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Meet Mike Wilson, New CVFD Administrative Chief
By Caleb Garling, CVFD Volunteer

As you may have heard, the Camptonville Volunteer Fire Department had a recent
change in leadership. But while Danny Rasmussen has become our new Operational Chief,
you may have missed that Mike Wilson has become our new Administrative Chief.

“What stands out most is his dedication to serving a new community with
professionalism, integrity, and a genuine commitment to helping others,” says Chief
Rasmussen.

We caught up with Chief Wilson recently to learn more about his experience, his new
role, and how he sees the department growing over the next five years.

— Tell us about your fire and first responder experience before joining CVFD. "l spent
over 35 years as a first responder working in public safety, starting with CDF, now CalFIRE,
where | eventually found myself working in Fire Prevention. That assignment eventually led
me into law enforcement. | spent several years working across the North State for various
police agencies, including almost 10 years with the Marysville Police Department here in SUDITITIET FROTO
Yuba County. Throughout much of my law enforcement career, | was assigned to various county arson task force groups, maintaining
a tie to the fire service. Later in my career, | was able to become Chief of Public Safety, overseeing both law and fire for the Lake
Shastina Police and Fire Departments in Siskiyou County."

— What made you want to apply as chief of CVFD? "My wife and | decided to list our Eagle Lake cabin for sale and find a place
closer to home to enjoy our getaways. | always loved Bullard’s Bar and the Yuba River area and started researching cabins for sale in
the area, which led me to look around the Camptonville area. | wasn’t really looking for a job, but | wanted to see if | could at least
lend a helping hand to a community | have aways adored. During my interview, | told the panel members that it would probably be
better if they hired someone local, and later discovered Danny had applied for the position. | couldn’t think of a better man to be the
Fire Chief."

— Describe your role as Administrative Chief and how it relates to Danny Rasmussen’s as Operational Chief. "Danny has the
experience, operational skills, and hometown familiarity of both the community and the department. He is the perfect Fire Chief in
my mind. | will bring the administrative support skills and grant writing experience to support him as the Assistant/Administrative
Chief. | think our positions complement each other to create a synergy that will help grow and develop the department into a role
model volunteer fire agency for northeastern Yuba County in the years to come."

For most volunteer fire agencies, recruitment and retention is the single biggest challenge.

— What are your short term goals for the department? "Create a safe, compliant, well-trained volunteer fire department which
can make the community of Camptonville a safer and more enjoyable place to live and visit. To do this we will need to acquire
adequate personal protective equipment, tools, and fire apparatus that are NFPA certified and not out-of-date, to ensure our
volunteer firefighters go home safe after every incident.”

— What are your long term goals for the department? "To find long term sustainable funding sources that will keep the
department running for years to come, without impacting our community members financially. In addition, to create a fire safe
community through fire mitigation efforts to ensure the community can withstand wildfire or other all-risk hazards."

— In an ideal {but realistic) world, how would the people of Camptonville describe the department in five years? "We want to see
Camptonville Fire Department staffed with a full complement of trained and equipped firefighters who can provide full-service fire
and EMS functions to the community in a safe, professional, and friendly manner. | think it is realistic to anticipate 20 to 25 volunteer
firefighters, who will be trained as EMT’s with training and certifications matching that of paid professional fire agencies in our more
urban neighboring areas. In addition, shortened response times to the entire district and response area by updating facilities,
capabilities, and apparatus at the Moonshine Station commonly known as Station #2. As an older guy, | foresee a department
protecting a community where | know my kids and grandchildren will be safe."

— Where do you live now and what does life look like outside CVFD?" | have a home in Oroville, about 45 minutes from
Camptonville, where I live with my wife Ra’chell and our two dogs. | enjoy gardening, working outdoors, fishing, hunting, and

working on classic cars. | spend some time repairing vintage fishing reels and occasionally building a custom fishing rod."
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Concerned About Local WildFire Safety?
Save the Date: Wednesday, August 26th, at 5:30 pm,
There will be a Community Roundtable at the Camptonville

Community Center, hosted by the Yuba Watershed Protection and

Fire Safe Council. This will be an opportunity for people in
Camptonville to hear from and ask questions of various local

agencies involved in fire protection. We hope you can come!

It Takes a Village . ..
By Beverly Cameron-Fildes, Yuba Watershed Protection & Fire
Safe Council

I've probably used the “village” phrase before, however
more than ever it's become the mantra that encompasses so
many things that we do to protect our foothill communities
from wildfire.

In our changing environment, it is increasingly important
that we share our concerns about living in the Wildland-Urban
Interface or WUI as you might hear someone in the fire
community call it. For those who aren’t familiar with the term,
"Wildland-Urban Interface" is described by the USFS Northern
Research Station as simply “where human development meets
natural landscapes.”

We are a community living in the WUI, so it is extremely
important we continue to have open conversations about our
fire risk, our landscape, our lives, both human and animal, and
what we can do together to protect against catastrophic
wildfire. And | am happy to say that’s it's happening in
Camptonville.

In May, | was privileged to sit in on a meeting of the
Moonshine Road FireWise USA Community where they did just
that. This group has had regular bi-annual meetings to plan and
carry out defensible space work, advancing their current three-
year plan for the protection of their “corner of the world.”

However, this meeting was a bit different from where | sat.
In her June 2026 Courier article (Making Moonshine Road
Wildfire Safe}, Shirley DicKard shared the brainstorming that
led to some very specific outcomes that will guide the
community’s future work. An “outcome” that | really embraced
was the idea of having monthly, hour-long meetings to enhance
their fire safe education. Another aspect is the idea of staying
connected as a community. This is very important in creating a
network that doesn’t just clear weeds but looks out for each

other, creating the “village.” In the meantime, stay fire safe!

Sentinel: New Smartphone App for
Yuba County Emergency Notifications
Submitted by Jesse Golden

Yuba County has now adopted the "Sentinel by Ladris"
app. This replaces the" Code Red" app which you can delete
from your phone. For more information, visit:
yuba.gov/departments/emergency_services/BePreparedYu
ba.php and www.ladris.com/get-
sentinel

Once you’ve installed the app on
your smart device, tap on the button
with three stacked horizontal lines
(also known as the hamburger menu,

or sidebar menu) to explore your

options. Stay safe!

JON A. MESSICK

Supervisor 5" District

YUBA COUNTY
GOVERNMENT CENTER
915 8th Street, Suite 109

Marysville, CA 95901

Office: (530) 749-7510
Cell: (530) 812-5416
Fax: (530) 749-7353

E-mail: jmessick@yuba.gov
















Camptonville, Cal. May 7th, 1864
Dear Friend Addie,

I have just had some visitors which surprised me very much. Jerome had gone to bed and just as | was going to shut
up my front door, Mrs. Groves and Mrs. McClellan came in. Mrs. Groves is here on a visit and came in to send a letter to
her man. She wanted to know who this letter was going to, and | told her it was to my Mary Ann. Showed her your photo
and she said she knew better, that so smart looking girl as that would not write to such a muggings as Smith.

Mrs. McC has lived in Cal. about 8 years, is a young woman about your age and rather pretty. Her husband is a
hardware merchant and a good friend of mine. They have one child about a year and a half old.

| started out on my trip this morning at six on account of a funeral of a little girl. | was engaged to conduct the singing at the funeral which came
off at three pm.

You say you have told your mother of our correspondence and seem to think | may not approve of it. If you have received my letter written last
week you will know that | do. | admire the love and confidence you have in her. What | mean by not telling of our correspondence is that | do not
wish the Pittsford people to know of it, for they would have me in Conn and you out here twenty five times in the course of the next six months.
When | am there to attend to them | do not care.

Well, you will want to know how our grand ball came off. On Saturday previous to the party Mrs. Groves came in with me from Brandy City. She
has a good horse and knows how to ride. On Sunday, Mrs. Selfridge came in with me from Grizzley Hill. She had her baby with her. | took her a
horse from the stable here in town. On Monday | intended to take three young ladies from Indian Hill but could not get horses to suit me so had the
boys who had engaged them to go over with me. | had a splendid horse for my partner but she was a poor rider and | had to lead him most of the
way. She was good company and a good dancing partner and that is about all | can say for the California girls. She stayed with a friend of hers in
town here as did all the girls from out of town.

On Tuesday the Company was formed into line and drilled awhile by the Orderly then marched to Galena Hill, two miles, where we took dinner
and received the handsome flag presented by the young ladies of that place. We came home in the pm and had a short parade and turned in at
four.

When coming from the Armory who should | meet but Clark Jenkins and Corintha. | was glad enough to see them and took them to the Hotel
where | board for dinner, and to the party in the evening. We sold over a hundred tickets and the company cleared over two hundred dollars. |
danced until day light then got on my horse and started on my days work. Took Mrs. Selfridge home first.

[ arrived in town about one and found an invite to take dinner and spend the evening where my partner was staying. Had a fine time and did not
get home till eleven and then | enjoyed my sleep, you bet.

We were going to take the girls home Thursday morning but it rained so we concluded to wait, | sent my Express to Brandy City and stayed in
town till noon, then started out — three couples of us with six good horses. My partner couldn’t ride more than a pumpkin and | had to lead her
horse most of the way. She was not afraid and would sit just as | told her, and we got along all right. We boys got home at seven and that ended
the May party, and | think | can wait till next May before | start out on such another expedition.

Please continue to write often and be assured they are gladly received. With much love | bid you adieu. Rollin C. Smith









JULY 2026

The Camptonville Courier

Wordsmiths & Music Makers: More than
Ready & Willing to Get the Summer Started
By Yakshi Vadeboncoeur

On Sunday afternoon, June 14th, Camptonville, we made beautiful
music together, and the word of the moment is “Thank you.” So much
talent, so much insight, humor, and generosity! Thank you, featured
artists, you enrich us all. Oh essential audience, thank you — music and
word must move through you to truly live!

Thank you, Elzeard and Jocelyn, for sound advice and support.
Thank you, Barbara, for tote-and-carry neighborliness and awesome
flower arranging skills; Cheryl, for meet and greet, ticket taking, and
golden bucket responsibilities; Rochelle — ever willing, ever
knowledgeable, ever competent! Pam, you are the rock around which
the whole event flows season after season from start to lights-out and
together walking out the door! Thank you, one and all.

It takes a village, and this village got summer started with music
and magic and fills my heart year-round with gratitude and
amazement.

25 years ago in The Courier (July 2001)

Caroline Mumm announces micro-paving and mastication work
on Moonshine Road.

Georganne Savage reports on the new "Journey Home Volunteer
Hospice" in Camptonville, providing end-of-life care as well as
respite care, shopping, and meals.

Merle Askew tells of his family’s adventures in keeping goats and
other farm animals: “We learned, too late, never to give a name
to an animal you're going to have for dinner.”

Food Distribution in the
Yuba County Foothills

The Foothill Food Pantry:
Drive-through distribution at the Alcouffe
Community Center in Oregon House
9185 Marysville Road (across from the fire department)
The 1st and 3rd Friday, 12-1:30 pm

July (3rd closed) and 17, August 7 and 21

The USDA Commodities Food Bank

Located at Willow Glen Restaurant, Oregon House
The 2nd Thursday: 9-10 am

July 9, August 13
Distributed by The Gleaners.

North San Juan Food Bank, Nevada County:
Located at Oak Tree School

The 2nd Tuesday, 10 am—Noon

HELP & HOPE

For emergencies first call 911.
All area codes are 530 unless otherwise specified.

CAMPTONVILLE:

«Cemetery 288-3658
« Community Center 288-5016
« Community Partnership (CCP) 288-9355

«Community Services District (CCSD) ————391-8887

«Elementary School 288-3277

+ Family Resource Center ({CCP) 288-9355
Hours 8:30 am-12:30 pm, M-F

- Post Office 288-3348
Hours 1Tam-1pm, 1:45-3:45 pm, M-F

+Volunteer Fire Department Business 913-3501

- Water Plant
+ Yuba River Ranger District

775-980-7138
362-8259/288-3231

Alcoholics Anonymous: Local 24 hr Hotline —272-6287

Burn Day Status (www.fragmd.org) 741-6299
CA Rural Legal Assistance (Yuba Co) 742-5191
CoRR (Community Recovery Resources) 273-9541

Domestic Violence:
Casa de Esperanza Hot Line (Yuba Co) ——674-2040

DVSAC Crisis Line (Nevada Co) 272-3467
KNCO 830 AM (Nevada Co) 477-5626
KUBA 1600 AM (Yuba Co) 673-5400
KVMR 89.5 FM (Nevada Co) 265-9555
Legal Center for Seniors (Yuba) 742-8289
Mental Health 24 hr Crisis Line (Yuba) 673-8255
NAMI -Support for Mental lliness 272-4566
PG&E Outage Line 800-743-5000
Red Cross of NE California 673-1460
Road Conditions CalTrans 800-427-7623
Sheriff {(Yuba Co) Emergency 911
Sheriff (Yuba Co) Non-Emergency 749-7777
Supervisor Jon Messick (Yuba Co) 749-7510
Yuba County Emergency Services (OES) 749-7520

Yuba County Health and Human Services ——749-6311
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10 years ago in The Courier (July 2016)
Find back issues of The Courier chronologically at bit.ly/courierpast or search
by keyword at bit.ly/courierdigital.
o Stephanie Korney writes about the sculptor William Huff,
creator of the Camptonville monument to town father
William Bull Meek.
 Christina Ledson announces that she is again hosting the
Camptonville Gardeners' Market on Saturday mornings in
August and September.
¢ Molly Spackman wants folks to know that the weekly
Coffee and Connections, “a fun and fantastic opportunity
to just relax and chat,” will move to Saturday mornings.
» Devon Miller offers weekly Brazilian Jiu Jitsu classes for
adults and children.








