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Entrepreneurship and tech transfer support: Encouraging the creation of spin-offs and
start-ups, licensing opportunities, and investment-readiness initiatives to ensure research
outputs lead to marketable innovations.

To achieve the expected outcomes, the consortium is expected to provide a comprehensive
range of expertise commensurate with the proposed activities. A core of the consortium
should be able to demonstrate successful implementation of sustainability strategies of a
Teaming CoE. Complementary members of the consortium can provide specific expertise on
e.g. communication, training, knowledge valorisation and IPR issues. The consortium should
to demonstrate a geographical coverage of its activities that is able to reach all past, existing
and future Teaming CoEs that wish to participate in the activities and benefit from the
services offered by the consortium. The consortium is encouraged to maximise the use of
existing services and facilities, such as the Widening Dissemination and Exploitation Support
Facility, to avoid duplication and creation of competing services.

In order to assess the efficient and effective implementation of the proposed activities a set of
key performance indicators tailored to the objectives of the action should be outlined in the
proposal.

The duration of this action should be 5 years.

HORIZON-WIDERA-2026-02-WIDENING-01: Twinning

Call: Twinning

Specific conditions

Expected EU The Commission estimates that an EU contribution of between EUR
contribution per 0.80 and 1.50 million would allow these outcomes to be addressed
project appropriately. Nonetheless, this does not preclude submission and

selection of a proposal requesting different amounts.

Indicative budget  The total indicative budget for the topic is EUR 264.50 million.

Type of Action Coordination and Support Actions
Eligibility The conditions are described in General Annex B. The following
conditions exceptions apply:

The following additional eligibility criteria apply:

In order to achieve the expected outcomes, participation as coordinators
to the call is limited to legal entities established in Widening countries,
as defined in the Horizon Europe regulation.

The Joint Research Centre (JRC) may participate as member of the
consortium selected for funding as a beneficiary with zero funding, or as
an associated partner. The JRC will not participate in the preparation and
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submission of the proposal - see General Annex B.

Procedure

The procedure is described in General Annex F. The following
exceptions apply:

The following rules for dealing with ex-aequo applications apply: in the
first place, ex-aequo proposals will be prioritised according to
geographical diversity criteria, defined as proposals with coordinators
established in a Widening country, not otherwise represented as
coordinator higher up the ranking list. The method described in Points
1), 2), 3) and 5) of General Annexes Part F (Procedure/Evaluation
procedure and ranking) will then be applied to the remaining equally
ranking proposals in the group. This rule establishing the priority order
serves to better spread the impact of the action and to strengthen the
efficiency of the ‘Widening participation and spreading excellence’
programme.

Legal and
financial set-up of
the Grant
Agreements

The rules are described in General Annex G. The following exceptions
apply:

Eligible costs will take the form of a lump sum as defined in the
Decision of 7 July 2021 authorising the use of lump sum contributions
under the Horizon Europe Programme — the Framework Programme for
Research and Innovation (2021-2027) — and in actions under the

Research and Training Programme of the European Atomic Energy
Community (2021-2025) 3!

Evaluation and
award procedure

Evaluation process by the evaluation committee: Proposals will be first
evaluated and scored individually by at least four expert evaluators with
respect to the award criteria. The score for each award criterion will be
the median of the evaluators’ scores. The overall score from this
individual evaluation phase will be the sum of the three median scores
from the three award criteria.

These individual assessments/reports of the 4 evaluators will then be
quality checked and, if necessary, further discussed at the panel review.

The Evaluation Summary Report will comprise the final score, a
collation of the comments from the four individual assessments/ reports,
including a comment that summarises the assessment by the evaluation
committee.

31

This decision is available on the Funding and Tenders Portal, in the reference documents section for

Horizon  Europe, under  ‘Simplified costs  decisions’ or  through  this link:
https://ec.europa.cu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/guidance/ls-

decision_he_en.pdf
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Expected Outcome: Twinning actions aim to enhance networking activities between the

research institutions and research infrastructures of the Widening countries acting as co-
ordinators by linking it with at least two internationally leading research institutions from two
different Member States or Associated Countries. Twinning actions intend to raise the
research profile of the institution from the Widening country and its staff, including
strengthening the research management capacity.

Proposals are expected to contribute to all of the following expected outcomes:

e Improved research excellence and capacities in Widening countries closing the research
and innovation gap within the European Union,;

e Enhanced strategic collaboration between the research institutions or higher education
establishments of the Widening countries and at least two internationally leading
research institutions or higher education establishments at European Union level;

e Raised reputation, research profile and attractiveness of the coordinating institution, and
improved research profile of its staff;

e Strengthened research management capacities of the coordinating institution;

e Development of novel approaches in R&I collaboration with increased mobility (inwards
and outwards) of researchers.

Scope: Twinning proposals should clearly outline the strategy for stepping up and stimulating
scientific excellence and innovation capacity in a defined area of research and innovation as
well as the scientific excellence of the partners involved. This strategy should include
arrangements for formulating joint research and innovation activities and projects in the
scientific area of choice and describe how Twinning will take this research to a new level.

This should be supported by a comprehensive set of activities such as, but not limited to,
short-term staff exchanges, expert visits and short term on-site or virtual trainings, workshops;
conference attendance, organisation of joint summer schools, dissemination and outreach
activities. As far as appropriate these activities should take into account the gender equality
plans of the participants.

Proposals should also focus on strengthening the research management capacities of the
coordinating institution. This should take the form of a dedicated work package or task,
placing emphasis to specific activities, in view of helping the staff of the coordinating
institution to improve their broader research management capacities as defined in the
European Competence Framework for Research Managers*2, including establishing/upgrading
a dedicated team within the coordinating institution. This will be achieved by fully utilising
the experience and best practices of the internationally leading partners and is expected to be a
concrete deliverable of the Twinning exercise.

32 RM Comp: The European Competence Framework for Research Managers - European Commission
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A research and innovation component not exceeding 30% of the total Horizon Europe grant
(including the indirect costs) may be included, which should be presented in a dedicated
workpackage (WP1) entitled ‘Research component’. At least 50% of the budget for this
component should be allocated to the coordinator. A research and innovation component
involves the development and implementation of new ideas, methods, or technologies and
advances the current state of the art in a particular field by pushing the boundaries of
knowledge and creating novel solutions. All training related to research and innovation that
advances beyond the state of the art should be budgeted and included in this work package.

The proposals should illustrate quantitatively and qualitatively the expected impact of the
twinning exercise within the coordinating institution (and possibly at regional/national level)
based on indicators such as scientific production and peer recognition, collaboration
agreements with the non-academic sector, attracting and mobilising investments from the
private sector, intellectual property developed, new innovative products or services, number
of international students, number of female scientists and their roles in the research
institutions.

The proposal should demonstrate how the leading scientific institutions in the consortium will
contribute in terms of provision of access to new research avenues, creativity and the
development of new approaches, as well as acting as a source for increased gender equality,
inclusiveness and mobility (inwards and outwards) of qualified scientists and young
researchers including doctoral candidates.

This action is open for participation of the JRC that can contribute with specific expertise,
where relevant, for the development of R&I strategies depending on the R&I domain chosen
by the project, technology transfer and IPR management as well as linking up to regional
smart specialisation strategy.

The duration of the Twinning project should be up to 3 years.

HORIZON-WIDERA-2026-03-WIDENING-01: Hop-On Facility

Call: Hop-on Facility

Specific conditions

Expected EU The Commission estimates that an EU contribution of between EUR 0.20
contribution per and 0.60 million would allow these outcomes to be addressed
project appropriately. Nonetheless, this does not preclude submission and
selection of a proposal requesting different amounts.

Indicative The total indicative budget for the topic is EUR 30.00 million.
budget

Type of Action Research and Innovation Actions

Eligibility The conditions are described in General Annex B. The following
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