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GATE5.0 — Application Form 
(World Template) Application Form for the submission of project proposals under the GATE5.0 Open Call (Financial Support to Third Parties – FSTP), covering project objectives, innovation maturity, consortium composition, eligibility compliance, financial capacity and implementation planning, fully aligned with the evaluation criteria set out in the Open Call document.

The deadline for submission of applications is 30 April 2026.

SECTION A — General Project & Consortium Information

A.1 Project Overview
· Project Title:
· Project Acronym:
· Project Abstract (max 300-500 words):

A.2 Consortium Structure & Eligibility

· Consortium Composition 
☐ 1 Agrifood SME
☐ 1 Technology SME
☐ Both SMEs comply with EU SME definition
☐ Companies established in eligible country
☐ Initial TRL ≥ 6
(If any box is NO → proposal is non-eligible)

· Quadruple Helix Approach (Additional Score – up to 2 points)
Proposals involving additional stakeholders beyond the two mandatory SMEs (e.g., universities, research centres, public authorities, higher education institutions, corporations or other relevant ecosystem actors) that actively contribute to project implementation may receive up to 2 additional evaluation points.
• Does the proposal involve additional stakeholder(s) beyond the two mandatory SMEs?
☐ Yes
☐ No
If YES, please complete the following:
• Name of the additional stakeholder(s) (legal name and country):
• Type of organisation (e.g. university, research centre, public authority, corporation, etc.):
• Describe their concrete role and contribution to the project implementation (technical validation, pilot hosting, regulatory alignment, market access, scaling support, etc.).
(Note: Passive endorsement or symbolic participation will not be considered for scoring purposes.)

A.3 Company Information

· Company 1 — Agrifood SME
Company details
· Legal name:
· Country / City:
· Country/ City of legal establishment: 
· Website:
· Year of establishment:
· VAT / Registration number:
Contact person
· Name & Surname:
· Gender: ☐ Male ☐ Female ☐ Other
· Email:
· Job position:
· Phone:

· Company 2 — Technology SME
Company details
· Legal name:
· Country / City:
· Country/ City of legal establishment: 
· Website:
· Type: ☐ SME ☐ Startup
· Year of establishment:
· VAT / Registration number:
Contact person
· Name & Surname:
· Gender: ☐ Male ☐ Female ☐ Other
· Email:
· Job position:
· Phone:

A.4 Project Lead Contact
(Main contact person for the consortium)
· Name & Surname:
· Company:
· Email:

A.5 Consortium self- Declaration
By submitting this application, both SMEs confirm that:
☐ This proposal is submitted jointly by one Agrifood SME and one Technology SME.
☐ Both SMEs commit to jointly design, develop and implement the project throughout the GATE5.0 Programme.
☐ Each SME will sign an individual Sub-Grant Agreement and will be responsible for its own contractual obligations.
☐ The consortium confirms that each SME will provide a minimum private financial contribution equivalent to 15% of the budget received under the GATE5.0 FSTP scheme.
☐Any additional stakeholder declared under the Quadruple Helix approach will actively contribute to project implementation as described in this application.

CRITERION 1 — Innovation & Challenge Relevance

1.1 Challenge Definition & Alignment 
Evaluation focus: Relevance to call challenges, clarity of problem, appropriateness of solution
· Which agrifood challenge are you addressing? (max 1000 characters)
· Which GATE5.0 Topic does it fall under?
☐ Topic 1: Water Management 
☐ Topic 2: Labour & Smart Productivity  
☐ Topic 3: Reduction of Crop Protection Inputs
☐ Topic 4: Soil Health & Crop Optimisation 
☐ Topic 5: Data Interoperability & Governance
☐ Other 
· Why is this challenge critical for the agrifood sector? (max 2000 characters)
· How does your solution/ project respond concretely? (max 2000 characters)

1.2 Innovativeness & Differentiation 
Evaluation focus: Level of innovation, differentiation vs existing solutions
· Describe the proposed product/service/process (max 2000 characters)
· What makes it innovative compared to existing market solutions? (max 2000 characters)
· Competitive advantages (IP, performance, sustainability, cost, etc.) (max 2000 characters)

CRITERION 2 — Technical Excellence & Implementation Quality

2.1 TRL & Development Path 

Evaluation focus: Technical feasibility, maturity, credibility of roadmap
· Current TRL (must be ≥6) (max 1000 characters)
· How will you reach TRL 8–9 within GATE5.0? (max 1000 characters)
· Key milestones (prototype, pilots, validation, demonstrator) (max 2000 characters)

2.2 Technical Architecture & Integration 

Evaluation focus: Robustness of technical approach
· System architecture (max 2000 characters)
· Key technologies (AI, IoT, robotics, data, etc.) (max 2000 characters)
· Integration with existing agrifood operations (max 2000 characters)

2.3 Workplan & Cost Structure 

Evaluation focus: Coherence, realism, efficiency of execution

2.3.1 Workplan 
· Activities per phase (Seed – Sprout – Harvest) (max 4000 characters)
· Deliverables & timeline (max 3000 characters)

2.3.2 Cost Structure
· Main cost categories (max 2000 characters)
· Budget realism & justification (max 2000 characters)
· Description of the total project budget, including the requested GATE5.0 grant and the mandatory private co-financing contribution (minimum 15% of total project budget) (max 2000 characters)

CRITERION 3 — Consortium & Business Capacity

3.1 SME Profiles 
Evaluation focus: Capability of consortium to execute
For each SME:
· Business activity, size, markets, turnover (max 4000 characters)

3.2 Team & Roles 
Evaluation focus: Team competence & role distribution
· Key people, experience, responsibilities (max 4000 characters)

3.3 Previous Innovation Experience 
Evaluation focus: Track record & credibility
· 3 relevant projects with results (max 4000 characters)

CRITERION 4 — Impact & Market Potential

4.1 Impact on SME Competitiveness 
Evaluation focus: Value of GATE5.0 support for SME growth
· How will GATE5.0 accelerate your competitiveness? (max 2000 characters)

4.2 Impact on Agrifood Sector & Scaling 
Evaluation focus: Market uptake, scalability, spill-overs
· Market potential (max 2000 characters)
· Replication & growth beyond consortium (max 2000 characters)


SECTION B — Compliance & Declarations (Eligibility & Financial Checks – Non-scored)

B.1 Previous Public & EU Funding
Have any of the participating SMEs received financial support from another European cascade funding call during the last year?
☐ YES ☐ NO

If YES, please specify: Name of the EU Project, Call identifier, Granting authority, Amount received, Period of implementation, Confirmation that there is no double funding of the same activities under GATE5.0.

B.2 Financial & Legal Eligibility Declaration
For both SMEs, please confirm:
☐ The companies comply with the EU definition of SME
☐ The companies are legally established in an eligible country
☐ The companies are not under bankruptcy, liquidation or insolvency proceedings
☐ The companies have no outstanding recovery orders from the European Commission
☐ The companies comply with tax and social security obligations
☐ The companies have the operational and financial capacity to implement the project

B.3 Validation of SME Status & Financial Capacity
If selected, the consortium commits to provide the following documents for each SME related to the last two closed financial years:
☐ Balance sheet
☐ Profit and loss account
☐ Staff headcount (in annual working units)
Special cases:
Newly established enterprises (start-ups without closed accounts) will provide a self-declaration including a bona fide financial estimate / business plan for the on-going financial year.
Enterprises without turnover with long time-to-market activities will provide a declaration of investments made and expected return, proving engagement in economic activity.

B.4 Mandatory Commitment to the GATE5.0 Programme
The consortium confirms and commits to:
☐ Active participation in all mandatory Acceleration & Capacity Building activities (SEED, SPROUT, HARVEST phases)
☐ Participation in mentoring sessions and progress reviews
☐ Attendance at the GATE5.0 Gala / Final Event
☐ Compliance with reporting, monitoring, and dissemination obligations
Failure to comply with these commitments may result in termination of the Sub-Grant Agreement and recovery of funds.
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