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From The Editor
- Shirley DicKard

| once asked my Grandma Dot-Dot, who had grown
up in a small farming community in the early 1900's,
“What happened when someone had a crisis before we

had welfare and social service organizations to help?”

“Well,” she crossed her arms over her ample bosom. “If
someone needed help—like them or not—we all pitched in. It’s
just what we did.”

| thought of her words with the recent crisis where a family lost
everything to a fire. Camptonville is sometimes described as
“economically disadvantaged,” yet in little over a week, people
came together and raised thousands of dollars to help them get
back on their feet. I'd say we are exceedingly rich in “caring.”

In the 1990’s, John McKnight (Director of Community Studies at
Northwestern University, lllinois) visited our town. In his book
“The Careless Society,” he described how increasingly "caring” is
relegated to professionals and institutions. He wrote: “We all
know that community must be the center of our lives because it is
only in community that we can be citizens, only in community we
can find care. Only in community we can hear people singing. And
if you listen carefully, you can hear the words: | care for you,
because you are mine, and | am yours.”

After Doc Willy’s Bar burned down in 1999, The Union wrote an
Opinion piece that ended: “But Camptonville has never been
bound by silly rules that complicated big-city life. It's been a place
where people see what needs to be done, and do it.” (1/12/99)

Coffee@Center
By Shirley DicKard
Coffee@Center is a great place to

meet up! Every Friday through June,

from 8:30 am-noon, the Community

Center is open for you to drop in, have a cup of coffee or tea,
nosh on homemade goodies, check out the Historical Museum,
talk about what’s on your mind, hold a meeting, whatever! It's
an open space for anything that comes up, and each week is
different. Call 288-9355 for information.

Kindergarten Round-up — June 2nd
By Sandy Ross, Superintendent/Principal

If you have or know of a child who is ready for
kindergarten in the 2016-2017 school year, please bring them
to visit the classroom and pick up an enrollment packet on
Thursday, June 2nd, from 9:45 to 10:30 am.

To be eligible for kindergarten, students must turn five
years of age by September 2, 2016. Transitional kindergarten
(TK) students must be turning five between September 2nd
and December 2nd to enroll. The TK program is part of a
blended classroom that serves K, 1, 2 students. Each
student’s academic and social needs are considered and met
through a carefully planned curriculum with experienced,
caring instructors. We look forward to your child joining our
community of learners. Please call Camptonville School at
288-3277 for more information.

Help Wanted
School Bus Driver
Part-time position.
Please call Camptonville
Elementary School for
details at 288-3277

1,2,3 Grow Graduation — June 2nd
Celebrate our Preschool Graduates on Thursday, June 2nd,

6:30 pm in the school amphitheater. Potluck to follow!

Sign Language Class starts June 2nd
By Helene Riley

Starting June 2nd, | will be offering a free Sign Language
Class on Thursdays from 5:30-7 pm at the Community
Center. Everyone is welcome to come and see what they can
say. The reason | want to teach sign language is to pass on a
skill I have had since infancy. Both of my parents were deaf.
For information, call me at 288-0726 (note corrected number).

I hope to see you there! This is a Community Center event.
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Fire Destroys Home in Camptonville
By Brandi Dudek, Chief, CVFD

Downtown Camptonville experienced a raging fire on May 6th
that took seven hours to fully extinguish and three hours to mop
up the next day. Sara Hedrick and her son, Owen, who work and
go to school in Nevada County, lost their home, car, and all their
belongings in the blaze. The fire was so hot that Camptonville’s
Fire Department continued to patrol the property for two days
afterwards to make sure that buried embers did not rekindle.
Fortunately, the home was empty at the time, and no one was
hurt. Thanks to the efforts of the Camptonville, North San Juan,
and Pike Volunteer Fire Departments, the fire did not spread to
any of the neighboring properties. Credit should also be given to
Char Jokerst and Bill and Barbara Ramirez, who provided food

and coffee to the firefighters as they battled the blaze.

On May 20th, the Camptonville Volunteer Fire Department
Auxiliary hosted an impressive fundraiser to raise funds to help
Sara and Owen start the difficult process of putting their lives
back together. Over 150 people attended a spaghetti dinner and
raffle to help them move forward with their lives. The community
came together under the leadership of the Auxiliary and the
Community Center, and the dinner was provided by donations
and volunteer labor.

Disasters can happen to anyone, and we ask for your support
in responding to this one. Camptonville is a community that helps
its own, but it’s a tiny town with a small population. If you would
like to make a tax-deductible donation, please make your check
payable to CVFDA with “Hedrick Fire Fund” on the memo line.
Checks can be mailed to P.O. Box 37, Camptonville, CA 95922.

You can also donate online at gofundme.com.

Photos: By Rod Bondurant

Thank you, Camptonville!
By Sara Hedrick

Thank you, everyone, for all the support you have given Owen
and me since we lost our home in the fire. All the firefighters
and neighbors who showed up that night were awesome, and
more people than I can name have been there for us since then.
We were so touched by the response to last night’s incredible
fundraiser, and we know how fortunate we are to have grown up
in such an amazing community. Owen and I will never be able to
thank you enough, and we will always be grateful for your

support. Thank you again for being there for us! - Sara

Thank You, Janie!

I'd like to thank my “alter-editor,” Janie Kesselman for her
eagle-eyed editorship and great competence in producing
the April issue while | was away. | look forward to more
issues from Janie in the future! — Shirley DicKard, Editor
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Observations on the May 6th House Fire
By Mark Jokerst

| was present at the May 6th structure fire and came away with three
thoughts I'd like to share. But first, despite the high-fives and back-
slapping below, please know the tragedy of this fire: while no one was
hurt, one of our families lost everything they owned, not to mention their
warm cozy home. We hope for a good recovery and watch amazed as the
town gathers itself together to help. That said, here’s what | saw:

¢ As the former Fire Chief, | watched the CVFD Fire Department arrive
in full force, get it together and knock the fire down as quickly as anyone
could ever hope to expect. What a bunch of pros, and thanks so much for
what you folks do!

¢ As the current water guy, we made sure there was plenty of water
ready when the fire broke out, and the Fire Department was able to flow
over 20,000 gallons of your water to knock down and extinguish the fire.
Your tax dollars at work folks! That much water would have crippled the
treatment plant just one year ago, but on this day, we didn’t even blink:
there was plenty more, if needed. | can’t tell you how much this means!
Actually, I can. Read on . ..

* As a neighbor from across and down the street a bit, | crawled out of
bed to see what the dogs were barking about, and watched in horror as
trees burst into flame across the street. That long night, two things kept
going through my head. One, I've always said to myself, “There will be
time to gather the important stuff before we flee." Wrong; there was no
time; don’t plan on it. Second, | kept saying, “Thank the heavens this is not
September or October." | was torn: Do | stay home and defend, or go out
and help?

It will happen someday. As a Fire Chief, this was my worst
nightmare: it’s the end of summer. Fall winds are blowing. It’s cold, but
has not rained for months. Wood stoves are lit for the first time. A house
fire breaks out, quickly jumps into the vegetation and pretty soon the
town is on fire. It can happen to any of us. What are we gonna do then?
Are we ready? Think about it. Get your stuff in order and be ready.
Support your Fire Department with your body, your wallet, or your heart.
Keep your brush and trees trimmed and cleared. Keep your chimney
clean. Be ready to pitch in. Be ready to flee. Harsh words? Yes, so let’s
hope they're never needed. We were warned. And remember this — just

because you are awake, doesn’t mean your neighbors are.

September 2015 « Bullards Bar Reservoir « April 2016
Photos: Shirley DicKard

The clouds stretch out over the
sky like a bird spreading its
wings. Blue flashes of lightning.
Curling grass and darkening trees.
Grey smoke rolls out of tired
chimneys. Rain falls heavily
on the ground washing away
drought drop by drop. The rain
shoots its arrows of piercing water
at drought while lightning
comes to close combat with
dead grass. Dust and devastation
flee with the threats of the
heavy hail.
Mist rises up against the smoke
as orange and red leaves bury the devastated areas
where drought once ruled.
Fresh water rushes through the once dry and
cracked streams
and the streets echo with the war cries
of drought being defeated.
Rolling thunder shakes windows
and announces victory.
Drought gives in and retreats
in this epic battle field of drought and fall.
-Dakota Pratschner - 7th Grade
Enjoy more student poetry on page 8
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Local Fourth Graders Visit Tahoe National Camptonville's Young Poets
Forest
By Cory Richardson, Recreation Technician, USFS

I get shady just like earth’s clouds,

I get sick just like Middle Ages plague,

I think as fast as some kids run the mile,
I jump as high as the empire state of mind,
I'm as shiny as a polished crystal,

I fly as fast as the blue Angels,

I am unique just like art,

I get right to the point like a decimal,
I'm as strong as Julius Caesar,

I'm as weak as a bone,

But hard just like the San Francisco bridge,
I move a lot like I'm converged,

I'm as rocky as Marin headlands,

I'm gross like the gut book,

But sweet like crushed mém's,

I'm as clumsy as Alice In Wonderland,
But as careful as an acid test,

I'm as scary as a mask,

And groovy like rock n roll,

I'm as dark as obsidian color,

But filled with light just like the sun.
Life's a coordinate plane and everyone is
plotting their points,

But some points shouldn't be plotted to

The Tahoe National Forest has been filled with excitement this spring.
As snow melted, wildflowers bloomed, and families planned summer

camping trips, there was something new afoot in the woods: 41

elementary students from Camptonville,
Downieville, and Grizzly Hill Schools came to
discover what their National Forest has to offer.
As part of the national Every Kid in a Park
Program designed to connect young people to
their public lands, local third through sixth grade
students rotated through four discovery
sessions hosted by Forest Service employees. In

these sessions, they participated in interactive
activities to discover how the geology, topography, flora and fauna of the
Forest were interconnected and related to state-standard curricula in

science, history, and even mathematics.

No matter your age, the Tahoe
National Forest provides countless
opportunities to connect to your
public lands. This summer, resolve
to be like the intrepid fourth-grade
students from Nevada, Yuba, and
Sierra Counties. Whether by car,

Students connect physical science to bicycle, or kayak, come discover

everyone.
physical landscapes as they learn about the value of your National Forest! Y Phoenix B 7th Grad
trees and discover how to use the -Phoenix Bennett, 7th Grade
earth’s magnetic properties for . .
navigation. Photos by USFS I'm the only one who can't make sense
You the only one who can't do who, what, when, where and why.
are my The only one that is always in the tea pot,
diamond that the only one who is always picking their toe jam.
memorized me The only one that is on the spinny-roundy-spin jam.
to fall in love with you. The only one who hits their head on their toast,
At last T did. the one that does not make sense.

-Taylor DeMaranville — 6th Grade -Julian Hull, 4th Grade
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June 1 Principal’s Excellent Attendance BBQ (Invitation Only), 11:50 am
June 2 Kindergarten Round-up, 9:45-10:30am
June6 Needs Assessment Surveys Due -7[:‘ 'ijﬂ////’
June7  Awards Assembly, 8:45 am (kFLT::"w/
Eighth Grade Graduation, Gym, 6 pm ' )
Graduation Dance, 5th—8th grades, Gym, 7-9 pm *kkkkkkkkkkkECRWWSS 22B001
June 8  Staff Development Minimum Day, 12:45 pm dismissal Postal Customer
Kindergarten Schedule, 8:25 am-12:45 pm PO Box or HC Route 1
Site Council Meeting, 1 pm Camptonville, CA 95922
June 9 Lake Francis Picnic and Last Day of School
June 22 School Board Meeting, 6 pm
Public Hearing for Proposed 2016-2017 Local Control Funding Formula
(LCFF) Budget and Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP)
June 27 School Board Meeting, 11 am
LCFF & LCAP Adoption
I
Vote Tuesday, June 7th”
Remember 0 L " 0 hool, 7 am-8 P
. e camptonville SCHr py June 7th
polling Plac ' be postmarked \
Mailed ballots mus
JUNE 2016 Community Calendar
On-Line Calendar: www.camptonville/calendar/phb
June 2 Kindergarden Round-Up (pg 2) June 7 8th 6Grade Graduation
June 2 Sign Language Class starts (pg 2) June 7 Vote - Election Day
June 2 1,2,3 6row Graduation (pg 2) June 25 Cherry Festival, NSJ (pg 4)

June 3 Coffee@Center (10,17,24-pg 2) July 9 C'ville Country Faire (pg 4)

On-Going MONTHLY Events

CCP Board - Meets 2nd Tuesday, 5 pm, Resource Center
CCSD Board - Meets 4th Monday, 7 pm, Camptonville School
WSMC Health Van - 1st Friday, 10 am—3 pm,

School Board - Meets 3rd Wednesday, 6 pm, at CV School

On-Going Weekly Events

Contact: 288-9355
Contact: 288-3421 or 288-3676
Community Center. Contact: 289-3298

Contact: 288-3277

Tuesdays: Organic Lunch, 12 pm, NSJ Center

Yoga, 5:30 pm, Camptonville School Gym

Camptonville Fire Dept Trainings, 6—9 pm, Fire Hall
Thursdays: Community Lunch, 12 pm, NSJ Center

Food Bank, Dobbins (except 3rd Thurs), 12:30-1:30 pm

Food Bank, NSJ, 3rd Thurs, 8 am, NSJ Center

AA Meeting, 5:30-6:30 pm, C'ville Resource Center
Fridays: Bingo, 1st & 3rd Friday, 7 pm, NSJ Center

USDA Food Bank, 3rd Fri, 9—10:30 am, Dobbins Church
Sundays: Open Mic, 1st & 3rd Sundays at Burgee Daves, 4—7 pm




