainable/ renewable 

agriculture can only be achieved when food is safe.

US$110 billion is lost each year in productivity and medical costs resulting from 

unsafe food in low- and middle-income countries; children under 5 bear 40% of the 

burden of foodborne illness, with 125,000 deaths each year; foodborne diseases 

impede socio-economic development by bottlenecking health systems and 

affecting national economies, tourism and trade. 

The WHO, May 2019: every year, more than 600 million people get sick and 

420,000 die from eating food contaminated with biological and chemical agents, 

resulting a loss of 33 million healthy life years

The agricultural and agri-food sectors are the main pillar of 

employment and a major driver of sustainable economic 

development and poverty reduction. 

Traditional food markets are part of the culture of 

communities and are an important source of livelihood for 

millions of people.

As such, unsafe food can cause economic losses and increase 

the rate of unemployment in agri-food sectors (WHO, 2022).

Economic losses associated with unsafe food are both lost household income and 

health care costs due to foodborne illness; 

- Refusal of food exports; 

- overburden health systems and compromise economic growth, trade and tourism.

To change the way our society produces and consumes foods.

Food system stakeholders must play an active role in changing unsustainable 

consumption and production patterns and promote social and economic 

development within the carrying capacity of ecosystems.

The pandemic crisis has demonstrated that the role of 

partnerships to ensure sustainable, inclusive and resilient 

development is more essential and urgent than ever.

The partnership is needed for regional and global challenges 

to be solved such as climate change, foodborne diseases and 

others, and the vital need for multi-stakeholder 

collaboration to collectively build more inclusive, resilient 

and sustainable societies.

In the context of the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, One Health supports the ambitions of the SDGs to anchor health in 

development, recognizing that good health and contribute to the achievement of development objectives and to the prosperity and protection of the environment, on 

the basis of social and economic justice. 
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