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Like the Courier, the stagecoach it uses as a logo also served to connect people and communities. | asked Stephanie
from the Camptonville Historical Society to give us some local history of our logo - editor

Stagecoach Days
By Stephanie Korney

“The population of each community awaiting its stagecoach
arrival at the post office created a feeling of excitement and
high life, and | wanted to share in it.” - William Bull Meek

The horse-drawn stagecoach was a popular and

common means of transportation during the Gold Rush
and operated even into the early 20th century. Before the railroads, the stagecoach promised more comfortable trips
for passengers seeking their fortunes in the West than mule trains or ox-drawn wagons, and offered more reliable
communications within and between communities, locally and "back home."

By 1852, the very year a prosperous little foothill town was renamed in honor of blacksmith Robert Campton
(1820-1884), Wells Fargo handled the delivery of mail, merchandise, and passengers by stagecoach to destinations
located beyond railheads.

Wells Fargo operated six-horse Concord stagecoaches built in New Hampshire by the Abbot Downing Company.
They were considered the best passenger vehicle of the time. The first Concord stage, built by Abbot in 1827,
featured leather straps that caused the coach to swing back and forth rather than jolt up-and-down as with spring
suspensions. The Concords were so well built that they didn't break down, they just wore out.

The coaches traveled at a speed of about 12 mph and changed horses every 12 miles. Each of the stopping places
was known as a "stage" or "station," hence the name "stage coach." As many as nine passengers sat on three
benches inside, and while Mark Twain described the Concord stagecoach in 1861 as "a cradle on wheels," stage
travel was not especially pleasant. A passenger in 1866 described his experience as, A through-ticket and fifteen
inches of seat, with a fat man on one side, a poor widow on the other, a baby in your lap, a bandbox over your head,
and three or more persons immediately in front, leaning against your knees, making the picture, as well as your
sleeping place for the trip.

William Bull Meek (1856-1936) was a Wells Fargo agent and stage driver, as well as a Camptonville merchant, but
it was a stage driver he longer to be as a boy. I stood in the streets of Camptonville and watched the four daily stops
drive in, and a feeling came over me. How | wished | were big enough to drive a horse stagecoach. To see a good six-
horse team hitched to an old Concord coach, the horses on the high and the old coach rocking and swinging, filled me
with joy! The passengers were all full of glee. The population of each community awaiting its arrival at the post office
created a feeling of excitement and high life, and | wanted to share in it. Meek began driving the stage in 1878, and
he continued in this profession until he drove the last "high-seat, six-horse stage into Downieville on June 30 and out
onlJuly 1in 1914. (Continued on Page 8)






































