
 

 

 
My name is Alex Griffin and this is my 
story. 
Gas in the tank? Check!  
Hands on the wheel? Check! 
Another city in the rear view mirror & I'm 
alone again. "I got this"... 
 
"Just passing through" - a favored phrase of 

mine for some time now. Sandpoint, Idaho was more of the 
same as far as I was concerned (or so I thought). I was on my 
way to Oregon, -or more accurately- back to Oregon. 
GOD had other plans.... It was time to flip the script. 
 
For many years I was without aim, in more ways than one. 
Struggling day to day, always on the road, moving (mostly 
sideways), in a vain attempt to "find myself." 
"I got this"... 
Again, another boiling point, followed by a disaster, and an 
all too familiar calamity, are we sensing a pattern here? In 
one fell swoop my job & vehicle (which I lived in full time) 
disappeared. Here one minute gone the next, my livelihood - 
like a vapor. My security vanished along with what little hope 
remained of ever finding my place, where I belonged. "Not 
all who wander are lost", another motto I've always held 
close at all times. Well, there was no question that despite my 
efforts, and how much I wanted to believe that it simply was-
n't true. Best laid plans... Selah 
 
Out of the darkness into the light the Bonner Gospel Mission 
shone like a beacon in the night - a saving grace. I was led 
through the open doors filthy and freezing, with nothing but 
the stained clothes on my back, clinging desperately to an 
emergency blanket." I was lost but now am found, was blind 
but now I see." These words now hold special meaning. Un-
beknownst to me at that time, the LORD had put His healing 
hands on me and & spoke truth into my heart. He said "I got 
this." 
 
I've come to know & trust in the LORD since that day, and 
am thankful to James & GOD working through him, the Bon-
ner Gospel Mission, and Paul, Toby, Ron, Ryan, Jeff, Logan 
the brothers who minister here. Peace & love be to you & 
yours! I am renewed & redeemed through the salvation of 
Jesus, our LORD & sacrifice of Christ and Him crucified. 
While it was the free gift from GOD of eternal life that ulti-
mately allowed me to be reborn, it's also thanks to the mis-
sion & all those who make it possible for such a light to con-
tinue to shine upon those in desperate need of a new way - a 
better way.  
"For I am the way, the truth and the life." Onwards & up-
wards, walking in the present with eyes towards eternity. 
Father of us all, LORD in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
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Reinstituting the soup kitchen 
 

We are going to reinstate our soup kitchen one day a 
week on Sunday from 1 to 3 PM. 
 
What is a soup kitchen you may ask? Well, we believe 
it is sharing what God has given the mission to the com-
munity. God continues to bless this mission and the men 
that reside here and because the blessings are so big, we 
feel like it’s time to start sharing with the community. 
As the director of the mission I do see a need in our 
community for those less fortunate, or those who strug-
gle to make ends meet. There is a meal every day of the 
week in Sandpoint and Ponderay that many people ben-
efit from. We want to add a meal every Sunday to meet 
that need for those who are in a need of a meal and fel-
lowship. 
 
So starting Sunday, February 6th from 1 to 3 PM, we 
will have open doors for the community that need a 
meal and fellowship. All are welcome to come sit and 
have a warm meal and great conversations about Jesus. 
We believe this blessing is so amazing we also want to 
share it with any volunteer who would like to serve. We 
definitely need some help in executing our soup kitchen 
with the community. We will serve what we have soup, 
sandwiches, spaghetti or casserole etc. 
 
We need things like  

• Soup ingredients 

• Completed soup of any kind. 

• Meat, (hamburger, chicken, pork, beef) 

• Veggies of all kinds 

• Salads 

• Bread for sandwiches 

• Lunchmeat 

• Volunteer servers 

• Financial help 
 
If you don’t feel called to serve at the meal time on Sun-
day you can make any soup, casserole, sandwiches etc. 
and drop it off and we would use it. We look forward to 
being a resource to our community as much as our com-
munity has been a resource for us all in the name of 
Jesus. Yes, on the front it’s a meal, but on the backend 
it will be about as Paul puts it, it’s all about “Christ and 
Him Crucified!” 
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Jesus 

is the 

Light 

For God so 
Loved the 
World... 

John 3:16 



offspring shall endure forever, his throne as long as 
the sun before me. [37] Like the moon it shall be es-
tablished forever, a faithful witness in the skies.” 
 
What has God promised? That He would fulfill His 
law in us. The new covenant is that He would fulfill 
our side of the covenant. God has always been a cov-
enant keeping God; we have always been a covenant 
breaking people. So God declares, I am going to 
make a new covenant.  That is God dwelling in us 
through the crucified Savior and keeping our side of 
the covenant by writing his law on our hearts by the 
forgiveness of sins. 
 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 
[31] “Behold, the days are coming, declares the 
LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah, [32] not like 
the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I 
was their husband, declares the LORD. [33] For this 
is the covenant that I will make with the house of Is-
rael after those days, declares the LORD: I will put 
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. 
And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
[34] And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor 
and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 
 
So when God feels silent; He’s not. His covenant is 
with us and He will forever be satisfying; Thanks to 
our Crucified Savior, for keeping our side of the cov-
enant (through His death on the Cross). Now we get 
to live in satisfaction with the Living God.  
 

James Noriega– Executive Director 

 

 

More residents 
 

We have added two more beds to our resident 
numbers. This allows us to reach more men 
and preach Jesus to more men. With adding 
two more beds our needs also grow. We will 
always need financial and physical help. We 
are always looking for godly men to come and 
minister the gospel of Jesus Christ to each of 
our guys here. In addition, we also need finan-
cial help and meal or ingredients for meals, so 
we can meet the physical needs of these men 
as we preach Jesus to them. We make no 
bones about it, God has constantly blessed us 
with great people around us I just want to re-
mind everyone we are growing and our needs 
grow as well. For those who have been faith-
ful this year we would like to thank you. We 
couldn’t do this without you! Because, of 
your faithfulness we are able to grow more 
residential. So, we praise God that were able 
to grow because of such great donors and vol-
unteers who just want to keep with our physi-
cal and financial needs. We want to make 
much of Jesus as we reach more people 
through your faithfulness. 
 

Snow blower 
 

It is late in the season, but we are in desperate 
need of a snow blower. Even though it might 
not snow again this year, we can be ready for 
next year. So if you know someone or feel 
called to help us with a snow blower that 
would be amazing, thank you.  
 

 

 

 
 

God is a Promise Keeper even 
though He may seem silent 

 
 

Psalm 86:11-13 
[11] Teach me your way, O LORD, that I may walk in 
your truth; unite my heart to fear your name. [12] I 
give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole 
heart, and I will glorify your name forever. [13] For 
great is your steadfast love toward me; you have de-
livered my soul from the depths of Sheol. 
 
Here at the mission we study the Cross of Jesus on a 
daily basis. Sometimes we look at the Psalms and 
when David feels alone, or he feels like God is not 
speaking, or not present then David starts to speak to 
God. David seems to remind himself of the steadfast 
love and faithfulness of God; David clings onto the 
promises of God when God seems to be silent.  
 
The men at the mission also feel like God seems to be 
silent as well. So, we teach the men how to expect 
more from God, because of His promises. Even 
though life seems turned upside down. Have you ever 
experienced what it feels like when God is silent? 
What is your response? Ours is, “where are you 
God?” Or “did I make you mad?” Things like that; we 
go inward. The men want to know what direction 
God's taking them or what the next steps are. The men 
usually look for information and we teach them that 
they don’t need answers they need God and He is the 
answer! 
 
What we are learning is the times that God seems to 
be silent are the times that God is teaching us how to 
cling on to His promises. He is growing us in faith. 
What we are starting to realize, is that closer to God, 
turns into more faithfulness; a greater confidence of 
who God is. Sometimes, we think when we get closer 
to God; we would be happier. We think we would feel 
different. What we are starting to believe is the closer 
I get to God the more I make it about God and the less 
I make it about me.  This happens through faith.  So 
you ask, “faith in what?” God is a promise keeper. 
Psalm 89:34-37 
 
[34] I will not violate my covenant or alter the word 
that went forth from my lips. [35] Once for all I have 
sworn by my holiness; I will not lie to David. [36] His 
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