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Like most scholarly works, this volume highlights the eff orts of an author or 
editor— for good and bad— while leaving in the background those individuals 
and organizations whose assistance and emotional or fi nancial support made 

the work possible. With such assistance in mind, I must begin by thanking Vanessa N. 
Persico, recently graduated from the University of California’s Hastings School of Law 
and currently attorney- advisor to the Honorable Th omas M. Burke in the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor Offi  ce of Administrative Law Judges, for her invaluable help in the 
preparation of this collection. Over the course of four summers beginning in 2006, 
while I read through thousands of pages of documents and letters and chose among 
them, Ms. Persico, at the time a Colgate University undergraduate, tracked down, if 
needed typed, and formatted those documents that we decided on using. In addition, 
she researched the circumstances under which each was written and began the pro cess 
of putting together documentary introductions. In short, this volume, along with 
another already completed and published (and yet another still in pro cess), would have 
never been completed without Ms. Persico’s wonderfully able assistance. Although she 
deserves the lion’s share of the credit for aiding me with the demanding editorial tasks 
of putting this volume together, other Colgate University students also served for a 
semester as research assistants, among them Adam Zimmermann, Emily Bradley, 
Katie Esteves, David Gelman, Grace Seery, and Leigh Herzog. Over the past two 
academic years, Sebastian Kooyman, Claire Littlefi eld, and, most recently, Anna Phipps 
have helped greatly in completing all manner of last- minute tasks. To all of them 
and, again, most especially to Ms. Persico, I owe a great deal.

My work with these students was made possible by funding from the Colgate 
University Research Council, which allowed me to hire Ms. Persico for three sum-
mers, and Mr. Gelman and Ms. Herzog each for one summer (and Ms. Littlefi eld as 
well, though she worked with me mostly on a diff erent project and was funded by the 
Division of the Social Sciences). In addition, Research Council funding permitted me 
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to hire the research assistants named above during the academic year. In each of the 
summers from 2009 to 2011, either in addition to or in lieu of Colgate funding, I was 
awarded grants from the Earhart Foundation with which to hire a summer research 
assistant. I wish, accordingly, to extend my thanks to the Colgate University Research 
Council; its two past chairs, Professors Nina Moore and Judith Oliver; the current 
chair, Lynn Staley; the board of directors of the Earhart Foundation; and its program 
director, Dr. Montgomery Brown, for their much- needed support.

A number of my colleagues, too, deserve recognition for the assistance they have 
provided. Among them, three have helped shape my research over the years— indeed, 
in each instance for twenty or more years.  Here, I would like to thank Professors 
Daniel L. Dreisbach of American University, Philip Hamburger of Columbia Univer-
sity Law School, and Rogers M. Smith of the University of Pennsylvania. Although not 
directly involved in this project, each of them has read my past work, provided needed 
and valuable guidance, and off ered me his friendship. Professor Smith has been doing 
this and so much more for far longer than either of us would wish (or soon will be 
able) to remember. I would also like to thank two Colgate colleagues, Professors Jay 
Swain and Robert Kraynak, who, as fellow members of a summer reading group in 
which part of the manuscript for this volume was read, off ered me important and 
unexpected feedback, that is, that eighteenth- century American materials are more 
diffi  cult to read than one might have expected, which guided me in my revisions. 
Draft s of the general introduction, in par tic u lar,  were read by Professor Swain, 
Dr. Emilio Pacheco of the Liberty Fund, and Professor George W. Carey of Georgetown 
University, and the fi nal version is, I believe, much improved from their having done so. 
Finally, it is hard to know what to write in order to express my gratitude for the dozens 
of e-mail exchanges, usually ones of respectful disagreement, between me and Profes-
sor Craig Yirush of the University of California at Los Angeles, who critically read the 
entire manuscript, at least once, before using it twice in one of his classes. No doubt 
there are far fewer errors, overblown statements, and unneeded modifi ers in this work 
as a result of his meticulous reading of the manuscript. Still there is much about which 
we can continue to disagree. I hope that our challenging conversations will last into the 
future far longer than the current ones have during the recent past.

I wish also to thank our departmental administrative assistant, Cindy Terrier, for 
her help with what ever I asked of her, most particularly the formatting of tricky 
matters. Similarly, I owe much to William Frucht, executive editor at Yale University 
Press, and his assistant, Jaya Chatterjee. Mr. Frucht was enthusiastically and genuinely 
supportive of the project from the get- go and exceptionally patient during any number 
of unforeseen delays. Ms. Chatterjee was consistently unselfi sh with her time and 
counsel, both of which I greatly relied upon. Ash Lago, too, of Yale University Press, 
helped out with formatting demands that had left  me stumped. More deserving of my 
thanks is the copy editor assigned to this project by Yale’s manuscript editor, Susan 
Laity. As most readers will recognize, many of my claims of gratitude, although 
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genuine, are much to be expected. My debt to Kip Keller, the copy editor for this book, 
is far more than this. In ways utterly unexpected and in a manner far more than 
anyone could reasonably demand, he deleted innumerable redundancies, turned my 
too frequently turgid prose into something at times even approaching the artful, and, 
most importantly, caught mistaken statements, dates, and documentary errors that 
had eluded my own countless eff orts. In truth, anything infelicitous in the text is 
due to my stubborn refusal to accept all of Mr. Keller’s ever- helpful suggestions. 
Th ank you, Kip.

Yale solicited a number of reports that proved instructive. One report signed by 
Professor George McKenna of the City College of the City University of New York, 
along with an anonymous one, provided insightful understandings of my project that 
helped me in making my revisions; another anonymous report, of some sixteen pages, 
led to a great reduction in the number of errors in this volume. All three readers  were 
most generous with their time, and for this and their evaluations of the manuscript, 
I owe them my heartfelt thanks.

Finally, I wish to thank my wife, Dr. Carolyn Nagase Shain, to whom this volume is 
dedicated. Everything I put in print is greatly improved by her editing and her critical 
scrutiny. In the fall semester of 2010, Carolyn consented to my accepting from Colgate 
a semester of unpaid leave, and it was during this time that I wrote initial draft s of the 
introductory materials off ered in this book. For her generosity of spirit and willing-
ness to live rather simply during that semester and for so much  else, I owe her my love 
and far more than can be adequately expressed  here.
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Metropolitan British documents listed below are bolded to assist readers in 
getting a sense of the tit- for- tat nature of the per sis tent, even tragic pattern 
of the deteriorating imperial relationship between the colonies and Great 

Britain. Displaying this graphically helps, in part, to dispel the too- common 
assumption that the congressional delegates consistently directed events toward 
an outcome they uniformly sought and understood, guided by an agreed- upon 
philosophy that would support the emergence of republican polities outside the British 
Empire. Instead, the reactive nature of the colonists’ developing positions is readily 
mapped out in their responses to misguided British policies. Only the most signifi cant 
British documents have been included in this volume; many more could have been 
added.

1754: July 9, the Albany Plan of  Union
1764: October 18, New York Petitions to the King and  House of Commons
 November 3, Petition from the Massachusetts  House of Representatives to the

  House of Commons
 December 18, Virginia Petitions to the King and Parliament
1765: June–December, Resolves of Virginia, Pennsylvania, Mary land, Connecticut, 

 Massachusetts, South Carolina, New Jersey, and New York
 October 8– 18(?), Report of the Committee to Whom Was Referred the 

 Considerations of the Rights of the British Colonies
 October 19– 21, Declarations of the Stamp Act Congress; Petitions to the 

 King and Parliament
 December 1765– March 1766, Statements of the Sons of Liberty
1766: February 13, Examination of Benjamin Franklin in the  House of Commons
 March 18, An Act Repealing the Stamp Act; Declaratory Act
 December 11, Samuel Adams to Christopher Gadsden
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1774: September 7– 22, James Duane, Propositions before the Committee on Rights
 September 8, John Adams, Notes of Debates
 September 17, Suff olk Resolves
 September 17, John Adams, Diary Entry
 September 25, Samuel Adams to Joseph Warren
 September 27 and 30, Nonimportation, Nonconsumption, and 

 Nonexportation Resolutions
 September 28, Joseph Galloway, “Plan of  Union”; Galloway, Statement on 

 His “Plan of  Union”
 September 28, John Adams, Notes of Debates
 September 29, John Adams to William Tudor
 September 30, John Adams, Proposed Resolutions
 October 1 and 3, Silas Deane, Diary Entries
 October 3 and 5, Congressional Resolutions
 October 7– 11, Congressional Resolutions
 October 16, Silas Deane to Th omas Mumford
 October 18– 26, Bill of Rights and List of Grievances
 October 20, Continental Association
 October 21, An Address to the People of Great Britain; Memorial to the 

 Inhabitants of British America
 October 21, Patrick Henry’s Draft  Petition to the King
 October 22, Messages to the Colonies of St. John’s, Nova Scotia, Georgia, 

 East Florida, and West Florida
 October 26, “To the Inhabitants of the Province of Quebec”
 October 26, Petition to the King
 November 30, George III, Speech from the Th rone at the 

 Opening of Parliament (received in the colonies in late 
 January– early February, 1775)

1775: February 1, Th e Earl of Chatham, Bill for Settling the Troubles in America
 February 20, Lord North’s Peace Proposal (received in the colonies 

 shortly before May 20, 1775)
 May 26, Certain Resolutions Respecting the State of America
 May 29, “To the Oppressed Inhabitants of Canada”
 March 30, New En gland Restraining Act (received in the colonies in 

 early June, 1775)
 May 30, Grey Cooper’s Letter Written for Lord North
 June–July(?), Benjamin Franklin’s Vindication
 June 2, 3, and 9, Response to Massachusetts Bay’s Request for 

 Instructions on Forming a New Government
 June 12, First Proclamation for a Day of Humiliation, Fasting, and Prayer
 July ?, John Dickinson to Arthur Lee
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 July 6, Declaration on Taking Arms
 July 8, Olive Branch Petition to the King
 July 8, Th e Twelve United Colonies to the Inhabitants of Great- Britain
 July 8, Congress to the Lord Mayor of London and to the Colonial Agents
 July 13, A Speech to the Six Confederate Nations
 July 21, Benjamin Franklin, Articles of Confederation
 July 28, An Address of the Twelve United Colonies to the People of Ireland
 July 31, Report on Lord North’s Peace Proposal
 August 23, George III, Proclamation for Suppressing Rebellion and 

 Sedition (received in the colonies on October 31, 1775)
 October 18, John Adams, Autobiography
 October 26, George III, Speech to Parliament (received in the 

 colonies on January 8, 1776)
 November 2, Samuel Ward to Henry Ward
 November 3 and 4, and December 4, Congress, Response to 

 New Hampshire’s Request for Instructions on Forming a 
 New Government; Instructions for South Carolina and Virginia 
 Concerning Forming New Governments

 November 25, John Adams to Joseph Hawley
 November 29, Congress to Colonial Agents
 December 6, Congress, Answer to the King’s Proclamation for 

 Suppressing Rebellion and Sedition
 December 8, Edward Rutledge to Ralph Izard
 December 9, Benjamin Franklin to Charles William Frederic Dumas
 December 9, Robert Morris to an Unknown Correspondent
 December 22, American Prohibitory Act (received in the colonies on 

 February 26, 1776)
1776: January (?), John Jay, “Essay on Congress and In de pen dence”
 January 2, “Th e Origin, Nature, and Extent of the Present Controversy”
 January 9– 24(?), John Dickinson, Proposed Resolutions on a 

 Petition to the King
 January 13, Josiah Bartlett to John Langdon
 January 17, John Hancock to Th omas Cushing
 February 13, Address to the Inhabitants of the Colonies
 February 13, Richard Smith, Diary Entry
 February 16, Richard Smith, Diary Entry
 March 5, Josiah Bartlett to John Langdon
 March 16, Second Proclamation for a Day of Humiliation, 

 Fasting, and Prayer
 March 18, Richard Smith, Diary Entry
 March 20, Joseph Hewes to Samuel Johnston




