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Our Irrigation Rules and Decree 

Our Owners Manual under the Rules and Regulations section for Water Use places restrictions on outdoor watering: 

1. Water is in short supply. Uses of water in Big Elk Meadows are strictly regulated by Colorado State law and the 
courts. Outdoor watering and washing of cars from Big Elk water lines is prohibited. No bleeders are allowed for 
private residences. Directly drawing water from lakes or creeks on BEM property is prohibited except with 
approval of the Board of Directors. Said approval, if granted, is not given in perpetuity and can be rescinded if 
conditions warrant. 

Our decree in paragraph 14 subparagraph B defines our outside irrigation rules. I attached paragraph 14 below. Our water 
accounting spreadsheet follows the decree. It allows us to set an irrigation value for lawn and a value for garden in acres. 
That value then computes an acre feet per acre value for each month from May through October. A daily value is computed 
and placed in each daily cell for the year. When you add the values together for the six months it adds up to 1.55 acre feet 
of water for each acre we record for lawn irrigation and .38 acre feet of water for each acre of garden irrigation. 

 Keeping track of irrigation water will be for direct lake water and will be separate from how we keep track of 
household water use. Household water is cleaned and recorded on the master meter. We have to replace 10% of that water. 
It appears that we have to replace all the irrigation water. 

 The purpose of the Irrigation Committee is to plan how we will disperse or dispense the water we want to use for 
irrigation. It is important for the committee to define how a member can access lake water. 
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