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Mughal Empire in India - GK Notes for 

SSC, Bank and Govt. Exams 

Historical knowledge about India is not only important in general but also during in 

SSC, RRB, IBPS, UPSC examinations. These competitive exams test your knowledge of 

history by seeing how much familiar you are with the past of your country. Even if the 

information you are required to know is not in-depth, there are some relevant topics you 

must cover. One of these is the History of Mughal Empire in India. 

The Mughal Empire was a fairly efficient and centralized organisation with a vast 

complex of personnel, and information dedicated to the service of the emperor. The rise 

of Mughal Empire registers an epochal change in the medieval history of India. Conquer 

and domination was not their only concern. They set up an imperial society where the 

influences of the rulers were long enough. This article brings to you all the important 

emperors and events during the Mughal Empire. You can also download Mughal Empire 

- GK Notes in PDF to revise later. 

Rulers During The Mughal Empire 

Babur (1526-1530) 

• Babur was the founder of Mughal dynasty. 

• He was a descendant of Timur from his father’s side and Genghis Khan from his 

mother’s side. 

• He defeated Ibrahim Lodi in the First Battle of Panipat (1526) and 

established the Mughal power in India. 
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• In 1527, he defeated Rana Sanga of Mewar in the Battle of Khanwa near Agra and 

in 1529, he defeated Afghans for the second time in the Battle of Ghagra. 

• Tuzuk-i-Baburi or Baburnama is the biography of Babur. 

Humayun (1530-1540 & 1555-56) 

• After the death of Babur, his son Humayun ascended the throne. 

• His first confrontation was with Sher Khan (later known as Sher Shah) at Chunat 

in 1532. 

• Sher Shah defeated him in the Battle of Chausa (1539)  as well as in the 

Battle of Kanauj (1540). After that, he fled from India. 

• After Sher Shah’s death, he invaded and defeated the brothers of Sher Shah and 

once again became the ruler of India. 

• Humayunama, his biography, was written by his sister, Gulbadan Begum. 

Akbar the Great (1556-1605) 

You should know more about Akbar as he is historically and politically more relevant 

than other rulers in the Mughal dynasty. 

• The eldest son of Humayun, Akbar ascended the throne at the age of 14. 

• His regent Bairam Khan conquered strategic cities and subjugated Malwa and 

Rajasthan. 

• Second Battle of Panipat (1556) was fought between Hemu, who was the 

general of Mohammad Adil Shah and Bairam Khan (mentor of Akbar). Hemu was 

defeated in this battle. The second battle of Panipat marked the real beginning of 

the Mughal Empire. 

Conquest of Non-Rajput state: Malwa, Gondwana, Gujrat, Bihar, Bengal, Orissa etc. 
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Conquest of Rajput state: Almost all of the Rajput states except the Ranas of Mewar 

recognized the supremacy of Akbar. 

In 1576, Rana Pratap and the Mughal Army led by Man Singh fought the Battle of 

Haldighati where Akbar's army defeated Rana Pratap. 

NW Frontier: Kabul, Sind etc. 

Administrative policies and revenue reforms: Introduction of Mansabdari, Zabti 

and Dahsal systems. 

Religious policies:  

1. Proclaimed a new religion called Din-i-Ilahi which had the essence of different 

religions like Islam, Hinduism, Christianity etc. 

2. By marrying the Hindu daughters of Rajput, he showed his secular policy and 

respect toward other religion. 

3. He abolished the pilgrim tax. 

Navaratna of Akbar: 

1. Birbal 

2. Abul Fazl 

3. Faizi 

4. Raja Todar Mal 

5. Raja Man Singh 

6. Tansen 

7. Abdur-Rahim Khan-I-Khana 

8. Fakir Aziao-Din 

9. Mulla Do-Piyaza 
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Jahangir (1605- 1627) 

After the death of Akbar, his son Salim (Jahangir) took the throne. 

• He was famous for his paintings. Furthermore, he also wrote Tuzuk-i-

Jahangiri in Persian. 

• For the purpose of justice, he established Zangir-i-Adal. 

• He sentenced 5th Sikh Guru Arjun Singh to death. 

• In his last days, his son Shahjahan revolted against him. 

Shah Jahan (1628- 1658) 

Shah Jahan ascended the throne after the death of Jahangir. Those in neighbouring 

kingdoms knew him best for his foreign policies. 

• Bijapur and Golkonda recognized the Mughal suzerainty during his time. 

• In addition to politics, he was also known for his love for art, culture, and 

architecture. 

• Tajmahal is one of the UNESCO recognized world heritage sites which was built 

during his time. 

• Also Jama Masjid, Red fort were some of the magnificent structures built by his 

commission. 

• In 1658, his son, Aurangzeb imprisoned him. 

• After 8 years of imprisonment, he died in 1666 during his captivity. 

Aurangzeb (1658- 1707) 

After capturing his own father and murdering his own three brothers, Aurangzeb took 

the throne. 
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• He also executed the 9th Sikh Guru – Guru Teg Bahadur when he refused to 

convert to Islam. 

• He annexed Bijapur and Golkonda. 

• While he reigned, several rebellions took place. Maratha rebellion under the 

leadership of Shivaji was one of them. 

• After the death of Aurangzeb in 1707, the Mughal empire rapidly declined due to 

weak successors, wars of succession, Jagirdari crisis, foreign invasion and finally 

British conquest of India. 

Here is a map of India under the Mughal Empire of Akbar and his successors that 

should be valuable in terms of both historical and geographical knowledge. 
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Know about other important personalities and topics which are expected to be asked in 

Current Affairs Section of various Government Exams. 

Sunil Chhetri - Captain Fantastic 

World Day Against Child Labour 

7th Pay Commission Salary Hike 

Want Latest Updates on FIFA World Cup 2018? 

FIFA 2018 Updates  

Get the updates on Banking, Finance and Government Schemes to ramp up your 

Government Exam preparation. 

Weekly General Knowledge Banking Capsule 2018 

Government Schemes & Policies Monthly Capsule 

Click on the following link to Practise numerous questions about Mughal Empire on 

Testbook 

Solve free Practise Questions 

Finally, if you want to suggest some another topic that we should write on, tell us on 

Testbook Discuss. 

Go to Testbook Discuss 
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