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5 years Cancer Mission:
Stronger Through Connection

• ~14,000 children are diagnosed with 
cancer in Europe each year.

• From diagnosis through survivorship or 
death, they often experience physical, 
emotional, social and spiritual suffering. 

WHY IS HOPE4KIDS NEEDED?
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Stronger Through Connection

• Paediatric Palliative Care (PPC) focuses on the prevention and relief of 
suffering in children facing life-threatening or life-limiting illness, and their families.

• Currently, care for children with cancer focuses primarily on disease treatment and 
symptom management, and specialised PPC is often not received. 

WHY IS HOPE4KIDS NEEDED?
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Aim
To facilitate the development of high quality PPC throughout Europe, 
with a focus on paediatric oncology.

European Union Joint Action

€~12 million under the EU4Health programme

Coordinator

Prinses Maxima Centrum voor Kinderoncologie, Prof. dr. Leontien Kremer & Dr. Erna Michiels

Participants

23 countries & 70+ partner organizations
• Research organisations
• Health authorities

• Hospitals
• Patient/parent organisations

HOLISTIC ONCOLOGICAL PALLIATIVE 
CARE 4 EUROPE’S KIDS (HOPE4KIDS)
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ACTIVITIES: SIX CROSS CUTTING THEMES 
FOR WPS 5-8
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Four pilots
Therapeutic group 

programs

Closed, facilitator-led 
groups for children with 
life-limiting conditions and 
their families (siblings and 
parents) 
• 6-8 themed sessions
• delivered by 

multidisciplinary PPC 
teams

SDM in ACP Health digital 
support Use of an ICP

1-3 guided conversations 
using validated tools 
organised by thematic 
blocks
• Voicing My Choices
• Paediatric Statement of 

Choices
• SICG-Peds

Multicomponent intervention 
operationalised with locally 
relevant digital tools.
• proactive identification
• early detection of 

decompensation 
integrated coordination

Integration of harmonized 
European ICP into routine 
paediatric palliative care
• professional training 

and local adaptation

1 2 3 4



Better quality of life for children with cancer 
and their families…throughout Europe

WHAT WILL THE IMPACT BE?



Coordinator
Prinses Maxima Centrum voor kinderoncologie (NL)

Beneficiaries
• Sciensano (BE)
• Klinicki Centar Univerziteta u Sarajevu Javna Ustanova u 

Drzavnoj Svojini sa Po (BA)
• Universitetska Mnogoprofilna Bolnitsa Za Aktivno Lechenie 

Tsaritsa Yoanna-Isul (BG)
• Klinika za Djecje Bolesti Zagreb (HR)
• Region Hovedstaden (DK)
• Tartu Ulikool (EE)
• Ypourgeio Ygeias (EL)
• Orszagos Korhazi Foigazgatosag (HU)
• Landspitali University Hospital (IS)
• Regione Emilia Romagna (IT)
• Universita degli Studi di Padova (IT)
• Istituto di Ricovero e Cura a Carattere Scientifico Burlo 

Garofolo (IT)
• Ospedale Pediatrico Bambino Gesu (IT)
• Bernu Kliniska Universitates Slimnica Valsts Sia (LV)
• Lietuvos Respublikos Sveikatos Apsaugos Ministerija (LT)
• Ministeru ghas-Sahha u l-Anzjanita Attiva (MT)
• Institutia Medico-Sanitara Publica Institutul Oncologic (MD)
• Stichting Kenniscentrum Kinderpalliatieve Zorg (NL)
• Oslo Universitetssykehus HF (NO)
• Uniwersytet Medyczny w Lublinie (PL)
• Ministerio da Saude (PT)
• Ministerul Sanatatii (RO)
• Univerzitetni Klinicni Center Ljubljana (SI)
• Fundacion Instituto de Investigacion Marques de Valdecilla 

(ES)
• Servicio Murciano de Salud (ES)

• Servicio Andaluz de Salud (ES)
• Fundacion para la Formacion e Investigacion de los 

Profesionales de la Salud e Extremadura Fundesalud (ES)
• Servicio Aragones de Salud (ES)
• Departament de Salut - Generalitat de Catalunya (ES)
• Socialstyrelsen (SE)
• Okhmatdyt National Childrens Specialized Hospital Ministry of 

Health of Ukraine (UA)
• Sihtasutus Tallinna Lastehaigla (EE)
• Sihtasutus Tartu Ulikooli Kliinikum (EE)

Affiliated entities
• Belgian Society of Pediatric Haematology-Oncology (BE)
• Krijesnica - Udruga za Pomoc Djeci i Obiteljima Suocenim s

Malignim Bolestim (HR)
• Specijalna Bolnica za Kronicne Bolesti Djecje Dobi Gornja 

Bistra (HR)
• Region Syddanmark (DK)
• Aarhus Universitetshospital (DK)
• Ethniko Kai Kapodistriako Panepistimio Athinon (EL)
• Magyarorszagi Reformatus Egyhaz Bethesda Gyermekkorhaza 

(HU)
• Azienda Unita' Sanitaria Locale di Bologna (IT)
• IRCCS Azienda Ospedaliero Universitaria Di Bologna (IT)
• Azienda Provinciale per i Servizi Sanitari (IT)
• Fondazione IRCCS Istituto Nazionale dei Tumori (IT)
• Istituto Superiore di Sanita (IT)
• Fondazione Policlinico Universitario Agostino Gemelli IRCCS 

(IT)
• Lietuvos Sveikatos Mokslu Universitetas (LT)
• Vilniaus Universiteto Ligonine Santaros Klinikos (LT)
• Lietuvos Sveikatos Mokslu Universiteto Ligonine Kauno Klinikos 

(LT)

• Helse Bergen HF (NO)
• Instituto Portugues de Oncologia de Lisboa Francisco Gentil 

Epe (PT)
• ACREDITAR - Associacao de Pais e Amigos de Criancas com 

Cancro (PT)
• Instituto Portugues de Oncologia do Porto Francisco Gentil, Epe 

(PT)
• Spitalul Clinic de Urgenta Pentru Copii M S Curie (RO)
• Servicio Cantabro de Salud (ES)
• Fundacion para la Formacion e Investigacion Sanitarias de la 

Region de Murcia (ES)
• Asociacion de Familiares de Ninos Con Cancer de la Region de 

Murcia (ES)
• Asociación Instituto de Investigación en Sistemas de Salud-

Biosistemak (ES)
• Fundacion para la Investigacion Biomedica de Cordoba (ES)
• Servicio Extremeno de Salud (ES)
• Instituto Aragones de Ciencias de la Salud (ES)
• Fundacio Privada per a la Recerca i la Docencia Sant Joan de 

Deu (ES)
• Fundacio Institut Universitari pera la Recerca a L'Atencio 

Primaria de Salut Jordi Gol i Gurina (ES)
• Fundacio Hospital Universitari Vall D'Hebron - Institut De 

Recerca (ES)
• Sveriges Kommuner Och Regioner (SE)
• Region Stockholm (SE)
• Region Uppsala (SE)
• Vastra Gotalandsregionen (SE)

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS



LinkedIn  

@JaHope4Kids

Reach us here

Email 
H4K@prinsesmaximacentrum.nl
Website www.paediatricpalliativecare.eu

THANK YOU!
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