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Meet Our New Fire Chief: Brandi Dudek
By Traci Martin

When Brandi Dudek was a little girl, she dreamed of
being a fire fighter and EMT, or maybe someday, even a
fire chief. Her dreams became reality this February
when members of the Camptonville Volunteer Fire
Department voted her in as their new Fire Chief - and
Camptonville’s first female Chief - with the full support
of CCSD.

Brandi's firefighting career began shortly after
moving from Southern California to Camptonville in
2008, when she volunteered with the local fire
department. She completed her EMT training at Sierra
College, then two years ago was promoted to Assistant
Chief. Knowing that this would be a huge commitment,
she spent several days thinking and talking about it with
her family before finally making the decision to accept.
“It gives me great joy to help people. It takes patience,
sleepless nights, and most importantly, support from
your family!”

What is her goal as Chief? Brandi says she wants to
"serve my community; build on the foundation set by
our previous Chief, Mark Jokerst; build on our training;
continue the relationships with other area fire
departments; work as a team; and encourage us to be
the best we can!” The department is also working on a
cadet program, so all you young boys and girls, start
dreaming about this!

But she can’t do this alone. Right now, the CVFD has
an urgent need for volunteers. “As everyone is aware,
we are anticipating a severe fire season due to possible
drought conditions. This is state-wide, which means our

local resources could be away from the area, leaving us
very thin. If a wildfire hits our area, it will be hours
before we have additional resources headed our way. If
anyone is interested in joining us, now is the time to
start. There's still time to get you trained!”

Brandi invites everyone who might be interested in
joining the fire team to drop in on a Thursday night
training at Station 1 on Mill Street, from 6 to 8 pm, and
see what we are all about.

Community Center and Critical Mass
By Char Jokerst
Critical Mass: Amount necessary to start
and maintain a venture.

Hello Community. | have the pleasure to put in writing
the exciting news of a possible Community Center for
our town. Camptonville Community Services District
(CCSD) was approached at the end of last year by
members of our local Masonic Lodge, informing CCSD
that they unfortunately do not have enough members to
keep the doors of the Mountain Range Lodge #18 open.
These members want to graciously sell the real estate to
CCSD. This is a longtime dream come true.... ALMOST.

People in our small town have talked about having a
Community Center where we can gather, have events,
conduct business and come together as a community.
This has been at the top of every Town Hall Meeting
survey since 1995. (2008 Community Health Action Plan).

Eighteen years
later we hold the
possibility of
owning our very
own Community
Center. People
have shared some
really exciting
dreams about how our Community Center could be
used. However, before any further action can be taken
towards the purchase of the Masonic Lodge, CCSD has
two very pressing questions to answer:

#1 How will we afford the center?

#2 Who is willing to manage the day-to-day operation

and maintenance of the center? (Continued on Page 2)






































