
   
      
      
   

BW

A Oct 2

013  |  35

 

[image: Image 63]

[image: Image 64]

[image: Image 65]

[image: Image 66]

[image: Image 67]

[image: Image 68]

[image: Image 69]

[image: Image 70]

36  |  BWA Oct 2013

Landscapes 



BW 

A Oct 201

Oct 2 3

01

3

that must have sucked. He was

halfway along, nice sheltered rock  campground. Or the weird fellow positive though and being only edge and some small trees, I'd

walker there complaining about

3.5km from Glen Helen Resort, in  recommend that to people over the lack of any water at Waterfall a good place to hopefully get back  Waterfall Gorge. Fortunately I Gorge and how he thought he into Alice Springs, get new boots  could again call Katrina, I didn't would die from thirst, um it's a dry and get back on the track.

expect that and it was a big bonus  section, well and truly known publi-The walk from Finke River to to see how my girls were going at  cally and in all trail notes and Ormiston Gorge was very pretty home so frequently early in the

maps. The scary thing was this

with great views of the range and  walk. The drop down from Giles guy was meeting a school group to some nice dry rivers. Loved the

Lookout to Waterfall Gorge in a

lead them for a week trip at Ellery

hot shower at Ormiston Gorge,

word is

Creek in 2 days, Man I would-

Just walked in clothes and all,

treacherous. I

n't want him looking after my

“

great chance to clean some gear.  have been on

children. Then he started ask-

I‘d recommend

that to people

over Waterfall

No shower between here and the  worse tracks/

ing me questions like I should

George

end. Ormiston Gorge itself is stun- scrabbles

hope it doesn't rain as I would

ning, It's so hard to respect the

elsewhere but it's hard not to be

get wet, what it is like eating cold

scale of the place just looking at

conscious that as a solo walker it's  food all the time. He just couldn't pictures but it's massive. It was a  all on you not to stuff up. It's just a  get it that I actually had a shelter pretty social afternoon here for me  whole steep section of very loose  and cook kit etc plus my gear in chatting to the other walkers. Had  rock switchbacks etc, Problem is if  such a small pack, I still think he a chance to meet some other you easily tripped it's going to hurt,  thought I was full of it and didn't BWA members who were walking  badly at the least. Not life threat-believe a word I said. So I loaded the opposite direction. Good

ening but enough to make you

up with water for the night/next

chance to relax as tomorrow is

very conscious of all those sliding,  morning and continued a further going to be massive with a 5am moving sharp rocks you’re walking  5.6km to Lomandra Gully and start. I have a very sore big right down on.

found a great spot just behind a

toe tonight, I must have scuffed it

Waterfall Gorge was eh, okay.  natural rock spine for the night, 4 times today.

After a short stint over the ridge it's  great little campsite. Didn't plan to put in such a big day, but I felt Day 3 - 34.2 km 

just a long walk up the large open

valley to a small saddle, then an-

good and the weather was great

Darn it's 6am, plan was to be

other open valley with the walk

for walking. Anyway tomorrow

already well gone by now as I had  down to Pioneer Creek (which had  should be heaps easier and I slept through the alarm for 5am. I  some brackish water) and then shaved some distance of that with quickly smashed some breakfast  into Inarlanga Pass. The pass was  my bigger day today. I'll sleep well and coffee and I was off at 6:30.

very pretty after all the red open

tonight. I'm really starting to miss

Great sunrise with speckled clouds  valleys so I found a nice ledge and  my girls though.

scattered in the sky.

settled in for a short lunch. After

Day 4 - 21.6 km 

Straight up the ridge and along  the gorge it's just a straight for-First up in the morning was the to Giles Lookout, Rough walking,  ward trail to Serpentine Chalet short steep section from camp up or more small bolder hopping for

Dam where I planned to camp the  to Counts Point. *&%$#! freezing 8km on the soccer ball sized rocks  night. Well I had planned a long on the exposed ridge top and I that cover the ridge top, Hard on

hard day and I'm not saying it was- guess about 80km wind gusts, feet/ankles especially in runners.  n't hard but I arrived at Serpentine  light drizzle. Full wind gear, bean-Great campsite up on the ridge Chalet Dam around 1:30pm and

ie, shell gloves etc and still freez-

just wasn't enthused by the
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ing even when on the move. I was  forward, The gorge nice but the the spinifex off trail than stupidly colder than in the snow last year at  designated walker campsite noth- go up 50m, then down 50m only to 0°C all day on Barrington Tops.

ing exciting at all, just a rocky

repeat again and again for no

Ah I have to put up with this for the  clearing with a tank and food drop  point. It's a complete waste of en-next 5km. My world has changed  shed.

ergy with views only of lowlands

from rocks crunching underfoot to

I didn't enjoy the walk between  which were pretty much un-

wind gusts and flapping nylon.

Serpentine Gorge and Ellery

changed for this section. (Rant

Crunching rocks are much better  Creek much at all. I know I was over, Like I said, I was tired).

IMO. On the upside I could call

tired after the buffeting I received

The food drop at Ellery Creek

Katrina again, albeit briefly in the  on the ridge but what's with the was a nice incentive though. Tim conditions, I had to duck down into  trail going up and down every in- Tams and Iced Coffee. Ellery the rocks downwind for a little substantial hill for the next 6kms. I  Creek was nice but the day was shelter. Once the decent started mean the whole walk has no short- still cold and overcast so I in no though off the ridge an hour later it  age of hills, why pointlessly run the  way felt like a swim in the cold was the strangest sensation to not  track up then straight down every  water. Oh well, that's why I packed have all that wind noise, felt kind little bump when 250m to the right  wet wipes in each food drop. To-of  peaceful all of a sudden. Bam  is a nice open valley system. The  night I'm just camped on an under-kicked a rock (again), that will walk could have simply followed

cover platform in the caravan area,

teach me to not focus on foot

that to Ellery Creek with just a few  nice to not set-up the tent. Chatted placement. The drop down into small saddles to cross. In the end I  to some friendly grey nomads in-Serpentine Gorge was straight just did that, I'd rather put up with  terested in my walk, what I was
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eating etc.

I left Rocky Gully about midday  that out as it was 2kgs I needed Day 5 - 31.2 km. 

and again, easy walking, high

not be carrying. No real issue with

speed for me. It only took me 1hr

the foot now whilst walking and I

It rained until about 2am, very

20mins to get to Ghost Gum Flat,  can feel the effects of the codeine, nice to be under the shelter for a Or should I say I hobbled into the

again an easy walk to Hugh Gorge.

hot lunch at Rocky Gully then load  campsite. Just before the campsite up with water and continue to It's been great walking today

the trail crosses a dry sandy river

Ghost Gum Flat 8.7 km away for

meandering across this huge valley

bed, It's just a narrow footpad be-

the night. So I cranked up the

that joins the 2 ranges slowly

tween the long river grass. Or so I

wood cooker and made up a nice

watching the Chewings Range get

thought. Midway across at full

big coffee and soup, just as I mixed

closer (and bigger) all day, at the

stride I kicked the mother of all half

it all in my cups along wanders this

far right I believe I have picked out

buried/hidden rocks. Bam, straight

old Kiwi man walking the trail solo

Brinkley Bluff. Around 3:30pm I

over headfirst into the sand. Not

too. Picture

arrived at the water tank and the

good, sand in mouth and lots of

this, Middle

start of Hugh Gorge. A nice couple

pain in right foot. Have I broken

of nowhere,

had already just set-up near the

something on that stupid rock ??. I

“ It's not like food

is free out here

mulga bush and small eucalyptus

tank and they commented about

must have sat on the single camp

trees everywhere in a semi cleared

finding some nicer tent spots after

platform at Ghost Gum Flat for

camp area. In wanders old mate

they had already set-up about

about 45 minutes playing with my

and amongst his cries of exhaus-

500m

foot. It hurt like mad to do toe

tion half throws his massive 90ltr

into the

crunches, any flexing etc. I wasn't

“ One of the nicest

campsites I have

had the privilege to

pack straight on the small tree I'm

Gorge. It

even paying attention to my now

spend a night in.

sitting next too. Well of course his

was an

semi detached toenails as they

pack instantly topples over and

obvious choice for me so up the

kicked the rock first. I knew that

squashes my just made hot lunch,

gorge I toddled and sure enough

there was 4x4 access to the Hugh

sprays food and *&%$#! all over

there was one of the nicest

Gorge campsite 7.2 km away and I

my pack and gear. I will not write

campsites I have had the privilege

also was thinking what might hap-

what I said but I think he got the

to spend a night in. Small, flat

pen if I had broken something to-

idea I was far from impressed, It's

sandy raised bank just screaming

night/tomorrow morning once my

not like food is free out here. He

"camp here". Soon after setting up,

foot had cooled down etc. So a few

did offer me some canned fish of

boiling water etc a few people from

Nurofen plus and some Panadol

some type (WT *$&#), no thanks.

a guided walk start crunching

for extra measure and I continued

I'm sure he was a nice man and

through the gorge below my tent.

to Hugh Gorge,

just made a bad call on dumping

Gees they were a bunch

gingerly at first

his pack haphazardly on a tree

of sooks complaining

until the pain kill-

“

next to me, but I don't have a huge

about walking all day

Not good, sand in

mouth and lots of

pain in right foot

ers started work-

 

patience for this kind of thing when

(with a tiny day pack)

ing. 5 minutes later I remembered I

solo walking. Anyway that concret-

and how far was it to their pick-up

had carried water into Ghost Gum

ed my decision to move on to the

car at the end of the gorge. Get

Flat for the night’s dry camp, 2 li-

next camp.

real people, you’re on a walking

tres I don't need now. So I tipped

tour, yes - you have to "walk". Not
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The A2K Peaks 

1.  Mount Kosciuszko – 2228m

2.  Mount Townsend – 2209m

3.  Mount Twynam – 2195m

4.  Rams Head – 2190m

5.  Etheridge Ridge – 2180m

6.  North Rams Head – 2177m

7.  Mount Alice Rawson – 2160m

8.  Byatts Camp Peak – 2159m

9.  Carruthers Peak – 2145m

10. Abbott Peak – 2140m

11. Watsons Crag Dome – 2136m

12. Mount Northcote – 2131m

13. Muellers Peak – 2120m

14. Little Twynam – 2120m

15. Mount Lee – 2100m

16. Mount Clarke – 2100 m

17. Rams Head Range – 2077m

18. Gungartan – 2068m

19. Mount Tate – 2068m

20. Mount Jagungal – 2061m

21. Mount Perisher – 2054m

22. Mount Stilwell – 2054m

23. South Rams Head – 2052 m

24. Kerries Ridge – 2040m

25. Back Perisher Mountain – 2000m

26. Mount Anton – 2000m

 



November 2012 

WINNER  (over page)
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November 2012 

1st WINNER  (over page)
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Hissing in Defiance 

Dan Broun 

Moonscape  
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number of members walked into

the members list and in terms of

well served and I knew that it was

Lees Paddocks for a couple of

active users were far more

time to find somebody else to take

nights, visiting Lees Hut, Wadleys  dominant.  When I realised that on the job.  After discussions with Hut and Ladder Falls while we

this was going to happen, I again  a few interested parties over a were there.  Anniversary walks in  made enquiries into purchasing long period of time, I eventually subsequent years have varied

the DNS name

came to an agreement with Matt

greatly in numbers of attendees,

'bushwalk.com'.  This time the

from the 'Wildwalks' site to take

and included locations such as

owner was quite agreeable to

over 'Bushwalk Australia'.  The site

Lady Lake (including 40 Lakes

selling at a price far less than the  officially changed hands in mid-Peak), Fergies Paddock (including  US$20,000 that had been 2012 and a few months later was

Mtns Little Hugel and Rufus),

suggested earlier.

running on his computers.

Silver Lake (including Pine River)

So in November, 2009, the old

My involvement has gradually

and the Arm River track into

URLs were redirected to http://

decreased since then and these

Oakleigh View (Pelion)

bushwalk.com  and the 'Bushwalk  days I'm now very much enjoying Hut.  These walks have always Tasmania' site name was dropped  browsing the site as a 'normal'

been a great time to meet up with  in favour of 'Bushwalk

member.  I am very grateful to the

people who would otherwise be

Australia'.  In some ways this was  members of the site who have faceless (and 'nameless'?) names  a bit of a sad moment, because  posted such a plethora of useful on the forum, and it has been the site had outgrown the purpose  bushwalking information.  It is the great getting to know some of the  and community for which it was  members who have made the site members that way and to originally intended, but I was

what it is today.  Thanks too to the

bushwalk with them.

hopeful that it could continue to

moderators over the years, from

Site member, 'Joe' started up

serve all members well, and to

‘wotrack?’ (the first moderator) and

what it now a very popular series  serve the majority of members

‘tasadam’ (the first to actually do

of photo competitions on the site in  better than before.

any moderating and still the most

2008 as a simple monthly poll.  It

Would you believe that I read

active) and to the others.  Their job

was later turned into an automated  every single post to the site for the  is a very difficult one and I photo competitions system with first 4 years?  After that it became  commend them on doing it so well four different competitions running  impossible to keep up and I over the last 6 years and for each month, as well as annual

relaxed my monitoring of the site

putting up with me for that long!

photo-of-the-year-competitions,

somewhat.

 

including a back-dated 2007 photo

-of-the-year competition to make

Even after reducing the extent

sure we covered every year since  to which I was monitoring posts to the forums had been running.

the site, I realised that my passion

for running 'Bushwalk Australia'

As time went on, it was

was dwindling and that I was not

becoming clear that the

giving it the attention it deserved.  I

Tasmanians on the site would

was also finding that I simply

soon be outnumbered and that the  couldn't devote the time to it that I focus on Tasmania may have to should do, due to changes in the

change to a more nation-wide

nature of my job and commitments

outlook in order to suit the majority  to other projects.  I wanted to of the members.  In October 2009,  make sure that the community that the number of 'mainlanders'

used the site would continue to be

outnumbered the Tasmanians in
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The Hive

Marco D'Alessandro 

"I don't care if the sun is up, 

Gooey Garden Droplets



Warning 

An electronic magazine for  ht p:/ bushwalk.com 

As with all outdoor pursuits, the activities described in this publication are Cover shot dangerous. Undertaking them can result in loss, serious injury or death. The Top of Euro Ridge at dawn information in the production is provided for interest sake, there may be Nathan Stuart (aka Forest) significant omissions and errors, the publication is provided without any warranty Volume 1 

on accuracy or completeness. Under no circumstances will the publisher, editor, October 2013 

authors or any other entity involved in this publication be liable for any loss,

 

injury, claim or liability of any kind resulting from people using information within Editor 

 

 

Design manager 

(or omitted from) this publication. Please consider joining a walking club or Mat  McClelland 

Eva Gomišček

undertaking formal training in other ways to ensure you are well prepared for any

mat @bushwalk.com 

 

eva@wildwalks.com 

activities you are planning. Please report any errors or ommisions to the editor or in the forum at BWA eMag. 

Please send any articles, suggestions or advertising enquires to the editor. 

'Lake Myrtle on a Very Cold Morning'

BWA Photo Competition

 

Adam Holbrook (aka Tasadam)

2008 - Water
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FROM THE EDITOR

 

Hi

I hope this magazine finds you fit and well.

I would like to start by acknowledging the Traditional Owners of this vast land on which we explore. I would also like to pay my respects to their Elders, past and present and thank them for their stewardship.

I really enjoy the community at bushwalk.com and thought that this magazine could be a great way to recognise, celebrate and share our adventures. It is a chance to pull together some of our random conversations, highlight some stories and reflect on a few wider issues.

Producing this emag has been a fun process and I have learned a lot. My hope is to produce a new one every couple of months. You can find a new BWA eMag forum to chat about this edition and share ideas about the future direction of the magazine.

This magazine was written by the community to serve the community. I hope it helps fill the gaps between your walks and helps make your future adventures a little bit more enjoyable.

I want to thank the people who contributed articles and the companies who advertised. These articles take a great deal of time to write. I appreciate the authors care and effort in sharing them. The advertising has helped reduce the cost of pulling this together and I also hope the ads are relevant and of interest. Also a big thanks to Eva who spent a bit over a month managing the process, creating the final layout and putting up with me saying - ‘almost, but can we...’.

Do you want to get involved?

I would love to hear from you, let me know what you think and what will make the mag better.

If you have something to share but writing is not your thing - that is okay.  Start with bullet point list and email it to me, I can help pull it into shape.

Once you have had a read, please complete this quick survey to help make the next one better.

Thanks for reading

Happy walking

 

 

Matt McClelland (aka Wildwalks)

matt@bushwalk.com

Declaration: The bushwalking community is a smal  world and paths often cross. To help improve transparency I thought it would 

be helpful to list my associations within the outdoor community. I have personally approached the authors of the articles included in this edition and suggested the topics. These are people I know through bushwalk.com, Except the Koala article which is from someone I work with. I operate bushwalk.com and wildwalks.com as well as being the author of several walking guide books (published by Woodslane), I have also written for Great Walks. I contract part-time to National Parks Association NSW on an ongoing basis to coordinate their activities program. In the past I have had a partnership with NPWS NSW and have hosted advertising for Wild magazine. I have also partnered with a large number of other organisations in environmental campaigns and have a regular bushwalking segment on ABC regional radio. Obviously there is some advertising through the mag which the companies have also paid for. I have probably forgotten something - if you are worried about transparency please either write to me or raise the issue on bushwalk.com.
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WHAT IS

“BUSHWALK AUSTRALIA”?

 

Bushwalk Australian (BWA) is a friendly community of bushwalkers dedicated to sharing information.

Most of this sharing takes place through the forum hosted at http://bushwalk.com.  People share tips on gear, specific walking routes, fitness, food ideas and also debate ethics. We have a monthly photo competition as well as very a popular (and highly addictive) “Where am I?” photo game.
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October 2012 

WINNER  (over page)

Martin (aka MJD) lives near the Baskerville Raceway on the northern outskirts of Hobart. He prefers off track walking in small groups, camping high in good weather, and even heading off on solo trips. It's hard to pick a one or two highlights but this year's trip along the Prince of Wales Range with four good friends was a true epic. And finally getting up Geryon South was also great fun and much easier than it looked The picture of Mt Hugel was taken from the western slopes of the Hippogriff on a three day solo trip that took in the Hippogriff, Mt Gell, the Cheyne Range and the Chimera. It's a great walk even if you aren't peak bagging or climbing Abels. The little tarn near to my tent was well Evening light on Mt Hugel placed and it was just a matter of waiting for the evening light to catch MJD

the mighty Mt Hugel.

Frenchmans cap in spring 

The Archer 

Spring in the Pelions
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HOW TO SAVE THE REAL

TREE HUGGERS?
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BWA Photo Competition 

Photography has been a key motivator for many bushwalkers over the decades. Even as cameras have become cheaper, lighter and smarter it is still the artist behind the lens that makes any image sing. Capturing a stunning image of a great subject is a real art form, that requires patience and care. The photographer must choose the best framing, timing, exposure, depth of field, colour depth and the many other factors that allow us to see through the eye of the photographer. 

 

Images of wilderness help me stay a little sane between walks. Nature has a weird kind of transformative power that endures in the two dimensional world. 

 

Since early 2009 there has been regular photo competitions on bushwalk.com. Each month inspiring images are shared by photographers from within our community. Then we have the pleasure of enjoying them and voting on our favourite. It only makes sense to include some of the images in this mag. To keep images relevant to the season as we read this magazine I have skipped back 1 year in the comp, but you can always checkout the latest competitions online. 

 

Voting on competitions starts on the 20th of each month - so make sure you check them out and have your say. 

 

A big thank you to all the photographers who have shared their art with us. I hope that you have enjoyed sharing them as much as we have enjoyed seeing your view of the world. 

 

Over the next bunch of pages you can see the runners up and the winner from each competition. The runners up images have been cropped and most comps had even more great entries. I wish we had more room to include all the images - It is worth visiting each competition online. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matt :)
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Other States  



A2K 

text & photos by Geoff Mallinson (aka Geoffmallo) 

At Valentines River just below    In one go. I didn’t want to power station. Christie and Samm the hut I pulled out my cheat

section hike, or slowly tick of

met me with beer and pizza. I felt

sheet, sat on a rock and pulled out

this list.

disappointed. I'd made so much of

my fuel fudge, the recipe comes

this and I had failed.

  Ideally I wanted to do this in 24

with the warning "not for

hours

After my first attempt I was

recreational eating". I didn’t need

desperate to try again. I think I

to worry about putting on weight

After the rules I spent hours

was so desperate because I kept

this trip. I had started in the

looking at maps, Google Earth and  wondering if I could have kept morning from Dershkos Hut to the  scraping anything I could of going on the first time. Everything north climbing the first of my 26

Bushwalk.com and other sites. I

was perfect then - except a

peaks, Mt Jagungal at 2065m.

needed to work out some key

swollen injured foot.

This is the most northerly and

information, how far was it, and

remote of all the peaks I was

how much accumulative elevation

So I threw out the idea of doing

attempting to climb in one go over  gain was it. Matt spun the it non-stop in 24 hours. Instead I 2000m (A2K), and one of my

Wildwalks engine into gear and we  was going to fast pack. I'd sleep at favourites.

came up with some numbers.

night putting a little less strain on

my slowly healing foot. I'd wear

I came up with the idea of peak

I continued hiking, Kerrie’s

some different footwear. I'd carry a

bagging all of Australia’s peaks

Ridge was next on my list, a long  little more gear including a tarp over 2000m in one go, on foot, fire trail walk from Valentines, with  and a sleeping bag. Winter was when I was hiking with some a nice bit of off track up to the

coming fast but perhaps I'd have

friends trying to ‘bag’ a few peaks  summit. Here was my chance to just one more chance before the and we were heading up to Rams  make up some time due to the

snow arrived.

Head Range (a nondescript bump  overgrown track up to Valentines. I somewhere between Mt Stilwell put my foot down and pounded

The weather forecast gave me

above Charlotte Pass and

along to Schlink Pass.

hope I'd get a couple of days

Thredbo). Many have climbed the

The pain in my right foot

before a cold front was coming in.

top 10 with car shuffles over a

started to develop on the way to

I armed myself with a heavier shell

weekend, but somehow there was  Schlink. As I pulled on a thermal  and down jacket and I set off from something missing, those exciting  top I took some pain relief. The Cesjacks Hut, the closest staging remote pieces in between. So I set  pain continued to grow and was point to Jagungal.

out some simple rules.

beginning to severely affect my

After climbing Mt Jagungal

  All peaks over 2000m (Using

walking. I summited Kerries Ridge  early in the morning I set about the the standard peak bagging and started towards Gungartan.

road bash south again. This time I

rules of prominence - 60m)

But my foot pain was too much. So  avoided heading up near

I sent a SPOT message and

Valentines Falls and instead took

  All on foot (no cars or mountain  managed to get some phone the much longer fire road route. At bikes to help)

coverage. I was pulling out at the  Valentines Hut the sun was
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Precipitous Bluff

Colin Locke 

Marco D'Alessandro

To see the all the entries check out http://bushwalk.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=22&t=11905#p157446 
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Almost sunset near Mt 

Brian Eglinton 

iandsmith

Bushwalker, Budawangs NSW

Mandy Creighton

To see the all the entries check out http://bushwalk.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=22&t=11635#p154288  
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Between Spires

Louise Fairfax 
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Late afternoon at Cooks 

Barn Bluff, ascending

Son of a Beach



Morning mists

Andrew Smith 

Colin Locke

north-north-west

To see the all the entries check out http://bushwalk.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=22&t=11903#p157444 
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