
The 
Enforcement 
of Morals





The 
Enforcement
of Morals 
Patrick Devlin

Liberty Fund

Indianapolis



Amagi books are published by Liberty Fund, Inc. 
a Foundation established to encourage study of the 
ideal of a society of free and responsible individuals.

The cuneiform inscription that serves as our logo and 
as the design motif for our endpapers is the earliest-known 
written appearance of the word “freedom” (amagi), or “liberty.” 
It is taken from a clay document written about 2300 b.c. 
in the Sumerian city-state of Lagash.

This 2009 Liberty Fund edition is reproduced from the edition 
published by Oxford University Press, Inc., 1970.

Copyright © 1965, 1970, 1996 by Patrick Devlin. 

Originally published by, and reprint arranged in cooperation with, 
Oxford University Press, Inc.

All rights reserved

Printed in the United States of America

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Devlin, Patrick, Baron, 1905-1992.
The enforcement of morals / Patrick Devlin.
      p. cm.
This 2009 Liberty Fund edition is reproduced from the edition 
published by Oxford University Press, Inc., 1970.
Includes bibliographical references.
isbn 978-0-86597-805-8 (pb : alk. paper)
1.  Law and ethics.  I. Title.
kf450.p8d48 2009
340'.112--dc22      2009044573

liberty fund, inc.
8335 Allison Pointe Trail, Suite 300
Indianapolis, Indiana 46250-1684

14 15 16 17 18 19 20  p  09 08 07 06 05 04 03  
























