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The newsletter for friends of Benedictine Foundation - Rochester/Byron 

Giving matters  

From doctor’s appointments to shopping trips to church services, residents 

of Benedictine Living Communities in Rochester and Byron depend on our 

buses and vans to get where they need to be. But unfortunately vehicles age, 

and it’s time to replace one of our wheelchair accessible buses—at a cost of 

$98,000. You can help our residents get a new bus with your kind 

and compassionate support. 

“Transportation is important to the residents since most of them don't   

drive anymore,” said Becky Joslin, Madonna Towers receptionist and     

transportation coordinator. “It saves them a lot of money rather than taking 

a cab. Plus, they don't have to worry about finding parking.” 

According to Joslin, between 10 to 15 residents from all three campuses use 

the bus daily. A majority of residents have mobility issues and need walkers 

or wheelchairs, so getting in and out of a standard vehicle can be difficult. 

Our accessible bus service helps residents stay connected to the outside 

community, something that’s even more important after more than two years 

of isolation.  

“Our residents would like to get back out to events,” said George Kratee, 

Executive Director of Benedictine Living Communities-Rochester/Byron. 

“For the past two years, it’s been a challenge getting our residents out due to 

Covid-19. But it’s so important to connect with others.” 

“Benedictine Living Community 

is a nonprofit organization and 

we put all of the money we 

receive right back into the 

communities for residents,” 

said Kratee. “It has been a    

difficult year for our industry. 

To all of our donors, I want to 

say a special thanks for being 

there with us through difficult 

times. And I wish you all God's 

wonderful blessing.”  
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We can’t say thank you enough! That’s why we created the Thanks-

A-Bunch Ambassadors Club more than eight years ago. This   

cheerful group of Madonna Towers residents make thank-you calls 

to donors once a month to let you know how much your gift is  

appreciated by the very people it benefits. 

Betty Shuster has been making thank-you calls for five years and 

enjoys hearing the responses. “Donors often tell us how much their 

family members or friends got such wonderful care here when it 

was needed. They feel grateful to have those memories. So many 

donors have a long history of family being cared for in the past. Our 

phone call is so appreciated.” 

Margee Jacobsen has been making calls for about six months and 

said that donors are usually surprised and pleased to think that we take the time to thank them again personally. 

She gets responses like, “how sweet of you to call” and “you are very, very, welcome.” 

Donor Karel Weigel has been on the receiving end of a thank-you call and appreciates the gesture. “I have been 

so pleased to receive a personal thank-you phone call from members of the Thanks-A-Bunch Ambassadors   

acknowledging my gift and to have a nice conversation with them,” said Weigel. 

“I have been surprised by how appreciative the representatives of various businesses have been for my call,” 

said Sarabeth Watson, who has been making calls for about a year. “I enjoy finding out about how the donor is 

connected to Madonna Towers. I’ve had a number of surprising discoveries in some of our conversations. One 

call turned out to be the daughter of a resident whom I had met but didn’t recognize her name.” 

The spirit of giving is alive and well on both ends of the telephone—both the donors and the volunteers that call 

to thank them. “I have been so blessed in my life,” said Watson, “that if I can give back, I feel I should.” 

Thanks-A-Bunch Ambassadors Club members (from 

left): Lois Holland, Margee Jacobson and Sarabeth 

Watson. Not pictured: Betty Shuster 

Calls from Thanks-A-Bunch Club connect with donors 

Your gifts and volunteer quilters 

provide three new Dignity Quilts  
When a resident passes away at a one of our communities, staff 

and residents line the hallways to participate in a Procession of 

Honor as the body is taken from the building to the funeral 

home. To show respect and provide comfort to all, the        

resident’s body is covered with a quilt we call a Dignity Quilt.  

Your gifts to our Chapel Fund provided the resources to     

purchase the materials to create these quilts. On May 9,       

volunteer quilters from 125 Live’s Castle Quilters presented 

Spiritual Care Director Elaine MacMillan with three new Dignity 

Quilts to be used in Processions of Honor at our three         

campuses.  

Volunteer quilters from 125 Live’s Castle Quilters present 

Spiritual Care Director Elaine MacMillan (second from left) 

with three new Dignity Quilts for our communities to use in 

Processions of Honor. 
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Memorials make meaningful gifts for residents and associates 
When Madonna Towers nursing care resident Maxine Voy passed away in 2019, her family knew they wanted to   

somehow support the Madonna Living Community in Rochester with the gifts given in her memory. After thoughtful 

consideration, the family recently designated the memorials to the wellness department for use in activities enjoyed by 

nursing care residents, like their mother. 

The Wellness team was honored to receive the gift and went to work to determine the needs of their department and 

what the residents would enjoy the most.  

“We wanted to give the residents something they can use with their 

hands to help with hand/eye ability while giving them something that 

they all can relate to prior to living here,” said Justin Webster, nursing 

care wellness coordinator. “That way, they can use these items more 

often and see the benefits not just in overall health, but also in joy 

with being able to drive again or being able to shoot a basket again.” 

The team came up with a variety of items they knew the residents 

would love, including a Wii Mario Kart driving video game, an indoor 

basketball hoop, a spinning prize wheel, and casino chips. The        

department was also able to purchase a light up “Happy Hour” sign 

and extra cardstock. 

“Some have tried basketball and find that it is easier than it looks with 

the hoop only 5 feet tall,” said Webster. “It's a perfect height to shoot from the wheel chair, but also offers a basketball 

that is lightweight so even residents that have elbow or shoulder issues can still play.” 

In 2021, 90 family members and friends of residents gave more than $18,000 in memorial gifts to Benedictine         

Foundation-Rochester/Byron. The family of Phil Oliveto, a Madonna Towers resident who passed away in December 

2020, decided to support the new, local Associate Emergency Program with gifts given in Phil’s memory. 

“As we’ve watched the world struggle over the last two years, supporting the 

amazing caregivers and staff of Madonna through the emergency fund is an     

honor,” said Phil’s daughter Kathy Anderson. “We are very grateful for the     

extraordinary amount of work and dedication it takes to keep the Benedictine 

Community going.”   

An outdoor bench is how the family of Dorothy Nachreiner decided to          

memorialize their mom, who lived at both Madonna Meadows and Madonna 

Towers from 2011 until her death in 2021. When Dorothy moved to the TEG 

memory care unit, walking the familiar hallways helped ease her anxiety. When 

she would tire herself out occasionally, she would sit down and say to herself, 

“Rest and Relax,” the phrase the family chose to engrave on her memorial bench. 

“My mom really enjoyed living at Madonna Meadows and later Madonna Towers,” 

said Dorothy’s daughter Darla Wendt. “To see her so happy and content was a 

priceless blessing to us, her family. We honor her memory by supporting others 

in circumstances similar to hers.” 

Nursing care residents enjoy playing Wii Mario Kart, a 

driving video game provided by gifts in memory of former 

nursing care resident Maxine Voy. 

A new happy hour sign, provided through a 

memorial gift, adds a festive feel to this 

important social time for residents. 
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Honor a loved one with a bequest or other planned gift 

Benedictine Care at the heart of our mission to serve 

If a loved one of yours has benefited from a Benedictine Living Community, consider honoring them with a 

meaningful planned gift to support our mission.  

With a bequest or other planned gift, you choose to honor or remember your loved one’s life while enhancing 

the lives of others. This is one way you can creating a lasting memory or tribute to someone special in your life 

while making a dramatic impact on the lives of older adults who are in need of support.  

Our sincere thanks to all our generous supporters who choose to share their resources to enrich the lives of 

our residents. Your generosity truly makes a difference in the lives of those we serve. We are so thankful. 

If you choose to name Benedictine Foundation-Rochester/Byron in your will, trust, insurance policy or         

beneficiary of another asset, please let us know so we can ensure your wishes are followed and we can thank 

you. Contact Foundation Development Coordinator Dawn Mitchell at 507-206-2211 or 

dawn.mitchell@benedictineliving.org. 

BENEDICTINE’S MISSION 

Benedictine is a Catholic,  

faith-based organization  

entrusted with advancing the  

life-enhancing senior care   

ministry of the Benedictine   

Sisters of Duluth, Minn.  

 

We witness to God’s love by  

creating inclusive communities,  

supporting those we serve to 

live well and with purpose with  

special concern for the  

underserved. 

A record number of seniors are reaching retirement age and living 

longer. At the same time, more government programs that pay for  

living expenses and care for our elderly loved ones are cut or       

eliminated completely. That’s why Benedictine Foundation-Rochester/

Byron, along with Benedictine’s 24 other associated foundations, are 

especially focused on raising money for our Benedictine Care Fund.  

Benedictine Care is a mission-driven effort created out of love for our 

residents. It provides funding to those independent living residents 

who have exhausted all financial resources through no fault of their 

own. On any given day, more than 400 seniors residing in our        

Benedictine Living Communities have outlived their financial resources 

and cannot fully pay for the services they receive.  

“Last year, Benedictine Care provided over $92,000 to support      

residents and tenants in need. But this isn’t enough. The need        

continues to grow as our elders are living longer, more vibrant lives. 

Each year, the need is in excess of $5 million,” said Laurie Hennen, 

senior vice president and chief philanthropy officer of Benedictine 

Foundation. 

Please consider a gift to Benedictine Care today to help keep more 

seniors in their Benedictine homes. All gifts given locally will remain 

local. 
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2021 Annual Donors 
*donors listed alphabetically by last name 

Benedictine Foundation - Rochester/Byron 

Anonymous (3) 

Assamenech T. Adere 

Mohamoud Ahmed 

Amazon Smile 

Mark D. Andersen 

Jerrold Argetsinger 

Donna J. Arnold 

Julienna Bagob 

Gilda Banfield 

Beverly Bantley 

Joan Barton 

Donna Betcher 

Dennis & Linda Bingham 

Arquisha Blackman 

Kelly Bleess 

Terry Blum 

Ann C. Bock 

Payton Boice 

Susan Boyles 

Linda & Brad Brech 

Bremer Bank 

Bristol-Myers Squibb  

  Foundation 

Elaine Bromelkamp 

Lynne Brooks 

Debra Brue 

Peggy Bruns 

Karen & Bob Bunne 

Judy Buol 

Connie Burke 

Arlene Burns 

Canadian Honker Restaurant  

Magdalena Carranza Hernandez 

Vickie Carter 

Catholic United Financial 

Charities Aid Foundation of  

  America 

Lois Christianson 

Thomas & Kari Cierzan 

Kerry Clark 

Irene Cohn 

Hannah Coleman 

Betty Connors 

Mary Jo Cosio 

Roger Daly 

Tris Daly 

Susanne Daood 

Shannon Day 

Bernice Dee 

Therese DeGrood 

Charles & Marlene DeVos 

Lori Diehn 

Ramona Digre 

Bernie & Sandy Dilley 

Mary & William Doucette 

Audrey Drake 

Elizabeth Durbin 

Joan & Jerry Durbin 

Tim Durbin 

Carolyn East-Grotjohn 

Laurence & Karol Eckel 

Leo Eckel 

Mark & Janna Ellingson 

Charles & Marlys Elliott 

Tanya Engesser 

Kongnso M. Erica 

Glen Farrow 

Margaret Fasbender 

James Faulhaber 

James & Mary Ferdinandt 

Douglas Ferguson 

Lori Fiksdal 

Douglas & Anne Fingerson 

Kelly & David Flo 

Bernita Flynn 

James & Laura Foster 

Bonnie J. Fox 

Robert Frey 

James & Helen Frigaard 

James Funk 

Sharon Gabrielson 

John Gannon 

John & Carol Gannon 

Matthew Gannon 

Roberta Garner 

Carol Geerdes 

Timothy & Kathy Geisler 

Rita E. Gengler 

Joan Gerteisen 

Lori Gittus 

Kathryn Glasenapp 

Mike & Mary Greve 

Verna Grider 

Jude Grim 

Citiali Gutierrez Zambrano 

Charles & Carleen Haggerty 

Patti Haggerty 

Janet Hammel 

Ronnie Hanson 

Ashley Haugen 

John & Charlene Hawk 

Father Joseph Hennen 

Carol & Tom Hennessey 

Jim & Linda Hennessey 

Kevin Hennessey 

Charles Hickey 

Thomas & Nancy Hockert 

Lois M. Holland 

Elizabeth Holmberg 

Nathan & Katherine Holtegaard 

Erin Horntvedt 

Bonnie Huppert 

Margee Jacobson 

Randall & Victoria Jensen 

Susan M. Johnson 

Lucy & Robert Julius 

Jo Kapinos 

Rick & Mona Keehn 

Susan Kimball 

Frank Klauda 

William Kleis 

Gabrielle Klingsporn 

Tim & Barbara Kodet 

Sara Knutson 

Dave & Barb Kocer 

Ellen Koepsell 

Kruesel General Merchandise 

  Auction  

Evelyn Kruger Admin Trust 

Margot & Steve Kurtz 

Elizabeth Lange 

RoseMary Larson 

Sheila Larson 

Steve Laudon 

Jerome Lawler 

Leesa Leclaire 

Steven & Carolyn Levalley 

Katherine Lewis 

Mark & Kris Litzow 

Elizabeth Mackey 

Elaine MacMillan 

Margaret Mahoney 

Douglas Malchow 

Michelle Mann 

Mariah Mariano 

Robert Marsolek 

Marianne Maruca 

Paul Mattson 

Amy & Stan Mayer 

Margaret Mbinkar 

Jane & Rocky Mccaleb 

Ed & Anne McCullough 

Ryan & Ellen McHugh 

Annette Meyer 

Michael & Cheryl Miller 

Dawn Mitchell 

MN Breastfeeding Coalition 

Denise Morcomb 

Sandy Molenda 

Carl & Rosemary Most 

Helen Mueller 

John & Marge Murach 

Denise Nachreiner 

Dorothy M. Nachreiner 

Margaret B. Nelson 

David & Katherine Ness 

Virginia Newdenhall 

Bernard & Julie Nigon 

Dennis & Sandra Nigon 

Mark & Linda Noble 

Gerald O'Brien 

Kathleen M. O'Brien 

Mary Ann O'Rourke 

Franklin Okeyo 

Charles Padrnos 

Barbara Paulson 

John Paulson 

Dale & Kay Pearson 

John Peterson 

Marie Peterson 
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2021 Annual Donors continued... 
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Irvin Plitzuweit 

Marlys Podein 

Jerry Porter 

Gerald & Judith Powers 

Stephen & Mary Preston 

Mike Purvis 

Mary Reardon 

Michael Redfield 

Rochester Sunrisers Kiwanis 

Ken & Rosamond Reding 

Rebekah Riihiluoma 

Rochester Area Foundation 

Theresa Rock 

Kathryn M. Ross 

Louise Rossi 

Kristine Rossman 

Kathryn Rustad 

Judith & Donald Ryan 

Saint Paul & Minnesota  

  Community Foundation 

DeAnn Salley 

Marvin & Judy Saxsma 

Diane & Ron Schaap 

Eugene & Arlys Schmidt 

Carl & Verna Schmidt 

  Foundation 

Quentin & Gloria Schmierer 

Donald J. Schmitz 

Richard & Janet Schultz 

Eva Schwering 

Diane & Jim Schwinghammer 

John Senty 

Lynne Shuster 

Bruce & Linda Simonton 

Karen Sitte 

Tom & Teresa Small 

Angela Smith & Erik Tryggestad 

Jill Squier 

Shelby Stachowitz 

Robin Stearns 

Marietta A. Steck 

James & Linda Stelley 

Mary Stellpflug 

Paul & Eleanor Stellpflug 

Janice Strand 

Alan P. Strom 

Daniel Tesch 

Pratima Thapaliya 

Cindy & Michael Tomashek 

Christie Thomason 

Terry Thul 

Thomas Tupper 

Lisa VanVoltenberg 

Michael & Pauline Varley 

Lores Vlaminck 

Roger & Sarabeth Watson 

Scott Weatherstone 

Warren & Jane Wehner 

Karel M. Weigel 

Darla Wendt 

Lowell Whittle 

Michael Willard 

Dave & Joy Winkle 

Tracy Winslow 

Dean & Julie Wiste 

Pearl Zaki 

Diane & Herman Zincke 

 

IN HONOR OF 

Rita Gengler 

Geraldine Hennessey 

Joyce Hupport 

Shirley Keehn 

Joann Manemann 

Richard McHugh 

Jeanette Regan 

Ruby Rose 

Sally Vandermus 

Jim Wall 

 

MATCHING GIFTS 

Blackbaud Giving Fund: Your  

  Cause 

IBM 

UBS Matching Gifts Program 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

Delores Befort 

Mary Frances Burton 

Evelyn Cashman 

Jim & Evie Cierzan 

Phyllis Clark 

Judy Collins 

Lois Crouch 

Quentin Crouch 

Fran Daley 

Geraldine Diehn 

Joseph Dieser 

Rita Eckel 

Loren Ehnert 

Zelma Ferdinandt 

Mary Forestell 

Edward & Myrtle Foster 

Paul Fountain 

Eloise Christensen 

Eloise Grassle 

Geraldyne Greve 

Lorraine Grim 

Dorothy Gutschenritter 

Robert Haggerty 

Pat Hein 

Ione Hesh 

John Just 

John Robert Knecht 

Jean Kress 

Ray Krolak 

Evelyn Kruger 

Margaret Lawler 

Lois Litzow 

Harvey Meyer 

Lucille Morcomb 

Art Mueller 

Bertilla Mullenbach 

Wayne Munns 

Dorothy Nachreiner 

Phil Oliveto 

Mary Ann & Allen Paulson 

Loretta Plavek 

Marlys Podein 

Rose Rademacher 

Dorothy Sifferath 

Cletus & Ruth Small 

George Steins 

Joan Steins 

Louise Terrill 

Barbara Thompson 

Gordon & Vivian Tupper 

Josephine Virciglio 

June Vold 

Carolyn Warner 

Donna Whitman 

Helen Willard 

 

PARTNERS/SPONSORS/ 

GIFT-IN-KIND  

A Clark Company 

Paul & Leane Burt 

By the Yard, Inc. 

Greenwood Plants 

Kathleen Heidel 

Elena Henderson 

Home Depot 

Jim Whiting Nursery & Garden 

Knights of Columbus - Council 

  14145 

Pamela K. LaPolice 

Tim & Pat Lawler 

Mills Fleet Farm 

Refashion 

Renning's Flowers 

Eric Schaefer 

Staybridge Suites 

Target-Rochester NW 

Target-South 

Peter Tuinstra 

Michael Win 

 

BENEDICTINE SOCIETY 

OF ROCHESTER/BYRON  

Anonymous (1) 

Joan Barton 

Jean Bernard 

Dorothy Gauthier 

Margaret Kenan 

Evelyn Kruger 

Lois Simons 

Harold Stewart 

William P. Wharton 



Opportunities for Giving 
 Wheelchair Accessible Bus: $98,000 

Traveling to appointments, outings and events is an essential part of our 

residents’ lives, but can become especially difficult when using a wheelchair. 
Your support can help us purchase and maintain a wheelchair accessible 

bus to ensure our residents can continue an active lifestyle despite limited 
mobility. 

 
 Benedictine Care: $100,000 

On any given day, more than four hundred elders residing in a Benedictine 
Community have outlived their financial resources and cannot fully pay for 

the care and services they receive. When you support Benedictine Care, 
you help to keep many of these individuals in your local community in the 

place they now call home. 

 
 Associate Emergency Fund: $50,000 

This new, local program benefits Rochester and Byron employees who face 

a financial strain due to an event outside of their control, such as fire or 
illness. Despite working long hours, some employees are still one         

unexpected emergency away from a financial crisis. With a gift to this    
program, you can help take care of those that take care of you or your 
loved ones.  

 
 Campus Walking Path Project: $150,000 
 It’s vitally important that seniors have a safe place to exercise, relax and 

enjoy nature’s beauty. That’s why we are raising funds to extend smooth, 

looping, concrete walking paths at our Byron campus and repair existing 
paths at all campuses, including Madonna Towers. With gifts to date, we've 

already completed a walking path at Madonna Meadows.   

At Benedictine Foundation-Rochester/

Byron we provide a continuum of care 

that encourages living fully and living 

well. To do this, we depend on     

additional funding sources beyond 

what general operations provides. 

Benedictine Foundation-Rochester/

Byron provides this critical support 

through contributions received from 

individuals, businesses and other    

foundations. All funds we receive are 

used locally and exclusively at       

Benedictine for the benefit of those in 

our care.   

Gifts are made in many ways. Often, 

donors designate a special purpose for 

their gift or make a gift in the memory 

of a loved one. The Benedictine    

Foundation-Rochester/Byron also can 

be named as a beneficiary of an IRA, 

life insurance policy, charitable gift 

annuity, property, or your will or trust. 
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4001 19th Avenue NW 

Rochester, MN 55901 

Benedictine Foundation - Rochester/Byron 

Madonna Towers of Rochester, Inc.  


