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Error Spotting Capsule 15 in PDF - 

Degree Modifiers 

If you are preparing for competitive exams of Banking, SSC Exams like IBPS Clerk, 

IBPS PO, SBI Clerk, SBI PO, SSC CGL, RRB NTPC, RBI, LIC AAO, etc. In all these 

exams you will encounter English Language and Comprehension sections. One of the 

most important aspects of the English section is to learn to Spot Errors and 

Correct Sentences. These Error Spotting and Sentence Correction Grammar Capsules 

are aimed at helping you learn a little bit of Grammar every day. Let us start with Error 

Spotting Capsule 15 which deals with the concept of 'Degree Modifiers'. You can even 

download Error Spotting Capsule 15 as PDF. 

Error Spotting Capsule 15 in PDF - Degree 

Modifiers 

What is a degree modifier? 

A degree modifier is a word which is added before an adjective or an adverb to indicate 

the degree or extent to which they apply. 

1. Pretty 

Meaning: To a moderately high degree 

Translation: काफ़ी 

Usage in a sentence: I'm pretty sure it was her. 
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2. Rather  

Meaning: To a slight degree 

Translation: कुछ कुछ 

Usage in a sentence: It's rather cold today, isn't it? 

Usage tip: We use 'rather' mainly with negative words and negative 

ideas: It's rather difficult. 

 

 

3. Fairly 

 Meaning: To quite a high degree 

Translation: काफ़ी 

Usage in a sentence: I was fairly certain she had nothing to do with 

this. 
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4. Awfully  

Meaning: To an extremely high degree 

Translation: बहुत  

Usage in a sentence: It's an awfully long time since we last saw each 

other. 

Usage tip: Mostly used with negative ideas: awfully bad. (awfully 

long time == long time NO see) 

5. Little 

Meaning: To a small extent 

Translation: थोडा 

Usage in a sentence: I have little doubt of their identity 

6. Quite 

Meaning: Completely; to a higher degree 

Translation: काफ़ी 

Usage in a sentence: The movie was quite good. 
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7. Enough  

Meaning: To the degree needed 

Translation: पर्ााप्त 

Usage in a sentence: You are not old enough. 

Usage tip: Enough comes after its adjective: old enough. 

Summary 

Degree expressed: little < rather (neg) < pretty < fairly < quite < 

very/awfully (neg) 

Error Spotting Capsule 15 - Exercises & Solutions 

Here are a few practice exercises. While solving these questions, make sure you do not 

look at the explanations given below. 

Exercises 

1. I could not believe what had happened. It was (quite/rather) 
amazing 

2. The people I work with are (rather/fairly) unfriendly. 
3. I have been told a strange ghost story. It is (quite/rather) 

incredible. 
4. The teacher's explanation was (quite/rather) interesting. This 

time I understood everything! 
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Explanations to Above Exercises! 

1. Quite - as 'quite' means completely and amazing is a positive 

feeling and 'rather' is mostly used with negative ideas. 

2. Rather - 'rather' is used with negative ideas. 

3. Quite - the feeling associated with incredible is 'this is 

impossible'. 'Rather' means to a slight degree but 'quite' means 

to a higher degree and thus, 'quite' is the suitable option to 

express 'impossible!' 

4. Rather - one may choose 'quite' as it is associated with positive 

feeling. But, here, compared to earlier explanations (maybe in 

the textbooks or even by the teacher), this explanation is 

interesting. If we use 'quite' here, it means 'absolutely 

interesting!' But what we need to express here is 'relatively, 

compared to others, interesting'. 

We hope you find Error Spotting Capsule 15 based on Degree Modifiers helpful for your 

preparation. Go through our previous error spotting capsules & make most of it. 

Error Spotting Capsule 14 - Spelling Rules Part 2 

Error Spotting Capsule 13 - Spelling Rules Part 1 

Here are some articles that help you to improve your spoken and written English: 

Word Power Made Easy Capsule 98 
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