
WWF-CEE as Horizon Europe consortium partner, 2026



Our purpose: Together, for nature and 

people.

We are here to catalyse solutions to save 

the globally important forests, rivers, 

wetlands and species in the “Green Heart 

of Europe”, for a sustainable future for

nature and people.
WWF-CEE (2026)

● 7 countries, 7 entities

● 215 staff (FTE)

● €12 m budget



What makes WWF-CEE a good Horizon Europe partner (1)

Regional Expertise and Presence:

WWF Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) has a strong, well-

established on-the-ground presence in the region. Our deep 

understanding of local ecological, social, and political contexts 

ensures that projects are tailored to address region-specific 

challenges in natural resource management and climate resilience.

Proven Track Record in Conservation and Restoration:

WWF CEE has successfully implemented numerous conservation, 

restoration and climate initiatives across diverse ecosystems.

Strong Networks and Stakeholder Engagement:

With extensive relationships among local governments, 

communities, and other environmental NGOs, WWF CEE can 

facilitate effective multi-stakeholder collaboration. Our teams are 

translating research outputs into practical, scalable actions and 

policy interventions.



What makes WWF-CEE a good Horizon Europe partner (2)

Policy Influence and Advocacy:

WWF CEE is recognized for its influential role in shaping 

environmental policy at supra-national and national levels. Our 

ability to advocate for sustainable resource management 

practices and climate solutions enhances the likelihood of project 

success and the implementation of innovative environmental 

strategies.

Alignment with Horizon Europe Objectives:

Our commitment to biodiversity conservation, sustainable 

resource management, and climate change mitigation and 

adaptation aligns well with Horizon Europe’s aims. Partnering 

with WWF CEE brings not only technical and operational 

expertise but also a strategic vision that can drive transformative 

change in the region.

7 legal entities in 7 countries:

WWF-CEE can move into consortia with offices that fit best. 



What is WWF-CEE interests in joining a Horizon Europe consortium?

Innovation and partnerships:

WWF–CEE is driven to foster innovation as key strategy for 

developing responses to the daunting challenges of the 

conservation and climate agenda. A key mechanism is 

partnering with research organisations and think tanks to 

jointly develop new, effective solutions. Horizon Europe 

provides this opportunity and covers associated costs. 

WWF-CEE is particularly interested in joining consortia that 

explore and test innovative ways of mobilizing investments 

in climate and biodiversity action such as landscape finance 

or biodiversity, climate, and water credits. 

However, we are also interested in calls that help us 

advance with our “classical” environmental agenda such as 

biodiversity conservation or nature-safe renewable energy 

deployment.
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Contacts:

Irene Lucius, WWF-CEE Regional 

Conservation Director, ilucius@wwfcee.org

Marina Banusheva, WWF-CEE Regional 

Proposal Development Expert, 

mbanusheva@wwfcee.org
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