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From the Editor
-Shirley DicKard

When | worked as Camptonville’s School
Nurse, | used to watch new students transition

from their inner city schools to our rural K-8

school of 50-60 students. They'd often arrive with a defensive
attitude, tense, and ready to fight. Slowly, over several months,
I'd feel them relax into the safe environment of this tiny
mountain school where no child falls through the cracks. The
three or four classrooms are small — this year we only had three
8th graders to graduate, but they, like all our students, are
supported to “Do and Be their Best," wherever that may take
them.

I’'m proud that the Yuba County Grand Jury recognized the
unusual qualities of our community’s school. Kudos to those
who create the academic excellence and circle of caring for our
students: Superintendent/Principal, Sandy Ross; classroom
teachers and aides; the many support staff; and School Board.

Reduce Your Fire Hazards . . . Please!
By Betty Leffew, Yuba River Ranger District

Property owners are required to remove hazardous fuels from
around residences and out-buildings. Removing all fire hazards
for a minimum of 30 feet around buildings is the most important
step in protecting structures. This not only reduces the threat to
your home but also the threat to your neighbor’s home. Having
adequate clearance around your residence provides firefighters
the opportunity to safely defend your home.

Your cooperation will make your property, your community,
and the National Forest safer from wildfire. If you need
assistance, please contact Jessica Prince, Fire Prevention
Technician, at the North Yuba Ranger Station - 288-3231.

There has not been much rainfall for the month of June, so
our season total is 39.83 inches. Due to the lack of rain for the
last four months, things are very, very dry. Please use extreme
caution. Have a happy and safe 4th of July!

For information on medical cannabis in Yuba County, visit The Yuba
Patients Coalition website: www.yubapatientscoalition.org

Tahoe National Forest Hosting Large
Aircraft Fire Training Drills
By Michael Woodbridge, Public Affairs Officer, U.S.F.S.

From mid-June to mid-July, the Tahoe National Forest will
host air tanker training in preparation for the 2015 fire
season. The planned drills will take place periodically in select
remote areas on the west side of the Tahoe National Forest,
on the American River, and the Yuba River Ranger Districts.

The training is part of a certification program for the U.S.
Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Region, and C-130 pilots.
Large C-130 aircraft, in coordination with a smaller lead plane,
will make low level passes and water drops. The C-130s will
only make water drops, and no fire retardant will be used.

Safety is the highest priority for the U.S. Forest Service. If
you encounter fire and emergency personnel while recreating
on the west side of the Forest during the next few weeks,
please comply with their direction. For more Tahoe National
Forest information, go to www.fs.usda.gov/tahoe. Follow us
on Twitter at twitter.com/Tahoe_NF and “Like” us on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/TahoeNF.

Celebration of Life and Potluck
for Lisa Martinez
July 25th, 4 pm,
at Rebel Ridge Organics
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2nd Annual Country Faire - July 11th
By Barbara Ramirez

CCP invites you to come to the Camptonville Community
Center on Saturday, July 11th, from 2-5 pm, for an afternoon
of community fun! There will be a parade, kids' games, and
face painting, as well as a used book and CD sale to benefit
the Community Center. Fatty's Fine Foods will serve their
yummy tacos, and the Christmas Club will sell drinks and
popcorn. Local vendors will be selling a variety of wares.

The Parade will begin at 2 pm. Please meet at the fire
station at 1:30 to line up. This year we will be making two
rounds so that everyone can see everyone in the parade. This
is a great time to connect with your neighbors and other
community members. Hope to see you all there!

Mark Your Calendar! Details in Next Issue
Saturday, August 15 - Camptonville Flea Market, 12-3 pm,
at the Community Center

Saturday, August 22 - Mermaid Run, Luau Dinner, and

Pig Roast at Burgee Daves

Gardeners' Market Starts August 1st,
and We Need You!
By Jimbo Garrison

The Camptonville Community Gardeners' Market (CCGM)
is looking for a community-minded person (or persons) who
would be interested in getting involved with the CCGM as an
assistant and/or backup to myself in running the market.

As you may know, the market is on Saturday mornings
from 10 - noon and runs from the first week of August
through the last week of September. The first Gardeners'
Market is August 1st.

It's a lot of fun and a great way to serve your community,
plus there are fringe benefits (call and ask for details). If you,
like myself, have a love of produce or are just looking for
some way to get involved, this could be a great opportunity.
We need You! Anyone with interest or questions can call me
at 288-1001. | look forward to hearing from you. Thanks and
Peace be with You.

to do this Summer:

The Bride and the Brigand
- Coming to Camptonville August 1st/
By Carolyn Mumm, Camptonville Historical Society

A dramatic re-enactment of the true story of a bride who
had not met her husband-to-be, and her husband-to-be who
was an outlaw, will take place Saturday, August 1st, at 2 pm
in the Camptonville Community Center.

Last year, the Camptonville Historical Society was
privileged to have Lee Dummel re-enact the fascinating,
complex story of Black Bart. Lee Dummel is a retired law
enforcement officer and old west historian. He does
extensive research about the characters and time he
portrays. In addition to the re-enactment, there will be
historical photos and objects related to this story.

This is an opportunity to be entertained and to learn more
about local history. Admission is $8.00 for adults and $4.00
for those under 18 years. Refreshments will be available.

Terry Riley to give

Benefit Concert

for the Community

Center, August 29th

By Shirley DicKard

Although Nevada County likes to

claim Terry Riley as its own, for the

past 40 years, Terry Riley has lived

(with his wife, Ann) and composed

his world-renown music right here in
Photo: Stuart Brinin Camptonvillle, Yuba County.

At last January’s Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, Terry stepped
into our new Community Center’s second room (the former
Masonic Lodge’s ritual room) and, sensing the unique acoustic
quality of the space, announced he would like to give the first
benefit concert for our new Center. Though he has music
performances booked around the globe in honor of his 80th
birthday this year, Terry is looking forward to playing for his
hometown friends and family.

So folks, we’re in for a world-class treat! Mark your
calendars for Saturday, August 29th, and look for more details
about Terry Riley and how to purchase tickets in the August
Courier and posted flyers. You might enjoy reading more
about Terry and his music in this interview on The Daily Beast:
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2015/06/20/terry-
riley-s-maximal-minimalist-music.html. His website is:

terryriley.net.
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“We don’t have a right to ask whether we’re
going to succeed or not. The only question
we have a right to ask is what’s the right
thing to do? What does this earth require of
us if we want to continue to live on it?”

— Wendell Berry, poet and farmer

Mini Grant Success Paves 1,2, 3 Grow's
“Road to Readiness”
By Yakshi Vadeboncoeur

1, 2, 3 Grow, the Parent Participation Preschool Program
run by Camptonville Community Partnership, is currently in
summer recess while carpets get scrubbed, classroom
materials cleaned and sorted, new activities planned, and
supplies gathered. The 2015/16 preschool year will start on
Tuesday, August 25th. We are considering an hour later start
time, so look for more information in the August Courier.

We may be out of session right now, but we’re definitely
not on vacation. The very evening of our class of 2015
graduation, Cathy LeBlanc, Executive Director of CCP,
returned from Marysville to announce to the assembled
families that First 5 Yuba had funded our Mini Grant proposal.
For the first time ever, our program will have rugged, high-
quality, ride-on vehicles (trikes, scooters, and wagons) for
outdoor active play.

The materials funded by the grant will include safety
helmets, traffic signs, and a shed in which to store all our
equipment. With a few props and our imaginations, “The
Road to Readiness” curriculum will transform the shed into
post office, hospital, fire station, or market as we have fun,
learn to ride, be responsible, and stay safe while exploring the
many places and helpers that make up a community. Recent
1, 2, 3 Grow graduates, you aren’t left out! We’re sharing our
treasures with the kindergarten class. We'll need some
community or “parent participation” before installing the
shed in early August, so stay tuned for updates on
implementation of the grant, or contact Yakshi at 288-0619.

Psst! don't tell the kids yet . . .

... but Camptonville School starts Wednesday, August 19th.
New student registration is on-going during the summer.
Please call the school for information at 288-3277.

As a parent, grandparent,
caregiver or professional ELZE
: e
provider we need your E‘I%
input to strengthen our
work for Yuba County's
youngest children!
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Please kindly complete a short
i& 2 dF'RST5 survey available online at
YUBA COUNTY  yy firstSyuba.org

First 5 is a Tobacco Tax Program
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Meet your Local Community Elder
Lois Butz, Celestial Valley
By Linda Rose

Lois Butz was born 90 years ago on February 2,
1925. To help celebrate her birthday, Lois’ niece
arranged for an outdoor party at a Penn Valley
private residence. Lois estimates more than 100
people were in attendance to honor her. While no

one “roasted” her, the special day caused her to

Cowboy Poetry - Lois Butz
By Linda Rose

Lois Butz, featured in this issue’s “Meet Your
Local...” column, is passionate about Cowboy
Poetry. She travels to Vinton every March, Penn
Valley every June, and Loomis every November
to see and hear her favorite poets perform. Some
of her favorites include Jim King from Chico,

Mary Maurice from Nevada who teaches writing

think, “I’'m almost forced into believing in reincarnation
because I’'m not going to get it all done this time.”

Lois attributes her longevity to her maternal family. Most
lived well into their 90’s, including her mother who passed at
the age of 98. Lois’ sister, Thelma, who lives in Grass Valley,
is 92. They also had a younger brother, Fred, who died one
year ago at the age of 88.

Lois’ passion is working in her gardens. What she reflects
on the most these days is that she has always had plenty of
water from Squirrel Ravine to irrigate her gardens. Recently,
her water rights were terminated, and she was told to “cease
and desist” using the ravine water. She now uses her well
water to keep apple trees and asparagus alive. She is
concerned about how dry the pasture is getting, reflecting on
the fire that occurred very near her last year. And she has no
way of knowing if her well will be adequate to get her
through this season.

Until last year, she was still able to do all the mowing,
weed eating, and other tasks on her property. Now she pays
others to do the work. Lois still drives her quad, which is a
“lifesaver,” giving her mobility to get around her property for
hauling and other tasks.

These days Lois enjoys watching Judge Judy on television
and working on crossword puzzles. Cowboy Poetry is another
of her passions (see article, next column). Lois volunteers at
the Hospice Gift and Thrift Store, which she has been doing
for over 20 years, and is an active member of the
Camptonville Historical Society. Many things that Lois is still
doing at 90 cannot be done by others at age 50. She is truly
an inspiration to us all and is living proof that we can do
whatever we put our minds to and our bodies will follow.

"God please tell Mama that real
cowboys don't take baths,
they just dust off"

-Annonymous

Photo: Linda Rose

and reciting poetry, and Tony Argento who lives
in Penn Valley and recited Cowboy Poetry on June 27th at the
Fire House in Penn Valley. Baxter Black, another favorite of
Lois’, is the most famous Cowboy Poet today.

Lois believes that these days there is not enough education
about poetry in schools. When poems are taught, they are
remembered. She can still recite the “Moo Cow Moo” poem
she learned as a child. It is about a kid describing a cow, and it
has stuck in her mind all these years.

| asked if she had any favorite cowboy poems to share in
The Courier, but she says they all tell stories and are too long
to print. She did offer a couple of her favorite quotes.

One is about the dash between the date of birth and date of
death:

No matter how much you have, (a car, house, or cash),

what matters is how you lived and loved, and how you
spent your dash.

Think about it! Another favorite:
The older | get, the better | was.

Lois has many audio tapes and CDs of Cowboy Poetry
recitals and has offered to play them for anyone interested in
listening to and learning more about Cowboy Poetry. You
may contact her at 288-3564 and she will be delighted to

share her passion with you.

Next Dinners: July 4th and 18th
Make Your Reservations Now!
















