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Messages of Love

For Mike:
In the game of hearts you are the King.
You even make our wedding ring
with peals of laughter and words so wise,
Breathe Deeply With Me with you I'll always harmonize.

Practice Generosity - Katie O'Hara Kelly
Love Community

Love is more in giving than in receiving.

Photo and words - Sema Kelly When my heart moves
A thousand petals of light

Let Us Agree To
Disagree Amicably
2023
- Caroline Fowler

Shatter the mountain
- Marcy Risque

Motherly Love
By Katie O’Hara-Kelly, North Yuba Naturalist
Lifelong partnerships are rare in wild mammals. Of the roughly 5,000 species of mammals, only three to five percent are known
to form lifelong pair bonds. Most mammals in our area (including Mule Deer, Black Bears, Ringtail Cats, mountain lions, raccoons,

skunks, opossums, and squirrels) mate briefly. The males typically leave soon after mating, and the
females raise the young. I’'ve been lucky to see a few mammals with their young. Here are some photos
to enjoy!

After mating, female and male Columbian Black-tailed Deer
go their separate ways. Only the female raises the young.
Female fawns usually stay with their mothers for two years;

young bucks leave after a year.

Male and female American Minks only come together briefly to mate. The female raises the young.
They remain with the mother through the summer until fall when they leave to establish their own territories.
American Black Bears only come together briefly with females to mate. The female raises

the young. The cubs will stay with their mother through their second winter, until they are
about 17 months old.

Gray Foxes are an exception to the rule. Some websites
state that Gray Foxes mate for life. However, the male and
female raise their kits together. Gray Fox kits will stay with

their parents for approximately 10 months, and then

disperse to find their own mates.
. . i Photos by Katie O'Hara-Kelly
Enjoy Katie's weekly blog at northyubanaturalist.blogspot.com







































