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Postmarked Vermont and California 1862-1864

By Jennifer Nelson, Postmaster, Camptonville Post Office
As a self-proclaimed history junkie, | am constantly searching for long lost treasures that give

new insight into the rich past of the area. After simply searching “Camptonville” | acquired a
book published in 1940 of letters sent to and from Rollin C. Smith, a young man from Vermont
who came to California in 1862. This discovery is so interesting because he lands in Camptonville
first teaching school then becoming the Postmaster! As the current postal employee | was
excited to read every page and to share them with Camptonville readers!

It is my pleasure to present a series of letters from Mr. Rollin C. Smith, detailing life in the
early days of this town. Rollin and his friend Jerome Fenton left for California in November 1861
to seek their fortunes, traveled through the Panama Canal, landed in San Francisco, then rode a
riverboat to Marysville arriving in February 1862. (Please note the letters are edited to include
his life and travel only in this area) Enjoy!

Marysville, CA Dec. 29th, 1861. Dear Father and the Rest,

“I do not know but you will think | have forgotten you, but | have been waiting hoping | might get a situaton ana so i1et you know
what | was up to, but | have not succeeded in finding a place yet. People in this state are very little like those in Vermont for they
have little confidence in each other. Their motto seems to be Treat everyone like a Gentleman but think him to be a scoundrel.
Money is not worth half so much here as at home. Fitch Buck is here with a team of mules for the mine. He is doing a good business,
owns three of the mules and gets $50 a month so his earnings amount to near a hundred dollars. He leaves here tomorrow for the
mountains and I shall go with him as far as Downieville where Ed Gale is. Shall stop with him and try to get the school in
Camptonville for this school will want a teacher in about three weeks. There is a great many drinking saloons - as many as a dozen
on every street and strange to say | have seen but one near-drunk since | came here. A man is taken care of directly if he has taken
too much. Yours very regardfully, Rollin"

Marysville, Cal. Feb. 3rd, 1862. Dear Father, Mother, and Sisters,

"I have been here a week waiting for the roads to be repaired and bridges put up so | can get to Camptonville. We got away from
the Bluffs after a while and by dint of perseverance Jerome and myself got to this place. One day we walked 33 miles and carried our
carpet sacks, and the mud was from three inches to three feet deep at that. But we shall have heat and dust enough as soon as the
dry season commences for then we have seven months when it does not rain at all. There was seventeen days at one time that we
did not see the sun and most of the time it rained very hard. | am confident that the mountains is the place for me. It must be
healthier here than in the valley where everything for miles around has been covered with water for a month. There is one place
between here and Sacramento where we cannot see land. There is so much high water here that the people can neither work their
farms nor their mining claims, consequently there is any amount of help lying idol ready to work for their board or anything. There is
much snow on the ground now and as soon as we get out of the valley in Cam’ville | am told the snow is two feet deep but it does
not seem like the snow in Vermont. Is more like sugar snow - stays on only a day or two and serves to make more mud when it goes
off. Wood is about $12 a cord, butter 75c¢ per pound, flour $14 a bbl.

Last week | came across A.L. Bingham, the Vermont sheep man. His losses were heavy this winter - he told me that $15,000 would
not place him where he was last fall. He lost two thousand sheep and a great many hogs. He says | shall do well out here if | take
care of myself, and | guess | am as capable of doing that as he is, for he was as much as two sheets in the wind when | saw him. Give
my love to all enquiring friends, and write soon to Camptonville, Yuba Co. If any of the boys have got the California fever, send them
on - this is a good place to cure it. Very lovingly yours, Rollin"

Camptonville, Feb. 7, 1862

"As | have not sealed your letter | will put this in. | shall start school here tomorrow with 12 to 20 scholars. | charge them $1 per
week or $12 per quarter but that is not making money very fast for board is so high. | am paying $10 a week here at the hotel but
shall go into a private family tomorrow. I’'m way off here where there is not a soul | ever saw before. It is hard and no mistake. | shall
stay here a month or two and if | suit the people | shall get the public school. Yours as ever, Rollin"

Stay tuned for the March letters next month. | look forward to sharing these Camptonville gold rush days with you throughout
the year — Jennifer


















