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From the Editor (cont.) Let me reiterate, | am far from being a scientist or a
By Sandy Ross mycologist, but as my interest in fungi has grown, I've

Happy New Year| As 2026 begins for all of us, it's also my
opportunity to say "Thank you," and "Good bye." It's been an
honor to work with my amazing co-editors. A special shout out
to Shirley DicKard, who | have thought of as a mentor for close
to three decades. She has shown me the meaning of true
commitment to focusing on community.

| would also like to acknowledge all of the behind-the-
scenes folks on the editorial staff {don't forget to look at the
box below); the faithful, occasional, and new contributers; and
all of you readers who keep The Courier going strong. Thanks
for allowing me to ramble!

Phenomenonal
Fungi of 2025
By Sandy Ross

What a way for a
mushroom enthusiast to
say goodbye to 2025! If
you have had the
opportunity to take a walk
on a farest trail or almost anywhere these last few months,
you have probably witnessed the plethora of mushrooms that

Dhrtn b € Daece

WYSLED IMUsSNrooms

the fall and winter rains have encouraged. Growing in clusters
on the ground, forming “shrumps” under the duff, creating
magical fairy rings, bursting out of fallen logs, or adorning the
bark of a majestic oak, we are blessed with these magical gifts
of the forest. Whether you enjoy reading about, hunting,
identifying, photographing, or eating them; most of us can
acknowledge that their sudden appearances at certain times
of the year can be rather mysterious| These “non-plants” even
belong to their own biological kingdom and have been
referenced in ancient mythology, art, and writing for their
extraordinary spiritual and healing properties.

learned that their mycelium is the key to the intricate
connections between tree roots and the exchange of vital
nutrients. They are part of a communication system that is
far more vast than even the internet| Setting aside for a
moment the potential dangers of wild mushroom foraging
for consumption {unless you are an expert); the importance
of mushrooms to our ecology and the health of our forests
cannot be overlooked.

With more winter months ahead, I'd love to recommend
a few of my favorite books that added to my understanding
of the Importance of fungi to our forests:

Mushrooms Demystified by David Arora

All That the Rain Promised and More by David Arora

Finding the Mother Tree by Suzanne Simard

The Hidden Life of Trees by Pater Wohlleben

530-559-0874

iddirtworksioaainatreeservice.com
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No, Bullard did not own a saloon...
Bullards Marina gets the real story
By Rod Bondurant and Rochelle Bell

We enjoyed a tour of the new Emerald Cove
Marina facility and visited with the general
manager Daniel, the store manager Josh and
other friendly staff. Daniel eagerly purchased
copies of Bullards Bar Reservoir What’s Under
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the Water. The story of the almost forgotten
town that gave the manmade lake its name is
now told by Rod Bondurant in the Camptonville
Historical Society's |latest publication. The
booklet chronicles events starting with a
discovery in 1849 of a gold bearing river gravel
bar that was then named after the discoverer:
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William H. Bullard. The area attracted numerous explorers who

settled at the bar and the neighboring area of Garden Valley,both

of which are now under water.

The booklet contains stories based on the extensive research
done by residents ElIma Davis and Bill Irving in the 1980s. It can be
obtained by contacting Rochelle at 530- 288-3550, or get a copy at

Saturday Coffee when the History Room is open.

Poached Eggs with Chanterelle and
Ham Cream Sauce
By Stephanie Williams

This is a condensed version of one of our favorite recipes
from Fantastic Fungi Community Cookbook.
Ingredients:
2 T butter
1/2 cup finely chopped ham
1/2 cup minced onion
2 cups Chanterelles chopped into bite sized pieces
Salt/Pepper to taste
1 cup sour cream
2 T milk

Melt butter in medium skillet over medium high heat. Add
ham and cook until it sizzles, less than a minute. Add
mushrooms and onions cook until chanterelles release their
water and the water mostly evaporates about 8-10 minutes.
Add salt/pepper to taste. Remove from heat. Thin the sour
cream with the milk and stir into mixture.

Place on top of toasted English muffin or toast; top with a
poached egg. YUM!

Swings at the Community Center
By Richard DicKard, CCCA

In January, weather permitting, a swing set will be
installed on our new property below the Community Center.

Enjoy, but please be careful! The swings can be lotsa’ fun
but you need to pay attention so you don't get hurt,
whether you're swinging or standing nearby.

Good news — To keep everyone as safe as possible, we
are installing playground wood chips surrounding the swings
to soften the impact of any mishaps.

And please, for safety’s sake,
young children must be
supervised when using the
swings.

Do Enjoy and be Safe!

Cheesy Meatballs With Mushrooms

By Debbie Seyms

This is a healthy and easy dinner to prepare on a cold night .
Ingredients:

1 pound ground beef

3 T milk

1/2 cup dry breadcrumbs

legg

1/2 cup finely chopped onion

3 T grated Parmesan cheese

1/2 cup chopped fresh parsley

Salt and pepper

Olive oil

1-2 cups sliced mushrooms

6 ounces of baby spinach

24 oz jar of marinara sauce (or homemade)
3/4 cup mozzarella or jack cheese, shredded
Fresh basil (optional)

Mix together beef, milk, breadcrumbs, egg, onion,
Parmesan cheese, parsley, salt, and pepper. Don’t overmix.

Gently shape into about 16 balls. Refrigerate for 15
minutes or more so they won't fall apart while cooking.

Heat oil in a large skillet. Cook meatballs until brown on
all sides, about 10 minutes. Transfer to a plate.

Add mushrooms to the pan and cook until brown. Add
sauce and spinach and simmer until the spinach wilts. Return
meatballs to pan and sprinkle with mozzarella. Cover pan
until meatballs are cooked through. Sprinkle with basil and
serve. Enjoy!
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Community Projects and Events with Rally Point!
By Amber Mehrmann, Rally Point CCP
November and December were busy months for Rally Point.

November's project was painting signs for Camptonville Community

Partnership’s {CCP) annual events. Sonja Rice, local artist and sign

painter for many of Camptonville's events, presented youth with a "How to" on sign
creation.

Sonja guided youth participants to agree on a color scheme and begin painting the
lettering that she had penciled in. As they painted, lessons naturally occurred on o wy s e
taking their time, having patience, using the correct amount of paint, and being aware of their surroundings. Next, they got to
choose the appropriate graphics for the event. Desigh and placement was really fun for them!

These signs will advertise CCP’s annual Christmas Craft Fair and St. Patty’s Day events. It was a great project to get the youth
involved in helping out the community, teaching them how to advertise for future business ideas, and also being creative and
learning how to catch the eye of folks passing by. Please keep an eye out for the “HUGE” signs that will be placed at the end of
Marysville Road along Hwy 49 and thank the Rally Point Youth and Sonja Rice for helping create the masterpieces.

CCP staff would like to thank Sonja for her awesome presentation, for the work she put into getting the signs prepped for the
youth meetings, for being a community mentor, and for providing paint and brushes for our youth to use. "Sonja, we appreciate
you so much!"

In the first week of December, we crafted some fun things to sell at the Craft Fair. Rally Point's vendor space was represented by
the youth as they sold the crafts they created. The money earned will go towards an end of the year field trip.

Our last meeting of the year was a Christmas Party. Youth played several games, won prizes and made Christmas cookies, Tyann
Jordan came and did a presentation on how to roll and cut out Christmas cookies, followed by how to decorate them using piping
bags with frosting and decerative candies. Thank you so much Tyann for your fun and sweet lesson on cookie making!

We are certainly excited about this new year! Please note that we'll be meeting from 4-6 pm. This will give us a bit of daylight to
be able to play some games outside before it gets dark. We hope to see you at our next meeting on January 6th from 4-6 pm|

Rally Point is a Youth program, open to those 10-18 years of age. If you have any questions please contact Amber Mehrmann at
530-288-9355 or e-mail amber@theccp.org.

CAMPTONYVILLE —
COMMUNITY

SERVICES DISTRICT CONTACTS

* WATER
Elizabeth Zapata
530-513-1834

NORTH COLUMBIA

SCHOOLHOUSE

CEMETERY
Randy Rizzo
530-288-3658 1875 « CULTURAL CENTER x 1982
SECRETARY Home of the Sierra Storytelling Festival
Pam Wilcox Amphitheater & Concert Space
530-391-8887 Community Building Events
Wedding & Event Venue
COMMUNITY CENTER Local Talent Showcase
530-288-5016 CCsD 4 (530)265~2826
PO Box 327 .
CV FIRE DEPARTMENT Camptonville www.northcolumhiaschoolhouse.org

Elizabeth Zapata 530-513-1834 CA 95922
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Letters Home from Camptonville, 1863

Transcribed by Jennifer Nelson, Camptonville Postmistress

Pittsford. Nov 22nd, 1863: My dear boy Rollin, You ask in your letters if we have changed our looks. | can answer

No, only for the better. We are smart enough to wake ourselves in the morning without a watchman. It may pay

in California to have a man wake you but it won't in Vermont. My best respects to Jerome, tell him to keep the

hearth swept up and dishcloth clean and his face well washed, and to give you boys plenty to eat. 0. Smith

Camptonville, Cal. Dec. 5th, 1863: My dear Parents and sister, | never enjoyed myself better in my life, and like

the business if it will only keep on. The Reese River has hurt this country, but give me California yet. Bearss put all

his money in a team and load, and a thousand dollars besides, and has got it yet on his hands, except the part of his team that died.
The last letter | had from him he was sick, flat on his back, and | should judge by his talk as homesick as he is sick. | doubt if he can
sell his goods for what he paid for them in Marysville, to say nothing about his team and wagon which at present is worth nothing. |
am very thankful, Mother, for your picture, think it a very good one. Nothing more tonight. Yours respectfully, Rollin

Camptonville, Cal. Dec. 8th, 1863: Friend Addie, Friday night as | was at work “sorting the mail” out dropped your letter from the
Atlantic package and looked me right in the face. Was glad enough to say "How are you.” | suppose at this date you are having cold
weather, and have to keep good fires and have the doors closed. But we, when it does not storm, enjoy pleasant sunshine, with
some mud.

Sunday, Dec. 13th: | broke off writing suddenly last week. My friend Wardner came in and said he was going to Marysville and
wished me to accompany him. So | got a man to ride for me and we started in the morning on mule back. We rode the whole
distance (forty-five miles) in ten hours. The mud in and around Marysville is about a foot deep from that upwards, or downwards,
rather. | did not have much business to do and soon began to sigh for home, mostly to be able to get away from the Mos-ke-toes.
They were so thick and bit so hard that | looked as if | had the small-pox. They last the year around down there. We do not have any
here, and to fight them in Dec was more then | could stand. Came home on Sat and found everything in good shape, so shall go
again sometime when | want to. | remain yours very respectfully, Rol C. Smith

Camptonville, Dec. 27th, 1863: Dear Father, The people here make a great account of the Holidays and with some it is kept up from
Christmas until New Year's Day. Most everyone closes stores and spends the day either in calling or riding around. I had five horses
to lead to Brandy City from the stable here, and then to take them back the next day, and we make them all pay. On New Year’s Eve
there is to be a grand party at Galena Hill — just sold them ten dollars worth of candy to sweeten their chops on. Don’t know as |
shall go but guess yes. | have not got the appointment of Postmaster yet, neither have | heard from Bearss resignation. Do not know
what to make of it. Yours respectfully, Rollin C. Smith

Camptonville Dec. 30th, 1863: My friend Addie, Well how did you spend Christmas? | arose at four. Had my horse fed an hour
before we started out expecting to make a quick trip but before | could get out of town the stable man hailed me and said he
wanted me to take six saddle horses to Brandy City to bring in as many persons, three gents and as many ladies.

I got along well enough on the wagon road but when | took to the trail they were some cumbersome. Had hold of only one halter,
the rest of the horses were tied to the horses tail before him. | couldn’t help but laugh at the sight and wondered if the folks at
home wouldn’t think me a hard-hearted wretch could they see me in that condition, rushing seven horses along at a two-forty rate
on a narrow little trail just wide enough for one horse. And all the time they had putting the ladies on, beat me. They would try a
chair for them to stand on and that would frighten Mr. Horse, and the lady would utter a faint scream, (very pretty} and try again.
Finally | concluded | would not let them hinder me anymore so | tried my hand and succeeded in getting them mounted. When |
arrived in Camptonville | found all had been to dinner but there was enough left for me. The lady of the house made herself
agreeable by sitting by my side while | related to her why | was so late. She then related some of her experiences coming to this
country, across the plains with an ox team. They were six months on the road. | suppose that is about as rough living as a person can
find — so much sand and dust and a scarcity of water. | often laugh when | see emigrants coming through town — animals, wagons,
men, and women all look alike and that is the picture of despair. Write often, Addie. | prize your letters highly, Truly yours, Rollin C.
Smith
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Food Distribution in the
-~ Yuba County Foothills

Foothill Food Pantry:

Drive-through at the Alcouffe

Community Center in Oregon House
9185 Marysville Road (across from the fire department)
*PLEASE NO EARLY ARRIVALS*
To sign up, bring your ID (nothing else needed)
The first and 3rd Friday, 12 to 1:30 pm
January 2nd, 16th

Yuba-Sutter Food Bank Commodities:
Located at Willow Glen Restaurant, Oregon House:
The 2nd Thursday, 9 to 10 am
January 8th

North San Juan Food Bank, Nevada County
Located at Oak Tree School
The 2nd Tuesday, 10 am - Noon
Free Food and Clothing Closet: call 292-3174 for hours

Ongoing Events in Camptonville
{CCC = Camptonville Community Center)
All area codes are 530 unless otherwise specified.

WEEKLY Events

Mondays: Yoga, 5 pm, School Gym Contact: 798-6778
Wednesdays: C'ville Fire Dept Trainings, 6:30-9 pm, Fire Hall
Fridays: HH Clinic on Wheels, 2nd and 4th Fridays,

10 am-3:15 pm, CCC

Saturdays: Coffee@theCenter, 10 am—Noon, CCC

MONTHLY Events
Call first to verify meeting times before attending
School Board - 2nd Tuesday, & pm, at CV School
Contact: 288-3277
Rally Point - 1st and 3rd Tuesday, 4-6 pm, CCC
CCP Board - 3rd Wednesday, 1 pm
Resource Center. Contact: 288-9355
Third Thursday - 3rd Thursday, 5-7 pm, CCC
CCSD Board - 4th Thursday, 6§ pm, CCC
Contact: 391-8887

HELP & HOPE

For emergencies first call 911.
All area codes are 530 unless otherwise specified.

CAMPTONVILLE:

«Cemetery 288-3658

« Community Center 288-5016

« Community Partnership (CCP) ———  288-9355

- Community Services District (CCSD) ———391-8887

« Elementary School 288-3277

+ Family Resource Center (CCP) ————288-9355
Hours 8:30 arm—12:30 pm, M-F

+ Post Office 288-3348
Hours 11 am-1 pm, 1:45-3:45 pm, M-F

+Volunteer Fire Department Business 913-3501

- Water Plant 775-980-7138
+ Yuba River Ranger District 362-8255/288-3231

Alcoholics Anonymous: Local 24 hr Hotline —272-6287

Burn Day Status (www.fragmd.org) ————741-6299
CA Rural Legal Assistance (Yuba Co) ————742-5191
CoRR (Community Recovery Resources) 273-9541
Domestic Violence:

Casa de Esperanza Hot Line (Yuba Co}) ——674-2040

DVSAC Crisis Line (Nevada Co) ——————272-3467
KNCO 830 AM (Nevada Co) 477-5626
KUBA 1600 AM (Yuba Co) 673-5400
KVMR 89.5 FM (Nevada Co) 265-9555
Legal Center for Seniors (Yuba) 742-8289
Mental Health 24 hr Crisis Line {Yuba) ————673-8255
NAMI -Support for Mental lliness 272-4566
PG&E Qutage Line 800-743-5000
Red Cross of NE California 673-1460

Road Conditions CalTrans 800-427-7623

Sheriff (Yuba Co) Emergency 911
Sheriff (Yuba Co) Non-Emergency ——749-7777
Supervisor Jon Messick (Yuba Co) 749-7510
Yuba County Emergency Services {OES) 749-7520

Yuba County Health and Human Services ——749-6311

Contact Editor for additions or corrections Rev.6.3.25

JON A, MESSICK

Supervisor 5" District

YUBA COUNTY
GOVERNMENT CENTER
916 8th Street, Suite 109

Marysville, CA 95901

Gffice* (530) 749-7510
Cell: (530) 812-5416
Fax: (530) 749-7353

E-mail: jmessick @yuba.goy







