
GAME INFO
Weather: 68 degrees, cloudy, light 
rain
Attendance: 63,917 (sellout)
Series Results: 1-2
Captains: TE Carsen Ryan, DT John 
Taumoepeau, LB Jack Kelly, WR 
Chase Roberts 
Coin Toss: BYU won the toss and 
deferred to the second half.
Uniforms: White helmet, royal jersey, 
royal pants

BYU Flag Bearers
Alumni: Alumni Flag bearers 
Paul Beckett (DT 1983, 1986 to 
1988)
Matt Bauman (LB 2004, 2007 to 
2009)
Matt Bushman (TE 2017 to 2020) 
Talon Shumway (WR 2015 to 2019)
USA: DT Ulavai Fetuli
Utah: OL Joe Brown
Big 12: P Fuller Shurtz

ANOTHER HOT START
	> With its win over West Virginia, BYU moved to 5-0 to start the season for the fourth time under Kalani Sitake. It 

also marks back-to-back 5-0 starts for just the second time at BYU. The only other consecutive 5-0 starts also 
took place under Sitake in 2020 and 2021. The Cougars now have nine 5-0 starts in their history, with four of 
them coming from Sitake-led teams (2025, 2024, 2021, 2020). 

TURNOVER STREAK
	> BYU has created at least one turnover in each of its first five games to open the year. Therrian Alexander III’s 

interception in the first quarter was the Cougars’ sixth of the season and eighth turnover forced in 2025. Tanner 
Wall’s interception in the third quarter marked BYU’s third multi-interception game of the year.

STOUT STOPPERS
	> BYU’s defense entered the game No. 7 nationally allowing 3.94 yards per play. West Virginia averaged 4.5 yards 

per play on the night.
SCORING STREAK

	> After LJ Martin’s one-yard rushing touchdown in the fourth quarter, the Cougars have scored in 31-consecutive 
quarters dating back to last season, extending a program record.

GO LONG
	> BYU had two players with 100 yards receiving (Roberts 161, Kingston 111) in the same game for the first time 

since Roberts (108) and Darius Lassiter (103) against Arizona State last season.
	> Bear Bachmeier’s 85-yard passing play to Chase Roberts was the longest at BYU since 1996 when Steve 

Sarkisian hooked up with Dustin Johnson for an 87-yarder against Rice. 

TEAM NOTES

PLAYER NOTES

West Virginia	 0	 10	 7	 7	 24
BYU		  14	 14	 3	 7	 38
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BEAR-ING ALL THINGS
	> Bear Bachmeier completed the longest pass of his career three times in the contest. He hit Chase Roberts 

for 47 yards on BYU’s opening play and then tossed a 54-yard touchdown pass to Parker Kingston before 
connecting with Roberts in the second quarter for an 85-yard gain.

	> His two-yard rushing touchdown before the half was his fifth touchdown on the ground this season. Bachmeier 
now has a passing and rushing touchdown in three different games this year (Portland State, ECU, WVU).

RELIABLE ROBERTS
	> With his 47-yard reception on BYU’s opening possession, Chase Roberts has now has recorded a catch in 

31-consecutive games.
	> He also hauled in the longest reception of his career in the second quarter, an 85-yarder that set the Cougars’ 

up with first-and-goal at the WVU four-yard line.
	> Roberts’ 161 receiving yards are the most since Puka Nacua had 168 against Baylor in 2021.

SWISS ARMY KINGSTON
	> Parker Kingston’s one-yard rushing touchdown was the first of his career. Kingston has now rushed for a 

touchdown, caught one, thrown one and had a punt return for a touchdown. He is the first BYU player in the 
modern era to do so.

	> On the Cougars’ third drive of the game, Kingston added a career-long 54-yard reception for a touchdown. He 
is the first player to have a rushing and receiving TD in the same game since Puka Nacua against Arkansas in 
2022 (two rushing, one receiving).

LJ FOR SIX
	> LJ Martin had rushing touchdowns in both the second and fourth quarters. It is the fifth time that he’s had 

multiple rushing scores in the same game.

CB THERRIAN ALEXANDER III
	> First career interception, which he returned for 47 

yards, setting up a touchdown on the ensuing play.  

CAREER HIGHS
	> QB Bear Bachmeier: 351 passing yards
	> WR Chase Roberts: 161 receiving yards
	> WR Parker Kingston: 111 receiving yards

NOTABLE FIRSTS/CAREER HIGHS

Find more game materials including box 
scores, postgame audio/video files and 
more at byucougars.com/pressbox

For a live feed of in-game notes follow  
@BYUGameNotes on X (Twitter) throughout 
gameday. Track milestones, news, notes and 
more. 
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KALANI SITAKE, BYU HEAD COACH
Opening statement…
“Obviously, I’m a little frustrated about some things that we didn’t do well, but I told the team that winning is hard, so you have to celebrate it. I can’t 
wait to get to work on finding ways to improve as a team, so I have to do a better job as a head coach to make sure these guys play a complete 60 
minutes. The guys didn’t give up and the determination was there, so we should keep building on it. I was really pleased with us being able to get the 
win, but giving up that last touchdown at the end was frustrating. We have stuff to work on, but I’m excited to get back to work and get better so we can 
play next week. I saw growth in a lot of people, specifically our quarterback. For him to respond after some of the mistakes that were made speaks to his 
growth and his progression.”

On opening the game with a deep pass completion...
“I want to do that every time. Every time we pass the ball, if we have a deep threat, let’s do it. I feel really good about Bear’s ability to throw the ball, the 
deep ball, the mid-range and even some of the check downs. I think this is a good step for him. We need to keep rolling and keep the guys humble.”

On the ending of the game...
“I’m not upset about the win. I’m just kind of tense. I want to be relaxed towards the end, and that wasn’t a comfortable win. It was a good win, but not 
as comfortable as I wanted it to be.”

On Sam Vander Haar’s trick play…
“Kelly Poppinga gets it. If K-Pop sees something, I trust him. It was there, and it was right, but all it did was get us a closer field goal, when we want to 
turn those around into touchdowns.”

On Will Ferrin missing field goals in back-to-back weeks…
“Kickers go through that sometimes. We’re spoiled because he made 25 kicks in a row and just happened to miss one last week and this weekend, but 
he made one tonight. He’s back on the make train. I have a lot of trust in him, and we feel good about his ability. He kicked the ball well in kickoffs, and I 
feel good about Will altogether.”

On the fumbled pitch…
“Because it didn’t go well, I hate it. I have to give West Virginia credit for making the play. I didn’t like the response from the defense when that hap-
pened, but I did like the response from the offense. Once we got the ball back, we drove down to score.”

On two offside calls on the same drive…
“They need to line up better. We haven’t seen this before. We are more disciplined than this as a team, and we are better than that. It made the theat-
rics and the drama interesting, especially when we got the stop. But we shouldn’t make this harder on ourselves. We need to play smarter as a football 
team.”

On completing a game efficiently…
“We’ll get it back. Not a lot of people are playing a full 60 minutes. I’m asking for the impossible for some parts, but I’m always going to be like that. I’m 
complaining about winning a game by two scores. I want to get better, so let’s not get too comfortable. We’ll get back to work.”

THERRIAN ALEXANDER III, BYU CORNERBACK
On his interception…
“I was looking at the quarterback. He was looking to throw my way, and he was gonna throw a deep ball and the rest just happened. I was disappointed 
to get tackled, especially by the quarterback of all people. But I grew up dreaming about plays like that. I’ve got to appreciate my teammates who all did 
their jobs so I can go jumping [routes].”

On the defense tonight…
“First off we got the win, and that’s always a positive. But we have got to do a better job of finishing games. It’s always fun to get a win, but we have got 
to do better.”

TANNER WALL, BYU SAFETY
On his interception…
“I was in the right spot at the right time and ended up making a play. Probably up there as one of the strangest interceptions of my career.”

On Glasker and Kelly being out with injury…
“Those guys are two huge playmakers for us, really the heart of the defense. But I thought Ace Kaufusi and Max Alford really stepped up and responded 
when their name was called. They prepared to be where they were tonight. They’re great football players.”

On defending a short field …
“We haven’t been in a position like that yet this season, but we have got to do a better job. We have to find a way to force a field goal or force a situation 
where they are going for it on fourth down. In the red zone, the playbook shrinks for them, and we needed to do a better job anticipating and responding 
to their plays.”
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PARKER KINGSTON, BYU WIDE RECEIVER
On the passing game...
“I think it’s just letting us do our thing. Everybody opened the offense up to Bear and let Bear make the plays … letting teams know that they can’t stack 
the box against us and that we have weapons on the outside too.”

On Bear’s resilience…
“It was awesome to see Bear. He threw an interception, and the way he handled it was awesome. He said ‘my bad,’ brushed it to the side and just kept 
slinging it.”

On his growth through the start of the season…
“I wasn’t able to practice all of fall camp and started practicing the first game week, so it was hard for me to get my confidence in those first two games. 
I feel like I’ve built off of ECU and Colorado, and I finally felt like I was back to my normal self again this week.”

On the mistakes made in the game…
“Every win is a tough one in the Big 12. Every team is good. I think it’s just because we know we could’ve played better … we’re just upset about those 
stupid mistakes we had, and we’re gonna clean them up and be better against Arizona.”

On adversity faced and how Bear handled it…
“I think it’s good to have some adversity to overcome. He’s a baller. The way he runs, the way he throws, how smart he is — it’s been awesome to watch 
him.”

On his relationship with Chase Roberts…
“That’s my roommate. That’s my best friend on the team. So it was awesome to go over 100 yards with him … We were always talking about ‘it’s gonna 
be sick when we get 100 yards together in one game,’ and it finally happened. Now we’re just gonna keep building off that.”

On Chase Roberts being short of the goal line …
“He came off the field, and was like ‘I wish I had your speed.’ I was like ‘I know. You gotta unhook the trailer.’” 

CHASE ROBERTS, BYU WIDE RECEIVER
On setting career-highs tonight…
“It felt great, especially to get those deep balls with Bear. It took a couple games to get there, but we manifested it. It’s only going to get better from here, 
and we’re going to start really throwing the ball. Bear’s been awesome, and the offensive line did great, so we came together. We need to limit the dumb 
mistakes, and we’re a great offense.”

On making plays and helping the team win…
“I just go out there and play. I want to make the right plays, keep connecting with Bear, help others get open and create opportunities for the run game. I 
am just going to do my job, make plays and hopefully help us win the game. That is what it is all about.”

On the most BYU passing yards in a game since joining the Big 12… 
“We’re figuring things out with a new quarterback and with new players, and that’s what happens. Now we’re a big threat in the pass game, and teams 
need to prepare for that. That is only going to open up the box for LJ and our running backs. As we limit those mistakes, we’re a great offense, and our 
defense does their thing, so we’re a dangerous team.”

On Bear’s interception…
“Bear’s a level-headed dude that is going to keep playing. Adversity comes, and you’re going to make mistakes as a quarterback, but I think he did a 
great job bouncing back, and we had some great drives after the costly turnovers. We kept the score separated, and that shows Bear’s composure and 
how awesome he has been for our team.”

On the rain during the game…
“It wasn’t too bad. Cleat-wise, we had to wear our studs, but that was the only change that we made. We were still throwing the ball, but we need some 
more emphasis on ball security when it is wet.”

On two-straight seasons being 5-0…
“I think a lot of it is our culture that Kalani set. It has taken time to establish it and get the right guys on board. In our locker room, we are all about the 
culture to love and learn. We are resilient in every situation that we are in, and that will be seen on the field.”



WEST VIRGINIA HEAD COACH RICH RODRIGUEZ
On Khalil Wilkins’ first start…
“Played hard. As a freshman in that environment, I thought he was into the game. I think he’d like to have a lot of plays back, but also, I think he competed 
his tail off.”

On Wilkins and Scotty Fox playing in LES environment…
“I think in that environment, I thought they acquitted themselves okay. Scotty made some nice throws and a nice run. Khalil made some nice runs. He proba-
bly had a few things he’d like to come back, but that was a tough environment to get your first start in.”

On BYU’s student section…
“They’re kind of like our student section. Our students get into it and theirs do too. When we were backed up a little bit, it was hard to hear a couple times.”

On Bear Bachmeier’s performance…
“We made him look like the Heisman in the first half. He’s a good player. Tough, runs, everything we thought. His accuracy on his deep balls was great. I 
thought he was outstanding.”

On BYU’s defense and linebackers…
“They’re an athletic and a long team. They got a couple NFL linebackers.”

CHASE WILSON, WEST VIRGINIA LINEBACKER
On his interception off of a BYU screen…
“They’ve ran it, but it wasn’t identical to the one we’ve seen. But they have every screen in the book on third and long.”

On Bear Bachmeier…
“Yeah, he wears No. 47. That was kind of crazy on film when I watched it this week. But hey, he’s a tough kid, and he’s really smart with the football. I 
think he does a good job at commanding the offense. All the credit to him. He’s a good player.”

On playing in LES …
“It was awesome. It was electric. That fourth quarter deal they had going — real fire on the field?”

LANDON LIVINGSTON, OFFENSIVE LINEMAN
On BYU’s defensive front compared with others they’ve faced…
“They’re pretty good, credit to them. They had a great scheme coming in. Definitely a good front, one of the better ones we’ve faced this season.”

On the noise from the crowd affecting communication…
“The crowd noise was something we definitely had to get adjusted to. It was pretty elite and it was extremely loud. I would just say overall it was a great 
environment and definitely one that’s tough to play in as a college football player.”
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