
System of financial 
guarantees for customs: 

The role of the private sector and the 
Lithuanian guarantee mechanism is 

explained



Purpose of Customs 
Guarantees

• Brigs trades faster ;
• Ensuring the fulfillment of tax 

obligations (duties, VAT, excise);
• Guarantees protect state revenue and 

enable smoother trade;
• Builds trust between business and 

customs.



EU Legal Framework

• Union Customs Code (Reg. 952/2013) – 
Articles 89–97.

• Delegated Act (2015/2446) and 
Implementing Act (2015/2447).

• Defines guarantee forms, exemptions, 
and simplifications.

• Establishes harmonized rules for all 
Member States.



Lithuanian Legal 
Framework

• Based on UCC principles implemented in 
national law.

• Key acts:
▪ Government Resolution No. 482
▪ Customs Department Orders 1B-630, 

1BE-47, 1B-859

Rules for guarantor registration



Types of Guarantees in 
Lithuania

• Cash deposit;
• Guarantor’s written or electronic 

commitment;
• Guarantee sheets (used for transit 

operations);
• Mortgage or pledge (exceptional cases);
• Coverage and validity depend on the 

procedure type.



Cases When Guarantees 
Are Required

• Deferred payment of customs duties or 
taxes;

• Suspension of appealed decisions;
• Temporary storage and customs 

warehousing;
• Special procedures: temporary 

import/export for processing;
• End-use or release for free circulation 

when value unclear.



When Guarantees Are Not 
Required

• Goods belonging to public authorities;
• Transport via stationary means 

(pipeline, cable, etc.);
• Use of electronic transport documents 

within the EU;
• Low-value cases (under €1000).



The Guarantee 
Management System (GVS)

• National digital platform linking 
customs, banks, and insurers;

• Interfaces with MAKIS, MDAS, NTKS 
systems;

• Allows registration, monitoring, and 
release of guarantees;

• Fully electronic, real-time, and 
transparent.



Makis- Customs Duties 
Accounting and Control 

Information System



Lithuanian Practice & 
Experience

All guarantees are managed digitally 
through GVS.



Private Sector 
Participation

Approved guarantors: 
• banks, 
• financial institutions
• insurance



Conclusions
• Guarantees ensure balance between 

control and facilitation;
• GVS demonstrates Lithuania’s digital 

excellence;
• Private sector enhances system liquidity 

and trust;
• Lithuania’s model is EU-aligned and 

exportable;
• Future: cross-border e-guarantees and 

blockchain integration.
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