Google Maps Heat Map Analysis Process

Leveraging geographic search data to understand customer behavior and optimize local business
strategies.

Based on Google Maps Heat Map Analysis by Casey's SEO

Step 1: Understand Search Intensity Zones

Identify high-intensity (80+ searches/1,000 residents daily), medium-intensity (40-79), and lower-intensity
(20-39) search zones to pinpoint areas of maximum, balanced, and niche opportunity.

* Analyze search intensity variations, which can be as high as 340% between neighborhoods.

* Recognize that a one-size-fits-all Google Business Profile strategy is ineffective.
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Step 2: Analyze Temporal Search Patterns

Examine weekday vs. weekend patterns and seasonal variations to understand when customers are most
active and plan your strategy accordingly.

« Note that retail shopping sees a 145% higher search volume on weekends.

« Be aware of seasonal fluctuations, such as a 280% increase in tourist-driven searches during peak season.
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Step 3: Evaluate Demographic Influences

Investigate age-based and income-based search variations to understand the purchasing power and
preferences of different demographic groups within specific areas.

« Affluent areas show intense but selective search behavior focused on premium services.

« Family-oriented areas have search patterns with a strong retail focus.
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Step 4: Assess Mobile vs. Desktop Behavior

Understand the dominance of mobile devices in local searches and how this impacts search patterns,
especially for location-based queries.

* A remarkable 89% of searches occur on mobile devices.

« Location-based mobile searches often indicate immediate intent.
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Step 5: Decode Search Intent

Differentiate between immediate-need searches that convert fast and research-oriented searches that indicate
planning ahead.

« Downtown cores are prime for immediate-need searches due to a blend of office workers and tourists.

« Research-intensive searches have longer average session durations.
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Step 6: Analyze Competitive Landscape
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Examine business category competition and market saturation indicators to reveal market gaps and
understand the density of businesses in specific areas.

« Identify top search categories like restaurants, parking, and entertainment.

« Analyze market saturation to guide competitive strategy.
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Step 7: Develop Actionable Optimization Strategies

Create zone-specific Google Business Profile optimizations and a geographic keyword strategy tailored to
local search patterns and demographics.

« Optimize for local search patterns and demographics for competitive advantage.

» Leverage geographic keywords to target location-specific searches.
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Step 8: Consider Technology and Device Impact

Factor in the influence of emerging technologies like voice search and smart device integration on future
search patterns.

« Voice search is changing query patterns.

* Smart device integration connects homes through geographic data.
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Resources & Further Reading

Related guides for this process:

m Google Maps Heat Map Analysis Checklist

https://storage.googleapis.com/casey-s-seo-checklists-20260710-0cha72/casey-s-seo/Checklist/google-maps-heat-map-analysis-checklist.
pdf

m Google Maps Heat Map Analysis Action Sheet

https://storage.googleapis.com/casey-s-seo-checklists-20260710-0cba72/casey-s-seo/Action%20Sheet/google-maps-heat-map-analysis-a

ction-sheet.pdf

m Colorado Springs SEO Blog

https://caseysseo.com/seo-blog

m Colorado Springs Zip Code SEO Guide: Targeted Neighborhood Strategies — Casey's SEO

https://caseysseo.com/colorado-springs-zip-code-seo-guide

m The Psychology Behind Google Maps User Behavior in Colorado Springs — Casey's SEO

https://caseysseo.com/the-psychology-behind-google-maps-user-behavior-in-colorado-springs

m This Will Make You the Dominant Force in Colorado Springs Google Maps — Casey's SEO

https://caseysseo.com/this-will-make-you-the-dominant-force-in-colorado-springs-google-maps

m Why Colorado Springs Service Pages Outperform Blog Posts

https://caseysseo.com/colorado-springs-service-pages

m Colorado Springs Competitor Benchmarking: How to Analyze Your Local SEO Competition — Casey's SEO

https://caseysseo.com/colorado-springs-competitor-benchmarking

m Colorado Springs Neighborhood SEO Guide: Targeting Local Customers By Area (2025) — Casey's SEO

https://caseysseo.com/colorado-springs-neighborhood-seo-guide

m Google Business Profile Optimization Checklist for Colorado Springs Businesses (2025 Guide) — Casey's
SEO

https://caseysseo.com/google-business-profile-optimization-checklist-for-colorado-springs-businesses-2025-guide
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Master geographic search optimization by understanding and leveraging Google Maps heat map analysis.
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