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English for Competitive Exams Module 7 – SSC & 

Bank Exams 

Whether you are trying to learn English for competitive exams or simply trying to 

improve your language skills, this module is the ideal way to master the language. Learn 

different concepts in one place for Banking & SSC Exams. Learn something new about 

grammar, vocabulary and verbal skills every day. Before you attempt English for 

Competitive Exams Module 7, try previous modules as well. 

Read the short passage below. Pay special attention to the highlighted words and 

phrases. Then read the discussion below. 

English for Competitive Exams Module 7 - PASSAGE 

McLeod Ganj, the Tibetan settlement above the North Indian town of Dharamshala, is 

a miniature Tibet outside Tibet. It is the place to which countless displaced lamas and 

landowners, refugee peasants and farmers, exiled townsmen and traders, have made 

their way, clustering like barnacles on a rock around the temple residence of the 

Dalai Lama. The complex crowns a saddle on one of the higher ridges of the town. 

Above in the grey wintery light, loom the black rock walls and fault lines of the 

Himalayas, rising to a series of gleaming white snow peaks glowing strangely with 

refracted light at the level of the clouds. 

DISCUSSION: 

Miniature 

The word can be used both as a noun and adjective. As an adjective, it means something 

small of its kind. 

E.g. The miniature Volkswagen was the child’s favourite toy. 
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As a noun, it means a replica. 

E.g. There were three miniatures of the latest model. 

Barnacles 

It is a crustacean (a type of sea creature) with an external shell. Barnacles attach 

themselves to any surface and feeds on the surface. 

The word ‘barnacles’ is often used in similes to describe the tenacity (determination) of 

objects. In the context of the sentence, this is how it has been used. The refugees 

clustered or grouped in the region in a similar manner around the temple residence. 

Around 

This preposition has different meanings. In this case, the word has been used in the 

context of surrounding something. 

E.g. The castle is built around the huge lawns. 

Crowns 

The word can be used both as a noun and a verb. 

As a noun: 

1. An ornament worn on the head by the king or queen. 

E.g. The Queen’s crown was made of gold. 

2. An award or distinction. 

E.g. The best student crown was given to Acquilin. 

As a verb: 
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1. To make someone a monarch. 

E.g. Prince Geoffrey will be crowned before all the nobles from all the other 

kingdoms. 

2. Rest on the top of. 

E.g. The tree was crowned with the seasonal fruits. 

In this context, it has been used as a verb to mean ‘resting on top of’. 

Gleaming 

This is the present participle form of the verb ‘gleam’. A present participle acts as an 

adjective. Here it is describing the snow peaks. 
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