
Who is Malala Yousafzai? 10 

Important Points You Can’t Miss 

Malala Yousafzai is a young Pakistani girl who first gained international attention for 

being shot in the head and nearly killed by Taliban. Malala was aboard a bus in 2012, 

campaigning for education of girls in Pakistan, when the Taliban reportedly hijacked 

the bus and singled her out, they shot her in the neck and head. She survived and 

won the 2014 Nobel Peace Prize. To honour Malala Yousafzai, Malala Day 

is celebrated on 12th July every year on her birthday. Download as PDF 

Points You Need to Know this Malala Day 

Malala Yousafzai was born on 12th July 1997 at Mingora, Swat, Pakistan. She was 

named after Malalai of Maiwand, a famous poet and a revolutionary woman from 

Southern Afghanistan. Here are 10 Important Points You Can’t Miss about Malala on 

Malala Day: 

1. She’s Advocated for Girls’ Education Since She 
Was 11 

In 2009, Malala started blogging about living under Taliban rule for BBC. She 

penned down this blog under the false identity, Gul Makai, about the life under the 

control of Taliban and the difficulties faced by people. At that time, Taliban was 

forcing closures of private schools in Pakistan to put a stop on girls’ education. 

2. She Was Shot When She Was 15 

Malala Yousafzai always advocated for girl’s education. She was shot in the head and 

in her neck by Taliban in Swat Valley of Pakistan on 9th October 2012 while she was 
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on a bus to school, for her this righteous act. The man shot her because she raised 

her voice again Taliban’s banning of women education. She was just 15 years old at 

the time of this incident. 

3. She is Highly Educated 

Many may think of her as a small town girl but she already has 2 honorary degrees: 

1. Master’s in Arts from University of Edinburgh 

2. Doctor of Civil Law from the University of King’s College. 

4. She Gave a Speech at UN on Malala Day 

Malala gave a speech at the United Nations on her 16th Birthday. She spoke about 

the Right of Education of every child while addressing the United Nations on 12th 

July 2013. That is how Malala Day came into existence. 

5. She has Published a Book 

In August 2014, Malala wrote a memoir. The book is named “I Am Malala, The Girl 

Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban”. This book went on to 

become No. 1 seller on Amazon. She told about the struggle she faced while raising 

the voice for girl’s education in Pakistan. 

6. She Has Won Many Awards 

She is recipient of various Peace Awards for her activism and courage for raising her 

voice for the Rights of Women and Children’s Education. She has also won ‘Nobel 

Peace Prize’ for the same. To date, she has won over 40 Awards including Glamour 

Award for Girl’s Hero, Sakharov Prize and National Malala Peace Prize. 



7. She Started a School on Her 18th Birthday 

When she turned 18, she started an all-girls school for Syrian Refugees, inviting 

leaders from all over the world to provide “Books not Bullets“.  Most of the funding 

was done by The Malala Fund (an NGO which supports local education projects). 

8. She Lives in Birmingham, England 

She lives in England with her family ever since she was treated for her gunshot 

wounds. She wanted to go back to her nation and continue to fight for the education 

of girls. In an interview, she told that she misses her friends there and also stated 

that everybody treats her as ‘Malala Yousafzai’ and she misses being just ‘Malala’. 

9. She Wanted to Become a Doctor 

Initially she wanted to become a Doctor but after her experience and her enhanced 

clarity about the reality of the world, she wishes to pursue a career in Politics. 

10. She is Still Criticized 

Despite doing the noblest of things, she has many haters. These haters are not only 

Taliban but also some common people from Pakistan who defy her ideas and 

appraisals of the western countries. Pakistan being her home country has not even 

acknowledged Malala Day when the U.N has celebrated her birthday and her 

attainments in activism. 

 


