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We acknowledge the Traditional Owners
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and present, and thank them for their
stewardship of this great south land.
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We would love you to be part of the
magazine, here is how to contribute -
Writer's Guide.

| The copy deadline for the August 2021
edition is 30 June 2021.

Warning

Like all outdoor pursuits, the activities
described in this publication may be
dangerous. Undertaking them may result in
loss, serious injury or death. The information
in this publication is without any warranty
on accuracy or completeness. There may
be significant omissions and errors. People
who are interested in walking in the areas
concerned should make their own enquiries,
and not rely fully on the information in this
publication.

The publisher, editor, authors or any other
entity or person will not be held responsible

for any loss, injury, claim or liability of any kind

resulting from people using information in this
publication.

Please consider joining a walking club or
undertaking formal training in other ways to
ensure you are well prepared for any activities
you are planning. Please report any errors or

omissions to the editor or in the forum at BWA

eMag.
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From the Editor

Hi,

. Avyear on Australia is still feeling the health and economic impacts of the
pandemic, more so now as Victoria is in another lockdown. It is too easy to be
frustrated as outbreaks impact our bushwalking and other plans, but let's not
become complacent or careless.

Too many species suffered huge blows in the 2019-20 fires, and some may

. never recover. Yet we still have native forest loss through woodchip logging
and housing expansion, then add in feral animals and it's serious. The merits of
controlled burns using Aboriginal methods are slowly becoming more accepted
and some governments are doing a better job giving nature the attention it
deserves. Let's keep pushing forward and not lose hope for wild places.

In this edition Rob takes us to Tasmania's Central Plateau, Stacey goes from
Wilsons Prom to Feathertop, Sonya braves the cold to learn about swift
. water rescues, and Stephen turns back the clock for a historical perspective.
Matt Ruchel of VNPA and Dr Gregory Moore of Melbourne University show
. that the battles for Lake Pedder and the Franklin River have contemporary
. counterparts. All in all - a cracker edition.

| hope that 2021 is treating you well and that you can get out and enjoy some
amazing wild places, close to or far from home.
Happy walking

Matt McClelland (aka Wildwalks)
matt@bushwalk.com

Declaration

The opinions stated in articles are those of the authors and not of those involved in the
production of this edition. If you are worried about transparency or any editorial aspect please
either write to me or raise the issue on Bushwalk.com. The bushwalking community is a small
world and paths often cross. To improve transparency | thought it would be helpful to list my
main associations within the outdoor community.

| operate Bushwalk.com, Wildwalks.com and Overlandtrack.com, a number of other smaller
websites (and related apps) and have written several walking guide books, published by
Woodslane. | contract to National Parks Association NSW and | am a member of the Walking
Volunteers. | have had contracts with state and local government departments regarding
bushwalking and related matters. | have also partnered with a large number of other
organisations in environmental campaigns. Any commercial advertising or sponsorship will be
clear in the magazine.



https://bushwalk.com/forum/
http://www.wildwalks.com/
https://www.overlandtrack.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1kiLJi57mvjzxI1K6WJapKi4TFUJIjqzXi4y4iqI8vKk/viewform?entry.783616131=47&entry.1571326603=Letter+from+the+Editor&entry.693613457=Not+great
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1kiLJi57mvjzxI1K6WJapKi4TFUJIjqzXi4y4iqI8vKk/viewform?entry.783616131=47&entry.1571326603=Letter+from+the+Editor&entry.693613457=Liked+it
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1kiLJi57mvjzxI1K6WJapKi4TFUJIjqzXi4y4iqI8vKk/viewform?entry.783616131=47&entry.1571326603=Letter+from+the+Editor&entry.693613457=Not+fussed
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In the News

Kokoda challenge
Join Australia's toughest team endurance event on 17-18 July on Gold Coast.

Trouble in Tassie #1 - Privatising the wilderness
Conservationists say newly released documents call into question the government’s policy of
backing tourism developments on protected public land.

Trouble in Tassie #2 - Wilderness for sale

Recreational fishers and environmentalists have accused the major political parties of turning
Tasmania into a "development wonderland" as more details of secret tourism proposals are
revealed.

Tasmanian rescues
In mid-April, police rescue staff had a busy time in the Tasmanian wilderness.

lllegal logging threatens Victorian catchments

In April there was a report of logging on steep slops in catchments, contrary to law. The
regulator did not do anything of substance. In May there was a second report, "Experts
stressed the seriousness of both the alleged and confirmed breaches of laws that are meant
to protect the water supply for Melbourne and other parts of Victoria."

Central Victoria parks opposed

A proposal for 60,000 hectares of public land becoming national park or getting elevated
protection around Bendigo, Ballarat, Daylesford and Woodend is facing opposition from
shooters, prospectors and trail bike riders.

Fire weather trumps forestry, prescribed burning

Weather conditions were so extreme and landscapes so dry during the Black Summer
bushfires that normal fire mitigation practices such as forestry management or hazard
reduction burns had little impact on the devastation caused.

Secret report and social impacts of tourism in wilderness

A document kept secret by Tasmania's government has urged the state's environment
department to consider the social impacts of proposed wilderness tourism developments
before giving the green light to new projects.

Peru ancient indigenous techniques to extend water supply

The methods of improving Peru's water supply are similar to Australia. Feral animals and
illegal actions have degraded alpine land, adversely affecting the quantity, quality and timing
of water.

Mouse plague
Poison used to kill mice affects native wildlife. lﬁ O g

“Mount Arapiles near Natimuk, Victoﬁ. ;


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1kiLJi57mvjzxI1K6WJapKi4TFUJIjqzXi4y4iqI8vKk/viewform?entry.783616131=47&entry.1571326603=In+the+News&entry.693613457=Not+great
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1kiLJi57mvjzxI1K6WJapKi4TFUJIjqzXi4y4iqI8vKk/viewform?entry.783616131=47&entry.1571326603=In+the+News&entry.693613457=Liked+it
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1kiLJi57mvjzxI1K6WJapKi4TFUJIjqzXi4y4iqI8vKk/viewform?entry.783616131=47&entry.1571326603=In+the+News&entry.693613457=Not+fussed
https://www.kokodachallenge.com/events?utm_source=trailhiking&utm_medium=trailhiking&utm_campaign=registernow
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/apr/10/privatising-the-wilderness-the-tasmanian-project-that-could-become-a-national-park-test-case
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-04-13/documents-reveal-rents-paid-on-wilderness-leases/100063744
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-04-15/three-helicopter-rescues-in-two-days-tasmania/100067960
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-04-20/vicforests-illegally-logging-in-water-catchments/100079514
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-05-18/researchers-find-vicforests-breach-in-melbourne-water-catchment/100119060
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-04-28/environmentalists-versus-bush-user-groups-veac-proposal/100096256
https://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/all-bets-are-off-fire-weather-trumps-forestry-prescribed-burning-20210510-p57qif.html
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-05-21/environment-department-urged-to-consider-social-impacts-tourism/100152930
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20210510-perus-urgent-search-for-slow-water
https://theconversation.com/mouse-plague-bromadiolone-will-obliterate-mice-but-itll-poison-eagles-snakes-and-owls-too-160995
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Junction Lake

Rob Wildman
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A couple of hours after we all flew in to
Launceston yesterday, a late, big and
spicy dinner cushioned us into an easy,
almost tidal awakening this morning.
This is the first day of our planned
seven day walk in an area unknown to

all of us; the area nestled between the

Walls of Jerusalem and the Overland

Track. The others, Marc, Michelle and

Helen, had all done several longish

walks with me over the years and, once

we’d broken our fast on hand-picked

field mushrooms, eggs and generous
amounts of coffee, we were ready for
anything | was going to subject them to. ,. &

|2 &

Lake Myrtle from Moun'; Rogoo_na, ciay 6

%, Rob Wildman



The walk was supposed to follow a big figure
eight and included some big names in the
walking business: Grail Falls, Junction Lake,
the spine-tingling Never Never and an exit
route which took in the climbing of Mount
Rogoona. | was the leader and I’d never
walked any of these tracks before. In fact, |
had to question whether there would be any
tracks at all? For the next few days, were we
going to be bashing scoparia, ripping the
skin from our knees and struggling into camp
so late that dinner was a disaster? Would we
be meeting bogs so deep you almost lose
your boots extracting yourself or would it be
glades of moss covered rocks under sweet
smelling pines? As always, in Tasmania, it
was all of these and more.

Day 1 - Moses Creek to Chalice Lake
First minor hiccup: two kilometres from the
Moses Creek car park a

tree had peeled over and ‘ The
blocked the road. There track ...
were many vehicles which ' is a real gem ...

were also in the same

predicament as us and | was starting to
wonder if this was going to be the remote
bushwalking experience | had hoped for. Oh
yeah, | hadn’t looked at the Tasmanian public
holidays so this was a long weekend, and
everyone was out.

The track from the end of Mersey Valley road
to Chapter Lake (Grail Falls) is a real gem, a
good one. Given how it meanders around the
base of the hills and across a few streams, |
had expected a very boggy start but except
for some very small sections the track was a
delight. Once it ascended the first real hill, it
sauntered up through a beech and pine filled
glade - | kept thinking | would see hobbits
spring out from behind trees — until the track
finally reached the start of the last section
which would take us over the saddle. Just
prior to the saddle is a mysterious patch of
grass in a clearing which took us by surprise
so we decided to just laze back in the sun
and have lunch. Michelle, the carrier of all
lunch things, was urging us to help her get
rid of some weight.

After the saddle, and the quite steep descent
into Chapter Lake, we bumbled our way
past the “Junction Lake Sign”, which sits
some 100 metres before you get to the
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camping spots and the falls themselves. This
is unexpected but absolutely correct so |
thank the person who placed the sign in this
position very much. We were then drifting
around trying to decide whether to go, as
planned, up to Chalice Lake or not. “Come
on, let’s do it!” from the ebullient Helen was
all we needed to force ourselves up the steep
but straightforward ascent of Grail Falls,
which was flowing extremely well at that
time.

Once across the stream, half way to the lake,
the track sidles many large rock platforms
and opens out to vistas of the lake, with
Twin Spires and Cathedral Mountain on

the horizon. While it was overcast and a

cool breeze drifted in from the west, the
prospects looked good for a camp on the
lake shore. Well that is, if you could find

one. There were so few flat spots anywhere,
and we had three tents, but we did find the
Hilton outcrop complete with its own pond at
our side. Down near the lake shore, we saw
another two guys at various times wandering
this way and that hunting down somewhere
to spend the night. One actually carried a
small blowup kayak and decided to test out
the island some 80 metres off shore — only to
be confounded by the scrub and slopes. By
about 8 pm they had found their Xanadu on
the far shore of the outlet stream.

At dusk, after the wind died completely,
Chalice Lake encapsulated why it is a
drawcard. You can’t stop clicking away but
also often just sitting watching the night
approach as the occasional fish would send
silent ripples across the water.

Hilton camp spot on Chalice Lake, day 1
Rob Wildman
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Day 2 - Chalice Lake, Twin Spires, Chapter
Lake

Next morning we did what everyone else
seemed to be doing or had done - take the
rough well cairned track to the top of the
Cathedral Range near Twin Spires. From
there, you get views over the valley in which
the Overland runs from Pelion to Du Cane
Gap and all the surrounding hills. Even
Cradle Mountain at 25 kilometres distant was
prominently visible with its sister, Barn Bluff,
unmistakable at its side.

The Acropolis and Geryon, day 2
Rob Wildman

Getting back with plenty of time to spare,
we decided to head back to Grail Falls and
camp in the rather murky spots at the end of
Chapter Lake. We had been told by a young,
fit couple that the track down to Junction
Lake from Chapter Lake was going to be
very difficult so | thought we would grab a
few extra hours in case this was true.

R g --
On the Way to The Spires, Tent Tarn in the middle distance, day 2
, Marc Breton

K e

Descending the short steep route down the
side of Grail Falls, Helen

spiked her eye on a bush. we all
Nothing remained in her ‘ ‘adjusted to
eye and she could still the half zombie
see quite clearly but we in our midst.
stood transfixed as the

blood oozed very slowly down the whites

of her eyes, leaving her iris and pupil as
normal. The effect was initially unnerving, but
as Helen couldn’t see it and she was in no
pain, we all adjusted to the half zombie in our
midst.

The only other walker we met on this section
was a tiger snake right at the point where
you crane your neck back to try to see the
falls and, of course, are not looking at the
track. It didn’t move far out the way but just
enough for us to cautiously shuffle past.

Day 3 - Chapter Lake, Cloister Lagoon,
Junction Lake

The track from the end of Chapter Lake to
Junction Lake, as Mr Chapman assures

us in his writings, roughly follows the lake
shore, heading up into the scrub and back
down to the edge when it can and passing
through the flat boggy section before you
get to Cloister Lagoon itself. | am entirely
confused now because the more we saw of
this track we more we enjoyed it. The track




meandered from beautiful mossy beech
forest to dry sclerophyll gum forest and then
to wet spongy swampy bogs on its amble
over the saddle and down to Junction Lake.
The last few kilometres down the creek bed
to the lake was one of the most serene walks

I’ve done.
We had originally planned ‘ ‘ gamgsite

to be real adventurers

and head up to Artemis at the lake
Lake and then follow thi and the hut
o aorose tha | tself were so
rveller Rando to DU magical ...

Traveller Range to Du
Cane Gap and then back through the Never
Never. But the campsite at the lake and the
hut itself were so magical we completely
bonked out and decided instead to stay

for two nights, do a day walk down and up
the Never Never (or as far as we could get)
and then see what else later on. We came
across two walkers at about 7 pm near

the hut trying to ascertain the start of the
Lake Artemis track; one
attempting to find it at ‘
water level and the other

up the hill somewhere.
They looked exhausted
and one even fell in the
cold river to chest-high
depth in the stumble to find the route. After
they eventually found the cairns up the hill
and were out of earshot, we pondered on this
edgy style of walking and the potential it had
for real disaster.

They
looked
exhausted and
one even fell in
the cold river ...
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Dinner with Junction Lake Hut as background, day 3
Marc Breton

As part of the preparation for this walk, |
volunteered to prepare all the main meals,
drying and devising tasty delights, and then
distribute them to each person as equitably
as possible. After a couple of nights of
curries, it was spag bol tonight followed by a
chocolate milk dessert and then, the peach
brandy and cigars to round off. And yes we
carried out the butts! These were real chat
starters as we were resting on the one big
rock overlooking the lake as the sun fell over
another still and placid surface. Nothing

was off the agenda. Families, because we
all had them, work, walking stories and
some attempts at the dire political situation
were all in there. And there was a red sky so
tomorrow was looking good already!

Chapter Lake at dusk, day 2

Marc Breton
B

i
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Day 4 - Junction Lake, Never Never return
So, the Never Never. If you trawl the net
there are boundless stories of the traverse of
this part of the Mersey River from Junction
Lake down to Hartnett Falls and most of
them are stories of scrub bashing, bogs

and getting lost. | can very well understand
how in severe weather this route can be
treacherous, especially as it involves a log
crossing over a swiftly flowing river. But on
our day, with the sun shining for most of it, it
was a real pleasure. Sure, there were several
sections where the pad disappears or there
are several pads at the same time, but there
is only the river on your left and the mountain
on your right — you are going to stumble on
the pad sometime. Even the log crossing
had several options all close to one another.
The pad generally sticks close to the river,
especially in the lower section below McCoy
Falls (which is one of many spectacular
features) but when trees have fallen and the
track is blocked, walkers have made their
own diversions, some of which head off into
infinity and some which do work their way
back to the river and the original pad.

We had given ourselves until two o’clock
before we would turn around and luck
was with us as we strolled into a mass of
Overland walkers at the top of Hartnett
Falls, who were surprised to see us, with

Junction Lake, day 4
Rob Wildman
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Feather Falls from the Never Never, day 4

Rob Wildman
five minutes to spare. Many were doing the
"luxury" walk and travelled with just day
packs and were soaking up the water and
the sun before heading on to Windy Ridge
Hut.




Twenty-two years before, | had walked the
Overland with my, then fifteen year old son,
Min. | had prepared a very short memorial

to his memory as he had died almost one
year previously, just before the pandemic.
We all struggled to read the prepared letter
and poems and by the time we were finished,
other people were looking askance as they
strolled passed this small bunch of weeping,
hugging walkers.

The return trip was just as enjoyable and
because we were now experienced, we cut
almost an hour off the time. But the English
garden look of the river downstream from
the falls with flat, moss covered edges and
a crystal clear babbling brook running in
between, was something I'll never forget.

Day 5 - Junction Lake, Lake Artemis,
Meston Hut

The next day we decided that we should
also head up to Lake Artemis to see what
we missed out on and to look at the country
beyond. The track, difficult to find at first,
lounges through a beautiful beech forest

on its way to the crest over which was
swampy ground and then about a kilometre
of scratchy and narrow climbing before
breaking out onto the ridge overlooking the
lake. After seeing the scrub which surrounds
the lake, we were very glad we didn’t attempt

One of the larger unnamed waterfalls in the Never Never, day 4 ., : %
3 Rob Wildman /
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Michelle, Helen, Rob just above Hartnett Falls, day 4
Marc Breton

the high route we’d planned before. The
camp sites at Lake Artemis were positioned
atop a flat space on a spit of land jutting out
into the lake. The lake was very clear and this
area would have made a wonderful night’s
camp.

Having returned from this enjoyable short trip
(its less than three kilometres to the lake), I'd
heard or read that it was possible to camp on
the southern shores of Lake Meston, the lake
to the north-east of Junction Lake. As we
approached this lake it became very obvious
that this spot was not going to be our next
camp. Thick bands of melaleuca covered

the shores and the excellent track we were
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The "goblinesque" Meston Hut, day 5
Rob Wildman

following wasn’t having anything to do with
the lake itself, just skirting it. So we pushed
on to the fairytale Meston Hut which was
every bit as "goblinesque" as the Junction
Lake hut. Marc found a short track which
lead down to the actual shore of the lake
where we threw ourselves into the water and
then threw ourselves out just as fast.

A middle aged couple we met had nestled
their tent onto the very edge of the lake
and taken off to fish the northern shores
during the unexpected good weather. This
lake is famous for trout fishing and the
lakes to the north and east right up to Lake
Malbena are special areas for this activity. |
can understand the fly fishing community’s
objection to the prospect of rich, helicopter
fishing tourists invading this pristine place.

Myrtle Lake, day 6
Rob Wildman

Day 6 - Meston Hut, Mount Rogoona,
Lake Myrtle

Today, the second last, was to walk to the
saddle on Mount Rogoona and then follow
the cairned route to the top. We had, again,
a spectacularly brilliant morning, with a
fine soft mist on the surface of the lake but
which had now disappeared and left us
with the prospect of just getting sunburnt.
The tracks we were following now were all
very good; properly

made and maintained ‘ ‘ ... looking
trails. While the Mount down on
Rogoona route came Lake Myrtle, our
and went it also never next destination,
really left us for long, was just a treat.
taking us to a high point

one ridge away from the actual summit of the
mountain. We could have done the dip and
last climb to reach this but we could see an
amazing skyline as it was and looking down
on Lake Myrtle, our next destination, was just
a treat.

After talking to some other walkers on

the track, and not having heard a weather
forecast for over a week, it seems we were
going to be in for some weather, even snow,
over the next day or so. But heck, we had
the gear, we had plenty of shelter and we
were walking out. The only unknown was that
we were unsure of the standard of the "short
cut" — the Jacksons Creek track. Given very




bad weather was predicted, the prospect

of walking out via the Lake Bill track was
looking likely. Marc, in his usual investigative
style, did a short trip around the lake shore
and gave us the thumbs up for going out via
Jacksons Creek. But that was tomorrow.

The Lake Myrtle camp spots are too
numerous to count and we felt like royalty
making our choice of a preferred spot.
Another quick swim, a Madras Lamb curry
with saffron rice, an Aunty Betty self-saucing
pudding, a cigar and some whisky left us
continuing the regal theme. How could this
get any better?

Day 7 — Lake Myrtle, Jacksons Creek,
Mersey River Road

The rain held off until we were all packed and
ready to go in the morning and even then

it was just mild, mistily drifting in through

the forest and bogs. After a kilometre or so,
we passed what looked like a route which
would join up with the Cloister Lake walk

so we mentally tagged it for later. The track
descended for a long way through taller

and taller fern forests until we were down

at the registration station, almost out. The
regeneration of the ground level vegetation
in this area felt luxuriant and we, sadly, single
filed across the suspension bridge and down
to the car.
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What surprised me about this walk was how
good all the tracks turned out to be. | had
heard reports of scrub bashing and bog
trawling and when it came to it, | would take
these tracks any day ahead of some of the
routes I’'ve walked in NSW.

Of course, a trip like this is, for me, all

about the people you have on board and
their willingness to be there with you in this
wonderful country. From the surreal scene of
all four of us hugging each other during the
memorial for Min to the laughs we had just
ribbing each other over dinner, we all have

something special to remember.
) QGA

~

(Rob is 67 and is based in Sydney. He has

been bushwalking since the age of twelve,
when he was dragged up The Castle and
into a casual love affair with the bush.

For years his stomping grounds were the
Budawangs, Blue Mountains and Kanangra
but Tasmania and the Snowies have been
poking their nose in for a while. He often
tries out poor unsuspecting first timers on
impossible routes but somehow always
makes it back to safety. Well, there was that
one time with the helicopter ... For Rob,
going bush is where the rejuvenation of the
senses and the intimacy with nature always

\happens. )

AN

ount Rogoona with-Barn Bluff and Cradle Mountain on the horizon, day 6

Mat:p Bretorli



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1kiLJi57mvjzxI1K6WJapKi4TFUJIjqzXi4y4iqI8vKk/viewform?entry.783616131=47&entry.1571326603=Junction+Lake&entry.693613457=Not+great
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1kiLJi57mvjzxI1K6WJapKi4TFUJIjqzXi4y4iqI8vKk/viewform?entry.783616131=47&entry.1571326603=Junction+Lake&entry.693613457=Liked+it
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1kiLJi57mvjzxI1K6WJapKi4TFUJIjqzXi4y4iqI8vKk/viewform?entry.783616131=47&entry.1571326603=Junction+Lake&entry.693613457=Not+fussed
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Our trip began with the goal of showing
two very excited Sydney friends (Dan
and Joanna) Wilsons Prom. We roped in
another Melbourne based mate (Wade)
to do the Southern Circuit. Joanna is

a teacher, so we locked in a school
holidays date. We were all excited, talking &
about our gear, planning side trips etc.

Feathertop summit
All photos by Paul Ireland




Twelve days out we received an email from
Parks Victorian - The Prom is closed! There
was 200 mm of rain in one day, causing
extensive flood damage, so overnight

hiking was closed while they repaired the
damage. With moving dates not an option
due to the need to go in school holidays, we
frantically began searching for other options.
Grampians? Dan and Joanna were coming
from Lakes Entrance ... too far. Gippsland?
We didn’t have enough time off work, too far
forus ...

We only had one overnight hike under our
belts, so we are somewhat newbies, but our
adventurous spirit is definitely in the “old
soul” bucket.

My husband Paul thought, what about
Feathertop? He’s been wanting to do a
Feathertop hike ever since we moved

to Melbourne a couple of years ago. So
we were frantically on the laptops — Paul
searching for GPX recordings of people
doing hikes around Feathertop, and me on
Bushwalk.com to my trusted advisers!

Paul found a loop that looked like it was
about the right length for us.

Day 1 Diamantina Hut along Razorback to
Federation Hut.

Day 2 Down Diamantina Spur, up the West
Kiewa, over the saddle and down to
Dibbins Hut.

Day 3 Up Swindlers Spur to Hotham.

| checked with the crew, and everyone

was happy to do that, we booked the tent
platforms at Dibbins and an apartment after
the walk, locked in.
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Then | started looking at the actual track and
asked Bushwalk.com about it. Diamantina
sounded hard! | have a dodgy knee that I'd
been at physio for, so | was nervous. Some
full on reports on bushwalk scared me, but
some others told me | would live. After much
advice and back and forth, | talked myself
into it. That advice would prove invaluable
later.

Three days before we were meant to go, the
weather forecast turned nasty. The “polar
blast” was here. The Th
forecast was for ‘ d ree
90 km/hour winds, below ays
before we were

zero temperatures and

it t looki meant to go, the
SNOW = L Was NOLI00KING \y aather forecast
good. Cue research #2 for turned nasty.
alternatives — we decided :
it would just have to be a one nighter if the
weather turned bad. Secretly, Paul was
hoping it did snow!

On Sunday, the day before we were to leave,
the weather forecast turned in our favour.
Sunday was meant to get snow, but Monday
to Wednesday was to be fine, cold, but no
rain until Wednesday. We were back on
again!

After a 5 am start from Melbourne, picking up
Wade on the way, we drove up to Hotham via
Bright. As we came up the very windy road
to just below the top of Mount Hotham, there
was snow everywhere and it was very cloudy.
We were thinking — are we even going to see
any views along the famous Razorback? We
met Dan and Joanna at Diamantina Hut, and
amazingly, the cloud lifted. We all jumped
out, full of nervous energy, popped our
names in the book and got going.

View from Feathertop summit


http://bushwalk.com/forum/
http://bushwalk.com/forum/
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Day 1 - The Razorback, Federation Hut,
Feathertop

The walk along The Razorback was
incredible. An easy walk, with amazing vistas
made all the more beautiful from the dusting
of snow that had arrived on Sunday night.
Our timing ended up perfect! Wildflowers
peeped their heads out of the top of the
snow, but the track wasn’t covered. Just
enough to make a beautiful view without
making it too much of a challenge for these
newbies!

We arrived at Federation Hut, refilled water
from the tank (thanks to the snow, there
was water in the tank) set up tents and then
did the summit of Feathertop. What a good
decision to do that on day one (again, a

tip from the forum well needed) as day two
proved to be a real physical challenge. The
view from Feathertop was incredible, we got
some unreal photos with the sun peeping
through the clouds, and it just felt amazing
to be able to see so far and not see another
person. It really felt like we were in another
world, and actually reminded me a little of
the volcano ranges in Indonesia.

We descended and had dinner in the hut with
a number of other people. Double checked
the forecast for the next two days - it looked
okay, so we were good to go! | was glad

of my -4 °C sleeping bag; we had -3 °C
overnight and | slept in thermal socks and
my beanie!

S

“ 4 Wade, Stacey, Dan and Joanna at Dibbins Hut

Day 2 - Diamantina Spur, West Kiewa
River, Dibbins Hut

Tuesday morning woke to a beautiful sunny
day, and tents covered in ice from the
condensation. A good old Chux did wonders
scraping the ice off the tents before we got

going.

We stopped for a group photo at the top of
Diamantina Spur thinking

if we die along this spur, at ‘
least there will be evidence

of us! Joanna had read the
horror stories of this walk
too, so we all mentally
braced ourselves.

Joanna
had
read the horror
stories of this
walk too ...

The first two hours were fine, we loved the
view back to Feathertop from the spur and
it was great to be able to see where we had
come from. We started to hit the steeper
descent, and thanks to some great advice
of the forum, when we got

to the rock scrambling ‘ The

bits we definitely went constant
down backwards! There steep downhill
were only really two short after those
sections like that, and for us ~rock sections
30-somethings, that was all ~ was a killer.

a bit of an adventure. Cue

the obligatory selfie on the rock section! The
constant steep downhill after those rock
sections was a killer. | completely understand
why we were advised against it — | wouldn’t
call that an “enjoyable” section. About




12:30 pm we were all really hungry and

there seemed to be no end in sight to this
downhill section.

We played ‘ We played
psychoanalytical psychoanalytical
games and sung games and sung terribly
terribly to keep to keep our minds off the
our minds off angle of the decline.

the angle of the

decline. The track | mean, not our minds.
Around 1:15 pm we reached the bottom of
the spur — at last! We dragged our exhausted
bodies to the river and plonked ourselves
down to have lunch. We were all stuffed — but
proud that we had done it.

After a fuel up we walked to the Dibbins Hut
campsite, arriving around 4 pm, very very
tired. We were happy to have booked the
tent platforms — it was windy when we got
there, but the way the platforms were set
up, our tents were completely sheltered from
the wind. The river ran right past the tent
area and the whole “campground” was just
stunning; the scenery there is really magical.

We walked 300 metres from the tent
platforms to Dibbins Hut. Dibbins was much
nicer than Federation — Dibbins is an old style
log hut, although the window needs to be
fixed. Dan and Joanna collected wood and
got a fire in the pot belly stove in no time. As
Joanna and Dan were making tea, Joanna
knocked the handle of the boiling water all
over her leg. Cue rush to the river and 20
minutes of scooping freezing river water over
her burns. She never winced or cried — what
a trooper! Note to self — handles go inwards.

We were happy to be in the hut — the wind
was really howling as we had dinner. A can
of red wine for me and whisky for the boys
really went down well, we were all zapped of
energy. A round of cards and we were all in
bed around 9 pm.

Day 3 - Swindlers Spur, Derrick Hut, Loch
car park

On Wednesday morning we had a slow

start, and were punished for it as it started
sprinkling right when we started packing

up the tent. The Chux came in handy again!
Today we were going up Swindlers Spur
back to Hotham. Swindlers was steep for the
first few hours, with lots of loose shale — we
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had been warned about this on the forum

so we were prepared. It was good to get us
going and warm, as we had strong wind and
light rain, so the exercise got us warmed up
nicely. We stopped at Derrick Hut for our
feast of a lunch — the more we ate, the less
there was to carry the last leg of the trip! So
down went chocolate, more whisky, biscuits,
tea, and fruit! Derrick Hut was really cute too,
although camping nearby in wind wouldn’t
be great as it’s very exposed. We had been
warned that from Derrick back to Hotham
was also exposed, so we rugged up before
leaving the hut.

We wandered back to Loch car park from
Derrick, being blasted by the wind, but we
knew we weren’t far from hot showers so it
didn’t matter. As we reached the skifields, we
could see our entire walk, from the start of
The Razorback all the way to Feathertop, and
the Diamantina Spur. It was pretty incredible
to see the whole thing and think we had just
walked all of it.

It was amazing that from such a bad start,

to a Plan B choice, then a terrible weather
forecast, to that we ended up having almost
perfect weather and the added bonus of the
dusting of snow on the first day. The alpine
regions are just stunning and we can’t wait
to hit up the rest of it soon ... but maybe after

winter! 'ﬁ O g)

y

Stacey is a reluctant adventurer, spurred on
by her intrepid and fearless husband Paul.
Her parents took her on bushwalks as soon
as she could walk. She is originally from
Sydney but is loving exploring the amazing
\scenery in her new home state of Victoria. )



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1kiLJi57mvjzxI1K6WJapKi4TFUJIjqzXi4y4iqI8vKk/viewform?entry.783616131=47&entry.1571326603=Feathertop+via+Wilsons+Prom&entry.693613457=Not+great
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1kiLJi57mvjzxI1K6WJapKi4TFUJIjqzXi4y4iqI8vKk/viewform?entry.783616131=47&entry.1571326603=Feathertop+via+Wilsons+Prom&entry.693613457=Liked+it
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1kiLJi57mvjzxI1K6WJapKi4TFUJIjqzXi4y4iqI8vKk/viewform?entry.783616131=47&entry.1571326603=Feathertop+via+Wilsons+Prom&entry.693613457=Not+fussed

“®"

Dawn at Surveyors Pool Competition: Landscape June 2012
Tom Brennan


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1kiLJi57mvjzxI1K6WJapKi4TFUJIjqzXi4y4iqI8vKk/viewform?entry.783616131=47&entry.1571326603=Photo+Gallery&entry.693613457=Not+great
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1kiLJi57mvjzxI1K6WJapKi4TFUJIjqzXi4y4iqI8vKk/viewform?entry.783616131=47&entry.1571326603=Photo+Gallery&entry.693613457=Liked+it
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1kiLJi57mvjzxI1K6WJapKi4TFUJIjqzXi4y4iqI8vKk/viewform?entry.783616131=47&entry.1571326603=Photo+Gallery&entry.693613457=Not+fussed
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Landscapes
June 2020

WINNER

Fainter South
Snowgum Grove
Sam Denniston

Deep view Mount Difficult A late arvo ramble, Mount
Brian Eglinton MulgaBill Razorback to the north
Osik

LY :'. 1.:!:' -“'__5-_'.

P | R

Misty morning Pretty Creek Gully Forests and farms
on the Bibb John Walker North-north-west
Nigel H

Check this and other entries at Bushwalk.com Photo competitions


http://bushwalk.com/forum/viewforum.php?f=22&sid=f17d2e8066113de9db26b358bbb567d9
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Non-landscapes
June 2020

WINNER

Small birds are a challenge to photograph as they quickly
flit around the trees and bushes.

This red browed finch was pausing long enough to get the
shot as it was scoffing some seeds for lunch in Morialta
Gorge.

Lunch time
Brian Eglinton
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Last rays of sun The things that you find Life continues
(Tree of life) John Walker on a fallen giant

Nigel H Osik

Mycena interupta Grass Tree spike spikes!
Mount Difficult Range North-north-west Tom Brennan
MulgaBill

Check this and other entries at Bushwalk.com Photo competitions


http://bushwalk.com/forum/viewforum.php?f=22&sid=f17d2e8066113de9db26b358bbb567d9
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Other States
June 2020

WINNER

Adelaide has the remarkable Morialta Gorge within a short
distance from the CBD. It has a series of waterfalls and is
often frequented by rock climbers drawn to its walls.

Second Falls can be viewed from various tracks, but it is a

bit of a scramble seeking to avoid blackberries to get to its
base.

This is the view a short distance downstream near some
enormous fallen blocks.

Second Falls
Brian Eglinton

_ . B e
D 1 - ’ i,‘;:;.f W
’ San .‘#_.:.L e 2 .'-.-g ;
Light strikes the canopy floor near the Wanganderry sunset
grave of a fallen hero Tom Brennan
Osik

John Walker

Check this and other entries at Bushwalk.com Photo competitions


http://bushwalk.com/forum/viewforum.php?f=22&sid=f17d2e8066113de9db26b358bbb567d9
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Tasmania
June 2020

WINNER

They finally lengthened the leash during our pandemic
lockdown in June. Cape Surville was the first decent walk
since coming off the Port Davey Track in March and it didn't
disappoint, especially the beautiful little pocket of rainforest
halfway along the track.

Back in the forest
North-north-west

Check this and other entries at Bushwalk.com Photo competitions


http://bushwalk.com/forum/viewforum.php?f=22&sid=f17d2e8066113de9db26b358bbb567d9
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Landscapes
July 2020

WINNER

The Flinders Ranges are notable for rich colours. The best
time to walk is the cooler months, and the Heysen Trail
makes for good multi-day walking. It runs along the valley
under the north wall of Wilpena Pound which swings north
to become the Heysen R