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Anctent Meditciranean Scripts

1. The Numidian script

The Numidian script (élso called Old Libyan) is known to us from numerous

inscriptions, which come froi ancient Numidia and Mauretania at the time of

Roman rule.

The Numidian script first became known when in 1631 a bilingual inscription
(Numidian ard Punic) dating from the second or first century B.C. was found at
Thugga in Tunisia (ancient Numidia).! Most of the inscriptions, numbering more
than 1000, are of later date and drawn up either solely in Numidian or Numidian
and Latin (about 15) or also Numidian and New Punic (9 inscriptions). Un-
fortunately they are all very short and contain mainly proper names. Decyphering,
begun in 1843 by de Saulcy? with the aid of the Thugga bilingual, was furthered

h I\.Jumidian o pr‘:’?l?:;ic : .Numidia::: - et pl:/:?:eﬁc
. . . * (alpha) ” = “ I
o0 S LOZ L (VM 1 8 S S 50 W SO sy o
P VAL b J I I | *
00 e d X8 ] 5
Il bl G e 0 .
= | |l 5 w =0 s ho)
st Rl B | 00 B i b o =
H HTI 1= 1 == coe 7
M| W | K> i >qb< [}
Pl o by ealCh [ e ONEDinfie st
o LA b T L e o .
Z IN7 s by il Dalcurthil, bt .
= || « k | ¢

! J.-B. Chabot, Punica XXV: ‘Inscriptions punico-libyques’. Journ. asiat., 192 8,- March-April, pp.

259-301.

2 Journ. asiat., 1849, 248,
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The letters of the And so this bilingual, together with some thirty other examples, enables us
Ecuscan alphabet with 5 translate practically all the other funerary inscriptions extant, since the great
their Greek and English Lk 5 . e
i At majority of them consist of a simple description of the name, parentage, and age of
the deceased. Further, certain useful clues of a grammatical nature are provided by
the translation of the Etruscan Cahatial into the Latin Cafatia natus, since this
shows that the Etruscan genitive is formed by the suffix -al. Other bilinguals
tell us that the suffix -« added to a word meant ‘and’, rather like the Latin que
in the phrase senatus populusque.
A third source of our knowledge of Etruscan comes from the glosses scattered
about the writings of Greek and Roman authors whe discuss an occasional
Etruscan word and give its Latin equivalent in their own language. Strabo,
writing in the first century B.C., states that the Etruscan word for ‘monkey’ was
harimos (Gpiuog), though the word is not found in any extant Etruscan text.
Verrius Flaccus, a freedman of the Age of Augustus and author of a book
} called Libri Rerum Etruscarum, now unfortunately lost along with all the other
works of this learned man, states that the Latin admonition arce ignem (‘beware
of fire”) was arse verse in Etruscan, which, however, looks suspect even on the
face of it. The most useful (and trustworthy) of these glosses is that of the
grammarian Hesychius of Alexandria who wrote in the fifth century A.p. He
gives the meaning of ‘gods’ to the Etruscan word he spells in the Greek fashion
aisoi (@oot). This word appears frequently in the literature as aisar (plural) and
ais (singular). It is found so regularly in the Book of the Mummy that the
religious nature of this still untranslated document is certain.

If all that survived of Etruscan writing were inscriptions on tombstones, the
nonspecialist would have no interest in the language as such; but there are just
enough other texts available in this ancient tongue to constitute a modest
literature which scholars have been trying to translate since Giovanni Nanni of 171




The Semitic Group of Scripts
the history of Iberology. The

inscriptions and coins come Phoeni- ‘-‘S_gg s Iberian k: § 8 A
S S « [

in the main from northern, a:‘: SE sohern okt |62 =
north-eastern and southern

Spain, and also from the Bal- 0

earics, from Cadiz, Malaga <+ . . W X X | PPDD ([FRHR | Je

and southern France. They § ) & 5 0|

show two forms of the Iberian /

alphabet, which do not differ V| X 4 /) AT CVEGIANY | &

to any great extent from each A\ s 1491 X X 8
other, but which are distin- " : >
guished mainly in that the 3 Afn| e Pf ke '
more northerly form of seript Y (Y)| » | Y2 ¢| T T |HYTA| »

runs to the right and the more
southerly one to the left. Fig.
247 shows an example of an
inscription, unintelligible in
content of course, drawn up in
the northern form of script,
and Fig. 248 a list according
to Hiibner! of the script-signs
occurring in the inscriptions™
and on the coins. What must
strike one here is that—apart
from deviations, to some ex-
tent very considerable ones,
from the Phoenician alphabet
—special letters appear for
the vowels a, e (i), o. This
certainly seems to point to
Greek influence. Since the
oldest known Iberian inscrip-
tion, the lead plate from Alcoy
(in the province of Alicante),?

20 PR e e

B LI9M'H | HN [BRH| » /.
¢t | OCC | ©0O |PCR| =

e W el e

kLI KX A Xk

I R sl 0 B
mIYXX | |H I | m
L) 0 8 R e T
(1)
Ou: | 00D (0BY | °
el 00 | PITUIPE e
Y s sl g
¢ | FPh| XXK |pacp | ¢
z i 9990
AT O T

Ei'g?vomsit\*v“$ﬁr';

' Ibid.

% H. Schuchardt, ‘Die Inschrift von !
Alcoy’, Sitz.-Ber. d. Berl, Akad., 1922. - X, T | ! PR ST
Moreno, De Epigrafia espanola. El /\ /}\ m ca
plomo de Alcoy. Revista de filol. esp.,

1922, p. 341 /. In this inscription a few “? E V ce
letters have somewhat different forms i
from those of the other monuments, AAN u
thusl =g, T=1,H=0,V=u,% =e. Fig. 248
291
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Punic
o; . Ancient Tg‘%rmsfx North-| South- Turdetan

X¥¥x==1l-  [peeojaan]
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VYA Ir21T 1 |X [¢vee AN [1Q)
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AANS ... [ERF 224
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14.15. Descendants of Phoenician alphabet.
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LETTER-|PHON. NORTH - |EARLY LATE NEO -
NAME VALUE |SEMITIC :’g&?‘. F;g:)f:- PUNIC
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14-1. Origin and development of the Phoenician alphabet.
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