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Chapter XI

Duende and the Arts of Mysticism

1. Characteristics of the Duende in the Arts

The outstanding characteristics of the duende that may be

found in the arts are violence, an insistent fascination with

death and tragedy. The essence of the duende is always death

which is tragically intense and somber. (Ellis, 1937, p. 26).

Although Andalucians adore doing nothing there are moments

when they are filled with such an ecstasy the outcome is a fury

of extravagant, untiring energy. Their personality becomes that

of some demon, restless, eager, urged forward by some kind of

impulse that, like the duende, cannot be explained. (Ellis, 1937,

p. 40).

Associated with the ritual of the bullfight are the

demands in the highest degree of courage, strength, agility,

intelligence and grace. But if the duende is present, attitudes

towards the ritual become harsh and indifferent to the pain that

is inflicted on the mute horse which has had its vocal cords cut

so that it cannot scream out its terror and hurt from the horns of

the bull that gore its underbelly mercilessly. Nor is there any

compassion for the bull as it is tormented first by the lance of

the picador and then by the sharp barbs of the banderillas. The

demon demands violence and blood. Violence begets an orgy

of more violence that appears to be little better than the





savagery or a primitive condition for the savage life. (Ellis,

1937, p. 41). What does it matter in the midst of all the

violence if the horse dies in agony or the bull sacrifices its life

or if for that matter the matador is gored to death from the sharp

horns of the antagonist or trampled under its hoofs. Death is

meant to be embraced. The pain that accompanies it may even

be looked upon in love.
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MYSTICAL NOTES

Conjecture-good words to use for substitution “In the mists of time the
supposition was ”

The Greeks were considered oriental from a cultural context not
geographical.

A myth is a universal message for eg. Incest was not a good thing. Check
out moral attitudes of recent book The People of the Sierra by Julian Pitt
good references here of a myth.

Rock paintings significance told what had taken place through transvisional
objects allowed people to move into the caves towards God or whomever
they worshipped.

Manipulating the cultural idiom again refer to Pitt’s book and also the
shaman or sabia knew all the relationships and attitudes of the pueblo. She
would openly declare her opposition to certain behaviour such as sexual
relations before marriage and quietly keep an eye on the couple especially
the young man whom she would strictly counsel and watch to see that things
did not get out of hand.

In Cataluna, it is forbidden to ring any kind of bells during the time a person
is dying. If it happens, someone in the village will die. A sign of not so
much what it is as the significance of what happens when the bell is rung.

Moving towards mysticism means becoming larger than yourself in touchy
situations, able to see the whole picture and act in an magnanimous way.

Another name for mysticism is the duende. It is a cultural concept. In the
process of practice when a note is played in a certain manner it is like a
discussion between God, the note and oneself. Music is a mystical
experience because it is out of the realm of normal thing like a stream that
runs through the soul.

S3



Pantheistic mysticism, a widespread kind. Multifaceted, looking at gods or
many objects of God. Phenomena is all natural. Use of natural elements
like the Greek god of the ocean, Druids look at the crops etc. Resonates
with an instrument because music is an aspect of God.

Muse is a goddess.

Witchcraft could have begun with the Paleolithic culture. It meant
manipulation of the cultural idiom to gain control over the people. Witches
are not necessarily mystics nor do they have to be but some are.
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SHABBETAI ZEVI

Jewish mysticimpound expression in the 15th century through the

Zohar-Book of Illumination. Under Luria it was the Expulsion that gave it

a new impetus. Its doctrines reflected the longing for Redemption that was

to be led by miracle-like conditions and obedience to the Torah implicitly.

One could envision a complete bouleversement (?) of ordinary life and its

pieties to demonstrate the reversal of natural law. This was the theme of the

pseudo-messiah, Shabbetai Zevi.

Zevi was bom in Asia Minor 1626 and responded early in his life to

magic and messianism, that pervaded the Sephardi world. During the 15th
century metaphysical speculation included black magic, miracles, alchemy,

visits from the dead, intervention of Satan etc., and a more natural campaign

to announce the arrival of a Messiah through wars and uprisings. The idea

of war was seen in the example of David Reubeni who proposed a war be

fought by Xtns and Jews in order to win back the Holy Land from the Turks.

Shabbatai knew the Zohar and Luria’s teachings but never did make it

clear what his own teachings were. He had charisma and magic but was
constantly subject to depression and perplexities. In life he revoked the Law

when “the spirit” moved him. He ate on fast days, said ultra sacred name of

God to show or demonstrate the free expression of a Messiah. Even his

conversion was viewed by many as daring and positive. His conversion to

Islam shattered the messianic dream.





His rise had been the hope of the Sephardi. Even his imprisonment

held a certain pomp and circumstance. When seized by prophetic vision he

would promise vengeance against the gentiles. When the spirit came to him,

he distributed lands, principalities and kingdoms among his followers. His

court was emotionally charged and erotic.

His messianic coming coincided with Messianic birthpangs of

Sephardim and Ashkenazim. The Jews were convinced he would become

the Prince of the East and King of the World. When he entered the sultan’s

palace to submit to conversion it was believed that he had gone there to

remove the crown from the ruler’s head. The blow that he had not done so

was unbearable and it was as if the crown had fallen from the heads of the

Sephardim. The great disillusion led to decline.
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MYSTICAL QUESTIONS FOR TOM

PALEOLITHIC ETC

, same
crops
fertility
same
nature god

death of bull
crops
fertility
same
the bull

Could we discuss the mystical aspect in these charts what is the symbology
mystically speaking in each of these components?

MOTHER GODDESS BULLFIGHT

p
01

—4— \\\wV

Human sacrifice to appease
Crops
Fertility
Death (pre-occupation)
Unseen force

What is the difference between mystical beliefs and belief itself. Ie Xtn or
Jewish etc. , K





MYSTICAL NOTES

Conjecture-good words to use for substitution “In the mists of time the
supposition was ”

-The Greeks were considered oriental from a cultural context not
geographical.

A myth is a universal message for eg. Incest was not a good thing. Check
out moral attitudes of recent book The People of the Sierra by Julian Pitt
good references here of a myth.

Rock paintings significance told what had taken place through transvisional
objects allowed people to move into the caves towards God or whomever
they worshipped.

Manipulating the cultural idiom again refer to Pitt’s book and also the
shaman or sabia knew all the relationships and attitudes of the pueblo. She
would openly declare her opposition to certain behaviour such as sexual
relations before marriage and quietly keep an eye on the couple especially
the young man whom she would strictly counsel and watch to see that things
did not get out of hand.

In Cataluna, it is forbidden to ring any kind of bells during the time a person
is dying. If it happens, someone in the village will die. A sign of not so
much what it is as the significance of what happens when the bell is rung.

Moving towards mysticism means becoming larger than yourself in touchy
situations, able to see the whole picture and act in an magnanimous way.

Another name for mysticism is the duende. It is a cultural concept. In the
process of practice when a note is played in a certain manner it is like a
discussion between God, the note and oneself. Music is a mystical
experience because it is out of the realm of normal thing like a stream that
runs through the soul.
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A?
QUESTIONS- NOV 29/05

AWAOrientalism-we have discussed what
orientalism is ie., patterns and motifs in
pottery, architecture, dance etc. Is it the
idea that by looking at a pattern or motif
in the same way we might do with a
candle that makes it a mystical element for
purposes of transcending to another level? 0^

\ v Big question from Dr- G was orientalism '

A of Far and Near Eas middle eastern or not? \
Islamic pottery etc grew out of Asian
influences re patterns and motifs because '
these impressed very much. \ .

W WW
a.A.-«WK*'

In ancient times why would people look at
a pot in everyday life anyway, especially
when the basic needs of life needed to be
attended to constantly. I can see where
funerary urns could provide an avenue of
reflectiveness and cause for contemplation

JApA but a cooking pot? À



5. With the building of palisades and walls to
fortify a city signified progress. Inside
streets had sidewalks and were both made
from stone. Fortified cities brought trade
but trade brought rivalry. What was it that

lO'M-

4. For me when I look at the pieces of
pottery I brought back from Spain I
definitely see the orientalism in the
patterns and motifs. I can’t say that I can

\ w explain these but they are more exotic
>V than say when you look at a piece of Delft
"^^ware from Holland. What did make the

y difference? Both seemed busy.

# Before stone fortifications there'w
peaceful existence ie; Tartessos. As soon
as the next civilization built walls there

jv«v was conflict I fail to see this as progress, t

6. The undulating sword- supposed to have yA
. been invented by the Carthaginians. Only

yvP thing I can find on the internet is that the
undulation was a series of curves down

'

. YydL drew other cultures to the fortified city
'y Aand how did stone walls mar ogr



the sides of the blade. If so, how did it
make that sword so much more superior
than what had already been designed
straight edged for eg.



NOTES FROM CLASS OF NOV 15/05

ORIENTALISM-Black figures painted on to some pots denoted
orientalism. This has been traced back to Far East Chinese pottery and was
incorporated into Greek pottery around Minoan period. Mythological
figures were used and were considered part of orientalism. In resolving this
one must remember to find out what the figure means and why it is part of
the pattern.

Orientalism is actually mysticism. Patterns and motifs were done for a
specific reason and were the mysticism itself.

Religion was about control and politics. Mysticism took away the power of
the church and this is why they were so afraid of it.



MORE ON ORIENTALISM

The reason for orientalism in the ancient eastern cultures was because in
everything that was created, patterns were laid down that provided a
boundary for the mind and the body. Both were compelled to operate within
these boundaries. The cults reflected orientalism in the same manner. They
provided the patterns for time honoured rituals and beliefs.

Orientalism also provided the means to vary the pattern but not the pattern
itself. While the tempo of the dance step could be varied, the step itself was
not altered.
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OUTLINE FOR CHAPTER IV

Chapter IV The Purple Empire
1. The Phoenicians

(a) Arrival
(b) The Phoenician Influence
(c) Cadiz-central colony

i. Temple of Hercules
ii. Rites

iii. Sacred temple dances
iv. Influence on Andalucian dance

(d) Phoenician Mystical belief system
i. Andalucian mysticism

2. The Bedouins of the Sea
(a) Prehistoric Phoenicians

i. Characteristics
ii. Fatalism

(b) Coming of the Sea Peoples
(c) Egyptian Link
(d) Description
(e) Their art

3. Fate of the Phoenicians
(a) Alexander the Great 332 B.C.
(b) Hideous crime
(c) End of Phoenicians

4. The Wicked Dancers of Cadiz
(a) Its fame food and dancers
(b) Comparison of ancient gypsy dances and

dances of Gaditanus
(c) Outstanding feature
(d) Temple dancers and Cult of Astarte
(e) Other cults
(f) Oriental mystery cults



(g) Villa of Mysteries Pompei
(h) Elements- roots of Andalucian dance
(i) Comparison between flamenco and ancient

temple dances
(j) Cretan Priestess dances

i. The Snake priestess of Crete
ii. Lorca his ballad

iii. Pure flamenco
(k) Dance and the Paleolithic period
(1) Songs

i. End of the ancient music



I J
OUTLINE FOR CHAPTER III i /J 9

Chapter III The First Layer of Orientalism

1. The Tartessians
a. Discovery of Tartessos
b. Culture
c. King Arganthonius
d. The Mythic Land of Tartessos
e. Fate of Tartessos
f. Legend of Tartessos

2. The Turdetani
a. The Culture
b. Heirs of oriental civilization
c. The oriental period in Andalucia
d. Oriental influences-new directions

i. Pottery
ii. Architecture

iii. New burial rites
e The Guadalquivir River

3. The Aegean Influence in Andalucian
a. Legacy to Andalucia-the dance
b. Origin of dances of Crete
c. The Leaping Dance

i. As a fertility dance
ii. As an armed dance

iii. Elements in Andalucian war dance
f Dance in sacred rituals
g Mystical dances

i the Circle dance
ii Fertility dances

h The Snake Dance

4. The Bull Ritual of Crete
a. Influence on Andalucia
b. Death of the bull
c. Cult of the Bull

i. Stoning the bull-Avila



ii. Cult forbidden
iii. New mystical symbology

5. The Mythological Greeks
a. Arrival of the Mycanaeans
b. Difference between Mycanaean and Minoan

Worlds
c. Aegean influence over early Greeks
d. The armed funeral dance
e. The animal dance
f. Influences of the dance on Andalucia
g. Mystical connotations
h. Associations between animals and gods or

goddesses
i. Destruction of the Mycanaean World

6. Contribution of the Greeks to Andalucia
a. Arrival at Tartessos sixth century B.C.
b. The Greeks and the Phoenicians
c. Contribution of Greek culture
d. Greek sculpture

7. The Phocaeans 600 B.C.
a. Settlement at Mainake
b. King Arganthonius and the Phocaeans
c. Result of Greek and Ionian influences in

Andalucia.
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