
Solstice 
This is the light that shines in the dark.

This is the Solstice turning.

This is the birth of God in our midst.

This is the freedom of our calling.

Donate Locally!
By Shirley DicKard, Editor

Wondering how you can make a difference in your world? One way is to start locally by supporting the non-profit

organizations that do so much for our community all year. We’ve made it easy for you. Inserted in this edition (and on-

line at www.camptonville.com) is the 2017 Donate Locally! page. These 13 volunteer organizations rely almost 100%

on our community’s support – tax-deductible donations of money of course, but just as important, donations of your time

and attendance at their events. Let's each do what we can!

December in our ever-changing world: businessman Donald Trump is the

President-elect; legendary singer/songwriter Leonard Cohen has passed on; the

Winter Solstice envelops us in darkness; the Christmas star brings us hope and light.

I’ve been grappling with how to handle this post-election edition. The

Camptonville Courier is a small community newspaper, and for the most part, we do

not cover national and international concerns. We try to reflect the best of who we

are and what we care about. We don’t give space for ranting about what is wrong,

but seek contributions that offer tangible suggestions, which we call being

“solutionary.”

As a small community, you might say we are engaged in a quiet conspiracy to

overlook our deficiencies and focus on our gifts. Sociologist John McKnight came up

with this concept after traveling across America in the 1990’s studying, not what was

wrong with American cities, but what made them successful. Though McKnight

visited Camptonville after he wrote his landmark book, Building Communities from

the Inside Out, we were included as examples in several later books about

communities that have built on the assets of their people: The Organization of Hope

andWe Did It Ourselves (both are available to read at CCP’s Resource Center). If

you’re curious about this “Asset-Based Community Development” approach, a good

overview can be read at www.abcdinstitute.org/docs/abcd/GreenBookIntro.pdf.

As I pass by our new Community Center, I’ve been watching Robert Mumm’s

artistic vision for a flowing rock wall materialize, assisted by the hands of so many

people – from the work party that hauled the stones from the Middle Yuba River

area, to the ditch diggers, to the crews that helped Robert mortar the rocks in place.

So, what are you passionate about? What gifts can you share?

2017 is soon upon us. My deepest hope for our community, our nation, our

world is that, whatever our personal and political persuasions, we can maintain the

values that make us a civilized society and democracy: one based on respect for all

humans, all forms of life, and this one planet we all share.

The Gifts We Share
By Shirley DicKard, Editor















"To be free is not merely to cast off one's chains,
but to live in a way that respects and enhances
the freedom of others."









Dec. 4 Christmas Craft Fair (pg 2)

Dec. 8 School's Winter Program, 6 pm

Dec. 9 Santa Comes to Town (pg 2 and 4)

Dec. 12 School Board Meeting, 6 pm

Dec. 19 – Jan. 2 School Closed for Winter


