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"FROM STATELESS TO CITIZEN" 

Once we had our own places,

We enjoyed an abundance.

But they came to our villages,

And destroyed everything we had.

They forced us to leave our places –

We became stateless.



"FROM STATELESS TO CITIZEN" 

As refugees in another country

We faced harshness – we were 
powerless;

No job, no hope, no liberty.

We relied on the generosity of others:

Rice, beans, salt, fish paste, oil and chili,

Only as others gave did we receive.



"FROM STATELESS TO CITIZEN" 

Then we arrived in Brisbane –

not easy, at first.

But years have passed and we are 
learning …

Moving from homeless to home owner,

From no car to car owner,

From stateless to citizen,

Thank you, Lord, we are Australian.





“And when the Israelites 
saw the great power the 
Lord displayed against the 
Egyptians, the people 
feared the Lord and put 
their trust in him and in 
Moses his servant.” 

Exodus 14:31 



“Then Moses and the 
Israelites sang this song to 
the Lord…” 

Exodus 15:1



“Then Miriam the prophetess, 
Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine 
in her hand, and all the women 
followed her, with tambourines 
and dancing. Miriam sang to 
them: ‘Sing to the Lord, for he is 
highly exalted. The horse and its 
rider he has hurled into the sea.” 

Exodus 15:20-21



“In my Father’s house are 
many rooms; if it were not 
so, I would have told you. I 
am going there to prepare 
a place for you, I will come 
back and take you to be 
with me that you also may 
be where I am.” 

John 14:2-3



“When the people saw that Moses 
was so long in coming from the 
mountain, they gathered around 
Aaron and said, “Come, make us 
gods who will go before us. As for 
this fellow Moses who brought us 
up out of Egypt, we don’t know 
what has happened to him.” 

Exodus 32:1



“… ‘We went into the land to which 
you sent us, and it does flow with 
milk and honey! Here is its fruit. 
But the people who live there are 
powerful, and the cities are 
fortified and very large. We even 
saw descendants of Anak there.’” 

Numbers 13:27-28



“We can’t attack those people; 
they are stronger than we are.” 

Numbers 13:31



“We seemed like grasshoppers in 
our own eyes, and we looked the 
same to them.” 

Numbers 13:33



“We should go up and take 
possession of the land, for we can 
certainly do it.” 

Numbers 13:30



“Your children will be shepherd 
here for forty years, suffering for 
your unfaithfulness, until the last of 
your bodies lies in the desert.” 

Numbers 14:33
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