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P A P E R I

ENGLISH

N.B.-(l) A ll questions areDCBAcom pu lso ry .

(2 ) F igu res to the righ t ind ica tefu ll m arks to each question .

(3) E ach question shou ld be answ ered on a new page.

(4) A ll parts o f a question shou ld be answ ered together w ithou t other

answ ers in terven ing .

(5) M arks w ill be deducted if an answ er far exceeds. o r fa lls sho rt o fthe set

lim it o r is irre levan t o r if the handw riting is illeg ib le .

(6 ) A nsw ers m ust be w ritten on ly inEng lish .

M arks

1 . W rite an argum en ta tive essay in abou t 500 w ords onanyone o f the 40

fo llow ing top ics :-

(a) C an techno logy b ring abou t econom ic g row th w ith soc ia l justice?

(b) H as the RBI succeeded in cu rb ing in fla tion?

(c) C an w e have a co rrup tion -free soc ie ty?

(d) H as the econom ic ba lance o f pow er tilted eastw ards?

(e) Is soc ia l 'ne t' w o rk ing a b lessing o r a cu rse?

2 . (a ) M ake a prec is o f the fo llow ing passage reduc ing it to abou t230 w ords 24

and g ive it a su itab le title . W rite the p rec is on the spec ia l sheet

p rov ided fo r th is pu rpose :-

M icro finance is now understood as a financ ia l ac tiv ity . B u t, it

ac tua lly em erged from deve lopm en t considera tions. T he need fo r access

to cap ita l w as spec if ica lly articu la ted by w om en during theU N C on ference

on W om en and D eve lopm en t in M ex ico C ity In 1975 . T he focus then w as

on the m icro -person , the person w ith a m icro -sta tus in soc iety .

T he term ' m icro finance ' cam e m uch la ter and its assoc ia tionm oved

from sav ings to m icrocred it to f inanc ia l serv ices. H ow ever, the p rim ary

ob jec tive o f m icro finance has a lw ays been deve lopm en ta l innatu re . A ll

a long , it w as a im ed at rem ov ing poverty and hunger. B u t thesetw o

questions canno t be addressed adequate ly w ithou t fac to ring in the issue

o f hea lth .

F inanc ia l serv ices are no t just abou t m oney o r g iv ing loans to the

poor. T hey are rea lly abou t bu ild ing assets to p rov ide secu rity and

live lihood to poo r peop le . T h is w ou ld be im possib le to ach ieve w ithou t

tak ing in to accoun t the hea lth sta tus o f poo r ind iv idua ls and the ir

fam ilies.

A ll too frequen tly , the poor defau lt on pay ing back the ir loans because

o f ill hea lth and inab ility to earn du ring that period . T h is has taugh t us

an im portan t lesson : The poo r w ork a t the cost o f the ir ow n body.

[Tu rn over

Edited with the trial version of 

Foxit Advanced PDF Editor

To remove this notice, visit:

www.foxitsoftware.com/shopping

http://www.foxitsoftware.com/shopping


CON 1164 2

A poor w om an 's hea lth and , there fo re , her body is the first and

fo rem ost asset o f her w ork and her life . F o r m icro finance to ach ieve its

ob jec tive o f p rov id ing financ ia l serv ices to the poor it hasto lay stress on

hea lth secu rity as a cruc ia l e lem en t o f soc ia l secu rity . T hey are indeed ,

tw o sides o f the sam e co in .

W hen I started o rgan iz ing in fo rm al sec to r labou r in the la te1960s

and early 1970s, I asked the poor w hat they w an ted m ost Invariab ly , it

w as w ork they sough t and no t charity . Y es, they longed fo r a better life

bu t no t the one w ithou t d ign ity . A t the sam e tim e, it w as c learthat the ir

earn ings cou ld easily be w iped ou t w ithou t support serv icesm ost

im portan tly , hea lth and ch ildcare .

C apac ity bu ild ing in num eracyand lite racy a lso requ ired soc ia l

secu rity . T h is is necessary fo r susta ined deve lopm en t and higher leve ls

o f e ff ic iency . T h is is w here m icro finance can p lay an im portan t ro le and ,

fo r th is reason , w e need m ore m icro finance co -opera tives today .

B u t add ressing th is and prov id ing hea lth secu rity is cu rrently

d iff icu lt s ince insu rance schem es are genera lly no t su itedto the poor. W e

m ust there fo re , deve lop innovative insu rance p roducts that m eet the

requ irem en ts o f the poor w h ile satis fy ing insu rance p rinc ip les. T hat is

w hy an in teg ra ted approach that links m icro finance w ith healthcare is

so essen tia l fo r deve lopm en t.

A p roduct tha t has w orked w ell is the deposit- linked life and

non-life insu rance. A s the dem and fo r insu rance g row s, the need fo r an

independen t, au tonom ous body o ffering hea lth insu rance toits m em bers

g row s as w ell. T h is is an im portan t soc ia l secu rity m easu re because, am ong

o ther th ings, it can he lp finance m ed ica l expend itu re .

T he banks can p lay an im portan t ro le in th is area by p rov id ing

financ ia l serv ices that ca ter to the hea lthcare needs o f thepoor bo rrow ers.

T hese inc lude flex ib le sav ings and loans and particu larly em ergency loans

on dem and . H ousing loans too can m itiga te the hardsh ip o f thepoor

Im proved liv ing cond itions lead to better and hea lth ie r lifesty le . In th is

connection one needs to streng then the partic ipa tion o f w omen in bank ing

espec ia lly in m icro finance.

In the fina l ana lysis, it is the w om en n f the househo ld w ho balance

the fam ily budget. T hey can , there fo re , p laya v ita l ro le in nou rish ing

no t just k insh ip ties bu t hea lth and w ell-be ing o f the fam ilyas w ell.

T hus, w hen she borrow s from a M icro finance Institu tion (M F I) she sees

it no t just as access to m oney bu t as access to an inpu t that w ill s treng then

her fam ily . T o ensu re that w om en con tinue to p laya p ivo ta l role in M F Is,

w e have to ensu re that they are p ro tec ted th rough soc ia l security and

hea lth secu rity .

A G overnm en t that fa ils in its du ty to p rov ide basic hea lthcare

serv ices at the loca l leve l adds to the indeb tedness o f the poor w orkers.

T hat is w hy , the m icro finance secto r shou ld co llec tive ly take up th is po licy

issue w ith the G overnm en t. W e m ust rem em ber that incom e security

and hea lth secu rity are tw o sides o fthe sam e co in , espec ia lly fo r the poor

w ho are at the heart o f M F Is.

E laB hatt.
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(b ) (i) A nsw er, b rie f ly and in you r ow n w ords, anyth ree o f the fo llow ing 12

questions based on the passage :-

(1 ) T race the o rig in o f the term ' m icro finance '. W hat has been

its a im all a long?

(2 ) W hy do the poor defau lt on repayam en t o f loans ? W hat

lesson has the au tho r learn t from th is experience?

(3 ) W hy does the au tho r say that to tru ly benefit the needy

m icro finance secto r shou ld focus on the issue o f hea lth?

(4 ) W hat ro le can insu rance com pan ies and banks p lay in

p rov id ing soc ia l secu rity to poo r bo rrow ers?

(5 ) W hy does the au tho r say that w om en can p laya v ita l ro le

in ensu ring the success o f M F Is?

(ii) E xp la in c learly the con tex tua l m ean ing o f anyfou r the fo llow ing 04

exp ressions:-

(1 ) deve lopm en t considera tions

(2 ) cruc ia l e lem en t

(3 ) in fo rm al sec to r

(4 ) support serv ices

(5 ) susta ined deve lopm en t

(6 ) in teg ra ted approach .

3 . A ttem p t anyone o f the fo llow ing in abou t 250 w ords :- 20

(a) Ind ian househo lds have sav ings o f above 30% - one o f the h ighest

in the w orld . A C om m ittee has been constitu ted to suggest various

financ ia l p roducts w here these sav ings can be invested w itha

v iew to p ro tec ting the p rinc ipa l from in fla tion and a lso to give

positive and rea l re tu rns. D ra ft the C om m ittee R eport.

(b) C om m uting to o ff ice du ring peak hours has becom e an ordea l

particu larly in la rge c ities. T h is is a ffec ting the eff ic iency o f the

em p loyees. A s the H R M anager d ra ft a p roposa l to be sen t toRBI

fo r in troduc ing flex ib le w ork ing hours in the bank . H igh ligh t the

sa lien t fea tu res o f' f lex i-tim e ' and how it w ou ld enhance

eff ic iency at w orkp lace.

(c) RBI had issued a N o tif ica tion d irec ting com m erc ia l banks aga inst

lend ing m ore than 80% of the va lue o fthe p roperty fo r loans above

R s. 20 lakhs. T he P residen t o f the A ssoc ia tion o f R ea l E sta te

D eve lopers o f Ind ia has w ritten toRBI sta ting that th is m ove

does no t bode w ell fo r deve lopers as it m ay lead to d rop in hom e

sales. O n beha lf o f RBI w rite a su itab le rep ly to be

sen t to the P residen t o f the A ssoc ia tion . Im press upon the rea l

esta te deve lopers that the no tif ica tion is a im ed at cu rb ing

specu la tion in the m arket and no t a t a ffec ting hom e sales.
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