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What the Dickens? No Santa?
By John Deaderick

Few of us realize that Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol
resuscitated fading Christmas traditions. It would be no stretch to say that
many of the Christmas traditions we cherish today—minus the grotesque over-
commercialization—are a direct result of the immense popularity of Dickens’
most famous work.

As early as A.D. 601, Pope Gregory sanctioned the celebration of Christmas at
the time of the Druid winter festival as a means of converting the Anglo-Saxons.
Included were elements of the Roman Saturnalia, the Saxon Yule celebrating the
god Thor, and the introduction of the Druidic holly as a Christian symbol. In 1170
Henry Il commanded that the church sponsor festivals, plays, and masques as a
means of religious instruction. Henry VIII not only supported but participated in
holiday performances.

All this changed with the English Civil War and the advent of that dour bunch, Oliver Cromwell and his no-fun-allowed
Puritans. In 1652 the official proclamation declared, “no observance shall be had of the five and twentieth of December,
commonly called Christmas Day, nor any solemnity used or exercised in churches upon that day in respect thereof.”
Even The Restoration of the monarchy in 1660 failed to restore the Christmas holiday to its former glory.

Attempts at reviving old customs were weak and memories were fading. The Industrial Revolution saw to it that
factories ran on Christmas the same as any other day. Interestingly enough, Washington Irving, an American author
much admired by Dickens, wrote of the old British traditions, and sought their revival. In The Pickwick Papers, Dickens
presents an idealized Christmas based on the earlier, pre-industrial and pre-Puritan celebrations. He laments that the
traditions “are not quite so religiously kept up in these degenerate times.”

A Christmas Carol sparked a mid-Victorian revival of the
holiday’s observance. Dickens envisioned the reborn
Christmas as a family-centered festival of generosity, in
contrast to the dwindling community-based and church-
centered observations. The archetypal characters of
Scrooge, Tiny Tim, and the Christmas ghosts helped shape
our view of the season.

Did you know that it was Dickens who put into common
parlance the phrase Merry Christmas?

No? Well, Merry Christmas!
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Yuba River Ranger District
By Betty Leffew

Fuelwood cutting closes December 31st. Sorry to say, we
are still in fire season so you must still call to see if it is a
burn day. Burn permits are still needed. During business
hours, call the Yuba River Ranger Station at 288-3231. After
hours or on weekends, please call the appropriate county:
Sierra County: 289-3662, Nevada County: 274-7928,

Yuba County: 741-6299.

All campgrounds are now in winter status with no fees
and no amenities, such as water and garbage service. We
still have plenty of winter recreation maps. Be sure to stop
by and pick up one.

Sierra County rivers and streams closed for fishing on
November 15th. Lakes and reservoirs are open year round.

As of 11/20, we have received 4.44 inches of rain for the
month of November. Last year at this time we had 4.32
inches for the season that started July 1st. Happy Holidays!

Are you looking for a campground or a place
to house your holiday guests?
The WILLOW CREEK CAMPGROUND is
OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND
- just a few minutes north of Camptonville.
Drop by to check out the cute cabins,
and say "Hello" to Don and the staff!

Haikus for
Early Winter
By Marcy Risque

It's time to slow down
holidays are upon us
make the run a walk!
Here, Winter again
we remember and reflect
what matters most, now
Sometimes I wonder
going about the routines
of the world unseen

My heart is asking me
in what form will change appear?
I wait, and listen

Change is everywhere

a shift on the horizon

the universe knows!

Red Cross Emergency Shelter
Training
By Judy Morris

Camptonville Prepared! is still active in helping the
commmunity be emergency-ready. Barbara Ramirez organized
a day of Red Cross training on Nov. 15th, attended by 7
community members. Thanks to all of you for sticking it out all
day without any heat (that will be rectified). In January, these 7
participants will return to complete their training, with an
actual physical exercise of setting up an Emergency Shelter.

A big thanks to Barbara for for setting up this re-certification
training. See you all in the new year. Best wishes and safety
preparedness to you and your families.

Remember YOYO72 (You're on your own for first 72 hours).
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Veterans Day, November 11, 2014

Tradition, Honor, and Connection
By Sandy Ross

Traditions are important to the staff, students, and parents
at Camptonville School. Each year as Memorial Day and
Veterans Day approach, our school community begins to plan
their custom of walking to the Camptonville Cemetery to
honor and remember the brave men and women who have
served their country. The 6th-8th grade classroom takes on the
responsibility of leading the observance honoring the veterans
still living and those who have been laid to rest. Each
classroom recites poems, sings songs, reads the names of our
local heroes, and reflects in silence amongst the towering
cedars. Following the ceremony, students plant bulbs in the
fall and place flags in the springtime. It is a chance for them to
observe graves that date back to the Civil War and learn more
about the history of pioneers who settled our community.

For over a decade our parade, which starts at the school
flagpole, has been led by World War Il Veteran and local
historian, Leland Pauley. This year, Leland was quite ill a few
weeks before Veterans Day, and we were devastated by the
news that he might not be able to join us for this yearly ritual.
The response from our students, who have participated in this
tradition for many years, was remarkable. Their deep concern
for Mr. Pauley’s well-being came from the connection that
they have made to Leland as a primary source of
Camptonville’s history and their respect for his experience
defending our country’s freedom. Due to Mr. Pauley’s amazing
constitution and the great care and support that he received
from community members, he was able to be in attendance
once again.

We were reminded this year that as many of our veterans
from the Second World War are well into their 90’s, we have a
responsibility to support and honor those veterans and their
families who have served in more recent conflicts. Offering
thanks and respect for their sacrifices is important every day as
more veterans come home after experiencing hardship and
trauma.

We would like to thank all of our local veterans and invite
them to share their stories with students as a way of making
connections. Also, if you know of a veteran who was recently
laid to rest and would like to have their name read during
future ceremonies, please let us know. We wish you all peace
and good tidings this holiday season from the students and
staff at Camptonville School!
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