
Points: Robert Wright III (15), Mihailo Boskovic (2-ties), Aleksej Kostic (5), Khadim Mboup (2), 
Richie Saunders (20), Dominique Diomande (9), Dawson Baker (12), Kennard Davis Jr. (12)
Rebounds: Robert Wright III (4), Tyler Mrus (1), AJ Dybantsa (3), Aleksej Kostic (1), Richie Saunders 
(2), Dominique Diomande (1), Dawson Baker (1), Kennard Davis Jr. (2)
Assists: Robert Wright III (3), Tyler Mrus (2), AJ Dybantsa (3-ties), Keba Keita (1), Dominique 
Diomande (2), Dominique Diomande (2), Dawson Baker (2), Xavion Staton (1)
Blocks: AJ Dybantsa (1)
Minutes Played: Tyler Mrus (13), Mihailo Boskovic (14), Aleksej Kostic (4), Dominique Diomande 
(13), Dawson Baker (20), Xavion Staton (12)

CAREER HIGHS:
Steals: Keba Keita (3), Richie Saunders (4)

Hot Start
The Cougars scored the first 10 points of the game, marking their largest run to begin a game since 
outsourcing Wyoming 11-0 in the three minutes of their win over the Cowboys on December 14, 
2024 at the Delta Center.

Sherwin Williams
Led by Robert Wright III and AJ Dybantsa, BYU’s first 38 points from the field were from inside the 
key. By the end of the game, the Cougars had 62 points from inside the paint.

Scoring In Bunches
BYU’s 58 first half points are the most points scored by the Cougars in a half since putting up 55 in 
the opening half in a win over Mississippi Valley State on Nov. 23, 2024. 

Doink
Holy Cross has now missed all 24 of its 3-point field goal attempts in the first half after going 0-of-
13 on Saturday evening. They went 0-of-11 in the opening 20 minutes in their season opening loss 
to Providence. 

Not Like Us
BYU extended its non-conference home win streak to 21 games with the win on Saturday evening. 
Kevin Young also improved to 16-2 at the friendly confines of the Marriott Center. 

High Five
The Cougars had five players score in double digits in tonight’s matchup. Saunders led with 20 
points, with Dybantsa right on his tail with 17. Rob Wright III recorded a season-high 15 points and 
Kennard Davis Jr. and Dawson Baker scored 12, respectively.

Inspired by the Louvre
Keba Keita and Saunders combined for seven steals in tonight’s game to add to BYU’s 11 total. 
Saunders’ four and Keita’s three each match their career highs.

No Streaking Allowed
Richie Saunders saw his free throw streak of 30 come to an end earlier in the first half. His 
30-straight were tied for the eighth-most in program history.

Seeing Double
Dating back to last season, Saunders has scored in double figures in 14 consecutive games. 
Tonight, the senior recorded 20 points to lead his team.

Debut Dom
After redshirting last season at Washington, Dominique Diomande made his collegiate debut on 
Saturday evening. In tonight’s matchup, Diomande recorded nine points, two assists, one rebound 
and one assist.

Freshman Phenom
In his second game as a Cougar, Dybantsa nearly recorded a double-double with his 17 points and 
eight rebounds. Dybantsa went 7-of-10 from the field and 3-of-3 from the free throw line. Addition-
ally, the Brockton, Mass. product tallied three assists and one steal.



Opening statement
“Anytime we compete against somebody else at this point of the season, it feels good because it’s 
hard to learn about our group when we’re just playing against each other. I think the big takeaway 
is trying to learn and see areas that we can improve on. I thought our defense was really good and 
offensively, we had moments.”

On offensive rebounds being a problem
“They missed 19 3-pointers. A lot of those rebounds are coming off of crazy misses, so there is 
going to be a lot of opportunity. I’m not smart enough to do the offensive rebounding percentage 
based on how many misses there were, but it’s definitely an error we need to clean up and be better 
with as we start playing more athletic and bigger teams, especially if you look at UConn.”

On Richie starting off hot
“That’s who Richie is. When we were walking out of the locker room, he looked like himself. He’s 
been trying to find his footing with these new teammates. He’s a great player and he’s going to be 
great for us this year.”

On over 60 points coming from the paint
“At the Villanova game, we got to the paint a lot, but we didn’t finish at the rate we did tonight. 
Something we did a lot of work on this week was finishing. This notion of paint finishing and paint 
decisions is going to be the thing that moves the pendulum the most. If we can figure out how to be 
great rim finishers and great paint decision markers, we are going to be a good offensive team.”

On the state of the defense
“It can be suffocating. I think we’re going to be able to get a lot more stops and run off of our 
defense to get some exciting plays in transition, like we saw tonight.”

On showcasing AJ’s talent to help the recruiting pool
“It’s no secret that we are trying to get high-end talent to help guys get to the NBA. Egor was a 
poster child of that. AJ, Richie and other guys too can play in the NBA. It’s easy to tell a story to 
talented high school players because it’s a proof of concept. You guys heard me go on the ‘it’s not 
hypothetical’ rant last year, and at this point it’s not. It gives a lot of credibility to what we are trying 
to do here.”

On play after recovering from injury
“It’s been good. I’ve had four or five practices fully with the guys. I’m still building up chemistry and 
getting my foot feeling like itself again, but I’ve been happy. I feel like my shots felt pretty good. I 
just need to speed it up and get some more reps out there.”

On not having to shoot as many threes
“For me, personally, I’m not just a straight shooter, so I think it just fits right to the mold of me. It’s 
fun to be out there with guys like Rob, AJ and Richie who all can get to the paint really easily. It’s a 
little bit different from last year as you guys can tell by the three-point attempts, but I’m sure games 
will demand more three and that will happen naturally.”

On playing positionless basketball suiting his game
“Yeah, for sure. I think it was like that last year a little bit. I think we just have a lot of guys that 
are a lot more versatile and the fact that they can get to the rim, finish there and also shoot. I know 
coach Young likes the positionless basketball that can put guys out there that can all shoot, dribble, 
pass, and I think that’s the best way to play. It’s fun for all of us that can do that.”

On concerted effort to finish well at the rim
“It definitely was. We kind of worked on it all week in practice, so I think it was definitely a focus.”

On getting teammates the ball in the right spots
“That’s a big thing to focus on, watch a bunch of film and learn as a group. I was out for like a 
month, so I missed a lot of time building chemistry with the guys. I’m just working through it in 
these non-conference games, so in conference play, everything will be clicking.”


