
GAME INFO

Weather: 45 °F, overcast
Attendance: 63,714 (sold out)
Series Results: 2-1 (BYU leads)
Captains: Connor Pay (OL), Kingsley 
Suamataia (OL), Tyler Batty (DE), AJ 
Vongphachanh (LB),
Coin Toss: BYU won, deferred to the 
second half
Uniforms: Royal jersies, white pants, 
white helmets and face masks

BYU Flag Bearers
Alumni: Bryan Kariya, RB (2005, 08-
11), Dewayne Nobles, DB (1994), Steve 
Lindsley, QB (1984-86)
USA: Maika Kaufusi (LB)
Utah: Matthias Dunn (K)
Sione Veikoso 72: Lucky Finau (LB)
Big 12: Miles Hall (LB)

BYU FOOTBALL 
TEAM NOTES

Oklahoma      7 10  7     7         31
BYU    7 10  7     0 24

November 18, 2023
LaVell Edwards Stadium

THIRTY-ONE HONORED ON SENIOR DAY
 > The following seniors were honored in their final home game at LaVell Edwards Stadium: Chaz Ah 

You (LB), Jacob Boren (CB), Jackson Cravens (DT), Ian Fitzgerald (OL), Kamden Garrett (CB), Eddie Heckard 
(CB), Atunaisa Mahe (DT, Paul Maile (OL), Simi Moala (OL), Malik Moore (Safety), Kedon Slovis (QB), Deion 
Smith (RB), Max Tooley (LB) & AJ Vongphachanh (LB)

 > The following players have eligibility remaining but were also honored: Isaiah Bagnah (DE), Tyler 
Batty (DE), Ben Bywater (LB), Caleb Christensen (CB), Caleb Etienne (OL), Talmage Gunther (WR), Ammon 
Hannemann (LB), Caden Haws (DT), Keanu Hill (WR), Fisher Jackson (LB), Brayden Keim (OL), Connor Pay (OL), 
Ryan Rehkow (Punter), Isaac Rex (TE), Austin Riggs (LS), Aidan Robbins (RB), Kingsley Suamataia (OL)

GOOD MORNING, COUGAR NATION
 > Saturday’s 10 a.m. MST kickoff is the earliest for a BYU home game since Nov. 13, 2004 vs. New Mexico

GROUND & POUND
 > BYU rushed for a season-high 217 yards and joined Cincinnati as just the second team this season to outgain 

Oklahoma on the ground (217-144). 
STATS

 > Both teams ran 64 plays each but the Cougars outgained the Sooners in total offense (390-368), yards per 
play (6.1-5.8), yards per carry (5.7-4.2) and time of possession (31:10-28:50)

FOURTH DOWN
 > The Cougars converted on a season-best 3-of-3 fourth downs, their best since going 3-for-3 at USC on Nov. 

27, 2021
QB NOTES

 > With Retzlaff recording two passing and one rushing TD today, BYU has had two QBs with games of two pass-
ing and one rushing TD for the first time since Taysom Hill and Christian Stewart in 2014.

QB JAKE RETZLAFF
 > First-career rushing touchdown at BYU (10 yds)
 > First-career game with passing and rushing TDs

WR PARKER KINGSTON
 > Career-long punt return (31 yards)

DT JACKSON CRAVENS
 > First-career BYU sack, fifth for collegiate career  

NOTABLE FIRSTS/CAREER HIGHS

Find more game materials including box 
scores, postgame audio/video files and 
more at byucougars.com/pressbox

For a live feed of in-game notes follow  
@BYUGameNotes on X (Twitter) throughout 
gameday. Track milestones, news, notes and 
more. 

RB AIDAN ROBBINS
 > Robbins’ 182 yards and 22 carries are a BYU career-high and second-most in his collegiate career after a 

227-yard game vs. North Texas on Sept. 17, 2022 while at UNLV.
WR KODY EPPS

 > Recorded a season-high six receptions for 90 yards on nine targets.
CB JAKOB ROBINSON

 > The Thorpe Award semi-finalist recorded a career-high three pass breakups on the game and now has a 
career-best seven on the season.

SAFETY TALAN ALFREY
 > Alfrey returned from injurty to record a career-high seven solo tackles and tie a career-high with 10 total stops.

KICKER WILL FERRIN
 > Ferrin made a career-long 49-yard field goal versus the Sooners. It was BYU’s longest made field goal since 

Jake Oldroyd hit from 49 yards on Oct. 1, 2021 in a 34-20 win at Utah State.

PLAYER NOTES



BYU FOOTBALL 
KALANI SITAKE, BYU HEAD COACH
Opening Statement:  “I am proud of the guys. Obviously that’s not the outcome I was feeling. Even from before the game, to the 
end, we felt like we had a shot at this. I probably say this way too many times, but we made too many mistakes, and it came down 
to the wire. I’m proud of the guys’ fight, and there are really no moral victories. We knew that we can play with people, and I am 
glad that they were able to show it on the field.”

On Oklahoma: “Credit to Oklahoma. I think that Coach Venables has done a great job with his team. They are resilient, they fight 
back and they cause turnovers and stuff that I wish we could’ve done. Credit to them and I don’t know how it’s looking for the Big 
12 Championship game, but it looks like they are in the mix.”

On who will start at quarterback vs. Oklahoma State next week: “Kedon made a huge improvement from last week to this 
week, and he had some really good practices this week. We’ll have to evaluate that and see where he’s at. We’ll see how things 
look on Monday, but it’s always been the plan to go with the best quarterback that gives us the best chance to win … We’ll see 
how it looks early next week, and I’ll let you guys know as soon as I can. If Kedon has the same type of progress he made from last 
week to this week, I feel really good about him.”

On working toward bowl eligibility: “We are in a situation now where our backs are against the wall, and if we want to extend 
this season, we have to win next week. We have to do it on the road and go to Oklahoma State and try to find a way. I’m proud of 
the guys and think they’ll keep working hard. Hopefully we can play our best game next week. I felt like this was missed opportuni-
ties from us, and give Oklahoma credit they were able to do some things, create turnovers and put us in some tough stops. We just 
have to find ways and keep working. We’re building something nice here, and part of the building process is we have to find a way 
to try and extend the season so we can utilize those practices to develop our players.”

On the play call prior to the pick-6: “The play call was an RPO, which means run first. We went fast, and you don’t throw the 
pass unless there is nobody covering him. I don’t even think the receiver thought the ball was going to him. This was just one of 
those moments where you’ve just got to hand the ball off. I believe they had two guys out on coverage and from our read it’s give 
the ball.”
 
On how the team can build off this game in preparation for Oklahoma State: “I was proud of the battle in the trenches. In 
other games, it looked like we were overmatched or we weren’t in the right spot. A lot of that had to do with bad technique. For this 
one, I felt like the guys were fighting back and forth. It’s not like we dominated them up front and they dominated us. It was a good 
back and forth. Unfortunately, they were able to grind the clock out and get the win at the end. I’d like to see our guys respond 
differently and try to find a way to get the ball back, but Oklahoma has a really good team.”

KODY EPPS, BYU WR
On his health: “It’s been a long process for me with my injury in fall camp, so I’m grateful that God helped me heal up quick 
enough to get back out there and kept me healthy.”
 
On the offense’s game plan: “The plan was to just trust the scheme and rely on everyone to do their individual job, and for the 
majority of the game, we did just that.”

On the offense’s resiliency, scoring on the drive after the pick-6: “I commend Jake for leading us and his ability to do so. It 
is all about resiliency and pushing through adversity. Even when the mistake may, quote unquote, be on him, he came out the next 
drive, and pushes the ball so that we can get a touchdown and tie the game.”
 

POSTGAME QUOTES
BYU

November 18, 2023
LaVell Edwards Stadium



BYU FOOTBALL 
On Jake Retzlaff: “I just thought a couple of minutes ago that this is Jake’s third game starting. So, I mean, usually when you 
have a quarterback that starts late in the season, he doesn’t get those first couple of games at the beginning of the season to get 
his fill. Jake has done a tremendous job of just coming in on the big stage, making plays and leading like he has been a million 
times before.” 

On Jake Retzlaff opening up the field: “Jake’s mobility opens it up for us, because they have to respect him running, handing 
off the ball to someone that just had 182 rushing yards, and then respect us on the perimeter. Having him as a triple threat helps 
us offensively and as a team.”

TALAN ALFREY, BYU SAFETY
On improved play after some tough losses: “This whole week, we emphasized belief and getting back to what we know 
we can do. We practiced the basics, but added more belief, and were able to come out and play better than we had the last few 
weeks. Super tough loss, but super excited for next week.” 

On how the defense can build off this performance: “This week gives us confidence in the scheme, each other and that we 
can go down and replicate the same thing and even better next week. There’s still things that we have to do and fix, but we can 
take care of business.”
 

AIDAN ROBBINS, BYU RB
On the running game today: “Credit to my offensive line for providing me the opportunity, A-Rod for making the play calls and 
trusting the ball in my hands, and Jake for opening up the run game.” 

On Oklahoma’s pick-6: “Obviously it stings a little bit, especially when you know you drive all the way down, but I mean, that’s 
football. It’s all about adversity, and it’s life lessons. When adversity hits you in the face, how are you going to respond? We still had 
time on the clock, and we knew we were going to get the ball right back. It was all about responding at that point.”
 

 On offensive coordinator Aaron Roderick: “A-Rod is part of the reason I came here. No matter what people say about him, I 
always believe in him. He does what he does at a high level, and he knows what he’s doing. I appreciate him for trusting me to go 
out and perform. He let me have the ball in my hands, and I appreciate him for trusting me to do that.”
 

EDDIE HECKARD, BYU CB
On the defense’s performance: “We prepared like none other for this game. We knew what we had on our hands. I feel like 
we’ve been having that in us all year. So I knew we could do it. I knew we could compete with them just like we competed with 
Texas. This week we showed how we were supposed to play all year.”

On preparing for Oklahoma State: “We’ve got one more game and trying to make that one, two games. We will be back on 
Monday ready to play. If it was the last game, there probably would have been some tears coming from me.”

POSTGAME QUOTES
BYU
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BYU FOOTBALL 
BRENT VENABLES, OKLAHOMA HEAD COACH
On BYU: 
“What a heck of an effort that was by BYU. They’ve played really well at home, and they’ve outscored their opponents 41-10 on 
forced turnovers. They’ve (BYU) played well at home … They went to Arkansas at the beginning of the year in the SEC and they 
won that game. They also beat a pretty good Texas Tech team who has beaten several good people, and they smashed them right 
out here. I think it was 24-7 at one time.”

On Coach Sitake and LaVell Edwards: 
“I love coach — what he does and what he’s about. He’s a former player here. They take great pride and are very passionate. We 
gave him a little bit of hope early. This is a great atmosphere and a really cool place. The players showed they have great belief and 
great pride in the jersey that they put on every Saturday, especially at home. I know that they haven’t been playing great here the 
last several weeks, but they were ready to play today, and we found a way to win.”

On Turnoversand defense
We’ve outscored our opponents 91-3 off of turnovers in our nine wins this season. We battled from beginning to end. We had 
some uncharacteristicly not being gap sound. We worked on the option. We had kind of two plans. One of them was good enough 
to win but not very good overall. Our kids overcame that and played a little better in the second half. 

On backup Jackson Arnold coming in
He came and did a lot of little stuff the right way. He protected the football, chewed up some yards, distributed the ball well. The 
guys played well around him. 

On his team
This is a team that likes to play. They like to compete. We don’t always coach them perfect. We’ve got a lot to get better at. We had 
a lot of false start penalties but we did take care of the football and that was the difference in the game. The defense continues to 
fight. They played pretty dang good in the season. This is one of those moments where if they aren’t prepared for the worst case 
scenario if they don’t have good leadership things could go south pretty quick. That’s not how they responded they responded how 
you would want them to, like a champions would do. 

POSTGAME QUOTES
Oklahoma
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