
A
acorn

air
antler
apple

autumn

B
bales
barn 
bat

bear
blanket
bonfire
boots

bountiful
branch
breezy
brisk

brown
buck
bus

bushel
butternut

C
change

chestnuts
chili
chilly

chipmunk
cider

cinnamon
clock

clouds
cob

cobweb
color
cool
corn

cornstalk
cornucopia

cozy
crack

crackling
cranberry

crisp
crops
crow

crunchy

D
deciduous
doughnuts

drop
dry

E
equinox

evergreen

F
fall

farmer
festival

fig
flannel
fleece
foggy

foliage
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frost

G
game
ghost
ginger
gobble

gold
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grove

H
Halloween

happy
harvest
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hayride

hike
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hoot
hues



O
oak trees
October
orange
orchard

owl

P
pants

parsnip
path
pear

pecan
pick
pie

pilgrim
pinecone

plow
plum

pomegranate
preserves
pumpkin

Q
quilt

R
rain
rake
reap
red
ripe

S
sack

scarecrow
scarf

school
season
seeds

sSeptember
soup

squash
squirrel

stalk
stew
stick
straw

sunflower
sweater

T
Thanksgiving

tick
toil
tree
trick

tumble
turkey

turn
turtleneck

V
vest

W
web

wheat
wind
witch

woods
word

Y
yellow

J
jacket

jam
jelly
jump

K
kite

L
leaf

leaves
long sleeves

M
maize
maple
maze

migrate
moon

N
nippy

nutmeg
nuts
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As summer turns to fall, the air grows crisp. The days grow
shorter, and night lasts longer.

During the fall season, trees get less water. Oak trees need to
save water to start the growth of buds for spring. The trees do
this by dropping acorns. Animals gather the acorns to store for
winter.

Trees also get less sunlight in the fall. With less water and
sunlight, the leaves change color. Green leaves turn bright red,
orange, and yellow. The leaves drop from the trees and land in
dry, crunchy piles.

Jumping in leaf piles is just one of the many fun things to do in
the fall. Many kids go to orchards and pumpkin patches. It is
normal during the fall to take hay rides and explore corn mazes.
Scarecrows show up in the fall, along with hot cider.

Fall begins in September, on the equinox. The equinox happens
when the sun is exactly over the equator. Fall lasts until winter
starts in December.

Fall

Decodable Story
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Fall

acorns
cider
color
corn

December
during

equator

explore
for

gather
longer
normal
orange

orchards
over

September
shorter

start
starts

store
summer

turn
turns
water
winter

Word List

Vowel 
Teams 

The following R-controlled words 
appear in this story:

The following vowel team words
appear in this story:

air
bright
days
green
grow

grows
growth

hay
leaf

leaves

need
night
oak

scarecrows
season

show
sunlight

trees
yellow



Say the name of each fall-themed picture word below. 
Then read the short vowel word inside each leaf. 

Color in the leaf with a word that matches the picture.

cub cab cob

but bat bit

not net nut

fog fin fig

rad red rod



Say the name of each fall-themed picture word below. 
As you speak, tap out the sounds for each word. 
Then write the letter for each sound in the apple.

Answers: j-a-m / c-a-t / n-u-t / w-e-b



Practice reading the fall-themed short vowel words as
quickly and accurately as possible.

red web bus bat

cob nut jam red

bus cob bat jam

web red nut fig



1. The wind felt _____ to Brad.

2. Clem spots frost on the _____.

3. Grant got on his pants and _____.

4. Bren grins and _____. Plop!

Fill in the missing consonant blend word 
from each fall-themed sentence below.

jumps   crops   vest   brisk

Answers: 1. brisk; 2. crops; 3. vest; 4. jumps



Say the name of each fall-themed picture word below.
Then circle or point to the consonant blend 

that appears in the word.

sm  sl  sc tw  tr  pt mp  nd  nt

bl  gl  cl sm  sp  sc bl  br  gr

cl  ct  cr sm  st  sl sl  st  sw

Answers: scarf, tree, wind, cloud, spider, brown, crow, vest, stew



Practice reading the fall-themed consonant blend words
as quickly and accurately as possible.

brisk vest crop drop

frost jump pants crisp

wind crop drop plum

jump vest frost crisp



Say the name of each fall-themed picture word below. 
Then read the digraph word inside each leaf. 

Color in the leaf with a word that matches the picture.

stuck stick stack

bush buck bunch

sash sick sack

tack ting tick

pang path pith



Say the name of each fall-themed picture word below. 
As you speak, tap out the sounds for each word. 
Then write the letter for each sound in the apple.

Answers: qu-i-l-t/ c-l-o-ck / s-qu-a-sh / p-a-th



pick branch quilt

clock

path squash crack

sack

buck stick tick

trick

Practice reading the fall-themed digraph words 
as quickly and accurately as possible.



Say the name of each fall-themed picture word below. 
Then read the long vowel VCE word inside each leaf. 
Color in the leaf with a word that matches the picture.

take rake bake

tale bile bale

pine
nut pine

cone plane

mate raze maze

bite lite kite



1. The maze was made of _____.

2. The _____ had lots of ripe plums.

 3. Jake hit a pinecone with his _____.

4. It is time that the whales _____.

Fill in the missing long vowel VCE word 
from each fall-themed sentence below.

grove   migrate   rake   bales

Answers: 1. bales; 2. grove; 3. rake; 4. migrate



game hike maze

grove

pine
cone

rake ripe

flame

bale migrate kite

cave

Practice reading the fall-themed long vowel VCE words 
as quickly and accurately as possible.



Say the name of each fall-themed picture word below. 
Then read the word inside each leaf. 

Color in the leaf with a word that matches the picture.

chipmunk mink

merry ferry cranberry

belly jelly well

bank blanket plank

pitch stitch witch

bunk



1. Madge got a cozy _____ to  
fend off a chill.

2. The late fall sky was _____.

3. The _____ was happy to find a cranberry.

4. Hank watched the golden sun 
rise from the _____.

Fill in the missing word-ending spelling pattern 
word from each fall-themed sentence below.

chipmunk   blanket  gold   bridge

Answers: 1. blanket; 2. gold; 3. chipmunk; 4. bridge



blanket dry cozy

nippy

foggy chilly jelly

chipmunk crunchy gold

witch

Practice reading the fall-themed word-ending pattern
words as quickly and accurately as possible.

cranberry



Say the name of each fall-themed picture word below. 
Then read the R-controlled vowel word inside each leaf. 
Color in the leaf with a word that matches the picture.

shorn corn

shark scarf carp

hanger antler angler

partner cart parsnip

orchard orange organ

horn



1. The farmer started to _____ the corn.

2. The hot _____ was made with ginger.

3. Parker saw the hint of an _____ 
in the forest.

4. The _____ squash was a nice orange
color.

Fill in the missing R-controlled vowel word 
from each fall-themed sentence below.

antler   butternut   harvest   cider

Answers: 1. harvest; 2. cider; 3. antler; 4. butternut



corn harvest scarf

farmer

orange ginger cider

butternut color parsnip

forest

Practice reading the fall-themed R-controlled vowel words
as quickly and accurately as possible.

turn



Say the name of each fall-themed picture word below. 
Then read the word inside each leaf. 

Color in the leaf with a word that matches the picture.

moon moot

clay pay hay

mellow bellow yellow

hoots boots books

heat wheat wheel

soon



Say the name of each fall-themed picture word below. 
As you speak, tap out the sounds for each word. 
Then write the letter for each sound in the apple.

Answers: c-r-ow / l-ea-f / p-ie / s-ou-p



breeze leaf crow

reap

hoot grain maize

yellow season seeds

pie

Practice reading the fall-themed vowel team words as
quickly and accurately as possible.

fleece



Say the name of each fall-themed picture word below. 
Then read the word inside each leaf. 

Color in the leaf with a word that matches the picture.

owl howl

town down brown

loud cloud proud

owl fowl trowel

vow trow plow

oil



Say the name of each fall-themed picture word below. 
As you speak, tap out the sounds for each word. 
Then write the letter for each sound in the apple.

Answers: c-l-ou-d / s-t-r-aw / f-l-ow-er / h-aw-k



owl bounty brown

south

cloud sunflower hawk

straw plow fowl

toil

Practice reading the fall-themed diphthong words as
quickly and accurately as possible.

caw



Say the name of each fall-themed picture word below. 
Then read the word inside each leaf. 

Color in the leaf with a word that matches the picture.

apple maple

field zombie shield

honey jockey hockey

spew stew slew

bear wear pear

able



Say the name of each fall-themed picture word below. 
As you speak, tap out the sounds for each word. 
Then write the letter for each sound in the apple.

Answers: m-a-p-le / t-ur-k-ey / gh-o-s-t / b-ea-r



gobble apple pear

zombie

tumble gourd hues

turkey maple ghost

stew

Practice reading the fall-themed diphthong words as
quickly and accurately as possible.

bear


