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Increase Speed in Reasoning with Accuracy 

for Banking & Insurance in PDF 

Logical Reasoning is one section that is never left out, Questions are asked in almost all 

the Government Recruitment Exams. Since all the exams are strictly Time Bound, it is 

important that you have a considerable speed to solve maximum number of questions in 

a minimum time frame. This article is going to help you do just that. Read this article on 

How to Increase Speed in Reasoning with Accuracy & inculcate the tips given in the 

article. This will help you in the long run. Also, don't forget, Practice is Key! If you want 

to scale-up you preparation even more, you can take our Online Mock Tests & keep 

practicing! 

Improve Accuracy in Quant for Bank & Insurance Exams 

How to Increase Speed in Reasoning 

Reasoning is all about the process of thinking about something in a logical way. It is 

taken basically to test the judgment skills, the sharpness of mind and logical capacity of 

the candidate. 

While preparing for any banking examinations, there is always a battle between speed 

and accuracy. The dilemma is what matters the most? Attempting maximum questions 

shouldn’t be your priority but for a successful candidate the priority is to attempt 

maximum accurately. Thus, accuracy plays an important role for the final merit of any 

exam. Just keep in mind that High speed with least accuracy is more perilous though 

speed along with accuracy is an added benefit. 

Banking exams include reasoning in every tier as this is the only section wherein the 

aspirants are judged on the basis of their logical thought process and their ability to 

https://testbook.com/ibps-po
https://bit.ly/2nCdiUx
https://testbook.com/bank-po
https://testbook.com/blog/improve-accuracy-for-quant-pdf/


 

2 | P a g e  

 

solve the real world problems. This is the section that can fetch good marks if attempted 

properly. So, concentration is the best instrument to enhance your speed and accuracy. 

This is the only section which checks your decision – making ability and speed using 

limited inputs. 

But before starting to know how to Increase Speed in Reasoning, an aspirants should be 

well acquainted with the syllabus and then should proceed in a structured format. 

Increase Speed in Reasoning in following Topics 

The topics that are included in banking reasoning along with their weightage are given 

below: 

Topic No. of 

Qs 

Syllogism 5 

Seating 

Arrangement 

5 – 10 

Blood Relation 2 – 3 

Puzzles 5 – 10 

Direction 

Sense 

2 – 3 

Coding 

Decoding 

3 – 5 

Inequalities 5 
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 Invest some seconds over a question and analyze the given information carefully. 

Never assume any information 

 Information management, flexibility in approach and innovative and flexible 

thinking is must to crack the reasoning section. 

 Solve previous year’s papers with patience and awareness. It will familiarize you 

with the kind of excellent questions and the difficulty level. 

 Do not look at the solution. Try for hours and think from all the different 

perspectives. 
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 Having solved the enough number of questions, try and analyze where you lack. 

Try to identify the section you are most comfortable with and which ones you are 

not. 

 Make a note of different models and the tricks to solve them, so that you can 

revise it later. 

 Don’t neglect the unanswered and wrongly attempted questions. 

 Pick out the easier Caselet. Don’t just blindly solve what comes in sequence. If 

you are unable to crack in 5 – 6 minutes, skip it and move on to the next. 

 
 

LR problems are usually ‘all – or – nothing types”. The main focus should be on the 

solution. Direction sense, number, ranking, series completion, etc. should be attempted 

first they are less consuming. Syllogisms, blood relations, etc. comes next and puzzles or 
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crosswords at last. An aspirant should divide the topics on the basis of difficulty level 

and time it requires and thus prepare accordingly. 

Divide All Questions in Reasoning Section into Two Categories -  

 Easy and Scoring Questions: - Start with this section as it requires less time 

and high accuracy can be attained. The topics included are: - Syllogisms, Blood 

Relations, Inequalities, Directions, Data Sufficiency Questions of Reasoning, 

Rows and Verbal Logical Deductions 

 Time Consuming Questions: - Questions are difficult in this category. 

Accuracy depends on your level of practice. The topics included are: - Seating 

Arrangements, Puzzles, and Machine Input/Output. 

Few Other Important Tips to Increase Speed in Reasoning -  

 Inequality: - In order to solve questions based on this topic, try using ‘King, 

Soldiers and Public’ technique, wherein, 

1. King is more powerful than soldiers and Soldiers are more powerful than 

Public 

2. And when a conflict arouse between 2 kings or 2 soldiers, No Conclusion is 

reached 

3. Let, King mean “< or >”; Soldier mean “ ≥ or ≤ “; Public Mean “ = “ 

4. Two opposite signs together will lead to a wrong conclusion i.e. when 2 

kings or 2 soldiers faces each other, leading to the fact that the Conclusion 

will be wrong. 

 Distances & Directions: - The questions of this particular topic are less time 

consuming with high accuracy. Remember directions i.e. NEWS: North, East, 

West, South and other four directions. 
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 Puzzles & Seating Arrangement: - This topic is the most confusing and time 

consuming part of the reasoning section. At most 5 – 6 questions come with a 

single puzzle quiz. These are of various types like: - 

1. Circular / Linear / Square Arrangement 

2. Floor Based 

3. Scheduling (Days, Months) 

4. Parallel sitting arrangement 

Initial 2 – 3 statements become a difficulty in solving reasoning puzzles, as there will be 

multiple sequences possible. Try to generate as much sequence as it occurs and don’t 

leave a single one. Start with that point about which much information is given. By the 

time you reach the last statement, one sequence will be left and the rest will cancel 

out.  So, in order to get command in this particular topic, practice 10 – 15 puzzle of 

various types on daily basis. 

1. Remember four main directions : North, East, West, South 

2. Remember four cardinal directions : North – East, North – West, South – East, 

South – West 

3. At the time of sunrise, if a man stands facing the east, his shadow will be towards 

the west. 

4. At the time of sunset, the shadow of an object is always in the east 

5. If a man stands facing the North, at the time of sunrise his shadow will be 

towards his left and at the time of sunset it will be towards his right 

6. At 12:00 noon, the rays of the sun are vertically downward hence there will be no 

shadow 

 Coding & Decoding: - Look at the numbers and alphabets, check the order of 

the sequence i.e. ascending or descending. Look for rules and tricks that might 
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follow and do continuous practice. Coding and decoding can be of following 

types: - 

1. Alphabet type 

2. Numerals type 

3. Symbol and numerals type 

4. Group of words type 

5. Reasoning type 

 Syllogism: - In this sets, two or more statements followed by two or more 

conclusions are given. You need to choose the conclusion that fits logically. The 

basic approach would be as follows: - 

 Affirmative Negative 

Universal 
All 

A 

No 

E 

Particular 

Some; 

many 

I 

Some not; 

many not 

O 

 

 Subject Predicate 

Universal 

Affirmative 
O ×  

Universal 

Negative 
O O 

Particular 

Affirmative 
×  ×  

Particular 

Negative 
×  O 
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Always try to draw the least possible Venn diagram and then try inferring the conclusion 

given. 

 Blood Relations: - Drawing a tree diagram will help you better solving the 

problems of blood relationship 

1. Mother’s or Father’s Brother – Uncle 

2. Mother’s or Father’s Sister – Aunt 

3. Brother’s or Sister’s Son – Nephew 

4. Brother’s or Sister’s Daughter – Niece 

5. Uncle or Aunt’s Son or Daughter – Cousin 

6. Use ‘+’ for male and ‘ – ‘ for female 

A calculation is a vital part in any banking exam as it comes in some of the reasoning 

ability questions. And speed increases as per your understanding of the topic. The more 

you understand any topic; the better will be your problem solving ability and then the 

speed will increase automatically. So, speed is nothing but the byproduct of practice + 

understanding. Don’t practice until you get it right. Practice until you can’t get it wrong. 

Have a look at other such articles that will help you prepare for Banking, Insurance or 

Government Exams. 

India’s Administrative System 

Concepts of Microeconomics  

Know all About Human Development Index 
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Indian Constitutional Amendments  

If you are reading this article on Increase Speed in Reasoning then you are surely 

preparing for Banking or other Government Exams. You can click on the following link 

to begin your practice and stay ahead in the competition. 

Solve Free Practice Questions on Testbook 

Discuss other such tricks and tips to Increase Speed in Reasoning which will help you 

and your fellow aspirants prepare for such exam! 

Take me to Testbook Discuss! 
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