
IMAGINE

Traditionally, we speak about peace this time of year. We recognize the
   human yearning for peace. We long for the birth of the light that brings
  peace. Yet recent events, from school shootings in a quiet Oregon town
 not unlike our own, to terrorist attacks in Paris, to the heart-breaking
images of refugee children on flimsy rafts in the open sea, make us wonder
if peace is possible. These make us wonder if violence is woven into our
human DNA and if we are capable as a species of transforming our fear

and our anger and murderous rage into anything that might resemble peace. It makes
us question if we are truly capable of creating a world of compassion, community, and
deep communion.

And yet, if we can’t think peace, if we can’t IMAGINE peace, we are surrendering
that which makes us most human: the ability to imagine what is possible and to
participate in going about the work of creating what we imagine.

At the winter solstice, the planet has tilted as far away from the sun as possible.
Now is the time of turning back toward the light. At this time, in the Jewish tradition,
we re-dedicate ourselves to the light. At this time, in the Christian tradition, we
embrace the suffering and labor that births the human incarnation of light into the
world.

The soft and vulnerable plead within us. The children who are dying, and the
children who have died, cry from the heavens for us to change our minds, to rectify
our failure of imaginations and create the world we are capable of making. Now is our
time to turn again. Now is our time of re-dedication.
Now is our time to be birthers of Light and
embodiments of Love. Now is our time to think
peace, to imagine peace, to Be Peace.

By DIANE PENDOLA
Director, Skyline Harvest Eco-Contemplative Retreat Center
Camptonville, CA





December Happenings!









Camptonville Folks - Putting Their Passion into Action!











DECEMBER 2015

5 Rock Collecting Party & Potluck
6 Christmas Craft Fair - Camptonvill
12 Santa Comes to Camptonville!
13 Community Christmas Program - NSJ


