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Important Current Affairs 2nd December 2017

e 33rd year of Bhopal gas tragedy

o The tragedy that struck the Bhopal city three decades ago occurred on the
intervening night of December 2 and 3, 1984.

o Even after 33 years, the victims of Bhopal gas tragedy are still complaining
of not being provided with proper medical facilities, better living
conditions and employment.

o Also, the toxic waste lying in the defunct Union Carbide is yet to be
disposed off.

o Virat Kohli surpasses Brian Lara

o Virat Kohli’s record 243 guided India to 536/7 against Sri Lanka on the

second day of the third Test at the Feroz Shah Kotla Stadium in New Delhi.
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Kohli overtook West Indies great Brian Lara, who held the record
previously with five double tons in Tests.
o Kohli resumed Day 2 of the third India-Sri Lanka Test on 156 and quickly
reached his second double ton of the series.
o« Mehbooba Mufti re-elected PDP president
o Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti was re-elected as the president of the
Jammu and Kashmir People's Democratic Party (PDP) for the next three
years.
o She thanked party leaders for "reposting their trust and electing me as
their president”.
o Alaw graduate, 57-year-old Mehbooba took the plunge into mainstream
politics of the state in 1996 by joining the Congress, along with her father.
e ‘Bandhan Tod’ app for school girl
o Patna-based Gender Alliance, an initiative of the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA), had launched the Android-based app named
‘Bandhan Tod’.
o Itis to sensitize people across the state against dowry, child marriage,
domestic violence and gender inequality.
o A Bihar girl, 13 years old, sent out a distress message through this app and
was saved from becoming a victim of child marriage.
o Int. Day for the Abolition of Slavery
o The United Nations’ International Day for the Abolition of Slavery is
annually held on December 2 to raise awareness of the atrocities of
modern slavery.
o The focus of this day is on eradicating contemporary forms of slavery, such
as trafficking in persons, sexual exploitation etc.
o Itwas first celebrated in 1986.

« NASA fires up Voyager 1 thrusters
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NASA told a set of thrusters aboard the Voyager 1 spacecraft, the only
human-made object in interstellar space, have been successfully fired up
after 37 years without use.

The spacecraft has been using small devices called “attitude control
thrusters” to orient itself so it can communicate with Earth.

Voyager 1 and Voyager 2 were launched 16 days apart in 1977.

« D K Sarraf appointed as PNGRB Chairman

o

@)

o

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved the
appointment of D K Sarraf, as the new Chairman of the Petroleum and
Natural Gas Regulatory Board.

An official statement said, that former Director (Operations), Oil India
Ltd, S Rath, has also been appointed as a Member of the board, after
replacing K K Jha.

Sarraf earlier worked in ONGC.

« CBDT signs two Indian APAs

O

The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has entered into 2 Bilateral
Advance Pricing Agreements (APAs).

These Agreements are the first ever Bilateral APAs with The Netherlands.
With the signing of these Agreements, the total number of APAs entered
into by the CBDT has gone up to 186. This includes 171 Unilateral APAs
and 15 Bilateral APAs.

o India gets Certificate of Commendation

o

o

o
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India was awarded the certificate of commendation for its effort to combat
illegal wildlife trade by Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora.

The award was given to Wildlife Crime Control Bureau for its efforts in
conducting and coordinating species-specific wildlife enforcement
operation, codenamed ‘Operation Save Kurma’.

CITES was signed in 1973.
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e Mission SAMPARK launched
o The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare launched the National
Strategic Plan 2017-24 aimed at eradicating HIV/AIDS by 2030.
o Mission SAMPARK was also launched to trace those who are left to Follow
Up and are to be brought under Antiretroviral therapy services.
o The National Strategic Plan 2017-24 will pave a roadmap not only for
achieving the target of 90:90:90 Strategy.
o Kapu reservation bill passed in Andhra
o The Andhra Pradesh assembly unanimously passed the Kapu reservation
bill which will provide the community with a 5% quota in education and
employment in the state.
o However, Kapu quota if issued will take the total quota in the state to 55%,
which is more than 50% limit restricted by the Supreme Court.
o The Kapu community forms 27% of the population.
o International Day for Disabled Person
o The annual observance of the International Day of Persons with
Disabilities was proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly
resolution 47/3 in 1992
o It aims to promote the rights and well-being of persons with disabilities in
all spheres of society and development.
o The theme for this year’s IDPD is “Transformation towards sustainable
and resilient society for all”.
e Award for Divyangjan Empowerment - 2017
o Shri Ram Nath Kovind will present the “National Award for Divyangjan
Empowerment-2017” to Individuals, Institutions, Organisations for their
outstanding achievements towards empowerment of Persons with

Disabilities.
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The function will be organized by the Department of Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities under the Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment.

The awards will be given on 3 Dec

e Cyclone ‘OCKHI’ warning for Lakshadweep

o

The very severe cyclonic storm ‘OCKHI’ over Lakshadweep area and
adjoining Southeast Arabian Sea moved further west-northwestwards with
a speed of 10 kmph during past 06 hours.

The system is very likely to weaken gradually.

It is very likely to continue to move northwestwards during next 24 hours

and then recurve northeastwards during the subsequent 48 hours.

e Shiva Keshavan Wins Gold

o

The sole Indian participant and defending Asian champion Shiva
Keshavan retained his title with a time of 55.60 seconds.

India's veteran Winter Olympian Shiva Keshavan won a gold medal at the
Asian Luge Championships at Altenberg, Germany.

Due to technical reasons, the Asian Luge Championships took place at

Altenberg in Germany.

o India re-elected to IMO

@)

India has been re-elected to the Council of the International Maritime
Organisation under a category that represents nations with the largest
interests in international seaborne trade.

India was re-elected to the body under Category B at an assembly of the
organization at its headquarters.

India secured the second-highest number of votes(144) from member-

countries, just after Germany(146).

 Kim Crowned as Miss Supranational 2017
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o 24-year-old model and Miss Korea Jenny Kim has bagged the title of Miss
Supranational 2017 at the gala event, which was held in Poland's Spa
Resort of Krynica- Zdroj.

o Miss Columbia Tica Martinez and Romania's Bianca Tirsin were adjudged
First Runner's Up and the second runner-up in the event, respectively.

o India's official entry into the competition, Peden Ongmu Namgyal,
reached top 25.

e 'Populism' Named Word of the Year

o The word "populism' has been announced as Cambridge Dictionary's Word
of the Year 2017.

o The dictionary defined populism as "political ideas and activities that are
intended to get the support of ordinary people by giving them what they
want".

o It said searches for 'populism' rose when Pope Francis made statements
warning against its rising tide.

e Surya Re-Appointed Prasar Bharati Chief

o Veteran journalist A Surya Prakash has been appointed the chairman of
the Prasar Bharati board for a second consecutive term till February 8,
2020.

o Information and broadcasting ministry issued an order after a panel
headed by Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu recommended Prakash’s
name for the post.

o His first term as the Chairman of Prasar Bharati had ended on October 28.

o Infosys Appoints Parekh as MD & CEO

o Infosys announced the appointment of Salil S. Parekh as its new CEO and
Managing Director.

o Salil was in Capgemini earlier.

o The Bengaluru-headquartered company was searching for a new CEO after

former CEO Vishal Sikka resigned in August 2017.
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o Cofounder Nandan Nilekani returned to the company as non-executive

chairman to steady operations.
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