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Fire Readiness!

The Five-Minute Plan
By Mark Jokerst

A deputy pulls into your driveway, jumps out and
says, “Sorry folks, fire’s coming fast, you’ve got five

1”7

minutes!!!” then disappears in a cloud of dust.

This is a good time to put your Five-Minute Plan
into effect. So much could or should be done, but your five-minute window is closing
fast. There is only enough time to act, not think. So plan ahead: what are your
priorities?

¢ An overnight bag is packed, easy to find and grab. You don’t yet know where
you are going, even what direction you’ll be pointed to, so plan on maybe even
camping out. Your overnight bag is ready for cold nights, sleeping comfort,
water, food, and maybe a set of clean clothes. Plan and pack now, keep the bag
where it’s easy to find. We keep our backpacks packed and ready for a few
nights on the lam.

* Grab some protective clothing to wear. No time to change now, so grab long
pants, socks and boots, and a jacket. Throw them in the car and change when

there is time. In the hours to come, you'll want to be wearing some rugged and
potentially warm clothing. Don’t be fooled by day time heat; it gets COLD at
night in the summertime.

¢ At this point, you should have your car packed with the above, motor running.

¢ Button up the house. Think flying embers. Close the windows, close the drapes,
activate your sprinklers if you got ‘em, and turn on the outdoor lights.
Firefighters will arrive to protect your home if possible - they may need light and

water - but make a plan to keep your house as safe as possible in the face of a
burning ember storm.

* Grab some essentials. You can easily spin out of control here, and it’s the last
priority. If your box of treasures isn’t ready to fly out the door with you, it’s
probably too late. Make a plan, collect these precious treasures, and get them
ready to fly out the door. No regrets. Don’t forget the cat.

With a five minute warning, there is only enough time to grab and go, so plan
accordingly. You can make a 20-minute plan if you like, but be sure to have a five
-minute plan and make sure you can do it five minutes. If your plan is good and ready
to go, think how well prepared you’ll be if the deputy says “You’ve got one minute.”

One last thing: right before you drive off, breathe deeply and please drive slowly,
carefully, and defensively. Too many tragedies are born of a mad rush to safety. Day
will become night. Frustration will rule your attitude. Drive out of there ready

for anything, and be assured: we’re gonna need you.

Camptonville Folks Share Their
Fire Readiness Tips

¢ We make sure our address sign is clearly
marked. (Our Fire Chief can get you an
address sign if you need one). Clear away
any new vegetation that covers the sign.

¢ Make sure large fire engines can easily get up
your road.

e Every year, we clear brush from our road so
we can escape safely.

¢ Have a list made up of things to take. Don't
forget vital medications and pet food. Post it
in a prominent location — we have ours on
the fridge. Sort the list by how much time
you have to evacuate. Then think about
things you can't live without.

¢ What to take? We consider what would be a
hassle to replace: proof of ownership and
legal papers, medications, passports, address
lists, etc.

e We scan important papers onto a USB thumb
drive, and put that in our evacuation box
(and/or safe deposit box). We also put home
inventory photos on it.

¢ Top of our list to take are photos, cell phones
and chargers, electronic devices.

e We try to keep the weeds cut for at least
100’ around our house and outbuildings and
make sure the eaves are free of leaves and
other debris.

¢ We maintain our road, the area alongside it,
and two turnaround areas so that fire
engines will have a better chance of getting
in and out without exposing themselves to
flames.

"Fire Readiness" continued on Pages 5 and 8











































