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The Gifts We Share

By Shirley DicKard, Editor

December in our ever-changing world: businessman Donald Trump is the
President-elect; legendary singer/songwriter Leonard Cohen has passed on; the
Winter Solstice envelops us in darkness; the Christmas star brings us hope and light.

I've been grappling with how to handle this post-election edition. The
Camptonville Courier is a small community newspaper, and for the most part, we do
not cover national and international concerns. We try to reflect the best of who we
are and what we care about. We don’t give space for ranting about what is wrong,
but seek contributions that offer tangible suggestions, which we call being
“solutionary.”

As a small community, you might say we are engaged in a quiet conspiracy to
overlook our deficiencies and focus on our gifts. Sociologist John McKnight came up
with this concept after traveling across America in the 1990’s studying, not what was
wrong with American cities, but what made them successful. Though McKnight
visited Camptonville after he wrote his landmark book, Building Communities from
the Inside Out, we were included as examples in several later books about
communities that have built on the assets of their people: The Organization of Hope
and We Did It Ourselves (both are available to read at CCP’s Resource Center). If
you're curious about this “Asset-Based Community Development” approach, a good
overview can be read at www.abcdinstitute.org/docs/abcd/GreenBooklIntro.pdf.

As | pass by our new Community Center, I've been watching Robert Mumm’s
artistic vision for a flowing rock wall materialize, assisted by the hands of so many
people — from the work party that hauled the stones from the Middle Yuba River
area, to the ditch diggers, to the crews that helped Robert mortar the rocks in place.
So, what are you passionate about? What gifts can you share?

2017 is soon upon us. My deepest hope for our community, our nation, our
world is that, whatever our personal and political persuasions, we can maintain the
values that make us a civilized society and democracy: one based on respect for all
humans, all forms of life, and this one planet we all share.

Donate Locally!
By Shirley DicKard, Editor

Solstice
This is the light that shines in the dark.
This is the Solstice turning.
This is the birth of God in our midst.
This is the freedom of our calling.
- Diane Pendola

Earthlines, Winter 2013
skylineharvest.org

"There is a crack in everything,
That's how the light gets in."

— Leonard Cohen
9/21/34-11/7/16

Wondering how you can make a difference in your world? One way is to start locally by supporting the non-profit

organizations that do so much for our community all year. We’ve made it easy for you. Inserted in this edition (and on-

line at www.camptonville.com) is the 2017 Donate Locally! page. These 13 volunteer organizations rely almost 100%

on our community’s support — tax-deductible donations of money of course, but just as important, donations of your time

and attendance at their events. Let's each do what we can!
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By Ava Spackman

Answer is on Page 10

Dear Camptonvillians
By Maggie Orion, 7-8th Grade Teacher

I've been teaching the middle school kids at Camptonville for
four-and-a-half years. | completed my last day on November 18th,
and | wanted to take a moment to thank the community for their
support over the past years.

I am so thankful to all of you who took time out of your lives to
volunteer in electives and enrichment. You brought a diversity of
mentorship to the students and introduced so many new skills and
activities. This program has been so beneficial and we couldn’t do
it without you.

Thank you to the families of my students who have trusted me
with so many hours of their children's lives. Thank you for listening
to my feedback, helping me see what | was missing, and for the
countless hours of support at home, in the classroom, and on field
trips. Even when there were disagreements on strategy, | always
believed we shared the same goal: providing your children with
the best opportunities for success.

This school is so fortunate to have such a fantastic staff working
so hard to support our young people. Every member of the
Camptonville team has been an inspiration to me, and | applaud
you for your continued effort to engage the minds, hearts, and
wiggly bodies of these young people.

Finally, to my students past and present, | give my most
heartfelt appreciation. You have been the lights in my life these
past years and | will never, ever forget what | learned from you.

Sincerely yours,

Maggie Orion

"To be free is not merely to cast off one's chains,
but to live in a way that respects and enhances
the freedom of others."

-Madiba (Nelson Mandela)

Notice Them Being Nice
By Yakshi Vadeboncoeur, CCP

The holidays are upon us! If (like
my family) you have not only the culturally prescribed feast
days, but also intervening birthdays, anniversaries, and
major life event commemorations, the period between
Thanksgiving and the New Year can begin to look more like a
series of hazardous hurdles to be overcome than like an
invitation to celebration. If you add in winter readiness prep
and post-election stress syndrome, hibernation can begin to
look like a very attractive alternative.

But what about the kids? The wonder of snow flurries and
the magic of yards filled with twinkling Christmas displays?
What about the long dark and the returning of the light?
Again, what about the kids? Chronic stress is toxic to our
well-being. Early childhood chronic stress is corrosive to the
developing mind. Take a breath before you try to answer this
question. Notice your body; notice your environment. Now,
notice them, the children; truly attend to them.

In November at 1, 2, 3 Grow, we trace the letter Nn on
our circle rug. We notice and we wonder about the world
around us. We notice our friends being nice, and say thank
you. Before Thanksgiving we traced the letter Tt, we talk and
say what we are thankful for. | urge all of us, as we go into
December and on through the holiday season, to notice the
world and marvel at its gifts. Notice yourself, your partner,
your neighbors, and your kids being nice.

Acknowledge your gratitude. Don’t berate yourself or
them for the little slips and failures. Ignore what can be
ignored. If something really can’t be ignored, then take that
extra breath and talk to those involved — listen deeply to
yourself and to others. If still no mutual solution or direction
emerges, then at least choose a path for yourself, one that
refuses to give energy to destructive behavior. Notice your
kids being nice. Feed their light. Share your own.

Check Out Camptonville School's New Website!
www.cville.k12.ca.us
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Happy 92nd Birthday to Leland Pauly!

DECEMBER 2016 Community Calendar

On-Line Calendar: www.camptonville/calendar/phb

Dec. 4 Christmas Craft Fair (pg 2) On-Going WEEKLY Events
Dec. 8 School's Winter Program, 6 pm Mondays: Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, 5:30-7:30 pm, Community Center
Dec. 9 Santa Comes to Town (pg 2 and 4) Tuesdays: Community Lunch, 12—1 pm, NSJ Center

USDA Food Bank, 3rd Tues, 9-10:30 am, Willow Glen, OH

Yoga, 5:30 pm, Camptonville School Gym

Camptonwville Fire Dept Trainings, 6-9 pm, Fire Hall
Wednesdays: Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, 5:30-7:30 pm, Community Center
Thursdays: Foothill Food Pantry, Lake Francis Grange, Dobbins

Dec. 12 School Board Meeting, 6 pm
Dec. 19 - Jan. 2 School Closed for Winter

On-Going MONTHLY Events December 1, 8, 15, 29, 12:30-1:30 pm
CCP Board - Meets 2nd Wednesday, 5 pm, Resource Center Food Bank, NSJ, 3rd Thurs, 8 am, North San Juan Center
Contact: 288-9355 AA Meeting, 5:30-6:30 pm, C'ville Resource Center
CCSD Board - Meets 4th Monday, 7 pm, Camptonville School  Fridays:  Community Lunch, 12 pm, NSJ Center
Contact: 288-3421 or 288-3676 Saturdays: Coffee @ The Center, 9-11:30 am, C'V Community Centelf
School Board - Meets 3rd Wednesday, 6 pm, at CV School Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, 10-12, Community Center

Contact: 288-3277 Sundays: Open Mic, 1st & 3rd Sundays at Burgee Daves, 4-7 pm




