The Medieval and Early Modern Studies (MEMS) research group at Newcastle University invites expressions of interest from eligible researchers seeking to apply to the Postdoctoral Fellowships scheme of the Marie Skłodowska -Curie Actions for a European fellowship as part of the 2026 round. 
The European Postdoctoral fellowships last 12-24 months and have a research project as their focus, with a strong element of advanced training both in the research area and in transferable skills. We also welcome applications for the Global Postdoctoral fellowships.
Medieval and Early Modern Studies at Newcastle is an interdisciplinary group of scholars. Our members work between the early medieval to the early modern periods, and belong to the disciplines of Literature, Archaeology, History, and Music. We have hosted numerous MSCA postdoctoral fellowships in these subjects. Recent and current fellowships include projects on:
· ‘A Performance History of Morris Dancing: Music and Musicians 1550-1700’ (2021) (https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/897907);
· ‘English Republican Ideas and Translation Networks in Early Modern Germany, c1640-1848’ (2020) (https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/891056);
· ‘Affect, Form and Matter in 17th-Century Lyric Poetry’ (2025) (https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101204058);
· ‘What this Awl Means: A functional and social analysis of prehistoric metal awls from Europe’ (2021) (https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/893692);
· Historically Informed Gesture and Improvisation in Secco Recitative (2025): (https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/101208982 ). 
We warmly encourage applications from outstanding postdoctoral scholars eager to work in an interdisciplinary environment. 
Applicants must hold a PhD (or have successfully defended your PhD) and have no more than 8 years' post-PhD research experience at the point of submitting your application. You should have a track record - appropriate to career stage - of peer-reviewed publication(s) in internationally recognised outlets. Please consult the full eligibility criteria before submitting an expression of interest.
If you would benefit from a discussion of this call or an introduction to a potential supervisor at Newcastle, please get in touch with Dr Ruth Connolly (ruth.connolly@newcastle.ac.uk) who is co-ordinating the call for MEMS. Alternatively, please feel free to contact your potential supervisor directly.
 
We specifically welcome applications in four key areas:
Book History and Manuscript and Print Studies: MEMS has wide-ranging and world-leading expertise in studies of the book from c. 1400 to c. 1800, in the history of print (especially in its relationship to the marketplace) and the intersection of manuscript circulation with print across written, the printing and performance of music, and print and illustration. We have special expertise in the editing of early modern prose, poetry, drama and music (up to c. 1800).  
Performance Studies: We have significant strengths in premodern performance studies, including theatrical and musical performance and the history of dance, including the modern performance of premodern music dance and theatre. We also have a particular interest in the intersection of gender and performance. 
Intellectual History and the History of Ideas We welcome projects interested in the premodern history of ideas, particularly political ideas, and in the history of emotions, affect and the body, and the history of childhood.
Landscapes: MEMS has significant strengths in the investigation of landscapes as historic, acoustic, ceremonial, social and architectural space. We invite candidates wishing to pursue projects involving one or more of the following: the investigation and analysis of historic landscapes; the development of digital tools (which facilitate scholarly investigation of and public engagement with historic landscapes and buildings); multidisciplinary approaches to understanding historic landscapes; or landscape-based approaches to medieval and early modern cultural heritage. 
Expressions of Interest
Expressions of interest should be sent to ruth.connolly@newcastle.ac.uk  by 30 April 2026 at midnight. 
Please submit:
1. A copy of your CV that is a maximum of five (5) pages.
2. A two (2) page outline of the proposed project which identifies a proposed supervisor from the MEMS membership. (You should contact that supervisor before sending in your Expression of Interest).
These should be sent as PDFs with file names labelled surname, first name initial, and document (e.g. kingbCV; kingbPROPOSAL).

Selection Process
Expressions of interest will be assessed by MEMS colleagues with specific expertise in the project area and/or current or former MSCA supervisors. 
Only applicants that meet the eligibility criteria and our additional criteria will be considered. The most promising applicant(s) based on the relative strength of CVs and proposals in relation to the Marie Skłodowska-Curie award criteria will be provided with further guidance, feedback and support for the purposes of submitting a full Skłodowska-Curie Individual Fellowship application at Newcastle University serving as the host organisation. Successful applicants will work within the same School as their supervisor.
Please ensure that you consult the comprehensive guidance documents on the Marie Skłodowska-Curie website before starting your application. Those applicants whom we wish to support will be contacted by May 15th.
