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Sierra Buttes/Lakes Basin Art Exhibit
and Book Release Reception — June 9th
By Laurie Oberholtzer, Director, Sierra County Land Trust

The Sierra County Land Trust, Historical Society, and Arts
Council will unveil the results of a year-long joint project of
art and writing inspired by the Sierra Buttes and the Lakes
Basin on Sunday June 9th, 1 pm in an opening reception at
the North Yuba Hall, 318 Commercial Street in Downieville.
Many of the writers, artists, and photographers featured in
the book and the exhibition will be present at the event. The
exhibit will be open to the public through Sunday, June 16th,
noon to 3 pm daily.

The book, The Sierra Buttes and the Lakes Basin —
Protecting the Sierra One Place at a Time, highlights the
importance of the Lakes Basin and other high elevation
watersheds in mitigating climate change as well as
combatting the potential for catastrophic wildfire in our
wildland-interfacing communities.

Lead Artist Katie O’Hara-Kelly was responsible for the
overall layout and artistic decisions. Having been a naturalist
with the National Parks and art educator in Sierra County for
27 years, she continues to produce an illustrated nature blog:
northyubanaturalist.blogspot.com. She says: "I'm in love with
the Lakes Basin and feel so privileged to have it in my
backyard! It's my home away from home!"

Project coordinator Laurie Oberholtzer added: “We hope
the project will assist residents in spreading the story of the
importance of protecting this special place and of doing our
part to reduce climate change impacts statewide and wildfire
impacts locally.”

Letters from Camptonville — May, 1862
By Rollin C. Smith (compiled by Jennifer Nelsen*)

The temperature is rising, pollen is abundant, and spring is
coming to an end. Over the season, Rollin C. Smith was
settling into Camptonville very nicely; however, he cannot
seem to establish himself in one place. Throughout the six
months he’s been here, he has lived in a hotel, with a private
family, in a full-service boarding house, and most recently
with the Postmaster. They are now keeping house together
as bachelors. This situation is quite amusing to him as he
described uniting his fortunes as far as cooking and other
housework. By the time he returns home, he claims he will
“save the unnecessary expense of getting a wife.” Well, we

will just see about that!
*Excerpts from Postmarked Vermont and California, 1862-1864.

Wednesday, May 28, 1862

Dear Father and the others,

If you knew how much a letter is worth and how carefully it is read
you would write much oftener then you do. Just think | am alone, no
friends near me, and with the exception of Buck not a person | ever
saw before.

Thursday, May 29, 1862

I have two propositions to go into business. One is to buy out a Pony
Express between here and Brandy City, a distance of eight miles, and
have half-interest in the Post Office. The other is to go to San Francisco
and go into the meat and vegetable business.

Shall keep this place as long as I can at $100 per month for it is sure
pay and not any risk to run; but it is the worst work I've ever done - not
much like Vermont schools to manage. Think nothing of thrashing half a
dozen a day and laying it on good at that.

I have given up housekeeping and gone to boarding. The Postmaster
got tired of it and so did I, besides he wanted to go into a more thickly
settled part of town where his grocery would amount to more. So we
board at the Hotel. I still room with him and that saves me two dollars a
week. My board costs me a dollar a day. It is the best that | can do and |
am satisfied with it for I do not get as dirty as I did when | was cooking.

Everyone here says there is something fascinating about California,
and so it seems for they all stay about five times as long as they
intended to when they came. The girls all think they are gods as soon as
they get into this state, and the men are fools to uphold them in their
belief, and that gives them quite a different turn then at home. If Hattie
were here she would be wearing long dresses and go to school
dressed in silk, and have at least half a dozen beaux. But long dresses
do not shield my girls from getting their hair pulled if they need it.

I am going to sing tonight. | am assisting the Welsh people in getting
up a concert for July 4th. Some of them are as fine singers as | ever
heard and they are by all odds the most respectable people in
California.

The dry season has fairly set in. The gardens look fine and the apples
are as big as walnuts, but they say they are a month behind hand.

With love to all I bid you an affectionate good night.

Ever lovingly your boy, Rollin

That’s all for this month, folks. Let’s hope their July 4th
concert comes together nicely! Join me next month to find
out if Rollin will finally decide what business endeavor is right
for him. Thank you for all the support and encouragement; |
love sharing this story. Camptonville has been a special place
for a long time, and | am privileged to be a part of this
beautiful town.
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A LOOK BACK — from The Camptonville Courier's back issues

(read back issues at bit.ly/courierpast or search by keyword at bit.ly/courierdigital)
By Jesse Golden

20 years ago, June 2004:
eAudrey Bowman reports on an educational presentation at the Camptonville School by visitors including
three live bats (one Pallid and two Mexican Free Tails).
eCamptonville Unified Elementary School District Superintendent /Principal
Gary Bowman bids a fond farewell to the school community.
eCathy LeBlanc invites community members to participate in the
Health Access Planning Project of Yuba County (HAPPY).

10 years ago, June 2014:
eMark Jokerst, Camptonville Water Plant Manager, explains where Camptonville’s water comes from.
*Roy Ruff reports on Camptonville's Liam Ruff, Mountain Bike Champion, who completed a perfect season in
NorCal MTB league competition, riding for the Nevada Union Miners Mountain Bike Team.
eBetty Lefew provides news from the Yuba River Ranger District.
eGreta Broda reports on a presentation by Forest Service Law Enforcement Officer Joe Cook on issues related to
large marijuana grow sites hiding on public lands.
eThe Classified ads includes this item: "Lovelorn Dashing Dandy Debonair male Muscovy duck situated on beautiful private pond,
seeks lovely lady Muscovy duck to share in domestic bliss...”

5 years ago, June 2019:
eMarcy Risque joins Shirley DicKard and Janie Kesselman on The Courier’s rotating editor team.
eLinda Rose profiles Bob MacDonald, “your local collector of old relics, heirlooms, and historic artifacts.”
eArticles by Lindsey Nitta, Beverly Cameron-Fildes, Denise McVey, and Brandi Dudek
focus on the start of fire season and wildfire prevention, and

YubaNet advertises a t-shirt reading:"Fire Season is here. Don’t do anything stupid!"





















