Cluster 3: Civil Security for Society
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Destination “Effective management of EU borders”

e Expected impact of the Horizon Europe Strategic Plan 2024-2029:
e ‘“Facilitating legitimate movement of passengers and goods into the EU, while preventing illicit acts.”

e Specific impacts include:

e Improved security (as well as better cost- and energy- efficient management) of EU land and air borders,
as well as sea borders and maritime environment, infrastructures and activities, as well as for the EU
external civilian security, against accidents, natural disasters and security challenges such as illegal
trafficking, piracy and potential terrorist attacks, cyber and hybrid threats;

e Improved border crossing experience for travellers and border authorities staff (including customs, coast
and border guards), while maintaining security and monitoring of movements across air, land and sea EU
external borders, supporting the Schengen area, reducing illegal movements of people and goods across
those borders and protecting fundamental rights of travellers, both EU citizens and Third Country
Nationals;

e Improved customs and supply chain security though better prevention, detection, deterrence and fight of
illegal activities involving flows of goods across EU external border crossing points and through the
supply chain, as well as through better interoperability, minimising disruption to trade flows.
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Destination “Effective management of EU borders”

This destination will support the European Commission efforts towards:

e a wider EU Port Strategy focusing on security and a new European action plan against drug trafficking;
e boosting security research for stronger common borders / more secure and more fluid borders.

Capability areas to address may include:

» monitoring, preparedness and reaction in border management tasks, managing irregular or illegal activities involving people or
goods across external borders of the EU;

Y

safeguarding human rights, and ensuring legal compliance, in efficient border management;

Y

integrated and continuous border surveillance, situational awareness (including but not limiting to maritime situational
awareness) and analysis support;

safety, user experience and performance of practitioners’ staff in border management;
security, privacy and usability of identity and (travel) documents;
facilitating travel of bona fide passengers across external borders of the EU;
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data analysis on documents, biometrics, or cargo compliant with GDPR30 and EU Artificial Intelligence Act31 and compatible
with sandboxes approaches;

Y

detection of dangerous, illicit and illegal goods and materials trafficked through external borders of the EU and the supply chain;

Y

prevention and disruption of such trafficking. European
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Destination
“Effective management of EU borders”
(Border Management — BM)
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HORIZON-CL3-2025-BM-01-01:

Open topic on
efficient border surveillance and maritime Security

Expected Outcomes:

e Improved security of EU external borders, or of maritime environment, infrastructures and activities, against
natural, accidental or incidental disasters; challenges such as illegal trafficking (covering air, maritime,
underwater, land/surface), irregular migration or exceptional situations of mass arrivals at external borders,
illegal exploitation of natural resources, piracy and potential terrorist attacks, cyber and hybrid threats;

e Sustained and improved surveillance, real-time situational awareness, and reaction capabilities to cope with
potential critical situations at the EU external borders;

e Improved decision-making processes and capabilities for assessing, confirming and responding to distress
situations at sea and land, allowing a better and faster response.
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HORIZON-CL3-2025-BM-01-02:

Open topic on
secured and facilitated crossing of external borders

Expected Outcomes:

Improved border crossing experience for travellers and border authorities’ staff (including customs, coast and
border guards), while maintaining security and monitoring of movements across EU external borders,
supporting the Schengen area, reducing illegal movements of people and goods across those borders and
protecting fundamental rights of travellers, both EU citizens and Third Country Nationals.
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HORIZON-CL3-2025-BM-01-03:

Open topic on
better customs and supply chain security

Expected Outcomes:

e Improved customs and supply chain security though better prevention, detection, deterrence, anti-tampering
and/or fight of illegal activities involving flows of goods across EU external borders and through the supply
chain, and/or through better interoperability, minimising disruption to trade flows.
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More Information and resources

ProtectEU: a European Internal

Security Strateqy

Community for European Research

and Innovation for Security (CERIS)

Security Research Event

National Contact points for EU security
research
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@EUHomeAffairs
#EUSecurityResearch #SecureSocieties

EUHomeAffairs

E5 | EU security research: 20 years of innovation,
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ﬁ Frontex on EU research
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@; Eu-LISA on EU research
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ﬁ; EU Innovation Hub for Internal Security
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ﬁ Horizon Europe Cluster 3 “Civil Security for

e Society” (2025 published Work Programme)
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ﬁ Cluster 3 Info Day and brokerage event 2025
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EU Funding & Tenders Portal
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https://twitter.com/EUHomeAffairs
https://www.youtube.com/user/EUHomeAffairs
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/cluster-3-civil-security-society_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2025/wp-6-civil-security-for-society_horizon-2025_en.pdf
https://www.b2match.com/e/cluster3-infoday-brokerage-event-2025/components/54967
https://security-research-event.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/networks/ceris-community-european-research-and-innovation-security_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/networks/ceris-community-european-research-and-innovation-security_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp
https://www.frontex.europa.eu/innovation/eu-research/news-and-events/new-eu-funded-border-security-projects-fv5jMw#:~:text=Horizon%20Europe%20is%20the%20framework,Frontex's%20role%20is%20further%20strengthened
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://www.eulisa.europa.eu/Newsroom/News/Pages/eu-LISA-and-the-Commission-strengthen-collaboration-in-research-innovation.aspx
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/document/download/ff888398-0b0a-4511-9717-ad41beb22314_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/document/download/ff888398-0b0a-4511-9717-ad41beb22314_en
https://www.europol.europa.eu/operations-services-innovation/innovation-lab/eu-innovation-hub-for-internal-security
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52025DC0148
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http://ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe
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