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Beauty in the New Year - Frosty Mornings! 
By Katie O'Hara-Kelly, North Yuba Naturalist 

It's been cold at night lately- in the 20s! In the mornings, there's frost on the 

leaves, grasses, and twigs that are on the ground. It can be surprisingly beautiful, 

especially if you look closely! 

Water vapor, when frozen, forms crystals that begin as hexagonal prisms. 

These prisms can be flat, small plates or tall, thin columns. These hexagonal 

prisms change in shape as temperatures fluctuate, and/or particles of dirt/dust 

combine with the water vapor. 

Rime Ice 

The following information is from this website: 

its.ca/tech.edu/~atomic/snowcrystals/frost/frost.htm 

"Frost is water vapor that becomes solid. Frost usually forms on objects like cars, windows, 

and plants that are outside in air that is saturated, or filled, with moisture. 

Frost forms when an outside surface cools past the dew point, where the air gets so cold, the 

water vapor in the atmosphere turns into liquid. This liquid freezes. If it gets cold enough, little 

bits of ice, or frost, form into crystals. Frost usually forms at night, when the air temperature is 

cooler. Once the sun rises and warms the air, frost melts quickly. 

Here are the most common types of frost: 

Window Frost forms when a pane of glass is exposed to below-freezing temperatures on the 

outside and moist air on the inside. Water vapor from the air condenses as frost on the inside 

surface of the window. Window frost often makes elaborate patterns. 

Radiation/Hoarfrost: When frost grains grow large, they are 

called hoarfrost crystals. Hoarfrost grows whenever it's cold 

outside and there's an ample source of water vapor nearby. 

Surface Hoar: The most common form of hoarfrost is 

called surface hoar. Sparkles you see on a field of snow are 

- reflections off the facets of surface hoar crystals. Surface 

hoar forms when a snowbank warms up during the day and 

is cooled again overnight. The night air cools the surface of 

the snowbank more than the inside, so water evaporates 

from inside and recrystalizes on the surface. By morning, 

Advection Frost the snowbank is covered with a layer of faceted ice crystals. 

Advection Frost forms when a cold wind blows over the branches of trees, poles, and 

other surfaces, forming a collection of small ice spikes. 

Rime is frost that forms quickly, usually in very cold, wet climates. Rime also forms in 

Window Frost 

windy weather. Rime sometimes looks like solid ice. Snow crystals accumulate rime when Hoarfrost 

they collide with water droplets in the clouds. When the clouds are near the ground you have fog, and sometimes the fog is made 

from supercooled water droplets - water at a temperature below the freezing point. These droplets freeze on contact with anything 

they hit, sometimes yielding bizarre, wind-driven formations." 

To read more of Katie's local nature notes, go to: northyubanaturalist.blogspot.com 



"January 1st, 2017 – This Morning
This morning the redbirds' eggshave hatched and already the chicksare chirping for food. They don'tknowwhere it's coming from, theyjust keep shouting, "More! More!"As to anything else, they haven'thad a single thought. Their eyeshaven't yet opened, they know nothingabout the sky that's waiting. Orthe thousands, the millions of trees.They don't even Know they have wings.
And just like that, like a simpleneighborhood event, a miracle istaking place.
Happy New Year, everyone."

� from Mary Oliver (1935 – 2019) �
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Camptonville School c.. "--c. 
New Year's Update 
By Patrick Brose, Superintendent/Principal 

Welcome to 2021! Boy, that felt good. I 

mean seriously, it has been a very long 2020 and I think a 

breath of relief is needed by all. 

I was thinking about the change of year recently, and I 

remember at the end of 2019 thinking, "I am so happy that 

2019 is over! So much stress ... 2020 is going to be so much 

better." Yeah . But you know what? The reality is that no 

matter what happens, we are eternally optimistic with the 

change of the year. Take advantage of that and make 2021 

your year to do something new. Try out a new food, go to a 

new place (I promise, we will be able to travel again!) or 

check out a new activity. Do something different and make 

the most of it. 

I am looking forward to the time we can have the kids 

back at school, and I am certain it will happen. When we 

reopened in October, the sigh of relief from our kids, staff, 

and families could be heard as far as Nevada County! We w ill 

open again, and while I don't have the date for that, I know it 

will happen, and I know we will be back together. We will 

come out of 2020 stronger than before, and the optimism of 

humanity will continue to shine on us all! 

Happy New Year, Camptonville! 
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From the Editor 
- Janie Kesselman 

What a wild ride this past year has been ! 

My most urgent wish is that the world will be 

COVID-19 free by the end of 2021. Please heed 

former New Jersey Governor Chris Christie's advice (coming 

from his own painful, personal experience) on the next page, 

and let's do our best to avoid getting and spreading this 

deadly disease. The vaccine is here and, as we eradicated 

polio worldwide in the mid-20th century, now we actually 

have the means to control COVID worldwide. Who knows -

if enough of us are diligent, by New Year's 2022 we may be 

back to celebrating in-person, hugs and all! 
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The monkey mind is a term sometimes used by the Buddha to

describe the agitated, easily distracted, and incessantly moving

behavior of ordinary human consciousness. As an ordinary

human afflicted with monkey mind, I offer these thoughts for

the month of January – Jesse Golden.
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Monkey Mind January 2021 
- Pay Attention! 
By Jesse Golden 

Did you see or hear this announcement last month? 

Chris Christie, the Republican former New 

Jersey Governor and presidential candidate, 

released a Public Service Announcement on December 16th, 

at which point more than 300,000 Americans had died of 

COVID-19. Here's what he said : 

"This message isn't for everyone. 
It's for all those people who refuse to wear a mask. 

You know, lying in isolation in the ICU for seven days, 
I thought about how wrong I was to remove 

my mask at the White House. 
Today, I think about how wrong it is to let 

mask-wearing divide us, 
especially as we now know you're twice as likely 

to get COVID-19 if you don't wear a mask. 
Because if you don't do the right thing, 

we could all end up on the wrong side of history. 
Please wear a mask." 

-Chris Christie 

The Monkey is on Facebook at monkeymindthecolumn 

and can be reached via FB Messenger or email at: 
monkeymindthecolumn@gmail.com. 
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Reduce lhe isk, 

A Scoop of School 
By Alix Lamb 

ear a mask 

As you know by now, Camptonville School has returned to 

Distance Learning. Why has this happened? Rest assured, we 

did not have a live case of COVID-19 on campus. When COVID 

numbers in Yuba County began to rise dramatically in early 

November, our county Health Officer, Dr. Luu encouraged, 

but did not require, schools to close down. We chose to stay 

open as most of those cases were in Marysville. 

Not long after that, we had several close calls: cases in 

North San Juan, one of our fire crews was potentially 

exposed, and Nevada Union High School reported staff who 

tested positive. Several parents chose to move to 

independent study to quarantine. With so much worry, 

returning to Distance Learning felt like the safest choice. 

When will we come back? No idea. It depends on county 

and state ordinances, parent comfort, staff needs, and the 

health and efforts of our little community. We're depending 

on everyone who reads this to do their part and help keep 

our little bubble safe. 

There have been many changes this year, changes in 

protocol, leadership, and staffing, not to mention pandemic 

response. Not all of these changes have been easy or 

smooth, or even permanent. Whatever changes beset our 

campus, our goal has remained unchanged; we want to 

provide safe educational opportunities for all students. We 

hope that you will bear with us as the situation continues to 

evolve. 

Happy New Year! 
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Defensible Space Program ~,Jwn c~ i 

By Cara Olson, CCP f \ 
i:51 .. 

Camptonville Community Partnership (CCP) 

has had another successful year working with ~4', 1,11,., , .,, 

PG&E Vegetation Management Program and Yuba 

Watershed Protection and Fire Safe Council (YWP&FSC) to 

make our communities safer during fire season. This is a 

grant-funded program that works to create defensible space 

against wildfires and serves seniors, low income and/or 

disabled homeowners, and is prioritized to support those 

with the greatest need. 

Last year we were able to serve 14 households in 

Camptonville, Brownsville, Browns Valley, Oregon House, 

Dobbins, and Challenge. Huge thank yous to our contractors 

Michael's Tree Service, J&M Reforestation, and All Phase 

Land Clearing as well as to our inspector Gary Fildes. We 

hope to receive the grant again this year and to help even 

more of our Yuba County community members. 

Express Your 
Wildfire Concerns! 
By Cathy LeBlanc, CCP 

Because of COVID-19, many things have 

been postponed or eliminated altogether. 

But you still have the opportunity to have your voice heard 

through the Yuba Watershed Protection & Fire Safe Council 

(YWP&FSC) Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) 

process. Think about your immediate area, the road you live 

on, and other possible obstacles you may face in a wildfire. If 

there is a potential issue, let us know so your concerns can be 

included in the CWPP. 

We have tried to hold meetings and initiate responses 

from our local community, but with COVID, wildfires, and 

PSPSs (Public Safety Power Shutoffs), things got a bit wonky 

and the meetings never happened. So, if you live in the Yuba 

County foothills, we still need your input! 

You can express your wildfire concerns in a couple of 

ways: You may email Jeanene Upton at 

jupton@yubafiresafe.org (put "CWPP input" in the subject 

line) or mail in your response to YWP&FSC at PO Box 966, 

Marysville, CA 95951. You may also contact Jeanene to have 

her include you on the invitation to attend the monthly 

virtual YWP&FSC meetings to learn more. We will post fliers 

as soon as we have all the details. 

Help for Local Youth 
By Cara Olson, CCP 

What is PEI, and what can it do for you? 

Glad you asked! PEI stands for Prevention ~ 
.flt Ill. 

Early Intervention, and it is a program that allows us to help 

the youth of the Yuba County foothills, ages 0-18. 

Most recently, we were able to provide free chaperoned 

Internet access to help with distance learning for those who 

had no access to Internet and needed some guidance getting 

through it. Many in the community are familiar with the PEI 

program Rally Point (currently on hold due to COVID-19) that 

focuses on youth ages 11-15, offering skill building activities, 

community involvement, and positive social interaction. Rally 

Point's goal was to give Camptonville kids a leg up in 

becoming adults and setting long-term goals. 

Right now, PEI wants to pinpoint the current needs of local 

kids and families. We are asking for parents/guardians and 

youth to contact us with ways that we can help. What 

activities would you like to see available locally? What are the 

areas you struggle with? Is it a lack of food, need for school 

supplies, transportation costs or ... ? How can we help? Please 

call us at 288-9355 or email me at cara@theccp.org. 
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Hello 2021, Goodbye 2020 
By Christina Dondono, 1, 2, 3 Grow 

Camptonville Community 
Center 

I think I speak for us all when I say let < ·. · OW By Christina Ledson 

the New Year bring in some new energy and light for 

everyone! I hope that you all had a wonderful holiday season 

and are staying safe and healthy. 

1, 2, 3 Grow welcomes this New Year with lots of winter 

fun! We will be handing out two packets a month to our 

families. Each packet will include a variety of educational 

options. Some of the things you will find are materials for 

nutrition, fine motor skills, literacy/writing skills, number 

recognition, and even the opportunity to follow directions. 

Packet pick-up will be Fridays from 10 am-1 pm. Please 

keep a 6' distance and wear your mask to maintain county 

standards and do your part in keeping us all healthy and safe. 

Are you new to our neck of the woods? 1, 2, 3 Grow is a 

free, parent participation, early childhood enrichment 

program for children ages 0-5, run by Camptonville 

Community Partnership (CCP). Contact us today to enroll in 

our Distance Learning Program, or even just to learn more 

about what we are all about! Reach me via email at: 

christina@theccp.org , or call me at 288-9355. 
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While there is not much to report as far as 

activities happening at the Center (due to current COVID- 19 

restrictions,) we have been busy with painting, organizing, 

and fundraising. Our California Humanities grant has ended. 

That grant kept our bills paid from July through December. 

Moving forward, we are relying very heavily on 

memberships. If you are currently a member, please renew, 

or if you haven't joined yet, please consider joining at: 

camptonvillecommunitycenter.org. 

Jesse Golden organized a fundraiser for us called Local 

Treasure. The funds raised are for completing the front of the 

Center. Thank you to all who have supported Local Treasure. 

We have reached our goal of $2,021 and are still going! 

In these financially and emotionally challenging times, we 

are very humbled by the support from our community. 

Please stay safe and healthy. 
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Camptonville Celebrates 1965- Photo Essay from the Camptonville Historical Society 
By Rod Bondurant 

While sorting through and enjoying the 

almost endless collection of photos from our 

late historian Leland Pauly, we put together 

this winter story. 

In 1965, Camptonville erected its first Yule 

tree. The event was even covered in the 

Sacramento Bee, which stated the "general 

chairman for the event was John Bigley." 

(USFS employee) Unanswered questions: Is 

the orange loader the County's? Is the forklift 

from the sawmill in town? Santa arrived to 

dispense gifts under the tree. Then it snowed 

and created a perfect picture-postcard! 

An Unsolicited Contemplation 
By Alix Lamb 

Building to the right of the Yule tree is the "old" Post Office. 
Center building is the new (current) Post Office, built in 1961. 

The large building on the right is the Mercantile, built in 1908 by Bill Meek. 
Sadly, the store burned down in 1976. 

I have been ruminating lately on the inevitability of change. 

Change is a difficult word for a lot of people, myself included. The idea of unrelenting change gives me anxiety. I hate the lack of 

security- the uncertainty that spaces between change create. In that, I am not alone. Humans, as a species, like a degree of 

predictability. In fact, it is likely that our superior pattern processing is what has given humans an evolutionary edge. In cognitive 

neuroscience it is known as Pattern Recognition. We are built to recognize patterns, and we do it consciously and unconsciously 

(which manifests as 'bad feelings'). Being able to anticipate an exchange or predict an outcome gives us a leg up, so our brains are 

tuned to recognize patterns and familiar data. Thus, we don't like it when the pattern changes. We can no longer anticipate, and so 

we lose that advantage. 

Yet, I think it is important to remember that the nature of the universe is change. Nothing will be the way it was before; it cannot 

be. Living things are in a constant state of flux, maturing and being changed by their interactions with the world. It is against the 

fabric of the universe to stagnate or isolate. As I write this, stars are collapsing, trees are growing, cells are dying, and somewhere a 

small child is learning that cramming your face with ice cream gives you a brain freeze. Change, macro and micro, eternal. 

Change and Constancy. We need both. If nothing ever changed we'd go crazy from the bland, tedious sameness of it all, never 

being stimulated, never growing or learning. If nothing ever remained the same we'd go crazy trying to keep up with constant 

alterations, establishing no traditions or routines, never knowing rest. 

Going into the new year it is important we find a balance between Change and Constancy- that we adapt while enduring, that 

we cede some things, but hold fast to others, and that we have the wisdom to distinguish the appropriateness of accepting change 

or remaining steadfast. It is my hope that we can all seek this balance. Maybe that will make 2021 less of a dumpster fire. 
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Can anyone identify Santa or his visitors? Photos - Leland Pauly 

The Heart of What Matters 
Constable Bill Groves along with unknown helpers set up the large tree. 

By Beverly Cameron 

During my many drives up and down the hill, I often listen to NPR. And as is often the case, I'm in and out of the car and rarely 

hear the entire interview. Sometimes, it's just noise keeping me company. But other times, it settles in somewhere deeper. 

That was the case recently when I tuned into an interview by a woman who was saying that the "heart is a muscle and you can 

expand it." I had to admit I wondered who she was and what kind of "exercise" she was peddling. And then I realized that she was 

talking metaphorically, that by giving of our resources and of ourselves, we can grow a bigger heart (think of the Grinch and a heart 

"2 sizes too small"). 

How often have you heard that a person who did a good turn for another reported that they got more than they gave, or that 

compassion is contagious? We're hearing a lot of that here lately, about people "paying it forward." Have you ever paid for a drive­

through order for the person behind you in line? No expectations, except for the filling of a heart-expanding smile through a random 

act of kindness. 

I lost a dear friend just after Thanksgiving. She was that kind of person. She was one of the most compassionate people I've ever 

met. She taught many of us about what it means to be a true humanitarian. 

f'our Wo m1e,11,. 
tor the Ea rtlhJ, 
tor the Future 

• at'l{IYf 
~ ksl!res 
wples(!lreell 

. . U@gmail' , , 

As I listened to the end of the interview, I realized that what I feel 

when I do things for others is a joy that isn't just in my head, but is 

truly felt in a deeper place. It 

starts as a small, warm flicker, 

and before I know it, it's 

shining out of my eyes, 

sometimes as a little tear. 

Hearing my friend's words 

echoing in my mind and 

recalling all she meant to so 

many of us, I reached out to 

those in need during the 

holidays. And like the "Grinch," 

my heart has "grown." 

And that is at the heart of 

what matters. 
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Camptonville Christmas Club's Cozy Christmas Handout 
Bringing hygge (hyoo-guh)* to Camptonville kids! 

By Jessi Mullins 

JANUARY 2021 

Since we're all spending a lot of time at home during this pandemic, the Camptonville Christmas Club wanted to make children's 

homes just a bit more cozy. Even though we were not able to host our annual fun and warm festive gathering with Santa at the 

Community Center, we still wanted to spread Christmas cheer throughout our community with a drive-through Santa visit. 

Each child received the coziest ever blanket, their own hot cocoa mug with all the fixings, a fun Christmas hat, a stocking full of 

goodies, and some necessities (a couple of Christmas masks and fresh fruit.) Our hope was to bring smiles to their faces, let them 

chat with some familiar faces as they drove through, share their wishes with Santa from a distance, and receive a gift that would 

bring coziness and warmth into their home. 

We did just that! And it was heartwarming for us ladies as well! We handed out 93 gifts to the sweet kiddos of Camptonville and 

our surrounding communities. 

We want to thank all for being respectful about wearing masks and staying in their vehicles. We would also like to send a huge 

"THANK YOU" out to all of you who donated to the Camptonville Christmas Club and to all who participated in our event. You're the 

ones who ensure that this event continues. 

Hope you had a Wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year! 

*Editor's Note: hygge (defined by the Oxford English Dictionary) is a 
quality of coziness and comfortable conviviality that engenders a 

feeling of contentment or well-being (regarded as a defining 
characteristic of Danish culture). 

Santa indeed made it to Camptonville in time for the holidays! 
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Ask the DMV: 
What you need to know about accessing 
DMV services online ... 
By Tyler Bushnell, DMV Info Liaison 

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the DMV is 

prioritizing customer and employee safety by increasing the 

kind of transactions that can be completed without a visit to 

a DMV field office. The following questions address ways to 

access DMV services without setting foot in a field office. 

Ql: My driver's license is expiring soon. Can I renew my 

license online? 

Al: Yes, even if your mailed renewal notice states an office 

visit is required. Start by visiting dmv.ca.gov and clicking on 

"Driver License & ID Cards". 

Q2: What about a REAL ID application? 

A2: Californians applying for a REAL ID for the first time must 

visit a field office to complete their transaction. Before a 

required office visit, the DMV strongly encourages REAL ID 

applicants to fill out the online application, upload the 

required documents, and bring their confirmation code with 

them. To get started, please visit: realid.dmv.ca.gov 

Q3: I am a senior over age 70 with a driver's license about to 

expire. Can I renew my license online like everyone else? 

A3: Californians age 70 and older with a noncommercial 

driver's license are now eligible to renew online or by mail, 

eliminating the need to visit a DMV office. Licenses with an 

expiration date from March 1st, 2020, throughout the COVID 

emergency are eligible. Information for drivers over age 70 

can be found at: dmv.ca.gov/seniors 

Californians with suspended licenses are not eligible. 

Q4: How can I renew my expiring vehicle registration? 

A4: The DMV encourages Californians to utilize on line 

services for all vehicle registration renewals. Customers can 

visit a OMV Now kiosk to complete their vehicle registration 

renewal instantly, including printing tags on the spot. To 

locate a OMV Now kiosk nearest you, please visit: 

cadmvnowkiosk.com/kiosks 

QS: I'd prefer to visit the DMV in person, is that an option? 

AS: The DMV has reopened its field offices to assist with 

selected service needs that must be completed in person. 

Customers who come to a DMV field office during the COVID-

19 pandemic will find increased health and safety protocols, 

including temperature checks and mandatory face coverings. 

Customers should anticipate longer than usual wait times 

while preventive measures are in place. 

For more answers, visit dmv.ca.gov today. 

Wintertime Fire Safe Projects 
By Beverly Cameron, YWP&FSC 

Happy New Year ... we made it to 2021! In any other year, it 

wouldn't seem like such a monumental accomplishment, 

however, given all that transpired in 2020, I personally feel 

the need to celebrate. 

That said, it's time to jump back into the job of being fire 

wise and preparing our homes for the coming season. It's 

never too early to start. 

There are a number of things that can be done ahead of 

fire season that will give you a real advantage when the 

weather begins to warm up and the fuels begin to dry out. 

Some of these items are big projects and others are just small 

tweaks that might make the difference in the survival of your 

home/property when threatened by fire. 

1. Clean roofs and gutters of debris and check drainage 

from gutter downspout. Make sure that water is draining 

away from your home. 

2. If you haven't already, clean your chimney and make 

sure that the spark arrestor is in good condition. Also, check 

dryer vent/stack. Many contractors who clean chimneys do 

dryer vents as well. 

3. On dry days, begin your thinning/trimming of trees, 

particularly those in the 5-30' zone. This would be a good 

time to consider removing a tree that is unhealthy or dead. 

4. Check exterior vents and replace 1/4" screen with 

1/8" screen (you can just add the 1/8" layer over the 1/4".) 

5. Paint, caulk, and seal exterior cracks, repair or 

replace damaged or loose window screens and any broken 

windows. 

6. Screen or box-in areas below patios and decks with 

wire mesh to prevent accumulation of combustible materials 

in those open spaces. 

This would also be an ideal time to schedule a Defensible 

Space assessment from a trained volunteer. To schedule, 

contact Gary Fildes at: gfildes2001@yahoo.com. 

Fire Safe Council is also looking for volunteers who would 

like to be trained to be a Defensible Space Advisor. Talk to 

Gary about that as well. 

It's never too early to be firewise! 

IH) 
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JANUARY 2021 Community Calendar 

The Camptonville Calendar & Courier Archives are online IN COLOR at Camptonville.com. 
~-- To add local events to the calenda,, send an lnvltaUon from you, electmnlc calenda, o, -.,.k-__ _ 
~ email: calendarcville@gmail.com ~ 

Due to ever-changing COVID restrictions, the Camptonville Community Center is closed. 
Most meetings scheduled for there and elsewhere will either be held via Zoom or cancelled. 

Please call designated numbers for up-to-date information. 

* 
. 

. 

ON-GOING EVENTS: 
(Call first to verify meeting times before attending.) 

School Board - Meets 3rd Thursday, 5 pm, at CV School. Call to confirm : 288-3277 * 
. 

. 

CCP Board - Meets 3rd Wednesday, 1 pm, at the Resource Center. Call to confirm: 288-9355 
CCSD Board - Meets 1/28/21 via Zoom, 6:30 pm. Send your request to attend to Richard DicKard : rjdickard@gmail.com 

' 

* 
USDA Food Bank - 2nd Friday, 9 am (see pg. 11) 

NSJ Food Bank - 2nd Tuesday, 10 am-noon (see pg. 11) 
Foothill Food Pantry - Thursdays, Dobbins, 12-1:30 pm (see pg. 11) * ' 


