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We are…	☒ offering ourselves as partners	☐ looking for a partner to join our consortium

Horizon Europe Call Topic

	HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-BIODIV-06: Boosting agrobiodiversity for food security and sustainable competitiveness



Description of your expertise / the expertise you are looking for

	The Problem: 
The rapid loss of agrobiodiversity due to intensive agriculture, climate change, and the widespread use of genetically uniform crops threatens food security and the resilience of agri-food systems. The disappearance of local plant genetic resources reduces the ability of agriculture to adapt to pests, diseases, and environmental stresses. At the same time, insufficient use of modern molecular and biotechnological tools limits effective biodiversity characterization, traceability, and conservation, slowing the development of sustainable and competitive food production systems. 

The Solution:  Ilia State University offers advanced molecular and biotechnological approaches for the study of endemic agricultural plant species, including genome analysis and the identification of genes associated with important traits such as allergenicity, disease resistance, environmental adaptability, and food quality. Based on these studies, valuable high-performing endemic varieties can be selected to support sustainable agriculture, strengthen agrobiodiversity, and promote the production of healthy and resilient food products.                                                                                                             

Our Specific Expertise: 
Identification of DNA markers linked to gluten-related genes in Georgian endemic wheat varieties to support the characterization and preservation of valuable genetic resources. 
Development of novel DNA markers for agricultural crops (soybean, maize, wheat, potato, tomato, sunflower, rapeseed, palm, and others) and GMOs using PCR-based molecular approaches.
Development of PCR technologies for the traceability and authentication of plant species and GMOs in processed food products, supporting food quality, transparency, and biodiversity-based value chains.
Development of multiplex PCR methods for the simultaneous detection of multiple plant species and GMOs in food matrices, enabling efficient monitoring of agrobiodiversity, traceability, and food authenticity.

Call to Action:    We seek to join a HORIZON-CL6-2026-01-BIODIV-06 consortium as a biotechnology and molecular diagnostics partner contributing expertise in plant genetic resource characterization, DNA marker development, food authenticity, and molecular traceability approaches to support agrobiodiversity conservation and sustainable food systems.                                                                                         


Keywords describing your expertise / the expertise you are looking for

	 Agrobiodiversity, Plant Genetic Resources, Endemic Crop Varieties, Molecular Biotechnology, PCR Diagnostics, DNA Markers, GMO detection, Food Authenticity, Plant Genomics, Multiplex PCR, Sustainable Agriculture, Crop Traceability, Food Security, Biodiversity Conservation, Molecular Characterization, Healthy Food Production.               



Organisation information

	Name of your organisation:
Ilia State University 

	Type of organisation:
☐ Industry (Large) 
☐ Industry (SME)  
☒ University or College  

	
☐ Research Institute 
☐ Public Body 
☐ Other, please specify: Click here to enter text.

	Previous participation in an EU project?
[bookmark: _Hlk230002792]☐  No
☒  Yes, please specify: Ilia State University has extensive experience participating in European and international research programmes, including Horizon Europe, Erasmus+, and COST Actions. Our research group has participated in COST Actions, Erasmus+, and internationally funded STCU research projects in the fields of molecular biotechnology, GMO detection, and food authenticity.

	Website: https://iliauni.edu.ge/ge 

	Description of your organisation or the consortium for which you need a partner:
The Molecular Biotechnology Group at Ilia State University has extensive experience in agrobiodiversity and molecular food research, including the development of PCR-based diagnostic methods for the rapid and accurate identification of plant species and genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in food products. The group provides expertise in molecular biotechnology, plant genomics, food authenticity, DNA marker development, and bioinformatic analysis relevant to agricultural crops, GMOs and sustainable food systems. Our research activities support the characterization, traceability, and conservation of valuable plant genetic resources, including endemic crop varieties. 

EU Project Capability:  We bring strong expertise in molecular and biotechnological research and well-established laboratory experience in PCR-based diagnostics and plant genetic analysis. Furthermore, we mitigate administrative risk through a leadership team with more than 15 years of experience in international scientific collaboration, supported by dedicated internal project coordination.




Contact details

	Contact Person 
	 Nelly Datukishvili

	Telephone
	 +995 599 949713

	E-mail
	neli_datukishvili@iliauni.edu.ge

	Country
	 Georgia




Declaration

☒  I herewith declare that I am responsible for the content provided and that I expressly consent to its publication in my NCP’s national network, e.g. via website, social media or other communication channels usually used by my NCP.

(Please note that a publication of your data will not be possible if this box is not ticked.)

☒  I agree that the filled-in template should be sent via e-mail to NCP offices in other countries so that they may circulate my offer among their national stakeholders.
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