
 
 

5th   Grade   Humanities  
Academic   Readiness   for   2020  

 
 
Dear   Center   City   Families,  
 
In   this   challenging   time,   Center   City   staff   is   doing   our   best   to   ensure   that   your   child   is   academically   prepared   to  
return   to   school   in   the   Fall   of   2020   with   minimal   learning   loss.   We   have   created   this   packet   of   academic  
materials   that   expand   on   foundational   content   that   was   covered   this   school   year.   Your   child   should   complete  
this   work   to   be   ready   for   school   once   the   academic   year   starts   again   in   the   fall.  
 
This   packet   includes   approximately   four   weeks   of   work.    Between   May   4th   and   22nd,   teachers   will   schedule  
virtual   check-ins   with   students   centered   around   the   content   of   this   packet.   Please   return   the   completed  
packet   to   your   home   campus   no   later   than   June   5,   2020.  
 
Inside   this   packet,   you   will   find:  

● A   table   of   contents   that   shows   page   numbers   for   each   included   activity  
● A   calendar   that   shows,   day   by   day,   which   activities   students   should   complete  
● A   copy   of   every   activity   and   assignment   that   students   will   need   to   complete  

 
Your   child’s   teachers   will   be   reaching   out   via   text,   email,   phone,   or   Class   Dojo   to   let   you   know   when   they   are  
available   and   how   they   will   monitor   student   progress   on   academic   work   through   May   22nd.  
 
There   are   a   number   of   ways   you   can   support   the   academic   growth   of   your   child   during   this   time   and  
throughout   the   summer:  

● If   possible,   provide   them   with   a   quiet,   comfortable   place   in   which   to   complete   their   work.  
● Please   encourage   them   to   read   a   book   or   magazine   for   pleasure.   You   can   find   books   and   resources  

online   at    www.dclibrary.org .  
● Encourage   children   to   keep   a   diary   or   journal   for   recording   their   thoughts,   observations,   or   drawings.  
● Get   outside   for   an   hour   or   two   as   weather   permits.  
● Reach   out   to   the   teacher   if   your   child   has   any   questions   about   the   work   in   this   packet.  

 
We   thank   you   for   your   patience   and   flexibility   during   these   unprecedented   times.   If   you   have   any   questions   or  
concerns,   please   do   not   hesitate   to   reach   out   to   your   campus   team.   In   the   meantime,   we   encourage   everyone  
to   stay   safe   and   healthy   by   following   the   social   distancing   protocols   that   Mayor   Bowser   has   put   into   place.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
The   Center   City   Team  
 
 
 

http://www.dclibrary.org/


 

5th   Grade   Humanities  
Preparación   Académica   para   2020   

  
Queridas   Familias   de   Center   City,   
 
Durante   este   tiempo   difícil,   el   personal   de   Center   City   está   haciendo   nuestro   mejor   para   asegurar   que   su   hijo  
está   académicamente   preparado   para   regresar   a   la   escuela   en   el   otoño   de   2020   con   una   pérdida   mínima   de  
aprendizaje.   Hemos   creado   este   paquete   de   materiales   académicos   que   amplían   en   el   contenido   fundacional  
que   estaba   cubierto   este   año   escolar.   Su   hijo   debe   cumplir   este   trabajo   para   estar   listo   una   vez   el   año  
académico   empiece   otra   vez   en   el   otoño.   
 
Este   paquete   incluye   aproximadamente   cuatro   semanas   de   trabajo.    Entre   el   4   y   el   22   de   mayo,   los   maestros  
van   a   programar   conversaciones   virtuales   con   los   estudiantes   para   hablar   sobre   el   contenido   de   este  
paquete.   Por   favor   entreguen   el   paquete   cumplido   a   su   campus   no   más   tarde   que   el   5   de   junio,   2020 .   
 
Adentro   este   paquete,   van   a   encontrar:   

● Una   tabla   de   contenido   que   muestra   el   número   de   página   para   cada   actividad   incluida   
● Un   calendario   que   muestra,   día   por   día,   cuáles   actividades   los   estudiantes   deben   cumplir   
● Una   copia   de   cada   actividad   y   trabajo   que   los   estudiantes   necesitan   cumplir   

 
Los   maestros   de   su   hijo   van   a   estar   en   contacto   por   texto,   correo   electronico,   telefono,   o   Class   Dojo   para  
notificarles   cuando   están   disponibles   y   cómo   van   a   monitorizar   el   progreso   de   su   estudiante   en   el   trabajo  
académico   hasta   el   22   de   mayo.   
 
Hay   una   variedad   de   maneras   que   usted   puede   apoyar   el   crecimiento   académico   de   su   hijo   durante   este  
tiempo   y   durante   el   verano:   

● Si   posible,   proporcione   su   estudiante   un   lugar   tranquilo   y   cómodo   donde   puede   cumplir   su   trabajo.  
● Por   favor   anímalo   a   leer   un   libro   o   revista   para   diversión.   Puede   encontrar   libros   y   recursos   en   línea   a  

www.dclibrary.org .  
● Anime   los   niños   a   escribir   un   diario   con   sus   pensamientos,   observaciones,   o   dibujos.   
● Salgan   afuera   por   una   hora   o   dos   si   el   tiempo   lo   permite   
● Hable   con   el   maestro   si   su   hijo   tiene   alguna   pregunta   sobre   el   trabajo   en   este   paquete.   

 
Les   agradecemos   su   paciencia   y   flexibilidad   durante   esta   época   sin   precedentes.   Si   tiene   preguntas   o  
preocupaciones,   por   favor   no   duden   en   ponerse   en   contacto   con   el   equipo   de   su   campus.   Mientras   tanto,  
animamos   a   todos   a   mantenerse   seguros   y   saludables   por   seguir   los   protocolos   de   distanciamiento   social   que  
la   alcaldesa   Bowser   ha   implementado.   
 
Sinceramente,  
 
 
El   Equipo   de   Center   City   

 

http://www.dclibrary.org/


 

ትምህርታዊ   ዝግጁነት   ለ   2020     5th   Grade   Humanities   
 

የተከበራችሁ   የሴንተር   ሲቲ   ወላጆች  

በዚህ     ፈታኝ     ወቅት     የሴንተር     ሲቲ     ሰራተኞች     ልጅዎ     በ    2020    መገባደጃ     ላይ     ወደ     ት    /    ቤት     ሲመለስ     በትምህርቱ     ዝግጁ  
መሆኑን     ለማረጋገጥ     የተቻለንን     ሁሉ     እያደረጉ     ነው     ፡፡     በዚህ     የትምህርት     ዓመት     የተሸፈኑ     መሠረታዊ     ይዘቶች   ላይ  
የሚያተኩር     ይህንን     የትምህርት     ቁሳቁስ   የያዘ     ፓኬጅ     ፈጥረናል     ፡፡     የትምህርት     ዓመቱ     በበልግ     ወቅት/ፎል     እንደገና  
ከተጀመረ     ልጅዎ     ለትምህርት     ቤት     ዝግጁ     ለመሆን     ይህንን     ስራ     መሙላት/መስራት     አለበት።  

ይህ   ፓኬት   በግምት   የአራት   ሳምንታት   ሥራን   ያካትታል   ፡፡   ከግንቦት/ሚይ   4   እስከ   22   ኛው   ባለው   ጊዜ   መምህራን  
በዚህ   ፓኬጅ   ይዘት   ዙሪያ   እተኩረው   ከተማሪዎች   ጋር   በቨርቹዋል/በኢንተርንት   ለሚደረግ   ትምህርት   መርሃ   ግብር  
ያዘጋጃሉ   ፡፡   እባክዎን   የተጠናቀቀውን   እሽግ   ከጁን   5    2020   ዓ.ም.   በፊት   ወደ   ትምህርት   ጣቢያ/   ካምፓስ   ይመልሱ   ፡፡  

በዚህ     እሽግ     ውስጥ     የሚከተሉትን     ያገኛሉ፡  

● ለእያንዳንዱ     ስራዎች     የገጽ     ቁጥሮችን     የሚያሳይ     የይዘት     ሠንጠረዥ  

● ተማሪዎች     በየቀኑ     ማጠናቀቅ      የሚጠበቅባቸውን     ስራዎች   የሚያሳይ     የቀን     መቁጠሪያ    

● ተማሪዎች     ማጠናቀቅ     የሚያስፈልጓቸውን     የእያንዳንዱ     እንቅስቃሴ      ቅጅ / ኮፒ  

የልጅዎ   አስተማሪዎች   እስከ   ሜይ   22   ባለው   ግዚ   መቼ   እንደሚገኙ   እና   እንዴት   በአካዳሚክ   ሥራ   ላይ   የተማሪዎን  
እድገት   እንዴት   እንደሚቆጣጠሩ   ለማሳወቅ   በጽሑፍ   ፣   በኢሜል   ፣   በስልክ   ወይም   በክፍል   ዶጆ/   በኩል   ለማድረስ  
ጥረት   ያደርጋሉ   ፡፡  

በአሁኑ   ሰአት   እንዲሁም   እስከ   ሰመር   ባለው     ጊዜ     የልጅዎን     የትምህርት     እድገት     ለመደገፍ     በርካታ     መንገዶች     አሉ፡  

● የሚቻል     ከሆነ     ሥራቸውን     የሚያጠናቅቁበት     ጸጥተኛና     ምቹ     የሆነ     ቦታ     አዘጋጁላቸው።  

● እባክዎን   ለመደሰት     መፅሃፍ     ወይም     መጽሔትን     እንዲያነቡ     ያበረታቷቸው     ፡፡     መጽሐፍትን     እና     የተለያዩ  
ጽሁፎችን      በ    www.dclibrary.org    ማግኘት     ይችላሉ     ፡፡  

● ሀሳቦቻቸውን     ፡     ምልከታዎቻቸውን     ፣     ወይም     ስዕሎቻቸውን     ለመገልበጥ     ልጆች     ማስታወሻ     ደብተር     ወይም  
ማስታወሻ     እንዲይዙ     ያበረታቷቸው፡፡  

● የአየር     ሁኔታ     እንደሚፈቅድ     ለአንድ     ወይም     ለሁለት     ሰዓት     ወደ     ደጅ     የዘዋቸው     ይውጡ     ፡፡  

● ልጅዎ     በዚህ     ፓኬት     ውስጥ     ስላለው     ሥራ     ጥያቄ     ካለዎት     ከአስተማሪው     ጋር     ይገናኙ     ፡፡  

በእነዚህ     ባልተለመዱ     ጊዜያት     ስለትዕግስትዎ     እና     እናመሰግናለን     ፡፡     ማናቸውም     ጥያቄዎች     ወይም     ስጋቶች     ካሉዎት  
እባክዎን     ወደ     የካምፓስ     ቡድንዎን     ለመገናኘት     አያመንቱ     ፡፡     ይህ     በእንዲህ     እንዳለ     ከንቲባ     ባውዘር     ያስቀመጠቻቸውን  
ማህበራዊ     ልዩነትን    / ተራርቆ     የመቆየት     ፕሮቶኮሎችን     በመከተል     ሁሉም     ሰው     ደህንነቱ     የተጠበቀ     እና     ጤናማ     ሆኖ  
እንዲቆይ     እናበረታታለን     ፡፡  

 

ከሠላምታ     ጋር     ፡  

የሴንተር     ሲቲ      ቡድን  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intentionally   Left   Blank  



Distance Learning Packet for 5th Grade Humanities  
May 2020 

 
Table of Contents Page Number 

Week 1 Goals and Daily Agendas 1 
Week 1 Fluency Practice 2 
Day 1 Agenda 4 
Illustrated Glossary 5 
Article: As the U.S. Grew, the North-South Dispute over Slavery Led to Civil War  8 
Stop and Jot Organizer 12 
Quiz  14 
Day 1: Grammar Practice 16 
Day 2 Agenda 17 
Illustrated Glossary 18 
Article: Kansas-Nebraska Act: The Law that Ripped America in Two  21 
Stop and Jot Organizer 25 
Quiz 27 
Day 2: Grammar Practice 28 
Day 3 Agenda 29 
Illustrated Glossary 30 
Heart and Soul: Chapter 2: Slavery 32 
Stop and Jot Organizer 36 
Day 3: Grammar Practice 37 
Day 4 and Day 5 Agenda 38 
Essay Writing Activity: Introduction 39 
Essay Writing Activity: Outlining Body Paragraphs 42 
Week 2 Goals and Daily Agendas 48 
Week 2 Fluency Practice 49 
Day 6 Agenda 51 
Essay Writing Activity: Concluding Paragraph 52 
Essay Writing Activity: Publishing the Essay 54 
Essay Rubric 55 
Day 7 Agenda 57 
Illustrated Glossary 58 
Article: The Abolitionists: Frederick Douglass 60 
Stop and Jot Organizer 63 
Quiz 65 
Day 7: Grammar Practice 66 
Day 8 and Day 9 Agenda 67 
Illustrated Glossary 68 
Heart and Soul: Chapter 3: Abolition 72 
Day 8: Notice and Wonder 76 
Day 9: Stop and Jot 77 
Day 8: Grammar Practice 78 
Day 9: Grammar Practice 79 
Day 10 and Day 11 Agenda 80 
Illustrated Glossary:  81 
Article: Civil War: A Defining Moment in US History 86 
Day 10: Notice and Wonder 89 
Day 11: Stop and Jot 90 
Quiz  92 
Day 10: Grammar Practice 94 



Day 11: Grammar Practice 95 
Week 3 Goals and Daily Agendas 97 
Week 3 Fluency Practice 98 
Day 12 and Day 13 Agenda 100 
Illustrated Glossary:  101 
Heart and Soul: Chapter 4: Lincoln’s War  105 
Day 12: Notice and Wonder 109 
Day 13: Stop and Jot 110 
Day 12: Grammar Practice 111 
Day 13: Grammar Practice 112 
Day 14 and Day 15 Agenda 113 
Illustrated Glossary:  114 
Article: Black Soldiers in the Civil War 119 
Day 14: Notice and Wonder 122 
Day 15: Stop and Jot 123 
Quiz  125 
Day 14: Grammar Practice 126 
Day 15: Grammar Practice 127 
Week 4 Goals and Daily Agendas 128 
Week 4 Fluency Practice 129 
Day 16 Agenda 131 
Illustrated Glossary:  132 
Article: 5 Things you may not know about Lincoln, slavery and emancipation 135 
Stop and Jot Organizer 138 
Quiz 140 
Day 16: Grammar Practice 141 
Day 17 and Day 18 Agenda 142 
Painted Essay Template 143 
Exemplar Essay 144 
Essay Writing Activity: Introduction 145 
Essay Writing Activity: Outlining Body Paragraphs 149 
Day 19 and Day 20 Agenda 155 
Essay Writing Activity: Concluding Paragraph 156 
Essay Writing Activity: Publishing the Essay 158 
Essay Rubric 159 
Product Menu: 5th Grade Civil War 160 

 
 
 



Week 1 Goals and Daily Agenda 

Goals for the Week How will I reach these goals? 

1. Learn the meaning of 15 new vocabulary words. Complete the Glossary pages and quiz yourself. 

2. Learn about key events and people during the Civil
War era.

Use the QR code to watch a video before you reach each 
article. 

3. Read three articles about the events leading up to
the Civil War.

Complete the Stop and Jot organizer when you read each 
article.  

4. Track your comprehension as you read each article.

5. Answer questions about each article. Complete the Quiz. 

6. Build your reading fluency with daily practice. Complete the Fluency Practice sheet for each day. 

7. Strengthen your grammar skills with daily practice. Complete the Grammar Practice sheet for each day. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 

Preview Vocabulary. 

Watch “The American 
Civil War.” 

Read “As the U.S. 
Grew, the North-South 
Dispute over Slavery 
Led to Civil War.”  

Complete the Stop and 
Jot organizer. 

Complete Quiz. 

Fluency Practice. 

Grammar Practice 

Preview Vocabulary. 

Watch “How one piece 
of legislation divided a 
nation.” 

Read “Kansas-Nebraska 
Act: The Law that 
Ripped America in 
Two.” 

Complete the Stop and 
Jot organizer. 

Complete Quiz. 

Fluency Practice. 

Grammar Practice 

Preview Vocabulary. 

Watch “Plantation Life.” 

Read Heart and Soul: 
Chapter 2: Slavery. 

Complete Stop and Jot 
organizer. 

Fluency Practice. 

Grammar Practice 

Annotate Painted Essay 

Plan essay. 

Watch “Introduce a 
Topic More Clearly.” 

Write an introduction 
paragraph.  

Fluency Practice. 

Grammar Practice 

Watch “Match Body 
Paragraph to the 
Introduction.” 

Write body paragraphs. 

Fluency Practice. 

1



Fluency Practice 

Directions: 
1. Day 1: Read the text carefully and annotate to help you read fluently.
2. Each day:

a. Practice reading the text three to five times.
b. Evaluate your progress by placing a √+, √, or √- in each unshaded box.
c. Ask someone (adult or peer) to listen and evaluate you as well.

3. Last day: Respond to the self-reflection questions.

Generally, boys from the North did not join the army because they felt a burning desire to stamp out 

slavery. One boy’s comment about slavery is fairly typical: “I do not know anything about it, whether it is a 

good thing or a bad thing,” he wrote in a letter, “and when talk gets around to it I say very little.” Many joined 

because they wanted to take the defiant South and “set them straight.” But most signed up for a simpler 

reason–to escape the boring routine of farm life and take part in an exciting adventure. 

The same spirit of adventure and glory motivated Southern boys as well. A Mississippi recruit said he had 

joined “to fight the Yankies—all fun and frolic.” But underneath the festive attitude was another, deeply felt 

reason for serving—to defend their homes from a large invading army. One Southern boy made his feelings 

clear, “I reather die then be com a Slave to the North.” 

Murphy, Jim. The Boys’ War: Confederate and Union Soldiers Talk About the Civil War. Houghton Mifflin 

Company, 1990, p. 8.
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Days 1-5
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Student 
Performance 
Checklist:

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4

You Listener* You Listener* You Listener* You Listener*

Accurately 
read the 
passage 3–5 
times.

Read with 
appropriate 
phrasing and 
pausing.

Read with 
appropriate 
expression.

Read 
articulately 
at a good 
pace and 
an audible 
volume.

G5  M3  Handout 7C • WIT & WISDOM™

05.03.Student Edition.indb   2 9/20/17   2:09 PM

*Adult or peer

Day 5

Self-reflection: What choices did you make when deciding how to read this passage, and why? What would you like to 
improve on or try differently next time? (Thoughtfully answer these questions on this paper.)

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Day 1 

❏ 1. Preview Vocabulary.
❏ 2. Watch “The American Civil War.”

Open the camera app on your phone to scan the QR code and watch. 

❏ 3. Stop and Jot about “As the U.S. Grew, the North-South Dispute over Slavery Led to Civil War.”
❏ 4. Complete Quiz. Go back in the text to find the answers.

❏ 5. Fluency Practice
❏ Read the passage out loud.
❏ Rate yourself using the checklist.
❏ Read to someone else.
❏ Ask the person you read with to rate you using the checklist.

❏ 6. Grammar Practice

❏ 7. Set a Goal.
I will be successful if I _____________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

To meet my goal, I should __________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

I will know I have reached my goal when _____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

❏ 8. Reflect.
Did you meet your goal? ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Article: As the U.S. Grew, the North-South Dispute over Slavery 
Led to Civil War  

Directions: Use the words from the chart below to help you understand the article. 

Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write a sentence from the article 
with the vocabulary word. 

Slavery Noun A system in 
which people 
are property 
and owners 
are free to buy 
and sell other 
humans for 
labor. 

Conflict Noun A serious 
disagreement 
or argument. 

Abraham 
Lincoln 

Noun The 16th 
president of 
the United 
States, who 
strongly 
opposed 
southern 
slavery. 

Day 1
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Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write a sentence from the article 
with the vocabulary word. 

Confederacy 
Noun An alliance of 

southern pro-
slave trading 
states. 

Territory Noun An area of 
land under a 
legal authority. 

6



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

Word Picture Definition 
conflict a clash 

Abraham Lincoln
an American statesman and 
lawyer who served as the 16th 
president of the United States 
who led the nation through its 
greatest moral, constitutional, and 
political crisis in the American 
Civil War. 

Civil War
a civil war in the United States 
from 1861 to 1865, fought between 
the northern United States and the 
southern United States. 

antebellum
occurring or existing before a 
particular war, especially the 
American Civil War. 

superiority
the state of being above 
someone else. 

Day 1
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

As the U.S. Grew, the North-South Dispute over 
Slavery Led to Civil War 
By Chandra Manning, The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History on 05.17.17 
Word Count 632 
Level 850L 

In this political cartoon, the presidential and vice presidential candidates in the 1860 election are shown tearing apart a map of the United 
States. From Library of Congress 

In 1857, future president Abraham Lincoln was making notes for an 
important speech. At the time, conflict was growing between the North 
and South over slavery. "A house divided against itself can not stand," 
Lincoln wrote. "I believe this government cannot endure permanently, 
half slave, and half free." 

What were the North and 
South fighting over? 

a. Land

b. Slavery

Day1
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

Long road to the Civil War 

Lincoln's words turned out to be true. Only a few years later the North 
and South entered the Civil War, which lasted from 1861 to 1865. The 
bloody contest ultimately brought an end to slavery. 

The years leading up to the war are known as antebellum. For most of 
this period, the North and South were able to avoid direct conflicts. 
Slavery was only legal in the South, but whites in both parts of the 
country shared a belief in the superiority of white people. They also 
shared a reluctance to talk about whether slavery was morally 
acceptable. 

Slavery grows, some whites get rich 

The country certainly had religious, ethnic and social differences within 
itself. These differences could be found in both the North and the South. 
Yet, when war came in 1861, it drew a hard line between Northern states 
and Southern states. The biggest difference between these two parts of 
the country was slavery. How did slavery become the problem that would 
split the nation in two? 

Conflict began with the growth of slavery itself. In a very short time, the 
number of slaves exploded from 800,000 to 4,000,000. The Southern 
states were very wealthy because of slave labor. In the North, many 
people benefited from crops and goods produced by slaves. White 
Americans across the country relied on slavery for their wealth and 

What was the result of the 
Civil War ending?  

The end of the Civil War 
brought an end 
to______________________. 

What were two beliefs that 
both parts of the country 
believed during the 
antebellum period? 

The text says, _____________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

Why is the nation being split 
in two?  
The nation is being split in two 
because __________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

comfort. Rather than face the problem, they preferred not to talk 
about it. 

= 
Should new U.S. territories have slaves? 

The attitude changed when the United States began to expand to the 
west. Settlers moved into new land west of the Appalachian Mountains, 
which eventually became part of the United States. The land was 
divided into different regions known as territories. People were forced 
to debate whether slavery should be allowed there. During the 1850s, 
white Northerners and Southerners came to great disagreement over 
the issue. Pro-slavery forces seemed to be gaining the upper hand. The 
spread of slavery looked as though it would be almost impossible to 
stop. 

The growing power of the Southern states worried people in the North. 
This gave rise to a new political group called the Republican Party. 
Republicans worried that Southerners were trying to take over the 
federal government and spread slavery. One person who shared these 
ideas was Abraham Lincoln, a leading member of the Republican 
Party. 

Goods and products 
produced by slaves 

Wealth and comfort for 
the North and South 

Who benefited from slavery? 
How?  
Because of slavery, white 
landowners in the South 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

________________________. 

Because of slavery, white 
business owners in the North 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

________________________. 

Mason-Dixon Line 

Southern States 

Northern States Kansas 
and 

Nebraska 
Territory 

What were the Northern 
states worried about?  

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

________________________. 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

________________________. 
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Slavery foe Abraham Lincoln becomes president 

Meanwhile, white Southerners wanted the government to do more to 
protect slavery. Their demands split the Democratic Party in two right 
during the presidential election of 1860. Southern Democrats wanted 
the government to allow slavery in all new U.S. territories. Northern 
Democrats wanted to let the people in each territory decide whether or 
not to allow slavery. 

It became clear that the Republican candidate for president, Abraham 
Lincoln, would win. White Southerners became worried. They said that 
if Lincoln won, the Southern states would break away from the United 
States. 

Slave states break away 

As expected, Lincoln won the presidential election of 1860. Shortly 
after, seven states from the Deep South broke away from the United 
States. They formed their own country called the Confederate States of 
America, or the Confederacy. Soon other Southern states threatened to 
join them. As Abraham Lincoln took office, the country was preparing 
to go to war. 

Chandra Manning teaches history at Georgetown University and is the author of "What This Cruel War 
Was Over: Soldiers, Slavery, and the Civil War" (2007). 

What did the Northern States want? What did the Southern states want? 

What happened after Lincoln 
was elected? 

After Lincoln was elected, 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

________________________. 
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As the U.S. Grew, the North-South 
Dispute over Slavery led to Civil War

Directions: 
1. Re-read the article.
2. Each time you see a  ,

Stop and Jot the answer to the WHY question.

3. Each time you see a , 

Stop and Jot the answer to the HOW question.
4. After reading the article, summarize your evidence and

write the main ideas of the article.

Question Evidence 

Why did the North 
and South dispute 

over slavery? 

Question Evidence 

How did the North-
South dispute over 
slavery lead to Civil 

War? 

Day 1
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Main Idea #1: Why did the North and South dispute over slavery? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Main Idea #2: How did the North-South dispute over slavery lead to Civil War? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Day 1
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

Quiz 

1 A house divided against itself cannot stand. I believe this government cannot endure 
permanently, half slave, and half free. 
Which statement supports this claim of President Lincoln's? 

(A) The United States settled the issue of slavery with the Civil War.

(B) Northerners ignored the issue of slavery for many years before the Civil War.

(C) The Democratic Party was splitting up before the election of 1860.

(D) Western territories could vote on whether or not to permit slavery.

2 
Fill in the blank in the sentence below. 

In the opening paragraph, the author . 

(A) uses a quote to introduce the conflict explained in the article

(B) tells a story about the president who is the focus of the article

(C) explains the effects of the election described in the article

(D) outlines the solution to the problems shown in the article

3 
Why did Northerners and Southerners disagree on the issue of permitting slavery in the West? 

(A) The North and South could not agree on the total number of slaves. "In a very short time, the number of
slaves exploded from 800,000 to 4,000,000."

(B) The North had abolished slavery in many Western states. "Meanwhile, white Southerners wanted the
government to do more to protect slavery."

(C) Northerners wanted to stop slavery from spreading to the Western states. "The spread of slavery looked
as though it would be almost impossible to stop."

(D) Few Northerners ever benefited from slavery. "The Southern states were very wealthy because of slave
labor."

4 
What information MOST contributes to the organization of the article's final paragraph? 

As expected, Lincoln won the presidential election of 1860. Shortly after, seven states from the 
Deep South broke away from the United States. They formed their own country called the 
Confederate States of America, or the Confederacy. Soon other Southern states threatened to 
join them. As Abraham Lincoln took office, the country was preparing to go to war. 

(A) the comparison between the North and the South

(B) the reasons why the South did not like Lincoln

(C) the causes of Lincoln's election

(D) the effects of the election of 1860

Ask your teacher for the answers to the quiz. Make corrections if needed. Day 1
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

5 
How did the election of 1860 help cause the American Civil War? 

(A) The Democratic Party was splitting up. "Their demands split the Democratic Party in two right during the
presidential election of 1860."

(B) Western territories were allowed to vote on the issue of slavery. "Northern Democrats wanted to let the
people in each territory decide whether or not to allow slavery."

(C) A Republican won the election. "As expected, Lincoln won the presidential election of 1860. Shortly
after, seven states from the Deep South broke away from the United States."

(D) The number of slaves increase. "In a very short time, the number of slaves exploded from 800,000 to
4,000,000."

6 
According to the article, what effect did the argument over slavery have on the Democratic Party? 

(A) It caused the entire party to decide to join the Confederate States of America.

(B) It made the party more united because all Democrats feared and hated Lincoln.

(C) It split the party in half and caused Democrats to lose the election.

(D) It helped the party to become more popular with people in the South.

7 
Why did the Republicans win the election of 1860? 

(A) The vast majority of voters opposed the expansion of slavery.

(B) None of the Western territories had acquired statehood, so citizens in the West couldn't vote.

(C) The Democratic Party split on the issue of slavery expanding into Western territories.

(D) Abraham Lincoln's passionate speeches won over many Democrats.

8 
Which of the following BEST describes the relationship between the western territories and the Republican Party? 

(A) The Republican Party was formed to help Northern settlers continue moving to western territories.

(B) The Republican Party was formed to fight the spread of slavery in western territories.

(C) The western territories made people decide to fight the Republican Party.

(D) The western territories were the biggest supporters of the Republican Party.
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Parts of Speech: Review 
  

Part of speech Definition Examples 

Noun A noun is a word that refers to a person, 
place, thing, or idea. 

How did slavery become the problem 
that would split the nation in two? 

Verb A verb is a word that shows action.  How did slavery become the problem 
that would split the nation in two? 

Adjective An adjective is a word that describes a 
noun. 

How did slavery become the problem 
that would split the nation in two? 

Adverb An adverb is a word that describes a verb, 
telling us how an action is being done. 

How did slavery become the problem 
that would split the nation in two? 

 
 

Parts of a Sentence: Review 
  

Part of sentence Definition Examples 

Subject 
(complete) 

The (complete) subject of a sentence tells 
who or what the sentence is about. 

Lincoln won the presidential election 
of 1860. 

Predicate 
(complete) 

The (complete) predicate of a sentence tells 
all the details about what the subject is or did. 

Lincoln won the presidential election 
of 1860. 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Let’s look at an example from 
our text this week to practice! 

 

 
There are two common nouns, one proper noun, and three verbs in this sentence. What are they?   

 
Common nouns: __________________        __________________  
 
Proper noun: __________________ 
 
Verbs: __________________ __________________      __________________ 

In your last packet, you learned all about nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs. This week, we are going to 
review and deepen our knowledge about these parts of speech!  

You can always come back to this page if you need a reminder about the basics.  

“The	attitude	changed	when	the	United	States	
began	to	expand	to	the	west.” 

 
-NewsELA:	“As	the	U.S.	Grew,	the	North-South	Dispute	over	Slavery	Led	to	
Civil	War” 

First, circle the  subject 
and underline the predicate. 

 



Day 2 

❏ 1. Preview Vocabulary.
❏ 2. Watch “How one piece of legislation divided a nation.”

Open the camera app on your phone to scan the QR code and watch. 

❏ 3. Stop and Jot about “Kansas-Nebraska Act: The Law that Ripped America in Two.”
❏ 4. Complete Quiz. Go back in the text to find the answers.

❏ 5. Fluency Practice
❏ Read the passage out loud.
❏ Rate yourself using the checklist.
❏ Read to someone else.
❏ Ask the person you read with to rate you using the checklist.

❏ 6. Grammar Practice

❏ 7. Set a Goal.
I will be successful if I _____________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

To meet my goal, I should __________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

I will know I have reached my goal when _____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

❏ 8. Reflect.
Did you meet your goal? ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Article: Kansas-Nebraska Act: The Law that Ripped America in 
Two 

Directions: Use the words from the chart below to help you understand the article. 

Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write a sentence from the article 
with the vocabulary word. 

Kansas- 
Nebraska Act 

Noun An act passed 
by Congress 
in 1854 that 
allowed 
people in the 
territories of 
Kansas and 
Nebraska to 
decide 
whether to 
allow slavery 
within their 
borders. 

Congress A national 
legislative 
body in the US 
that includes 
the Senate 
and House of 
Representativ
es. 

Constitution A set of 
guidelines and 
rules that 
establish how 
an area is to 
be governed. 

Day 2
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Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write a sentence from the article 
with the vocabulary word. 

John Brown Noun An American 
abolitionist 
who led an 
armed 
rebellion to 
overthrow 
slavery in the 
United States. 

Free-Soiler Noun A political 
party that 
opposed the 
expansion of 
slavery to the 
western 
territories of 
the US before 
the Civil War. 
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

Word Picture Definition 
Kansas- Nebraska Act 

The Kansas-Nebraska Act was 
passed by the U.S. Congress on 
May 30, 1854. It allowed people in 
the territories 
of Kansas and Nebraska to decide 
for themselves whether or not to 
allow slavery within their borders. 

John Brown
An American 
abolitionist. who advocated the use 
of armed insurrection to overthrow 
the institution of slavery in the United 
States. 

Missouri Compromise
The Missouri Compromise was 
United States federal legislation that 
admitted Maine to the United States 
as a free state, simultaneously 
with Missouri as a slave state—thus 
maintaining the balance of power 
between North and South in the 
United States Senate. 

Senator Stephen A. 
Douglas

 Senator Douglas was an American 
politician and lawyer from Illinois who 
was behind the Kansas-Nebraska 
Act. 

constitution
a body of fundamental principles 
according to which a state or other 
organization is acknowledged to be 
governed. 

Day 2
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

Kansas-Nebraska Act: The Law that Ripped 
America in Two 
By Smithsonian.com, adapted by Newsela staff on 05.12.17 
Word Count 837 
Level 830L 

A painting of John Brown and the anti-slavery movement in Kansas. Attacks on pro-slavery residents were led by Brown in Lawrence, 
Kansas. Photo from Wikimedia 

On May 24, 1856, John Brown rode into the Pottawatomie Valley in 
the new Western territory of Kansas. Brown hated slavery, and did not 
want to see it spread. 

In many parts of the United States, African Americans were kept as 
slaves for their entire lives. They were owned like cattle and forced to 
work for free. The people of Kansas were preparing to vote on whether 
slavery would be allowed in their state or not. 

Brown wanted to send a message to his pro-slavery neighbors, to 
convince them that they should not support slavery. An hour before 
midnight, Brown and seven followers came to the cabin of James 
Doyle. They quickly killed Doyle and two of his sons. Then, they moved 
on and killed two more slavery supporters. 

What was the message that John Brown was trying to send? 
a. Slavery was correct
b. Slavery was wrong
c. Slavery did not make sense

Day 2
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Slavery argument gets worse 
The five men were not just victims of Brown. In some ways, they were 
also victims of a law known as the  

Kansas-Nebraska Act. The Act was supposed to help stop fights 
over slavery, but instead it made them worse. 

Just like today, Congress was the part of government that wrote and 
approved every law. In 1854, Congress passed the Kansas-Nebraska 
Act. The bill gave the new Western territories the right to decide on 
their own whether slavery should be allowed. 

However, the Kansas-Nebraska Act also 

eliminated a law from 1820. According to this older law, all territories 
north of Missouri's southern border were not allowed to have slaves. 
The law was known as the Missouri Compromise, since slavery was 
still allowed in Missouri itself. 

Senator Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois was the man behind the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act. As a senator, he was one of the lawmakers in 
Congress. 

Senator wanted U.S. to grow 

Douglas was eager to see the United States grow in size. For him, fights 
over whether slavery should be allowed in new Western territories got 
in the way of that goal. 

The Southern states supported slavery, while the Northern states were 
against it. Douglas saw the Act as a way of making peace between the 
North and South. 

The Act went through several stages before it was passed. Early in 
1854, Douglas asked Congress to establish two new territories, Kansas 
and Nebraska. Many Southern congressmen were strongly against the 
idea. 

For them, the problem was the Missouri Compromise. Since 
Kansas was north of the Missouri southern border, it would become a 
state without slavery. Southern congressmen were willing to let 
Nebraska become a free state, but not Kansas too. 

Was the issue of slavery solved by the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act?  

a. Yes
b. No

 
What did the Kansas Nebraska Act 
eliminate?  

The Kansas- Nebraska Act eliminated 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________. 

What were Southern congressmen 
willing to allow because of the Missouri 
Compromise?  

Southern congressmen were willing to 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________. 
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Deal allowed more slavery 

Douglas needed the votes of Southern congressmen in order to get the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act passed. To win Southern support, he agreed to a 
repeal of the Missouri Compromise. The repeal meant that the law 
would be dropped. 

With the Missouri Compromise gone, the Kansas-Nebraska Act passed. 
It was now up to the settlers in Kansas to decide if slavery would be 
allowed. The question had to be put to a vote. 

Anti-slavery Northern settlers soon began pouring into Kansas. They 
were sent to make sure the vote went against slavery. Those who 
wanted new territories to be free of slavery were called Free- Soilers. 

Pro-slavery Missourians quickly fought back. Thousands of Missourians 
crossed the border into Kansas in March 1855. Once there, they set up 
their own pro-slavery government, and the anti- slavery Free-Soilers 
did the same. 

Kansas chooses new laws 

When it finally came time to vote, Kansans were given a choice between 
two constitutions, or sets of laws. 
One constitution allowed slavery, while the other did not. 

However, the constitution that outlawed slavery had some exceptions. 
It allowed slaveholders who were already in the territory to keep their 
slaves, and also the children and grandchildren of those slaves. 

Free-Soilers were furious. They said the vote was not really to decide 
whether there would be slavery or no slavery. Instead, it was a choice 
between some slavery or more of it. 

Congress rejects Kansas vote 

The Free-Soilers refused to take part in the vote. Without them, 
Kansas voted to allow slavery. 

The vote had not been fair, and was not accepted by Congress. 

Mason-Dixon Line 

Southern States 

Northern States 
Kansas 

and 
Nebraska 
Territory 

Why did people from 
Missouri move to Kansas? 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________. 

Why did people from 
northern states move to 
Kansas? 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________. 
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Eventually, the settlers who were against slavery outnumbered those 
for it. On January 29, 1861, Kansas was admitted to the Union as a free 
state. 

The Kansas-Nebraska Act was supposed to help end the fight over 
slavery. Instead, it only made that fight worse. 

Just a few months after Kansas became a state, the North and South 
declared war on each other over the question of slavery. The Civil War 
began and the nation was torn in two. 

What happened as a result of 
the Kansas-Nebraska Act?  

As a result of the Kansas-
Nebraska Act, 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________. 

24



The Kansas-Nebraska Act: The Law that Ripped America in Two 

Directions: 
1. Re-read the article.
2. Each time you see a  ,

Stop and Jot the answer to the WHY question.

3. Each time you see a , 

Stop and Jot the answer to the HOW question.
4. After reading the article, summarize your evidence

and write the main ideas of the article.

Question Evidence 

Why did the Kansas-
Nebraska Act create 

conflict? 

Main Idea #1: Why did the Kansas-Nebraska Act create conflict? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Day 2
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Question Evidence 

How did people 
respond to the 

Kansas-Nebraska 
Act? 

Main Idea #2: How did people respond to the Kansas-Nebraska Act? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Day 2
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Quiz 

1 

(A) The Kansas-Nebraska Act was not as helpful to the West as the Missouri Compromise had been.

(B) The Kansas-Nebraska Act was exactly the same law as the Missouri Compromise had been.

(C) The Kansas-Nebraska Act would allow westward expansion without arguing over slavery.

(D) The Kansas-Nebraska Act would stop slavery from spreading with westward expansion.

2 What was the MAIN difference between the points of view of the Free-Soilers and the Missourians who settled in Kansas? 

(A) Free-Soilers felt that the Kansas-Nebraska Act had been created unfairly; Missourians believed that
Congress had been right to pass the law.

(B) Free-Soilers wanted to settle in Kansas in order to vote against slavery; Missourians moved to Kansas
in order to vote for a pro-slavery government.

(C) Free-Soilers felt that it was important to vote on the issue of slavery in Kansas; Missourians were not
concerned about what the vote would decide.

(D) Free-Soilers wanted to vote about whether to have slavery in Kansas; Missourians thought that the laws
being voted on were unfair to Southerners.

3 Which two of the following are MAIN ideas of the article? 

1. The Kansas-Nebraska Act led John Brown to kill slavery supporters in Kansas.
2. The Kansas-Nebraska Act allowed new states to decide whether to allow slavery.
3. The Kansas-Nebraska Act changed the law put in place by the Missouri Compromise.
4. The Kansas-Nebraska Act caused greater conflict between pro- and anti-slavery supporters.

(A) 1 and 3

(B) 1 and 4

(C) 2 and 3

(D) 2 and 4

4 Which sentence from the article would be MOST important to include in a summary? 

(A) However, the Kansas-Nebraska Act also eliminated a law from 1820.

(B) Those who wanted new territories to be free of slavery were called Free-Soilers.

(C) However, the constitution that outlawed slavery had some exceptions.

(D) The Kansas-Nebraska Act was supposed to help end the fight over slavery.

Ask your  teacher for the answers to the quiz. Make corrections if needed.

What is the perspective of Senator Stephen A. Douglas in the article? 

Day 2
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Every adjective describes a noun. There are many different kinds of adjectives.  
This list can help you recognize adjectives that may not seem like adjectives at first.  

Type Definition Example 

 

A proper adjective is a describing word 
that comes from a proper noun. 

On May 24, 1856, John Brown rode into the 
Pottawatomie Valley in the new Western territory 
of Kansas. 

 

A descriptive adjective shows the kind or 
quality of something or someone. 

Brown wanted to send a message to his pro-
slavery neighbors, to convince them that they 
should not support slavery. 

 

A quantitative adjective shows how 
much of something there is.  

An hour before midnight, Brown and seven 
followers came to the cabin of James Doyle. 

 

A numeral adjective shows the number 
order something is.  

Just a few months after Kansas became a state, 
the North and South declared war on each other 
over the question of slavery. 

 

A demonstrative adjective points out 
which person or thing is meant.  

Instead, it only made that fight worse. 
 

 

A distributive adjective refers to each 
one of a group. There are only four: 
“each”, “every”, “either”, and “neither”. 

Many Southern congressmen were strongly 
against the idea. 

 

An interrogative adjective is used to ask 
a question. 

Which sentence from the article would be MOST 
important to include in a summary? 

 

A possessive adjective makes it clear 
who or what the noun “belongs” to 

They quickly killed Doyle and two of his sons. 

__________________________________ 
Practice 

Directions: Find and underline all of the adjectives in the following paragraph. 

Proper 

Descriptive 

Quantitative 

Numeral 

Demonstrative 

Distributive 

Interrogative 

Possessive 

Types of Adjectives 

Anti-slavery Northern settlers soon began pouring into Kansas. They were sent to make sure the vote 
went against slavery. Those who wanted new territories to be free of slavery were called Free- Soilers. 
 
Pro-slavery Missourians quickly fought back. Thousands of Missourians crossed the border into Kansas 
in March 1855. Once there, they set up their own pro-slavery government, and the anti- slavery Free-
Soilers did the same. 



Day 3 

❏ 1. Preview Vocabulary.
❏ 2. Watch “Plantation Life.”

Open the camera app on your phone to scan the QR code and watch. 

❏ 3. Stop and Jot about Heart and Soul: Chapter 2: Slavery.

❏ 4. Fluency Practice
❏ Read the passage out loud.
❏ Rate yourself using the checklist.
❏ Read to someone else.
❏ Ask the person you read with to rate you using the checklist.

❏ 5. Grammar Practice

❏ 6. Set a Goal.
I will be successful if I _____________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

To meet my goal, I should __________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

I will know I have reached my goal when _____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

❏ 7. Reflect.
Did you meet your goal? ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Heart and Soul, Chapter 2: Slavery 

Directions: Use the words from the chart below to help you understand the article. 

Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write a sentence from the article 
with the vocabulary word. 

Kin Noun Someone’s 
family or who 
they’re related 
to. 

Horse Trough Noun A long, 
shallow 
container from 
which animals 
like cows, 
pigs, or horses 
eat or drink 
from. 

Import Verb To bring 
goods or 
services into 
one country 
from another 
country. 

Day 3
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Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write a sentence from the article 
with the vocabulary word. 

Overseer Noun A person who 
supervises 
others. 

Plantation Noun An area where 
crops are 
grown using 
human labor. 

31



Heart and Soul: The Story of America and African Americans
2 

Slavery 

“Dem days was hell.”--Delia Yarlic, former slave, Alabama 

This may sound funny to you, but my grandfather, Joseph, didn’t 

allow any of his kin to eat black-eyed peas on New Year’s Day even though 

it’s an old African American tradition--the beans bring good luck for the 

coming year, they say. But Pap, which is what we called him, wouldn’t hear 

of it. When he was a young boy, each New Year’s Day bucket of black-eyed 

peas were boiled and poured into a horse trough for all of the slaves on the 

plantation to eat like animals. Pap hated it and vowed that none of us in his 

family would ever allow people to treat us that way.  

Pap was the only Africa-born slave in my family. Pap was captured in 

1850 when he was only six years old and brought to America. Even though it 

had been illegal to capture and import slaves to America since 1807, it still 

happened. And often. On New Year’s Day of every year, Pap told us the 

story.  

“When I was a child, I would pay with all de other children in my village 
while de grown folk were working far away in de fields. They told us to look out for 
kidnappers ‘cause dey were stories of people who went missing, mostly children left 
at home during de day. One day when de grown folk were gone out to de field, 
several of dos people ran into de village carrying nets and clubs and grabbed me 
and several other children ‘fore we could cry out. Dey covered our mouths, tied our 
hands, and ran off with us into de woods.” 

Why didn’t Pap want his 
family to each black-eyed 
peas on New Year’s Day? 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

What happened to Pap when 
he was six years old? 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

Day 3
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The children were marched for miles all the way to the coast, 

where a large ship sat out on the water. For days Pap and many other 

captured Africans were kept inside a large fort on the beach before they 

were brought outside and paddled in a small boat to the ship.  

Below deck, African men, women, and children were packed like 

fish, chained together, and crammed into spaces so tight that they could 

not stand up. It was dark, and the air was heavy with the smell of sickness 

and the cries of women and children. When the ship was full, it set off for 

America.  

The trip lasted several weeks. Pap was sold to a planter in 

Maryland as a playmate for his son. When we reached the age of seven, 

Pap was sent out to work as a field hand.  

I could tell you about the life of a slave all day long, but even 

then you couldn’t guess the awfulness of it. Slaves are people who are 

property of other people and must do whatever they are told. They were 

bought and sold as one would buy and sell any animal or thing. Slaves 

had no right to property, to family, to come and go as they pleased, to 

read or write, or to speak their own language or have a last name; no 

right even to protect themselves--no more rights than that of a house or 

a pig. The only right a slave had was to work for his master. And work he 

did. 

How did Pap get to America?  

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

What happened to Pap once 
he got to America?  

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

Enslaved people were not 
allowed to 

a) own property
b) be with their family
c) go places
d) read or write
e) speak their own

language
f) protect themselves
g) All of the above
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Every morning the slave driver blew the work horn or rang the 

bell; and all the slaves woke up, grabbed a how, and headed out to the 

fields. In the summertime the sun was up early and down late; and the air 

was hot, heavy, and full of mosquitoes. With each strike of the how to the 

ground the slaves sang to keep time with each other and help ease the 

hard work. Spirituals were born right there in that field, you know. 

Singing was the only way to keep from dying inside. Pap said it was the 

saddest thing in the world to hear slaves sing those songs, but it 

sounded so beautiful. Made him want to cry. Some of those songs held 

secrets, too--codes to mass on messages to other slaves right under the 

nose of the overseer. Like when a slave started singing “Steal Away,” 

folks knew it was time to run away. Or when they sang “Follow the 

Drinking Gourd,” the slaves knew to escape in the direction of the North 

Star right at the foot of the Little Dipper.  

To ease the trouble of their hard lives, the slave got together and 

danced on Saturday evenings. Most other evenings they slipped off into 

the woods for prayer meetings, praying for the day that freedom would 

come. 

Why were songs sung while 
enslaved people were working 
in the fields? 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

What did enslaved people do 
on Saturday evenings?    

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 
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Since Pap didn’t have any blood family on the plantation, older 

slaves took him in as their own. Before he went out to the fields, he lived 

in the big house with a woman he called Aunt Hattie, who worked all day 

under the watchful eye of the Missus, cooking, cleaning, sewing, even 

nursing the Missus’s children when they needed milk. She raised all three 

of the Missus’s children.  

There were about a hundred or so slaves on the plantation, and 

they were always hungry and dressed in rags. Most of them went 

barefoot ‘cause the master didn’t give ‘em but one pair of shoes a year, 

and the shoes weren’t made to last. In the fields they were watched over 

by an overseer, who rode around on a horse making sure everybody was 

doing their work. And, honey, that fellow was mean. To keep the slaves 

in line, he lasted them with the curlin’ bullwhip he kept on his shoulder. 

Tied ‘em to a tree and whipped ‘em right in front of all the other field 

hands. Folks a mile away could hear them awful whippings. It’s no 

wonder so many of the slaves wanted to run away.  

You might wonder, “Why didn’t they fight back?” Chile, believe 

me when I tell you that they did, every step of the way; but unlike their 

fellow Africans who captured them, they didn’t have any guns to fight 

back with, so they fought with their fists and died. They fought over the 

ocean on slave ships and were shot and drowned. They fought in the 

fields, in homes, and in factories where they worked and were whipped, 

beaten, and murdered. They fought and fought and lost almost every 

time. It would be a long while before we figured out that we could not 

win our freedom with our fists and guns. We would have to find another 

way. 

What happened to enslaved 
people when they fought 
back? 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 
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Heart and Soul 
Chapter 2: Slavery

1850−1862

• Every morning

•

•

•

• On the weekends

Day 3

1807

1850
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__________________________________
Practice 

Directions: Underline the adverbs in the following sentences from your text, circle the verb 
that it describes. Then, on the line, write down which of the above questions it is answering 

(“How”, “Where”, “When”, “How Much”, or “How Often”: 

1. For days Pap and many other captured Africans were kept inside a large fort on the beach

before they were brought outside and paddled in a small boat to the ship.

______________________

2. There were about a hundred or so slaves on the plantation, and they were always hungry

and dressed in rags.    ______________________

3. Folks a mile away could hear them awful whippings.

______________________

4. They fought and fought and lost almost every time.

______________________

5. It’s no wonder so many of the slaves wanted to run away.

______________________

Day 3
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Day 4 

❏ 1. Annotate Painted Essay 
❏ 2. Complete Essay Planning. 

❏ 3. Watch “Introduce a Topic More Clearly.” Open the camera app on your phone to watch. 
❏ 4. Write an introduction paragraph.  

❏ 5. Fluency Practice 
❏ Read the passage out loud.  
❏ Rate yourself using the checklist.  
❏ Read to someone else.  
❏ Ask the person you read with to rate you using the checklist. 

❏ 6. Set a Goal. I will be successful if I __________________________________________________________________ 
To meet my goal, I should ___________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
I will know I have reached my goal when _______________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

Day 5 

❏ 1. Watch “Match Body Paragraph to the Introduction.” Open the camera app on your phone to watch. 
❏ 2. Write body paragraphs.  

❏ 3. Fluency Practice 
❏ Read the passage out loud.  
❏ Rate yourself using the checklist.  
❏ Read to someone else.  
❏ Ask the person you read with to rate you using the checklist. 

❏ 4. Reflect. Did you meet your goal? __________________________________________________________ 
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Essay Writing  

Introductory Paragraph 

Instructions: Your end goal will be to construct a 4-paragraph essay answering the question, 

“What factors and events caused the Civil War?” 

Think about the groups of people you read about and how slavery impacted each group. 

Cause How did this contribute to the start of the Civil War? 

Day 4
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Today, you will write your introductory paragraph. 

Remember! An introductory paragraph should include the following: 

● Hook: Catch your audience’s attention.

● Introduce: Introduce your audience to the topic.

● Thesis: State your essential idea about the topic, and preview

your supporting points. This is like the topic sentence of the

entire essay.

Use the organizer below to outline your introduction. 

Introductory Paragraph Outline 

Hook 
What can you say to 
immediately make your 
reader interested in the 
topic? (For example, ask a 
question, give a quotation, 
give a surprising statistic, 
etc.) 

Introduce 
Summarize background 
information (think of the 
who, what, where, when, 
and why). 

Thesis 
Restate the prompt and 
preview the main points of 
your essay (you can go back 
and revise this after writing 
your essay). 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ caused the Civil War. 

Day 4
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Using your outline, write your introductory paragraph below: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Day 4
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Essay Writing 

Outlining Body Paragraphs 

Instructions: Today, you will outline your body paragraphs, but first, you need to decide if you 

are organizing your essay in chronological order or compare/contrast. 

Essay Structure Choices 

Chronological Order 

Chronological order means to explain events 
in the time sequence that they happened. 

Compare/Contrast 

Compare/contrast means to explain how 
things are similar AND how they are 
different. 

Example: 

First, the egg was laid in a nest. 
Then, the egg hatched into a chick. 
Next, the chick grew up into an adult hen. 
Finally, she started laying her own eggs. 

Example: 

Both chicken eggs and adult chickens are the 
same animal. 
However, there are differences. 
Eggs are smaller and round, and the baby 
chicken grows inside them. 
Adult chickens protect themselves and eggs 
from predators. 

Consider the essay question: “What factors and events caused the Civil War?” 

What would you put in chronological order 
for this essay? 
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

What would you be comparing and 
contrasting for this essay? 
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

You must choose ONE! Which will you use, chronological order or compare/contrast, and why? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Day 5
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Instructions: Now you will outline your body paragraphs either based on chronological order or 

compare/contrast. Ask yourself: what are the two main ideas that support your thesis? 

Two main ideas that support thesis, in chronological order or in compare/contrast: 

1. The South __________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________, 

while the North _____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________. 

2. The ____________________ states wanted ______________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________, 

while the _______________ states wanted ______________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________. 

These two main ideas will become the topic sentences (ToS) for each of your body paragraphs. 

Remember! A body paragraph follows ToS.E.E.E.E.C: 

● ToS: Topic sentence introduces what the paragraph is about.

● Point #1 answers the prompt.

● E: Evidence provides text evidence supporting your idea.

● E: Elaboration explains your evidence.

● Point #2 answers the prompt.

● E.E: A second set of evidence and elaboration further develops your idea.

● C: Conclusion summarizes the idea of your paragraph.

Instructions: Draft your body paragraphs in the organizers on the next pages. 

Day 5
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Body paragraph 1 

ToS 

The South ______________________________________________________________, 

while the North _________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________. 

Point #1 

For example, ___________________________________________________________ 

because _______________________________________________________________. 

Evidence 1 
According to _________________________, “________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________.” 

Elaboration 
________________ thought that if _________________________________________, 

then ___________________________________________________________________. 

Point #2 

However, _______________________________________________________________ 

because _______________________________________________________________. 

Evidence 2 
According to _________________________, “________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________.” 

Elaboration 
________________ thought that if _________________________________________, 

then ___________________________________________________________________. 

Day 5
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Conclusion 
As a result, _____________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________. 

Write your first body paragraph below: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Body paragraph 2 

ToS 

The ___________________ states wanted ___________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________, 

while the ___________________ states wanted _______________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________. 

Point #1 

For example, ___________________________________________________________ 

because _______________________________________________________________. 

Evidence 1 
According to _________________________, “________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________.” 

Elaboration 
________________ thought that if _________________________________________, 

then ___________________________________________________________________. 

Point #2 

Additionally, ____________________________________________________________ 

because _______________________________________________________________. 

Evidence 2 
According to _________________________, “________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________.” 

Elaboration 
________________ thought that if _________________________________________, 

then ___________________________________________________________________. 

Day 5

46



Conclusion 
As a result, _____________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________. 

Write your second body paragraph below: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Day 5
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Week 2 Goals and Daily Agendas 

Goals for the Week How will I reach these goals? 

1. Learn the meaning of twenty new vocabulary words.  Complete the Glossary pages and quiz yourself.

2. Learn about key events and people during the Civil
War era.

Use the QR code to watch a video before you reach each 
article. 

3. Read three articles about the events leading up to the
Civil War.

Complete the Notice and Wonder organizer the first time 
you read each article.  

Complete the Stop and Jot organizer the second time you 
read each article.  

4. Track your comprehension as you read each article.

5. Answer questions about each article. Complete the Quiz. 

6. Build your reading fluency with daily practice. Complete the Fluency Practice sheet for each day. 

7. Strengthen your grammar skills with daily practice. Complete the Grammar Practice sheet for each day. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Day 6 Day 7 Day 8 Day 9 Day 10 

Watch “Add a Logical 
Conclusion.” 

Write a conclusion 
paragraph. 

Complete Self-Editing 
Checklist. 

Revise Essay. 

Fluency Practice. 

Preview Vocabulary. 

Watch “Frederick 
Douglass for Kids.” 

Read “The 
Abolitionists: Frederick 
Douglass.” 

Complete Stop and Jot 
organizer. 

Complete Quiz 
Corrections. 

Fluency Practice. 

Grammar Practice 

Preview Vocabulary. 

Watch “Abolitionist 
Movement.” 

Read Heart and Soul: 
Chapter 3: Abolition. 

Complete Notice and 
Wonder organizer. 

Complete Quiz. 

Fluency Practice. 

Grammar Practice 

Review Vocabulary. 

Read Heart and Soul: 
Chapter 3: Abolition 

Complete Stop and Jot 
organizer. 

Complete Quiz 
Corrections. 

Fluency Practice. 

Grammar Practice 

Preview Vocabulary. 

Watch “American Civil 
War.” 

Read “Civil War: A 
Defining Moment in US 
History.” 

Complete Notice and 
Wonder organizer. 

Complete Quiz. 

Fluency Practice. 

Grammar Practice 
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Fluency Practice 

Directions: 
1. Day 1: Read the text carefully and annotate to help you read fluently.
2. Each day:

a. Practice reading the text three to five times.
b. Evaluate your progress by placing a √+, √, or √- in each unshaded box.
c. Ask someone (adult or peer) to listen and evaluate you as well.

3. Last day: Respond to the self-reflection questions.

Fighting in a war changes any soldier, but it especially changed the boys who fought in the Civil War. When 
they had enlisted, they were naïve, undisciplined, and used to doing farm-related chores. Given several 
months of drilling and experience in battle, these boys had turned into true soldiers. Granted, they would 
never have the spit and polish to impress anyone while on parade, but their skill in the field had been honed 
to a killing edge. 

The fear and confusion that often gripped them in the early fighting gave way to a cooler, more analytical 
head. In the smoke and roar and chaos of battle, these boys would now hold their lines, obey drum 
commands, and listen for orders. And when a command was issued, they had learned to follow it even in 
the face of enemy fire. 

Murphy, Jim. The Boys’ War: Confederate and Union Soldiers Talk About the Civil War. Houghton Mifflin 
Company, 1990, p. 67..
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Student 
Performance 
Checklist:

Day 6 Day 7 Day 8 Day 9

You Listener* You Listener* You Listener* You Listener*

Accurately 
read the 
passage 3–5 
times.

Read with 
appropriate 
phrasing and 
pausing.

Read with 
appropriate 
expression.

Read 
articulately 
at a good 
pace and 
an audible 
volume.

G5  M3  Handout 13B • WIT & WISDOM™

05.03.Student Edition.indb   2 9/20/17   2:09 PM

*Adult or peer

Day 10

Self-reflection: What choices did you make when deciding how to read this passage, and why? What would you like to 
improve on or try differently next time? (Thoughtfully answer these questions on this paper.)

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Day 6 

❏ 1. Watch “Add a Logical Conclusion.” Open the camera app on your phone to watch. 
❏ 2. Write a conclusion paragraph.  

❏ 3. Complete Self-Editing Checklist. 
❏ 4. Revise essay. 

❏ 5. Fluency Practice 
❏ Read the passage out loud.  
❏ Rate yourself using the checklist.  
❏ Read to someone else.  
❏ Ask the person you read with to rate you using the checklist. 

❏ 6. Set a Goal. I will be successful if I __________________________________________________________________ 
To meet my goal, I should ___________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
I will know I have reached my goal when _______________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
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Essay Writing  

Concluding Paragraph 

Instructions: Today, you will write your final paragraph! First, think about what makes a strong 

conclusion. 

Remember! A good conclusion should: 

● Re-state your ideas (everything is tied together in a neat, easy-to-

understand package).

● Bring a sense of closure to your reader’s mind.

● Connect your ideas to a bigger picture. Tell your reader why they

should care about this topic!

Thinking about this, outline your conclusion. An outline does not need to be in complete 

sentences. 

Concluding Paragraph Outline 

Re-state 
Remind your reader 
of the purpose of 
the essay (in other 
words, restate the 
thesis). 

Closure 
Make your reader 
feel they understand 
the topic; closure 
should create a 
bridge between 
your restating your 
ideas and the 
bigger picture.  

Bigger picture 
Give a reason why 
your reader should 
care about this 
topic. Did it change 
the world? Does it 
affect us today? 

Day 6
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Write your concluding paragraph below: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Day 6
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Essay Writing 

Publishing the Essay 

Instructions: Today, you will bring your essay together, revising and editing as needed. Your 

essay can either be written on separate paper or typed, but make sure to use the editing 

checklist to catch any mistakes you have made! 

Editing Checklist 

Capitalization 

❏ Are all proper names capitalized?
❏ Is the first letter of every sentence capitalized?
❏ Is everything else in lower case?

Spelling 

❏ Did you run spell check or look up words you aren’t sure of?
❏ Are the homonyms all correct? (Ex. there/they’re/their, to/too/two, etc.)
❏ Did you double-check the spelling of names (spell check can miss these!)?

Punctuation 

❏ Is there a period (or other appropriate punctuation mark) at the end of every
sentence?

❏ Do all possessives have an apostrophe? (ex. the students’ books, John’s idea)

Citations 

❏ Is all directly cited text evidence in quotation marks?
❏ Do all citations have the page number in parentheses at the end of the sentence?

Transitions 

❏ Are the transitions doing the right job? (Ex. The conclusion starts with a conclusion
transition like “Ultimately.”)

❏ Are all ideas clearly linked for the reader?

Word Bank of Transition Phrases 

Introduce Sequence Alternative 
Viewpoint 

Same Idea, 
Different Way 

Adding more Adding 
Emphasis 

For example 
For instance 
Namely 
Including 

First 
Next 
Another 
Finally 

By contrast 
However 
Although 
In fact 

In that case 
In other words 
Or 

In addition 
Besides 
Similarly 
Furthermore 

In conclusion 
All the same 
After all 
Despite 

Day 6
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Day 7 

❏ 1. Preview Vocabulary.
❏ 2. Watch “Frederick Douglass for Kids.”

Open the camera app on your phone to scan the QR code and watch. 

❏ 3. Stop and Jot about “The Abolitionists: Frederick Douglass.”
❏ 4. Complete Quiz. Go back in the text to find the answers.

❏ 5. Fluency Practice
❏ Read the passage out loud.
❏ Rate yourself using the checklist.
❏ Read to someone else.
❏ Ask the person you read with to rate you using the checklist.

❏ 6. Grammar Practice

❏ 7. Set a Goal.
I will be successful if I _____________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

To meet my goal, I should __________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

I will know I have reached my goal when _____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

❏ 8. Reflect.
Did you meet your goal? ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Article: The Abolitionists: Frederick Douglass 

Directions: Use the words from the chart below to help you understand the article. 

Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write a sentence from the article 
with the vocabulary word. 

Abolitionist Noun A person who 
favored the 
end of slavery. 

Frederick 
Douglass 

Noun A former slave 
who became 
an important 
writer and 
figure in the 
abolitionist 
movement. 

Emancipate 
Verb To free from 

slavery or 
servitude. 

Day 7
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Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write a sentence from the article 
with the vocabulary word. 

Activist Noun A person who 
works to bring 
about political 
or social 
change. 

Prejudice Noun The period 
between 1865-
1877, in which 
the Federal 
Government 
controlled the 
Confederacy 
and granted 
new rights to 
African-
Americans. 
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Word Picture Definition 
Fredrick Douglass

was an American social reformer, 
abolitionist, orator, writer, and 
statesman. 

plantations
an estate on which crops such as 
coffee, sugar, and tobacco are 
cultivated by resident labor. 

Anna Murray
The free black woman who 
helped Fredrick Douglass escape 
from slavery. 

Abolitionist 
a person who favors the abolition 
of a practice of slavery. 

Day 7
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The Abolitionists: Frederick Douglass 
By Biography.com Editors and A+E Networks, adapted by Newsela staff on 07.20.16 
Word Count 888 
Level 790L 

Frederick Douglass Frederick Douglass Portrait, National Archives and Records Administration 

Synopsis: Frederick Douglass was born into slavery around 1818 in 
Maryland. He became a free man who spoke out against slavery and 
became one the most famous thinkers of his time. He gave advice to 
presidents and spoke before thousands about slavery and women’s 
rights. Douglass wrote several books describing his experiences in 
slavery and his life after the Civil War. He died on February 20, 1895. 

Life In Slavery 

Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey was born a slave in 
Maryland around 1818. He lived with his grandmother, but at a young 
age, he was sent to live in the home of the plantation owner who many 
thought was his father. His mother died when he was about 10 years old. 

Growing up, Douglass worked on different plantations. When he was 
12, he was sent to the Baltimore home of Hugh Auld, where Auld’s wife 
taught him the alphabet. It was against the law to teach slaves to read and 
write. When Auld found out about the lessons, he stopped them, but 
Douglass continued to learn from other whites. 

Where and when was Fredrick 
Douglass born?  

a. Maryland, 2020
b. Maryland, 1819
c. Maryland, 1818

How did moving to Baltimore change young Fredrick Douglass’ life? 

When young Fredrick moved to Baltimore, he was able to _______________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
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By reading newspapers and books, he learned that slavery was wrong. 
He read "The Columbian Orator." It was a schoolbook that taught 
reading and speaking. It had speeches about freedom. Douglass shared 
what he learned about freedom with other slaves. 

Next, he was moved to yet another plantation. There, he taught slaves 
to read the Bible at weekly church services. Sometimes 40 slaves would 
show up for lessons. This made other slave owners angry and they 
made the lessons stop. 

Douglass was then sent to work for Edward Covey, who was a very cruel 
man. Covey would beat Douglass, but the 16-year-old fought back. After 
losing a fight to Douglass, Covey never beat him again. 

Freedom And Abolitionism 

Douglass tried to escape from slavery three times. A woman named 
Anna Murray helped him. She was a free black woman. On 
September 3, 1838, Murray gave him money, a sailor's uniform and 
papers from a free black seaman. Douglass got on a train in Maryland 
and made his way to a safe house in New York. 

Murray followed him to New York and they were married. They moved 
to Massachusetts. It was there that they chose the name Douglass as 
their married name. Douglass joined a black church. He went to 
meetings to end slavery. He also read William Lloyd Garrison's weekly 
newspaper, The Liberator. Garrison began writing about ending 
slavery in 1831. 

Douglass was asked to tell his story at these meetings. Garrison printed 
the story in The Liberator in 1841. A few days later Douglass gave his 
first speech at a Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society convention. He 
was a good speaker and many people wanted to hear him. He gave 
speeches across the country. Some crowds were not friendly and in 
1843, Douglass was chased by an angry mob. A Quaker family saved 
him. Quakers were religious people who believed in working things out 
peacefully. 

Garrison wanted Douglass to write his life story about growing up as a 
slave. "Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave," 
was published in 1845. Many copies of the book were sold in the United 
States and Europe. Douglass wrote three more books. 

In 1845, Douglass had to leave the country. Some people wanted to 
capture him and send him back to Maryland. He stayed in Ireland and 
England for two years. He spoke to large crowds about slavery. During 
this time, money was raised to pay his owner for his freedom. He 
returned to the United States in 1847 as a free man. 

Why do you think it was important for 
Frederick Douglass to teach other 
slaves?  

It was important for Frederick Douglass to 
teach other slaves because  

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

_________________________________. 

1 2 3 4 

Draw a picture of Douglass making his 
first speech: 
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Back home, he printed five different newspapers. They were against 
slavery and for women's rights. In 1848, he was the only African-
American to attend the first women's rights convention in New York. 
Douglass told the group that if black men were allowed to vote, then 
women should be allowed to vote too. 

Civil War And Reconstruction 

During the Civil War between the North and South, Douglass worked 
with President Abraham Lincoln to help the black soldiers who were 
fighting. Later, he worked with President Andrew Johnson on black 
voting rights. 

In 1865, slavery was ended everywhere in the United States. 

After the war, Douglass was the president of a bank and he worked for 
the U.S. government in other countries. 

In 1872, Douglass became the first African-American chosen to be vice 
president of the United States when people put him on the Equal Rights 
Party ticket with a woman who was running for president. 

Douglass visited one of his old owners Thomas Auld in 1877. He forgave 
Auld, though many said he should not have forgiven this man who 
once owned him. 

Family Life And Death 

Frederick and Anna Douglass had five children: Rosetta, Annie, Lewis Henry, Frederick Jr., and Charles 
Redmond. 

After his wife's death, Douglass married Helen Pitts, the daughter of an abolitionist who had worked with 
Douglass. She worked hard for women's rights, but their marriage upset many, including their children, 
because Pitts was white and nearly 20 years younger than Douglass. 

On February 20, 1895, Douglass returned home after a meeting with a women's group in Washington, D.C., 
and suddenly fell down and died. Doctors said he might have had a heart attack. Douglass was buried in 
Rochester, New York

Circle all of the things that happened in Douglass’ life from 1845-1848 

How did Fredrick Douglass help during 
the war?  

1. ________________________________

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

2. ________________________________

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

3. ________________________________

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

Quiz 

1 Which of the following are two main ideas from the article? 

(A) Douglass was a former slave and abolitionist who made speeches against slavery; he dedicated his life
to helping others and fighting for equal rights.

(B) Douglass lived a very difficult life as a slave on a large plantation; after he grew up, he escaped and
moved to another country in Europe.

(C) Douglass spent the majority of his life in slavery; while he was a slave, he worked to teach others how
to read and write.

(D) Douglass fought against the women's rights movement; he published many books about his life as a
slave to help the abolition movement.

2 Which detail from the section "Freedom And Abolitionism" BEST reflects Frederick Douglass' goals after escaping from slavery? 

(A) Douglass tried to escape from slavery three times.

(B) He went to meetings to end slavery.

(C) In 1845, Douglass had to leave the country.

(D) Back home, he printed five different newspapers.

3 How is Frederick Douglass introduced in the section "Life In Slavery"? 

(A) through an explanation of slavery

(B) through a comparison of his life to the lives of other slaves

(C) through a story about how he escaped from slavery

(D) through a description of his childhood

4 According to the article, how did Frederick Douglass become free? 

(A) His slave owner granted him freedom when he turned eighteen.

(B) He escaped and then bought his own freedom.

(C) He became free after the Civil War ended  slavery.

(D) He tricked his slave owner into letting him be free.

Ask your teacher for the answers to the quiz. Make corrections if needed. Day 7
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Irregular Verbs 
Verbs can be regular or irregular. 

Part of speech Definition Examples 

Verb A verb is a word that shows action. Hopeful immigrants quickly came to America, 
looking for better opportunities. 

Regular Verbs 

For most verbs, to show that something has 
already happened, you simply add “-d”, “-

ed”, or “-ied” to the end. 

Root Verb Past Tense Form 

hate + - d = hated 

jump + - ed = jumped 

worry + - ied = worried 

VS 

Irregular Verbs 

For irregular verbs, the tense changes the 
whole word. These verbs do not change from 

present to past tense in a regular way. 

Root Verb Past Tense Form 

write wrote 

sing sang 

know knew 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Practice 
Directions: Write the correct past tense of the verb in parentheses. Then, mark if it is 
regular or irregular. The first one is done for you as an example. 

Conflict _________ (begin) with the growth of slavery itself. In a very short time, the 

number of slaves ____________ (explode) from 800,000 to 4,000,000. The 

Southern States ________(to be) very wealthy because of slave labor. In the North, 

many people ______________ (benefit) from crops and goods 

_____________(produce) by slaves.
_

 regular

 regular

 regular

 regular

regular 

regular 

regular 

regular 

irregular 

irregular 

irregular 

irregular 
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Day 8 

❏ 1. Preview Vocabulary.
❏ 2. Watch “Abolitionist Movement.”

Open the camera app on your phone to scan the QR code and watch. 

❏ 3. Notice and Wonder about Heart and Soul: Chapter 3: Abolition.

❏ 4. Fluency Practice
❏ Read the passage out loud.
❏ Rate yourself using the checklist.
❏ Read to someone else.
❏ Ask the person you read with to rate you using the checklist.

❏ 5. Grammar Practice

❏ 6. Set a Goal. I will be successful if I __________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________. 
To meet my goal, I should __________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________. 
I will know I have reached my goal when _______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________. 

Day 9 

❏ 1. Review Vocabulary.

❏ 2. Stop and Jot about Heart and Soul: Chapter 3: Abolition.

❏ 3. Fluency Practice
❏ Read the passage out loud.
❏ Rate yourself using the checklist.
❏ Read to someone else.
❏ Ask the person you read with to rate you using the checklist.

❏ 4. Grammar Practice

❏ 5. Reflect. Did you meet your goal? __________________________________________________________
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Heart and Soul, Chapter 3: Abolition 

Directions: Use the words from the chart below to help you understand the article. 

Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write a sentence from the article 
with the vocabulary word. 

Antislavery Adjective Opposed to 
the system of 
practice of 
slavery. 

Illiterate Adjective Unable to read 
or write. 

Underground 
Railroad 

Noun A network of 
secret routes 
that were used 
by enslaved 
people to 
escape to free 
states. 

Day 8

68



Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write a sentence from the article 
with the vocabulary word. 

Harriet 
Tubman 

Noun A highly 
respected 
abolitionist 
and activist 
who played a 
key role in 
helping former 
slaves escape 
through the 
Underground 
Railroad. 

Mason-Dixon 
Line 

Noun The boundary 
line between 
Maryland and 
Pennsylvania 
that was the 
northern limit 
of the slave 
owning states 
before the 
abolition of 
slavery. 
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Heart and Soul, Chapter 3: Abolition 

Directions: Use the words from the chart below to help you understand the article. 

Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write your own sentence with 
the vocabulary word. 

Antislavery Adjective Opposed to 
the system of 
practice of 
slavery. 

Illiterate Adjective Unable to read 
or write. 

Underground 
Railroad 

Noun A network of 
secret routes 
that were used 
by enslaved 
people to 
escape to free 
states. 
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Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write your own sentence with 
the vocabulary word. 

Harriet 
Tubman 

Noun A highly 
respected 
abolitionist 
and activist 
who played a 
key role in 
helping former 
slaves escape 
through the 
Underground 
Railroad. 

Mason-Dixon 
Line 

Noun The boundary 
line between 
Maryland and 
Pennsylvania 
that was the 
northern limit 
of the slave 
owning states 
before the 
abolition of 
slavery. 
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Heart and Soul: The Story of America and African Americans
3 

Abolition 

“That which is not just is not law.” -William Llyod Garrison, abolitionist 
“I expose slavery in this country, because to expose it is to kill it.” -Frederick Douglass, abolitionist 

Even though it didn’t specifically say so, slavery was written into the 

new Constitution right along with “We the People.” The framers, who write 

the Constitution, could have ended slavery right then and there if they 

wanted to, and they even thought about it, but instead they chose to keep 

it. They thought they needed it. You see, America grew up on slavery. It was 

like mother’s milk to the new country, and it made her grow big and strong. 

Southern planters had lined their pockets with profits from slave-grown 

crops, and northern industries depended on them too.  

To justify slavery, southern while folks had convinced themselves that 

black people were fine with being slaves. We were convinced that they were 

all nuts or, as we would say, “touched in the head.” Not a one of them 

would have traded places with us. And since those white gentlemen running 

the country wouldn’t give us our freedom, we decided to take it ourselves.  

One of the slaves on Pap’s plantation had taught himself to read, 

which was very dangerous, because if white folks had found out, he would 

have got a sound licking. White folks thought that if slaves learned to read 

or write, they could read the Bible for themselves and antislavery papers (if 

they got their hands on them) and begin to question their master’s behavior. 

They might also be able to communicate with other slaves and antislavery 

folks outside of their plantations. Education is a powerful thing and often 

made slaves hard to control and likely to run away, so their masters took 

good care to make sure they remained illiterate. In fact, at the time it was 

How did white folks convince 
themselves that slavery was 
ok? 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 
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illegal for slaves to read or write. A lot of them learned anyway. They’d trick 

their young masters into teaching them the alphabet or find a spelling book 

and sneak off to learn it and then teach the other slaves.  

As it turns out, white folks were right about slaves who learned to 

read. That boy from Pap’s plantation eventually ran away to Massachusetts, 

where he became a great speaker, talking to large crowds of white folks 

about how terrible it was to be a slave. He also wrote a narrative about his 

life that made him very famous. Many came to know him as “the Lion of 

Anacostia.” Pap knew him as Frederick Douglass.  

Up North, Douglass joined with other free black folks, former slaves, 

and good white folks who were trying to end slavery. They were called 

abolitionists because they wanted to abolish slavery. Abolitionists were 

everywhere, even in the South. They worked with folks like Harriet Tubman 

to help slaves escape to the North by way of the Underground Railroad--not 

a real railroad, but a loose network of safe houses and secret routes. 

Preaching about the awfulness of slavery was one of the best ways to fight it, 

and Douglass and Tubman did their best to spread the gospel. They lit a fire 

inside many a slave to take their freedom.  

But it was a hard row to hoe. Even though slavery was dying out up 

North, it was getting stronger down South. Cotton was the most profitable 
crop in the country, and plenty of slaves were needed to grow it. To meet 

the demand for more cotton, tens of thousands of slaves in northern slave 

states were marched hundreds of miles on foot out west and down the 

Mississippi River into the Deep South. Pap remembered seeing a group of 

them tied together like horses to a wagon, marching down the road past his 

plantation.  

New states were being added all the time as Americans started 

settling the West. Congress would determine whether or not each new state 

should allow slavery, and it was always a fight. As the country grew in size, 

Why did the masters want the 
people they enslaved to be 
illiterate?  

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

What were abolitionists 
trying to do?  

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

Why was slavery growing 
stronger in the South?  

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

Pictures 
Left: Frederick Douglass 
Right: Harriet Tubman 
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so did the tension between North and South. Then in 1854, Congress 

passed the Kansas-Nebraska Act, which left it up to the settlers of the new 

territories to decide whether or not to allow slavery. The new law allowed 

slavery to exist above the Mason-Dixon Line, the symbolic dividing line 

between North and South at the border of Maryland and Pennsylvania, 

which was drawn thirty-four years prior during the Missouri Compromise. 

This scared the pants off the antislavery folks, because the compromise 

made it so that slavery would be limited to the South. But now slavery 

seemed to be on the move. It put a fire in the bellies of the abolition folks all 

over the Union, including a county lawyer named Abraham Lincoln. Because 

of it, that fellow decided to run for president. 

Southern white folks couldn’t stand Lincoln. He had often spoken out 

against the spread of slavery; and southerners were convinced that if he 

were elected president, it would spell the end of their way of life. It’s no 

wonder why slaves and free black folks took an instant liking to the county 

lawyer. In him, they saw a chance to put an end to slavery for good. The 

truth, though, was that Lincoln didn’t have any intentions of abolishing 

slavery and very publicly said as much. But southerners didn’t believe him.  

Slaves on Pap’s plantation were following the election closely, 

eavesdropping on white folks in the streets and at the dinner table. Election 

Day came and went. Lincoln didn’t get a single vote in the South but won 

the election anyway by winning the popular vote in all but one of the 

northern states. White folks in the South were spittin’ mad; so riled up that 

seven southern states quit the Union, followed by four others not long after. 

The states formed their own country, the Confederate States of America, 

Northern States 

Southern States 

Kansas 
and 

Nebraska 
Territory Mason-Dixon Line 

What did the Kansas-
Nebraska Act change about 
slavery? 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________

What did the Kansas-
Nebraska Act change about 
slavery? 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

Why didn’t people in the 
southern states want Lincoln 
to be president? 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 
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and elected Jefferson Davis their president. President Lincoln demanded 

they stop all of the foolishness and come back to the Union, but they didn’t 

pay him any mind. The South was fixin’ for a fight. And so Lincoln had to 

give ‘em one. 
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Heart and Soul: Chapter 3-Abolition
Directions: 
1. Read the text.
2. Stop and Jot what you Notice and Wonder about at least 3

elements in the first column.

Text Elements Notice 
I see… 

I notice... 

Wonder 
How come…? 

Why…? 

Text Features 

❏ Title
❏ Subheadings
❏ Picture
❏ Caption
❏ Bold, Italicized words
❏ Map

❏ Diagram

Text Structure 

❏ Chronological
❏ Problem/Solution
❏ Cause/Effect
❏ Compare/Contrast

❏ Description

Time Period 

❏ Is this about the
present or the past? 

❏ How is the time period
similar and different to 
present-day? 

Events or Effects 

❏ What happened?

❏ Why did it happen?

Day 8
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Heart and Soul 
Chapter 3: Abolition

1854

To justify slavery, white people

• Pap learned to

• Frederick Douglass

• Harriet Tubman

Abraham Lincoln was

1500s-1800s

1850-1862

1860

Day 9
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Irregular Plural Nouns 
Plural is the form of a noun that shows us there is more than one. There are regular plural 

nouns and irregular plural nouns.   

Part of speech Definition Examples 

Noun A noun is a word that refers to a 
person, place, thing, or idea. 

Hopeful immigrants quickly came to America, 
looking for better opportunities. 

Regular Plural Nouns 

For most nouns, to show there is more than 
one thing, you simply add “-s” or “-es” to the 

end. 

Singular Noun Plural Noun 

immigrant + - s = immigrants 

business + - es = businesses 

country + - ies = countries 

VS 

Irregular Plural Nouns 

For irregular plural nouns, the ending or the 
whole word changes, and do not change in a 

regular way. 

Singular Noun Plural Noun 

person people 

loaf loaves 

foot feet 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Practice 

Directions: Read through the text, “Heat and Soul: Chapter 2 Slavery” and list as many 
plural nouns as you can. See if you can sort them into “regular” and “irregular”. There is an 
example done for you.  

Regular Plural Noun Page Irregular Plural Noun Page 

____black-eyed peas____

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

__1__ 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

________people________

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

__1__ 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

Day 8 
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Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases 
 

Part of speech Definition Examples 

 
Preposition 

A preposition is a word showing the relationship 
between nouns/pronouns and other words in a 
sentence. It usually shows position, possession, 
time, or how something is done,  

My grandfather began to think about 
his own childhood.   
Immigrants quickly came to America, 
looking for better opportunities. 

 

Part of sentence Definition Examples 

Prepositional 
Phrase 

A prepositional phrase is a part of a sentence 
beginning with a preposition and usually ending 
with a noun or pronoun. It often answers the 
questions “what?”, “when?”, “where?”, or “how?” 

My grandfather began to think about 
his own childhood.   
Immigrants quickly came to America, 
looking for better opportunities. 

 

 

__________________________________ 
 

Practice 
 

Directions: For each sentence from last week’s texts, circle the      and underline 
the prepositional phrase. The first one is done for you. 
 
 

1. He gave advice presidents and spoke slavery and 
women’s rights. 
 

2. When Auld found out about the lessons, he stopped them, but Douglass continued to learn 
from other whites. 
 

3. Douglass shared what he learned about freedom with other slaves. 
 

4. A few days later Douglass gave his first speech at a Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society 
convention. 
 

5.  Garrison began writing about ending slavery in 1831. 

Here are 
50 of the 

most 
common 
prepositio
ns you’ll 

see 

Pre  position 

to about 



Day 10 

❏ 1. Preview Vocabulary.
❏ 2. Watch “American Civil War.”

Open the camera app on your phone to scan the QR code and watch. 

❏ 3. Notice and Wonder about “Civil War: A Defining Moment in US History.”
❏ 4. Complete Quiz. Go back in the text to find the answers.

❏ 5. Fluency Practice
❏ Read the passage out loud.
❏ Rate yourself using the checklist.
❏ Read to someone else.
❏ Ask the person you read with to rate you using the checklist.

❏ 6. Grammar Practice

❏ 7. Set a Goal. I will be successful if I __________________________________________________________________
To meet my goal, I should ___________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
I will know I have reached my goal when _______________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

Day 11 

❏ 1. Review Vocabulary.

❏ 2. Stop and Jot about “Civil War: A Defining Moment in US History.”
❏ 3. Complete Quiz Corrections. Get the answers from your teacher and make corrections.

❏ 4. Fluency Practice
❏ Read the passage out loud.
❏ Rate yourself using the checklist.
❏ Read to someone else.
❏ Ask the person you read with to rate you using the checklist.

❏ 5. Grammar Practice

❏ 6. Reflect. Did you meet your goal? __________________________________________________________
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Article: Civil War: A Defining Moment in US History 

Directions: Use the words from the chart below to help you understand the article. 

Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write a sentence from the article 
with the vocabulary word. 

Civil War Noun A war between 
citizens of the 
same country. 
The American 
Civil War was 
fought 
between the 
Union and 
Confederacy 
between 1861-
1865. 

Secede Verb To leave the 
union of the 
United States. 

Seaport 
Noun A town or city 

with a harbor 
for sea ships. 

Day 10
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Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write a sentence from the article 
with the vocabulary word. 

Launch Verb To start an 
activity. 
(Example: An 
attack) 

Surrender Verb To stop 
resisting with 
an enemy 
opponent; To 
give up 
fighting. 
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Heart and Soul, Chapter 3: Abolition 

Directions: Use the words from the chart below to help you understand the article. 

Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write your own sentence with 
the vocabulary word. 

Antislavery Adjective Opposed to 
the system of 
practice of 
slavery. 

Illiterate Adjective Unable to read 
or write. 

Underground 
Railroad 

Noun A network of 
secret routes 
that were used 
by enslaved 
people to 
escape to free 
states. 

Day 11
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Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write your own sentence with 
the vocabulary word. 

Harriet 
Tubman 

Noun A highly 
respected 
abolitionist 
and activist 
who played a 
key role in 
helping former 
slaves escape 
through the 
Underground 
Railroad. 

Mason-Dixon 
Line 

Noun The boundary 
line between 
Maryland and 
Pennsylvania 
that was the 
northern limit 
of the slave 
owning states 
before the 
abolition of 
slavery. 
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

Word Picture Definition 
Founding Fathers 

a member of the convention that 
drew up the US Constitution in 
1787. 

  Constitution
. 
a body of fundamental principles or 
established precedents according to 
which a state or other organization 
is acknowledged to be governed. 

Civil War
a civil war in the United States from 
1861 to 1865, fought between the 
northern United States and the 
southern United States. 

Telegraphs
A "telegraph" is a device for 
transmitting and receiving 
messages over long distances, 

13th Amendment 
The Thirteenth Amendment to the 
United States Constitution 
abolished slavery 

economy 
An economy is an area of the 
production, distribution and trade, 
as well as consumption of goods 
and services by different agents 

Day 10 and Day  11
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

Civil War: A Defining Moment in U.S. History 
By Gary W. Gallagher, The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, adapted by Newsela staff on 12.01.16 
Word Count 639 
Level 850L 

TOP: "The Battle of Antietam," by Kurz & Allison (1878), depicts the fighting at Burnside's Bridge. Courtesy of Wikipedia. BOTTOM: Scott's 
great snake. Cartoon map illustrating General Winfield Scott's plan to crush the Confederacy, economically. It is sometimes called the 
"Anaconda plan." J.B. Ellott, Courtesy of Wikipedia. 

The Civil War was fought between the Northern and Southern states over slavery. It started in April 1861, when 
the Southern states insisted on their right to leave the United States. Four years of fighting followed, claiming over 
620,000 lives. The war affected countless people, and freed four million African-American slaves. 

When the founding fathers wrote the Constitution in 1787, they compromised on the issue of slavery. They 
created a country that gave its citizens many freedoms. However, they also allowed the states to keep their slaves. 

Disagreements about slavery 

In the years that followed, there were many arguments over slavery. The Northern and Southern states disagreed 
about whether new states should allow slavery or not.  

The road to war began with the election of 1860. Abraham Lincoln was elected president. He had promised to leave 
slavery alone in states where it already existed. But he was strongly against spreading slavery into new territories 
in the West. Between December 1860 and February 1861, seven Southern states seceded, or left, the United 
States. They formed their own country, called the Confederacy, with its own government. The Civil War began in 
April 1861, when Confederates attacked Fort Sumter in Charleston, South Carolina. 

Day 10 and Day 11
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

More soldiers fought in the Civil War than ever before in American 
history. The South had between 800,000 and 900,000 soldiers, while 
the North had over 2 million. 

The Confederacy attacks 

Beginning in 1861, the North blocked southern seaports so the 
Confederacy could not receive goods. Northern soldiers took control of 
the Mississippi River and attacked the Confederate states. The 
Confederacy tried to defend its territory, occasionally launching its own 
attacks. The most important of these were the 1862 Battle of Antietam 
and the 1863 Battle of Gettysburg. 

The Confederacy finally surrendered in the spring of 1865. 

The war touched the lives of almost every American. Before the war, 
most women stayed at home taking care of their families. But during the 
war, many of them became nurses, which used to be a job for men. 
Other women worked in the government and in factories. Thousands of 
women ran farms.

Both sides used the latest technology. Railroads moved 
hundreds of thousands of soldiers and huge amounts of supplies. 
Telegraphs helped both governments communicate with their 
armies. Both sides also used the latest military inventions, such as the 
rifle musket and ironclad warships. 

Southern states seceded (or broke away) from 
the United States. The Southern states formed a 
new country called the Confederate States of 
America.  

The Northern states 
that remained part 
of the United States 
of America were 
also called the 
Union.  

The Confederate 
States in the South 
created their own 
flag. They were also 
known as “Rebels” 
to the states that 
remained part of the 
Union. 

How did the war touch the lives of 
women?  

In the beginning women were ___________ 

___________________________________ 

__________________________________. 

During the war, many of them became 

___________________________________ 

__________________________________. 

railroads telegraph 
military 

inventions 
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

Millions of slaves affected by war 

No group was more directly affected than the four million slaves, who 
emerged from the war with their freedom. Most white Northerners did 
not see slavery as the main cause of the war. They simply wanted to 
keep the country together. As the fighting dragged on, Lincoln told 
them that freeing the slaves would help end the war more quickly. In 
time, white Northerners accepted this. The slaves were officially 
emancipated, or freed, in December 1865. This was when the U.S. 
government passed the 13th Amendment to the Constitution, which 
made it against the law to own slaves. 

=
The cost of the war was huge. More American soldiers lost their lives 
than in all other wars combined up through 1975. The war destroyed 
the Confederate states' economy, which relied on slaves to grow crops. 
On the other hand, the Northern economy did very well. 

Americans remembered the war in different ways. Most white 
Northerners remembered it as a fight to save the Union. Black 
Americans remembered it as a fight for freedom. Many Southern 
celebrated the Confederacy and tried to ignore the fact that slavery was 
the real cause of the war. 

Gary W. Gallagher is a professor of history at the University of Virginia. His books include "The Union War" 
and "The Confederate War," as well as "Causes Won, Lost, and Forgotten: How Hollywood and Popular 
Art Shape What We Know About the Civil War.

How did the war impact the lives of 
slaves?  

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

__________________________________. 

How did the end of the war impact the 
economies of the North and South?  

The Southern economy ___________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________  

___________________________________ 

__________________________________. 

The Northern economy __________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

__________________________________. 
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Civil War: A Defining Moment in U.S. 
History 
Directions: 
1. Read the text.
2. Stop and Jot what you Notice and Wonder about at least 3

elements in the first column.

Text Elements Notice 
I see… 

I notice... 

Wonder 
How come…? 

Why…? 

Text Features 

❏ Title
❏ Subheadings
❏ Picture
❏ Caption
❏ Bold, Italicized words
❏ Map

❏ Diagram

Text Structure 

❏ Chronological
❏ Problem/Solution
❏ Cause/Effect
❏ Compare/Contrast

❏ Description

Time Period 

❏ Is this about the
present or the past? 

❏ How is the time period
similar and different to 
present-day? 

Events or Effects 

❏ What happened?

❏ Why did it happen?

Day 10
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Day 11

Civil War: A Defining 
Moment in U.S. History

1787

1860

February 
1861

April 1861

1861
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Civil War: A Defining 
Moment in U.S. History

1862

1863

1865

December 
1865

Day 11
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

Quiz 

1 Why did the South want to leave the United States? 

(A) Northern states wanted to change the Constitution to outlaw slavery.

(B) Southern states did not want to share an economy with the North.

(C) Northern and Southern states did not agree on who should be allowed to own slaves.

(D) Northern and Southern states were competing for control of the railroads and rivers.

2 Which of the following are two main ideas of the article? 

1. The Northern and Southern states disagreed over whether or not people should have
slaves.

2. The Confederacy was formed when Southern states decided not to be a part of the United
States.

3. Abraham Lincoln was elected president in 1860 and allowed slavery to remain in Southern
states.

4. The Northern states won the Civil War and millions of slaves were awarded their freedom.

(A) 1 and 3

(B) 2 and 3

(C) 3 and 4

(D) 1 and 4

3 How did Abraham Lincoln feel about slavery when he was first elected president? 

(A) He wanted to abolish slavery throughout the South.

(B) He wanted slaves to join the Union army to fight for their freedom.

(C) He did not want there to be slaves in any of the new states in the West.

(D) He did not want freed or runaway slaves to move to the North.

4 Which detail BEST reflects the main goal of the Confederate army? 

(A) to move supplies on the railroads

(B) to attack the Northern states

(C) to defend their right to slaves

(D) to try to elect a new president

5 What is MOST likely one of the reasons the Union won the Civil War? 

(A) It had more soldiers fighting in its  army.

(B) It had better technology and  inventions.

(C) It let women fight in the war as  soldiers.

(D) It used the railroad to move its  supplies.

Ask your teacher for the answers to the quiz. Make corrections if needed. Day 10 and Day 11
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

6 Based on the article, why were slaves important to the Southern states? 

(A) Slaves helped start the Confederacy.

(B) Slaves helped take care of their families.

(C) Slaves helped grow crops on the farms.

(D) Slaves helped fight in the Civil War.

7 What was one way the Civil War changed the culture of the United States? 

(A) New railroads were built to connect the North and South.

(B) People in southern states started to work in factories instead of farms.

(C) Women began working in jobs outside the home for the first time.

(D) Many former slaves began moving to territories in the West.

8 What effect did the Civil War have on women? 

(A) Women stayed home and took care of their families.

(B) Women started jobs that used to just be for men.

(C) Women helped fight in the war to end slavery.

(D) Women used telegraphs to communicate with men.
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Additional Practice: Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases 
 
 

Directions: Match the prepositional phrase to the sentence it accurately completes.  
 
 

1. In 1857, future president Abraham Lincoln was making notes  
________________________________.  
 

2. At the time, conflict was growing  
________________________________. 

 

3. The bloody contest ultimately brought an end  
_________________________. 

 

4. They also shared a reluctance to talk  
_________________________________. 

 

5. These differences could be found 
__________________________. 
 
 

Directions: Write complete and accurate sentences about last week’s NewsELA 
articles using the given prepositional phrase. The first one is done for you. 
 

1. to expand to the west 
___The attitude changed when the United States began to expand to the 

west.__________________________________________________ 
 

2. into different regions known as territories 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

3. in the North 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

4. from the United States 
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

to slavery 
 

between the North and 
South over slavery 

 
about whether slavery 

was morally acceptable 
 

in both the North and the 
South 

for an important speech 

Answer Bank 



Direct Objects 
 

Part of speech Definition Examples 

Subject 
(complete) 

The (complete) subject of a sentence tells who or 
what the sentence is about. 

My grandfather began to think 
about his own childhood.   

Direct object The direct object is a noun or pronoun that 
receives the action of the verb. A direct object 
can be a word or phrase. 

Congress makes important laws. 

 
To find the direct object, first find the subject and the verb. Then ask, “whom?” 

or “what?” For example: 

 
Helpful hint: A direct object will 

almost never be in a 
prepositional phrase. 

__________________________________ 
 

Practice 
Directions: For each sentence from last week’s texts, identify the subject, the verb, and the direct object. 

 

1. The North and South were able to avoid direct conflicts. 
a. Subject:_________________________________ 

b. Verb:___________________________________ 

c. Direct Object:_____________________________ 
 

2. The growing power of the Southern states worried people in the North. 
a. Subject:_________________________________ 

b. Verb:___________________________________ 

c. Direct Object:_____________________________ 
 

3. One person who shared these ideas was Abraham Lincoln. 
a. Subject:_________________________________ 

b. Verb:___________________________________ 

c. Direct Object:_____________________________ 

White Southerners wanted the government to do more to protect slavery. 
 

subject verb direct object 

Who/what is the sentence 
about? White Southerners 

 
What action are they 

doing/taking? wanted 
 

Whom/what did they want? 
the government 

subject verb direct object 
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Week 3 Goals and Daily Agendas 

Goals for the Week How will I reach these goals? 

1. Learn the meaning of 15 new vocabulary words. Complete the Glossary pages and quiz yourself. 

2. Learn about key events and people during the Civil
War era.

Use the QR code to watch a video before you reach each 
article. 

3. Read four articles about the events leading up to the
Civil War.

Complete the Notice and Wonder organizer the first time 
you read each article.  

Complete the Stop and Jot organizer the second time you 
read each article.  

4. Track your comprehension as you read each story.

5. Answer questions about each story. Complete the Quiz. 

6. Build your reading fluency with daily practice. Complete the Fluency Practice sheet for each day. 

7. Strengthen your grammar skills with daily practice. Complete the Grammar Practice sheet for each day. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Day 11 Day 12 Day 13 Day 14 Day 15 

Review Vocabulary. 

Read “Civil War: A 
Defining Moment in US 
History.” 

Complete Stop and Jot 
organizer. 

Complete Quiz 
Corrections. 

Fluency Practice. 

Grammar Practice 

Preview Vocabulary. 

Watch “Blood and 
Glory: The Civil War in 
Color: Lincoln's 
Gettysburg Address.” 

Read Heart and Soul: 
Chapter 4: Lincoln’s 
War. 

Complete Notice and 
Wonder organizer. 

Complete Quiz. 

Fluency Practice. 

Grammar Practice 

Review Vocabulary. 

Read Heart and Soul: 
Chapter 4: Lincoln’s 
War. 

Complete Stop and Jot 
organizer. 

Complete Quiz 
Corrections. 

Fluency Practice. 

Grammar Practice 

Preview Vocabulary. 

Watch “Black Soldiers: 
The Civil War in Four 
Minutes.” 

Read “Black Soldiers in 
the Civil War.” 

Complete Notice and 
Wonder organizer. 

Complete Quiz. 

Fluency Practice. 

Grammar Practice 

Review Vocabulary. 

Read “Black Soldiers in 
the Civil War.” 

Complete Stop and Jot 
organizer. 

Complete Quiz 
Corrections. 

Fluency Practice.  

Grammar Practice 
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Fluency  Practice 

Directions: 
1. Day 1: Read the text carefully and annotate to help you read fluently.
2. Each day:

a. Practice reading the text three to five times.
b. Evaluate your progress by placing a √+, √, or √- in each unshaded box.
c. Ask someone (adult or peer) to listen and evaluate you as well.

3. Last day: Respond to the self-reflection questions.

A bunch of local boys met up after their work, pretending to soldier. You couldn’t get many boys to stick up 
for U.S. Grant and the North that April. Only the Henson boys and Gideon Hickman and Jack Popejoy. And 
Noah. 

You could hear them from up here, barking out their raggedy commands: “Draw saber! By the right flank, 
quick trot, march!” Like they knew all about it….

…Down the road by the old stone structure that served as a schoolhouse, a bigger bunch of boys drilled. But
they drilled for the South and Jeff Davis….

They’d divvied up, some for the North, more for the South. Why didn’t they just fight it out right here in the 
road, fair and square? Did they even know it could end with them killing one another in some godforsaken 
loblolly far from home? I couldn’t get my mind around it, and I’d always thought I understood Noah. We were 
twins, and I swore I could hear his heart beat. 

Peck, Richard. The River Between Us. 2003. Puffin Books, 2005, pp. 25–26.

Copyright © 2016 Great Minds®

G5  M3  Handout 17A • WIT & WISDOM™
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Days 11-15
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Student 
Performance 
Checklist:

Day 11 Day 12 Day 13 Day 14

You Listener* You Listener* You Listener* You Listener*

Accurately 
read the 
passage 3–5 
times.

Read with 
appropriate 
phrasing and 
pausing.

Read with 
appropriate 
expression.

Read 
articulately 
at a good 
pace and 
an audible 
volume.

G5  M3  Handout 17A • WIT & WISDOM™

05.03.Student Edition.indb   2 9/20/17   2:09 PM

*Adult or peer

Day 15

Self-reflection: What choices did you make when deciding how to read this passage, and why? What would you like to 
improve on or try differently next time? (Thoughtfully answer these questions on this paper.)

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Day 12 

❏ 1. Preview Vocabulary.
❏ 2. Watch “Blood and Glory: The Civil War in Color: Lincoln's Gettysburg Address.”

Open the camera app on your phone to scan the QR code and watch. 

❏ 3. Notice and Wonder about Heart and Soul: Chapter 4: Lincoln’s War.
❏ 4. Complete Quiz. Go back in the text to find the answers.

❏ 5. Fluency Practice
❏ Read the passage out loud.
❏ Rate yourself using the checklist.
❏ Read to someone else.
❏ Ask the person you read with to rate you using the checklist.

❏ 6. Grammar Practice

❏ 7. Set a Goal. I will be successful if I __________________________________________________________________
To meet my goal, I should ___________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
I will know I have reached my goal when _______________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

Day 13 

❏ 1. Review Vocabulary.

❏ 2. Stop and Jot about Heart and Soul: Chapter 4: Lincoln’s War.
❏ 3. Complete Quiz Corrections. Get the answers from your teacher and make corrections.

❏ 4. Fluency Practice
❏ Read the passage out loud.
❏ Rate yourself using the checklist.
❏ Read to someone else.
❏ Ask the person you read with to rate you using the checklist.

❏ 5. Grammar Practice

❏ 6. Reflect. Did you meet your goal? __________________________________________________________
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Heart & Soul, Chapter 4: Lincoln’s War 

Directions: Use the words from the chart below to help you understand the article. 

Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write a sentence from the article 
with the vocabulary word. 

Rebels Noun A group who 
opposes a 
government. 

(Example: The 
Confederacy) 

Union Noun An agreement 
between 
states with 
common 
interests. 

(Example: The 
North) 

Appeal Verb To request a 
change in a 
decision. 

Day 12
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Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write a sentence from the article 
with the vocabulary word. 

Yankee Noun The name 
given by the 
rebels to 
describe 
someone who 
fought for the 
Union Army. 

Robert E. Lee Noun Highly 
respected 
commander of 
the 
Confederate 
Army. 
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Heart & Soul, Chapter 4: Lincoln’s War 

Directions: Use the words from the chart below to help you understand the article. 

Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write your own sentence with 
the vocabulary word. 

Rebels Noun A group who 
opposes a 
government. 

(Example: The 
Confederacy) 

Union Noun An agreement 
between 
states with 
common 
interests. 

(Example: The 
North) 

Appeal Verb To request a 
change in a 
decision. 
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Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write your own sentence with 
the vocabulary word. 

Yankee Noun The name 
given by the 
rebels to 
describe 
someone who 
fought for the 
Union Army. 

Robert E. Lee Noun Highly 
respected 
commander of 
the 
Confederate 
Army. 
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Heart and Soul: The Story of America and African Americans
4 

Lincoln’s War 

“Surely ‘war is hell’-but slavery is worse.” 
-Nat Love, former slave

The good Lord blessed the South with beautiful country. There are 

big green mountains and wide rivers full of jumpin’ fish, and cypress swamps 

and forests with giant trees as tall as buildings, each full of squeakin’ birds 

and critters. There are even white sand beaches with warm water and palm 

trees. Most important, the South is blessed with deep rich soil capable of 

raising crops of all kinds. It’s the reason so many plantations were built down 

South. Larger plantations had beautiful gardens and big houses with rows of 

oak trees draped with Spanish moss. They were filled with the finest things: 

grandfather clocks, velvet and silk couches, expensive rugs, and chandeliers 

of colored glass. Visitors to the property might have felt like they had just 

reached the gardens of heaven. That was until they caught sight of African 

men and women slaves whose raggedy clothes, sad faces, and smelly 

bodies revealed the ugly truth that this was no heaven at all. Those fancy 

homes came at the high price of blood and sweat of people who never knew 

liberty. The time would come when all of those white folks in the North and 

What might visitors to the 
South think when they visited 
the plantations?  

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

Day 12 and Day 13
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the South who benefited from slavery would pay dearly for the trouble it had 

started.  

That time came to pass in the spring of 1861. It was very tense after 

the South had left the Union. Most of the Union troops stationed in the 

South gave up their posts and went North--all but the one who withdrew to 

Fort Sumter off the coast of South Carolina. Confederate “Rebel” troops 

surrounded them and cut off all their supplies. Finally, early one morning it 

reached the boiling point. The Rebels fired first and showered the fort with 

cannonballs until the next day. Surprisingly, no one was killed, but the for 

took a beating and the Union troops surrendered. It was the start of the Civil 

War.  

Pap was a young man when the war began. When the line was drawn 

between the Union and the Confederacy, some southern families who lived 

in border states had to choose sides. Rather than stay in the Union, a handful 

of slave owners abandoned their plantations and sent their slaves south into 

the Confederacy. When Maryland sided with the Union, slaves on Pap’s 

plantation were split between the master’s two older sons in Virginia. Pap 

and some thirty other slaves were sent to a plantation in Richmond owned 

by the master’s eldest son. A few months after they had settled there, Pap 

was out in the cotton fields when he heard a loud boom. Sounded like 

thunder, only there weren’t any rain clouds. He heard it again, and all of the 

slaves were frightened. The overseer said it was the sound of cannons. “Just 

over that hill, the Rebels are killin’ the Yankees for trying to steal our 

property,” he said. “They gon’ kill you too if they catch you.” Pap wondered 

just what property the overseer was talking about--ol’ overseer didn’t own a 

thing. Pretty soon they all got used to the sound of the cannons.  

There was fighting all over the place. Slaves kept quiet around white 

folks but gossiped amongst each other about how Abe Lincoln was going to 

free the slaves. Pap couldn’t wait on Uncle Abe, though. When the fighting 

came close enough, he upped and ran to the Yankee lines. Turned out they 

How did the Civil War start?  

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

The Union (Northern States) 
was  

a) For slavery
b) Against slavery

The Confederacy (Southern 
States) was 

a) For slavery
b) Against slavery

What happened to Pap when 
Maryland joined the Union 
side of the war?  

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 
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didn’t kill him like the overseer had said they would, but they had him 

working hard as the devil, digging ditches and clearing dead and wounded 

soldiers from the battlefield; and he didn’t eat as well as he had on the 

plantation. But he didn’t care. He was free! And would you believe that the 

Missus had the nerve to be heartbroken when he ran away? Other slaves 

who made it to the Yankee lines told Pap she said he “deserted” them. 

Chile, please! You can’t blame a person for taking his freedom when he gets 

the chance.  

Pap said the battlefields were terrible, noisy places--one steady roar 

of guns and cannons. The windows in towns nearby were all broken from the 

shaking of the cannon blasts. On the ground, men were scattered round 

everywhere dead or wounded, some cussin’ and some prayin’. Some 

moanin’, and crying for water and great God a-mighty.  

Black folks weren’t allowed to fight in the early part of the war, only 

bury dead soldiers or build army camps. But they longed to be in the fight 

The Cmore than anything. They knew that if the South had its way, there’d 

be slaves from Canada to Florida. Frederick Dounglass published antislavery 

appeals to the president in his newspaper and even met with him in person 

to convince him that it was time to put black folks in the war. Lincoln wasn’t 

so sure about it. And he was slow, honey, slow as molasses to make up his 

mind. It took some doing, but in July of 1862 he finally agreed and allowed 

black folks in the army, although they had to wait until the year was out to 

join the blacks-only regiments, and were paid less than white soldiers. Pap 

got his change to fight, too, and joined those boys who tried to take Fort 

Wagner in South Carolina. The good Lord must have been with him ‘cause 

somehow he got through the battle without a scrape. The army was good 

for putting black soldiers in all kinds of dangerous situations that they had 

What was Pap’s experience 
like in the Union (Yankee) 
Army?  

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

When were black soldiers 
allowed to fight in for the 
Union Army? 

__________________________ 

Who helped convince 
Abraham Lincoln to let black 
soldier fight for the Union? 

__________________________ 
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no business being in. But they fought anyway and earned the respect of 

their fellow soldiers. Black folks everywhere were proud of them. 

Not long after that Lincoln set the slaves free. Well, most of them. 

He had heard that slaves were forced to help the South stay in the war by 

building their camps and digging trenches. If Lincoln freed the slaves, he 

would force the Rebels to have to do all that work themselves and cripple 

their numbers on the battlefield. So he set free all of the slaves in Rebel 

states by issuing his Emancipation Proclamation even though the 

Confederacy didn’t recognize the power of the president of the Union. (The 

Proclamation didn’t apply to some border states, though, because they 

weren’t part of the Confederacy.) So to sweeten the pot Lincoln promised 

freedom to slaves in the Rebel states who fought in the Union army. And, 

honey, when the slaves heard that freedom part, heaps of them ran off to 

the Union, especially the ones in the border states.  

Lincoln gave the Rebels states ‘til the end of the year to surrender 

and rejoin the Union. None of them did though. So on the first day of 

January of 1863, all of the slaves were set free! Lord have mercy and 

hallelujah! It was a day that many folks thought would never come.  

The war was over about two years later. The papers said that black 

soldiers made all the difference in the war, helping finish off the Rebels 

about a year early. Pap returned to his old plantation with two white soldiers 

to tell all the slaves that they were free. “Mens and womens,” he told them, 

“you are today as free as white folks. You are free to do as you like ‘cause 

Abraham Lincoln done decreed that you are.” Pap saw his old master 

standing on the porch lookin’ mighty sad. He went over to him and said in a 

very low voice, “Bottom rail on the top now, suh.”  

 There was a lot of excitement among the slaves. They were rejoicin’ 

and singin’. They danced and had a big jamboree! Some of them looked 

puzzled, not sure what to do. Some folks upped the left right away, 

wandering between plantations looking for lost relatives and loved ones. 

Most folks stayed put until they could figure out what to do with their 

newfound freedom.  

Just like that, four million Negro slaves were set free. Black folks 

were thankful to the heavens and to Abe Lincoln for having the courage to 

do what he felt was the right thing. The jamboree didn’t last long though. 

Lincoln for having the courage to do what he felt was the right thing. The 

jamboree didn’t last long though. Lincoln was shot dead a few days after 

Confederate General Robert E. Lee surrendered. Lincoln’s vice president, 

Andrew Johnson, became president, and we quickly learned that he was no 

friend to black folks.  

What did the Emancipation 
Proclamation do?  

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

What was one reason 
Abraham Lincoln issued the 
Emancipation Proclamation? 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

What happened to all of the 
enslaved people about the 
Union won the Civil War?  

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

What happened to Abraham 
Lincoln after the Union won 
the Civil War?   

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 
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Heart and Soul: Chapter 4-Lincoln’s War 
Directions: 
1. Read the text.
2. Stop and Jot what you Notice and Wonder about at least 3

elements in the first column.

Text Elements Notice 
I see… 

I notice... 

Wonder 
How come…? 

Why…? 

Text Features 

❏ Title
❏ Subheadings
❏ Picture
❏ Caption
❏ Bold, Italicized words
❏ Map

❏ Diagram

Text Structure 

❏ Chronological
❏ Problem/Solution
❏ Cause/Effect
❏ Compare/Contrast

❏ Description

Time Period 

❏ Is this about the
present or the past? 

❏ How is the time period
similar and different to 
present-day? 

Events or Effects 

❏ What happened?

❏ Why did it happen?

Day 12
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Heart and Soul Chapter 
4: Lincoln's War

1861

1862

1863

• The Confederate Army

• Pap

• Frederick Douglass

• Abraham Lincoln

1865

• Maryland

• Pap

Day 13

110



Indirect Objects 
 
 

Part of speech Definition Examples 

Direct object The direct object is a noun or pronoun that 
receives the action of the verb. A direct object 
can be a word or phrase. 

Congress makes important laws. 

Indirect object The indirect object is a noun or pronoun that 
receives the action of the direct object. Ask, 
“who or what will receive the direct object?” 

The government changed the 
laws for immigrants. 

 
Helpful hint: An indirect object might 

follow a preposition (especially “to” or 
“for”), and will then be a part of a 

prepositional phrase. 
__________________________________ 

 

Practice 
 

Directions: For each sentence from this week’s text, identify the subject, the verb, the direct 
object, and the indirect object. 

 

1. The people of Kansas were preparing a vote for or against slavery. 
 

a. Subject:______________________ 
 

b. Verb:________________________ 

 

c. Direct Object:__________________ 
 

d. Indirect Object:_________________ 
 

2. Brown wanted to send a message to his pro-slavery neighbors.  
 

e. Subject:______________________ 
 

f. Verb:________________________ 

 

g. Direct Object:__________________ 
 

h. Indirect Object:_________________ 

The Southerner states supported 
 
 
 

slavery of African Americans. 
 

Who/what is the sentence 
about? The Southern states 

 
What action are they 

doing/taking? supported 
 

Whom/what did they 
support? slavery 

 
Who will be enslaved? African 

Americans 

subject verb 

direct object indirect object 



Independent and Dependent Clauses 

 

Part of sentence Definition Examples 

Independent 
clause 

An independent clause is a group of words that 
contains a subject and verb, and expresses a complete 
thought. It is able to stand alone as a sentence.   

The U.S. sent many workers 
back by force.  

Dependent 
clause 

A dependent clause is a group of words that contains a 
subject and verb, and does not express a complete 
thought. It cannot stand by itself as a sentence.  

When the U.S. sent workers 
back by force 

__________________________________ 
 

Practice 
 

Directions: Determine if the clauses in the answer bank are independent or dependent, 
and write them in the correct column. 

 
 

 

Independent Clause 
  

 

Dependent Clause 
  

 

 

_________________________________

_________________________________ 

  
 

 

_________________________________

_________________________________ 

 
 

 

_________________________________

_________________________________ 

 

 

 

_________________________________

_________________________________ 

  
 

 

_________________________________

_________________________________ 

 
 

 

_________________________________

_________________________________ 

 

A clause is a group of words that contains a subject and a verb. They are the building blocks of sentences. 

 
 
Pap was a young man                    When the war began                       
 
Although they had to wait              There was fighting all over the place  
 
But he didn’t care                            Black folks weren’t allowed to fight   

Answer Bank 



Day 14 

❏ 1. Preview Vocabulary.
❏ 2. Watch “Black Soldiers: The Civil War in Four Minutes.”

Open the camera app on your phone to scan the QR code and watch. 

❏ 3. Notice and Wonder about “Black Soldiers in the Civil War.”
❏ 4. Complete Quiz. Go back in the text to find the answers.

❏ 5. Fluency Practice
❏ Read the passage out loud.
❏ Rate yourself using the checklist.
❏ Read to someone else.
❏ Ask the person you read with to rate you using the checklist.

❏ 6. Grammar Practice

❏ 7. Set a Goal. I will be successful if I __________________________________________________________________
To meet my goal, I should ___________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
I will know I have reached my goal when _______________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

Day 15 

❏ 1. Review Vocabulary.

❏ 2. Stop and Jot about “Black Soldiers in the Civil War.”
❏ 3. Complete Quiz Corrections. Get the answers from your teacher and make corrections.

❏ 4. Fluency Practice
❏ Read the passage out loud.
❏ Rate yourself using the checklist.
❏ Read to someone else.
❏ Ask the person you read with to rate you using the checklist.

❏ 5. Grammar Practice

❏ 6. Reflect. Did you meet your goal? __________________________________________________________
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Article: Black Soldiers in the Civil War 

Directions: Use the words from the chart below to help you understand the article. 

Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write a sentence from the article 
with the vocabulary word. 

Forbid Verb To refuse to 
allow 
something. 

54th  
Regiment of 
Massachusetts 

Noun A volunteer 
African- 
American 
regiment for 
the Union 
Army. 

Medal of Honor Noun Highest 
military award 
given in the 
United States. 

Day 14
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Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write a sentence from the article 
with the vocabulary word. 

Captive Noun A person who 
has been 
taken 
prisoner. 

Segregated Adjective Divided or 
apart from 
one another. 
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Article: Black Soldiers in the Civil War 

Directions: Use the words from the chart below to help you understand the article. 

Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write your  own sentence with 
the vocabulary word. 

Forbid Verb To refuse to 
allow 
something. 

54th  
Regiment of 
Massachusetts 

Noun A volunteer 
African- 
American 
regiment for 
the Union 
Army. 

Medal of Honor Noun Highest 
military award 
given in the 
United States. 

Day 15
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Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write your own sentence with 
the vocabulary word. 

Captive Noun A person who 
has been 
taken 
prisoner. 

Segregated Adjective Divided or 
apart from 
one another. 
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

Word Picture Definition 
Confederacy The Confederate States of America, 

commonly referred to as the 
Confederacy, was an unrecognized 
republic in North America that 
existed from 1861 to 1865 

Abraham Lincoln
an American statesman and lawyer 
who served as the 16th president of 
the United States who led the nation 
through its greatest moral, 
constitutional, and political crisis in 
the American Civil War. 

declining
becoming smaller, fewer, or less; 
decreasing. 

recruiting
refers to the overall process of 
selecting and appointing suitable 
candidates for jobs  

discrimination
the unjust or prejudicial treatment of 
different categories of people or 
things, especially on the grounds of 
race, age, or sex. 

Day 14 and Day 15
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

Black Soldiers in the Civil War 
By The National Archives, adapted by Newsela staff on 12.23.16 Word 
Count 659 Level 830L 

African-American guards of the 107th United States Colored Troops pose outside a guard house at Fort Corcoran. It was built by the Union Army in 
northern Virginia as part of the defenses of Washington, D.C. during the American Civil War. Corbis Historical/Getty Images

The Civil War was fought between the Northern and Southern states more 
than 150 years ago. It was caused mainly by a disagreement over slavery. 
The war began in April 1861, when the Southern states insisted on their 
right to leave the United States. They formed their own country called the 
Confederacy. 

After the war began, free black men in the North rushed to joined the 
U.S. Army. However, they were turned away. This was because of a law 
from 1792 that forbid African-Americans from serving in U.S. military 
units. The law was still in place even though African-Americans had 
fought in the American Revolution and the War of 1812. In Boston, 
Massachusetts, black men who wanted to serve in uniform joined 
together. They asked the government to change the law. 

President Abraham Lincoln and other officials considered letting black 
men join the military. But some were concerned that this would upset the 
border states between the North and the South. They worried that more 
states would break away from the United States. But by the middle of 
1862, the number of white volunteers was declining. The Northern 
Army needed more troops. As a result, the government decided to 
reconsider allowing African-Americans into the army.  

What happened to the 
Southern states in 1861? 

a. They ended the slavery
b. They formed their own

country called the
Confederacy.

Day 14 and Day 15
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

Army beings recruiting black soldiers 
On January 1, 1863, President Lincoln issued the Emancipation 
Proclamation. It freed all of the slaves. Soon the U.S. Army began 
recruiting black soldiers. Volunteers from South Carolina, Tennessee 
and Massachusetts filled the first official black regiments. Recruitment 
was slow until black leaders such as Frederick Douglass encouraged black 
men to become soldiers. These leaders believed that African-Americans 
would win equal rights if they helped protect the United States. 
Volunteers began to respond, and in May 1863 the government created a 
group to manage the growing numbers of black soldiers. 

By the end of the Civil War, about 179,000 black men served as soldiers in 
the U.S. Army. In other words, 1 out of every 10 soldiers was African-
American. Another 19,000 black men served in the Navy. Black 
carpenters, cooks, guards, nurses, spies and doctors also contributed to 
the war cause. 

Black units faced discrimination in the North and South 

Black units did not get as many chances to fight as they might have. This 
was because they still faced discrimination in both the North and the 
South. Still, the soldiers served with honor in a number of battles across 
the South. In July 1853, the 54th Regiment of Massachusetts 
Volunteers fought bravely in the attack on Fort Wagner, South 
Carolina. The 54th Regiment was one of the first official African-
American units in the Civil War. Over half of its troops died in the Fort 
Wagner battle. The battle was memorably depicted in the movie "Glory." 
By the end of the war, 16 black soldiers had been awarded the Medal of 
Honor for their courage.  

Black soldiers faced all the dangers of war. But they also faced additional 
problems because of racism. Even in the North there was widespread 
discrimination, including unfair treatment within the U.S. military. Black 
soldiers were forced to serve in their own segregated regiments, usually 

Why did the government decide to 
change their minds about allowing 
African Americans into the army?  

The government changed its mind  

because _____________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

What did leaders believe would 
happen if black men became 
soldiers?  

Leaders believed _______________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

under the command of white officers. For the first few years of the war, 
black soldiers were only paid $7 each month. White soldiers received $13 
each month. It was not until June 1864 that black soldiers were given 
equal pay.  

Black captives in the South treated harshly 

Black soldiers also faced greater danger than white soldiers when they 
were captured by the South. In 1863 the South threatened to turn black 
soldiers into slaves. President Lincoln threatened to hurt Southern 
prisoners of war in return. In general, this threat restrained the 
Southerners. 

However, black captives were still treated more harshly than white 
captives. Perhaps the worst abuse took place at Fort Pillow, Tennessee. 
There, Southern soldiers captured and killed black U.S. soldiers. Southern 
General Nathan B. Forrest witnessed the slaughter. He did nothing to 
stop it. 

According to the text, what kind of 
discrimination did Black soldiers 
face?  

_____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 

____________________________ 
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Black Soldiers in the Civil War 
Directions: 
1. Read the text.
2. Stop and Jot what you Notice and Wonder about at least 3

elements in the first column.

Text Elements Notice 
I see… 

I notice... 

Wonder 
How come…? 

Why…? 

Text Features 

❏ Title
❏ Subheadings
❏ Picture
❏ Caption
❏ Bold, Italicized words
❏ Map

❏ Diagram

Text Structure 

❏ Chronological
❏ Problem/Solution
❏ Cause/Effect
❏ Compare/Contrast

❏ Description

Time Period 

❏ Is this about the
present or the past? 

❏ How is the time period
similar and different to 
present-day? 

Events or Effects 

❏ What happened?

❏ Why did it happen?

Day 14 
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Black Soldiers in the Civil War 

Directions: 
1. Reread the article.
2. Stop after each section and complete a row of the organizer below. 

3. Review what you wrote and summarize the main ideas of the article.

Section Sentence 
Choose a meaningful sentence that captures 

the main idea of the section. 

Phrase 
Choose a phrase that moved, engaged, 

or provoked you. 

Word 
Choose a word that captures your 
attention or you think is powerful. 

Introduction 

Army Begins 
Recruiting 

Black Soldiers 

Black Units 
Face 

Discrimination 
in the North 
and South 

Black Captives 
in the South 

Treated 
Harshly 

Day 15

123



Main Ideas:  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Quiz 

1 Read the introduction [paragraphs 1-3]. 

Select the paragraph that suggests some government representatives worried that allowing black soldiers into the Army would 
cause more harm than good. 

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

2 Select the sentence from the section "Army begins recruiting black soldiers" that shows African-Americans played an important 
role in the North's success during the Civil War. 

(A) Volunteers from South Carolina, Tennessee and Massachusetts filled the first official black regiments.

(B) Recruitment was slow until black leaders such as Frederick Douglass encouraged black men to become
soldiers.

(C) These leaders believed that African-Americans would win equal rights if they helped protect the United
States.

(D) By the end of the Civil War, about 179,000 black men served as soldiers in the U.S. Army.

3 Which of the following are two MAIN ideas from the article? 

1. African-Americans did not receive the same treatment as white soldiers in the Army.
2. In July 1853, the 54th Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteers attacked Fort Wagner, South

Carolina.
3. Black soldiers were paid only $7 per month, whereas white soldiers received $13 per month.
4. Black soldiers faced additional dangers in the Civil War.

(A) 1 and 3

(B) 2 and 3

(C) 1 and 4

(D) 2 and 4

4 Which detail BEST supports the article's central idea? 

(A) The Civil War was fought between the Northern and Southern states more than 150 years ago. It was
caused mainly by a disagreement about slavery.

(B) The war began in April 1861, when the Southern states insisted on their right to leave the United States.
They formed their own country called the Confederacy.

(C) In other words, 1 out of every 10 soldiers was African-American. Another 19,000 black men served in
the Navy. Black carpenters, cooks, guards, nurses, spies and doctors also contributed to the war cause.

(D) Perhaps the worst abuse took place at Fort Pillow, Tennessee. There, Southern soldiers captured and
killed black U.S. soldiers. Southern General Nathan B. Forrest witnessed the slaughter. He did nothing to
stop it.

Ask your teacher for the answers to the quiz. Make corrections if needed. Day 14 and Day 15

125



Conjunctions 

Part of speech Definition Examples 

Coordinating 
conjunction 

A coordinating conjunction is used to join two 
independent clauses into one sentence. It shows 
that both ideas are equally important. The most 
common are: and, or, but, nor, for, yet, so 

- The United States was in a war, 
and many men were away from 
home fighting. 

Subordinating 
conjunction 

A subordinating conjunction is used to join two 
words, phrases, or clauses where one idea is more 
important than the other, often an independent 
clause and a dependent clause.  

- Although they weren’t supposed 
to, many braceros stayed in the 
United States. 

Helpful hint: Here’s a test to see if the conjunction is coordinating or subordinating: 
If you were to take it out and make the clauses two separate sentences, would the 

meaning change? 

__________________________________ 
Practice 

Directions: Determine if the bolded word in the sentence is a coordinating conjunction or a 
subordinating conjunction. 

1. When the line was drawn between the Union and the Confederacy, some southern
families who lived in border states had to choose sides.

This is a _________________________ conjunction. 

2. If Lincoln freed the slaves, he would force the Rebels to have to do all that work
themselves and cripple their numbers on the battlefield.

This is a _________________________ conjunction. 

3. The Proclamation didn’t apply to some border states because they weren’t part of the
Confederacy.

This is a _________________________ conjunction. 

4. Lincoln’s vice president, Andrew Johnson, became president, and we quickly learned that
he was no friend to black folks.

This is a _________________________ conjunction. 

A conjunction is a word that connects two words, clauses, or sentences. 
The conjunction helps to show the relationship between the two ideas. 
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Simple and Compound Sentences

A simple sentence... is made up of one independent clause standing alone. 

A compound sentence... is made up of at least two independent clauses, which 
are almost always separated by a comma and joined 
together by a coordinating conjunction. 

__________________________________ 
Practice 

Directions: For the following sentences, identify them with an “S” for “Simple”, or a “C” for 
“Compound”. If it is a compound sentence, underline the coordinating conjunction. 

1. The Civil War was fought between the Northern and Southern states more
than 150 years ago.

S C 

2. It was caused mainly by a disagreement over slavery. S C 

3. On January 1, 1863, President Lincoln issued the Emancipation
Proclamation, and it freed all of the slaves.

S C 

4. Volunteers began to respond, and in May 1863 the government created a
group to manage the growing numbers of black soldiers.

S C 

5. Black soldiers faced all the dangers of war. S C 

One independent clause

Coordi
nating
Conjun
ction

,One independent clause One independent clause
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Week 4 Goals and Daily Agendas 

Goals for the Week How will I reach these goals? 

1. Learn the meaning of five new vocabulary words. Complete the Glossary pages and quiz yourself. 

2. Read one article. Complete the Stop and Jot organizer the second time you 
read each article.  

3. Track your comprehension as you read each story.

4. Answer questions about the article. Complete the Quiz. 

5. Collect evidence and plan an essay. Complete the Essay Planning Organizer. 

6. Write an essay. Complete the Essay Planning Organizer. 

7. Build your reading fluency with daily practice. Complete the Fluency Practice sheet for each day. 

8. Show what you learned about the Civil War. Complete a product from the menu. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Day 16 Day 17 Day 18 Day 19 Day 20 

Preview Vocabulary. 

Watch “Blood and Glory: 
The Civil War in Color: 
African Americans After 
the War.”  

Read “5 Things you may 
not know about Lincoln, 
slavery and emancipation.” 

Complete Stop and Jot 
organizer. 

Complete Quiz. 

Fluency Practice. 

Annotate Painted Essay 

Plan essay. 

Watch “Introduce a 
Topic More Clearly.” 

Write an introduction 
paragraph.  

Fluency Practice. 

Watch “Match Body 
Paragraph to the 
Introduction.” 

Write body paragraphs. 

Fluency Practice. 

Watch “Add a Logical 
Conclusion.” 

Write a conclusion 
paragraph. 

Complete Self-Editing 
Checklist. 

Revise Essay. 

Fluency Practice. 

Choose a product from 
the product menu to 
complete.  

Fluency Practice. 
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Fluency Practice 

Directions: 
1. Day 1: Read the text carefully and annotate to help you read fluently.
2. Each day:

a. Practice reading the text three to five times.
b. Evaluate your progress by placing a √+, √, or √- in each unshaded box.
c. Ask someone (adult or peer) to listen and evaluate you as well.

3. Last day: Respond to the self-reflection questions.

There weren’t many quiet moments in Delphine’s vicinity, but now you could hear voices from town, and the 
river lapping the bank. We sat there with our skirttails tucked under us. At last she said, “You are relieve it is 
the lamp boy who goes, and not Noah.” 

She read my heart aright. It was one of her talents. Sorry though I was to see Curry go, I could have burst into 
song right where we set that it wasn’t Noah going. Not yet. 

Somehow my heart could spare Curry. If war had never come—if Delphine had never come—it might have 
been different. But war took Curry away. And Delphine made me begin to look around myself, and farther 
from myself. I didn’t know what to make of that great world she come from, but she made me want more in 
my small one. And so Curry and me wasn’t to be. 

Peck, Richard. The River Between Us. 2003. Puffin Books, 2005, pp. 69–70..
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Student 
Performance 
Checklist:

Day 16 Day 17 Day 18 Day 19

You Listener* You Listener* You Listener* You Listener*

Accurately 
read the 
passage 3–5 
times.

Read with 
appropriate 
phrasing and 
pausing.

Read with 
appropriate 
expression.

Read 
articulately 
at a good 
pace and 
an audible 
volume.

G5  M3  Handout 21A • WIT & WISDOM™

05.03.Student Edition.indb   2 9/20/17   2:09 PM

*Adult or peer

Day 20

Self-reflection: What choices did you make when deciding how to read this passage, and why? What would you like to 
improve on or try differently next time? (Thoughtfully answer these questions on this paper.)

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Day 16 

❏ 1. Preview Vocabulary. 
❏ 2. Watch “Blood and Glory: The Civil War in Color: African Americans After the War.” 

Open the camera app on your phone to scan the QR code and watch. 

❏ 3. Stop and Jot about “5 Things you may not know about Lincoln, slavery and emancipation.” 
❏ 4. Complete Quiz. Go back in the text to find the answers. 

❏ 5. Fluency Practice 
❏ Read the passage out loud.  
❏ Rate yourself using the checklist.  
❏ Read to someone else.  
❏ Ask the person you read with to rate you using the checklist. 

❏ 6. Grammar Practice 

❏ 7. Set a Goal. 
I will be successful if I _____________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

To meet my goal, I should __________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

I will know I have reached my goal when _____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________. 

❏ 8. Reflect. 
Did you meet your goal? ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Article: 5 Things You May Not Know About Lincoln, Slavery, and 
Emancipation 

Directions: Use the words from the chart below to help you understand the article. 

Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write a sentence from the article 
with the vocabulary word. 

Enormous Adjective Very large in 
size and 
quantity.  

Deathblow Noun An event or 
action that ends 
something 
quickly. 

Realize Verb To become 
aware that 
something is 
true or factual. 

Day 16
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Word Part of 
Speech 

Definition Picture Sentence → Write a sentence from the article 
with the vocabulary word. 

Freedom Noun The right to act, 
speak, or think 
as you want 
without 
interference. 

Debate Noun To argue about 
a subject in a 
formal manner. 
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

Word Picture Definition 
Abraham Lincoln an American statesman and lawyer 

who served as the 16th president of 
the United States who led the nation 
through its greatest moral, 
constitutional, and political crisis in 
the American Civil War. 

abolished formally put an end to (a system, 
practice, or institution). 

colonization The action or process of settling 
among and establishing control over 
the indigenous people of an area. 

Day 16
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

5 things you may not know about Lincoln, 
slavery and emancipation 
By History.com, adapted by Newsela staff on 12.14.17 
Word Count 846 
Level 860L 

A portrait of Abraham Lincoln (1809–1865) by photographer Alexander Gardner in 1865. Photo from the public domain. 

On September 22, 1862, Abraham Lincoln issued the first version of 
his Emancipation Proclamation. It declared that all slaves in the 
breakaway Southern states would be emancipated, or freed, on January 
1, 1863. At the time, the Civil War had been raging for 17 months. 
Slavery still existed across the South. 

Lincoln later called the proclamation the most important act of his 
presidency. Yet, his reasons for issuing it and his views on slavery may 
surprise you. 

1. Lincoln wasn’t an abolitionist.

Lincoln believed that slavery was wrong. However, for him there was 
one big problem: It was allowed by the highest law in the land, the 
Constitution. In an 1854 speech, Lincoln laid out all the reasons he was 
against slavery. Then he admitted he didn’t know exactly what should or 
could be done to end it. Unlike Lincoln, the anti-slavery crusaders 
known as abolitionists were very clear on what should be done. Slavery 
should be immediately abolished, or ended completely, they 
declared. Freed slaves should become fully equal members of society. 
Abolitionists didn’t care about the Constitution. They saw it as unjustly 
protecting slavery and slave owners. 

The first thing we learned about 
Lincoln was that he 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

Day 16
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

Lincoln worked alongside the abolitionists, but he certainly was not 
one himself. Change would have to be slow, Lincoln felt.  

2. Lincoln didn’t believe blacks should have the same
rights as whites.

Lincoln did not think blacks should have the same rights as whites. He 
made his position completely clear during an 1858 debate with Stephen 
Douglas. At the time, Lincoln was running against Douglas in the 
Illinois race for U.S. Senate. 

Lincoln declared that he was completely against making blacks and 
whites equal. He then went on to say that he opposed blacks having the 
right to vote. He also did not believe they should be allowed to serve on 
juries or in government. 

What Lincoln did believe was that blacks had the right to be free. He 
also believed they should be paid for their labor. 

Lincoln’s views did change over time, however. On April 11, 1865, he 
gave a speech in which he argued that highly educated blacks and any 
black man who had served the Union during the Civil War should have 
the right to vote. The speech was his last before being killed. 

3. Lincoln thought colonization could resolve the issue of
slavery.

Lincoln believed colonization was the best way to deal with the 
problem of slavery. Colonization was the idea that African-
Americans should have the choice to leave the United States and settle 
in Africa or a country like Haiti. 

Even as he was writing the Emancipation Proclamation, Lincoln still 
favored colonization. In August of 1862, he invited a group of freed 
slaves to the White House. Lincoln hoped to win their support for a 
colonization plan. There are major “differences” between the races, 
and most whites do not like blacks, Lincoln told his guests. It would be 
“better for us both, therefore, to be separated.” 

Lincoln’s support of colonization deeply angered some black leaders 
and abolitionists. Both groups argued that African-Americans were just 
as much native to America as whites. Therefore, they deserved the 

The second thing we learned about 
Lincoln was that he 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

The third thing we learned about 
Lincoln was that he 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

same rights. But, some people thought colonization was a way for 
blacks to escape racism in the U.S. 

Lincoln stopped pushing for colonization after issuing the 
Emancipation Proclamation. It seemed too difficult to do. 

4. Emancipation was a military policy.

Lincoln may have hated slavery, but he didn’t see the Civil War as a 
struggle to free the nation’s 4 million slaves. The important 
thing for him was to prevent the Union from splitting in two. 

However, by 1862 thousands of Southern slaves had escaped to the 
North. Lincoln soon realized that emancipation would offer the North 
two advantages. It would further weaken the Confederacy by 
encouraging still more slaves to flee. It would also provide the Union 
with many new troops if the former slaves joined the Union army. 

For both these reasons, Lincoln issued his Emancipation Proclamation 
on September 22. Cheering crowds soon gathered at the White House. 
“I can only trust in God I have made no mistake,” the president told 
them. 

5. The Emancipation Proclamation didn’t actually free all of
the slaves.

The Emancipation Proclamation was issued as a military measure. 
Therefore, it didn’t apply to states like Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky 
and Missouri. All these states had slaves, but they had remained loyal to 
the Union. 

The proclamation also didn't apply to those parts of the Confederacy 
that were already under Union control. Lincoln hoped this would win 
the support of whites in those states. 

Thus, the Emancipation Proclamation didn’t immediately free a single 
slave. It only covered the Southern states currently fighting against the 
Union. Those states simply ignored the proclamation. 

Still, Lincoln’s proclamation had an enormous effect. It helped change 
his own views on slavery. It also marked a turning point in the Civil 
War. 

By war’s end, 200,000 black men had fought on the Union side. 
Together they helped strike a deathblow against slavery. Their courage 
and Lincoln's proclamation paved the way for slavery's abolition by the 
13th Amendment. 

The fourth thing we learned about 
Lincoln was that he 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

The fifth thing we learned about 
Lincoln was that he 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 
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 5 Things you may not know about Lincoln, slavery and emancipation 

Directions: 
1. Reread the article.
2. Stop after each section and complete a row of the organizer below. 

3. Review what you wrote and summarize the main ideas of the article.

Section Sentence 
Choose a meaningful sentence that captures 

the main idea of the section. 

Phrase 
Choose a phrase that moved, engaged, 

or provoked you. 

Word 
Choose a word that captures your 
attention or you think is powerful. 

Introduction 

Lincoln wasn’t 
an abolitionist. 

Lincoln didn’t 
believe blacks 
should have 

the same rights 
as whites. 

Lincoln thought 
colonization 

would resolve 
the issue of 

slavery. 

Day 16
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Section Sentence 
Choose a meaningful sentence that captures 

the main idea of the section. 

Phrase 
Choose a phrase that moved, engaged, 

or provoked you. 

Word 
Choose a word that captures your 
attention or you think is powerful. 

Emancipation 
was a military 

policy 

The 
Emancipation 
Proclamation 
didn’t actually 
free all of the 

slaves. 

Main Ideas:  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 

Quiz 

1 Read the first paragraph of the article. 

On September 22, 1862, Abraham Lincoln issued the first version of his Emancipation 
Proclamation. It declared that all slaves in the breakaway Southern states would be emancipated, 
or freed, on January 1, 1863. At the time, the Civil War had been raging for 17 months. Slavery 
still existed across the South. 

Which word from the paragraph helps the reader to understand the meaning of "Proclamation"? 

(A) version

(B) declared

(C) freed

(D) raging

2 Read the paragraph from the section "The Emancipation Proclamation didn’t actually free all of the slaves." 

Still, Lincoln’s proclamation had an enormous effect. It helped change his own views on slavery. It 
also marked a turning point in the Civil War. 

What does the author mean by "turning point"? 

(A) It ended the war as soon as it was made.

(B) It made everyone agree with Lincoln right away.

(C) It changed the way the soldiers fought the war.

(D) It had an impact on the outcome of the war.

3 Read the section "Lincoln wasn't an abolitionist." 

Which answer choice BEST describes the structure of this section? 

(A) cause and effect

(B) compare and contrast

(C) problem and solution

(D) chronological order

4 Read the sections "Lincoln didn’t believe blacks should have the same rights as whites" and "Lincoln thought colonization could 
resolve the issue of slavery." 

What is the connection between these two sections? 

(A) Both explain how some of Lincoln's views changed over time.

(B) Both describe the effects of Lincoln's beliefs on the Proclamation.

(C) Both compare Lincoln's beliefs with those of abolitionists.

(D) Both outline why Lincoln believed that slavery was wrong.

Ask your teacher for the answers to the quiz. Make corrections if needed. Day 16
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Compound and Complex Sentences

A compound sentence... is made up of at least two independent clauses, which 
are almost always separated by a comma and joined 
together by a coordinating conjunction. 

A complex sentence... is made up of one independent clause and one or 
more dependent clauses connected by a coordinating 
conjunction. 

__________________________________ 
Practice 

Directions: For the following sentences, identify them with an “C” for “Compound”, or an 
“X” for “Complex”. Underline the conjunction in each sentence. 

1. The war began in April 1861, when the Southern states insisted on their right
to leave the United States.

C X 

2. After the war began, free black men in the North rushed to join the U.S.
Army.

C X 

3. President Abraham Lincoln and other officials considered letting black
men join the military, but some were concerned that this would upset the
border states between the North and the South.

C X 

4. Black units did not get as many chances to fight as they might have
because they still faced discrimination in both the North and the South.

C X 

Coordi
nating
Conjun
ction

,One independent clause One independent clause

One independent 
clause

One dependent 
clause

or 

One dependent 
clauseor Subord

inating
Conjun
ction

One independent 
clause
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Day 17 

❏ 1. Annotate Painted Essay 
❏ 2. Complete Essay Planning. 

❏ 3. Watch “Introduce a Topic More Clearly.” Open the camera app on your phone to watch. 
❏ 4. Write an introduction paragraph.  

❏ 5. Fluency Practice 
❏ Read the passage out loud.  
❏ Rate yourself using the checklist.  
❏ Read to someone else.  
❏ Ask the person you read with to rate you using the checklist. 

❏ 6. Set a Goal. I will be successful if I __________________________________________________________________ 
To meet my goal, I should ___________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
I will know I have reached my goal when _______________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

Day 18 

❏ 1. Watch “Match Body Paragraph to the Introduction.” Open the camera app on your phone to watch. 
❏ 2. Write body paragraphs.  

❏ 3. Fluency Practice 
❏ Read the passage out loud.  
❏ Rate yourself using the checklist.  
❏ Read to someone else.  
❏ Ask the person you read with to rate you using the checklist. 

❏ 4. Reflect. Did you meet your goal? __________________________________________________________ 
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Painted Essay® Template

Introduction

Thesis

point 1 point 1

Supporting Paragraph

transition

Supporting Paragraph

Conclusion
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Directions:
1. Color-code the Painted Essay Template and the

Exemplar Explanatory Essay.
2. Use the key below to color code.

a. Introduction: RED
b. Thesis: GREEN
c. Point 1: YELLOW
d. Point 2: BLUE
e. Conclusion: GREEN
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Page 1 of 2

Exemplar Explanatory Essay 
The maxim “when one door closes, another door opens” applies to people’s experiences during the Great Depression, 
a period lasting from 1929 until World War II. Many Americans during the Great Depression experienced some type of 
hardship, whether that meant a lost job, a lost farm or home, or an inability to feed or take care of their families. Because 
of these hardships, Americans had to adapt to loss and difficulty by finding a way to make something positive come from 
something negative. The communities built in Hoovervilles and the unions formed in factories show how the people of the 
Great Depression opened doors for themselves.

Unemployment and homelessness, two “closing” doors of the Great Depression, created shantytowns called Hoovervilles, 
which became home to many people. During this period, some “13 [million] to 15 million Americans were unemployed,” 
(“Hoovervilles”) and unemployment often caused homelessness. Because people could no longer pay their rent or 
mortgage, people were turned out of their homes with nowhere to go. Often young teenagers would leave their homes 
and become homeless, hoping to ease the burden they placed on their families. For some, Hoovervilles became their 
new home. Hoovervilles were “shantytowns that cropped up across the nation, primarily on the outskirts of major cities” 
(“Hoovervilles”). However, despite the conditions at the camps (for example, many people slept in shelters made out of 
cardboard boxes), Hoovervilles opened doors for people. Hoovervilles offered a sense of community; a migrant could find 
food and shelter, and most important, a sympathetic ear: “The one place where the young hobo was assured a welcome 
was the ‘jungle,’ as the hobo camps were called” (Uys). People helping people defined these “hobo camps” or Hoovervilles. 
In a time when everything was scarce, Hoovervilles offered people a place where generosity and compassion were 
practiced. Even though the door of a home had closed for some people, the door of community help had opened.

Poor labor conditions closed another door for people during the Great Depression, resulting in a door opening with the 
formation of unions. Manufacturer workers had “no rights” and could be fired for any reason (“GM Strike Video”). For 
example, people did not have job security if they got hurt at work; if they could not perform their job, a worker would 
simply be let go without pay. If a worker lost his job, often he would face additional hardships, like losing his home. 
Protected employment was a necessity for people so that they could depend on their wages to pay their bills and feed 
their families. As a result of this closed door, workers banded together to form unions, an action that resulted in opening 
doors for countless people. The union’s purpose was for workers to help other workers. They helped each other by 
organizing “sit-downs” and bravely standing up to injustice, eventually securing workplace rights as a result of their 
protests and strikes. Because of their actions, “the auto worker became a different human being” (“GM Strike Video”). The 
people who formed unions and organized protests successfully opened doors for all future workers to have legal rights 
that could not be taken away by an employer.

Few periods in American history have been as catastrophic as the Great Depression was for so many millions. It 
closed doors for many, sometimes doors that would stay slammed shut. Yet for some, even with those closed doors of 
homelessness and unemployment, doors were opened. Sometimes, people found community and joined unions. For these 
people, the Great Depression was a positive and negative experience, where hardship was countered by the strength of 
the human spirit.
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Directions: 
1. Use the Painted Essay Template to annotate the Exemplar Explanatory

Essay below.
2. Be sure to include the all parts of the explanatory essay when you write

your essay.
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Page 2 of 2

ToSEEC Explanatory Essay Model 

Introduction

Hook

Introduce

Thesis & Preview

Body Paragraph 1 
(Supporting Point 1)

Body Paragraph 2 
(Supporting Point 2)

Topic Statement: Topic Statement: 

Evidence: 
Citation:

Elaboration: Evidence: 
Citation:

Elaboration:

Evidence: 
Citation:

Elaboration: Evidence: 
Citation:

Elaboration:

Concluding Statement: Concluding Statement:

Conclusion
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Essay Writing  

Introductory Paragraph 

Instructions: Your end goal will be to construct a 4-paragraph essay answering the question, 

Did American’s views of slavery change as a result of the Civil War? Why or Why not? 

Think about the groups of people you read about and how they viewed slavery. 

Group/Person Views of Slavery 
Before the Civil War 

Views of Slavery 
During/After the Civil War 

Abraham 
Lincoln 

Enslaved Black 
Men and 
Women 

White 
Landowners in 
the Southern 
States 

Abolitionists  in 
the Northern 
States 

White Property 
Owners in 
Northern 
States 

Day 17
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Today, you will write your introductory paragraph. 

Remember! An introductory paragraph should include the following: 

● Hook: Catch your audience’s attention.

● Introduce: Introduce your audience to the topic.

● Thesis: State your essential idea about the topic, and preview

your supporting points. This is like the topic sentence of the

entire essay.

Use the organizer below to outline your introduction. 

Introductory Paragraph Outline 

Hook 
What can you say to 
immediately make 
your reader 
interested in the 
topic? (For example, 
ask a question, give a 
quotation, give a 
surprising statistic, 
etc.) 

Introduce 
Summarize 
background 
information (think of 
the who, what, 
where, when, and 
why). 

Thesis 
Restate the prompt 
and preview the main 
points of your essay 
(you can go back and 
revise this after 
writing your essay). 

Some Americans’ views of slavery _________________________________ 

during the Civil War, while others’ views ___________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________. 
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Using your outline, write your introductory paragraph below: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Essay Writing  

Outlining Body Paragraphs 

Instructions: Today, you will outline your body paragraphs, but first, you need to decide if you 

are organizing your essay in chronological order or compare/contrast. 

Essay Structure Choices 

Chronological Order 

Chronological order means to explain events 
in the time sequence that they happened. 

Compare/Contrast 

Compare/contrast means to explain how 
things are similar AND how they are 
different. 

Example: 

First, the egg was laid in a nest. 
Then, the egg hatched into a chick. 
Next, the chick grew up into an adult hen. 
Finally, she started laying her own eggs. 

Example: 

Both chicken eggs and adult chickens are the 
same animal. 
However, there are differences. 
Eggs are smaller and round, and the baby 
chicken grows inside them. 
Adult chickens protect themselves and eggs 
from predators. 

Consider the essay question: “Did American’s views of slavery change as a result of the Civil 
War? Why or Why not?” 

What would you put in chronological order 
for this essay? 
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

What would you be comparing and 
contrasting for this essay? 
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

You must choose ONE! Which will you use, chronological order or compare/contrast, and why? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Instructions: Now you will outline your body paragraphs either based on chronological order or 

compare/contrast. Ask yourself: what are the two main ideas that support your thesis? 

Two main ideas that support thesis, in chronological order or in compare/contrast: 

1. __________________________________________s’ views changed during the Civil War.

2. __________________________________________s’ views also changed during the Civil

War.

These two main ideas will become the topic sentences (ToS) for each of your body paragraphs. 

Remember! A body paragraph follows ToS.E.E.E.E.C: 

● ToS: Topic sentence introduces what the paragraph is about.

● Point #1 answers the prompt.

● E: Evidence provides text evidence supporting your idea.

● E: Elaboration explains your evidence.

● Point #2 answers the prompt.

● E.E: A second set of evidence and elaboration further develops

your idea. 

● C: Conclusion summarizes the idea of your paragraph.

Instructions: Draft your body paragraphs in the organizers on the next pages. 
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Body paragraph 1 

ToS 

__________________________________________s’ views changed during the Civil 

War. 

Point #1 

_________________________________________believed _______________________ 

______________________________________________________ before the Civil 

War. 

Evidence 1 
According to _________________________, “________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________.” 

Elaboration 
________________ thought that if _________________________________________, 

then ___________________________________________________________________. 

Point #2 

However, _____________________________believed _______________________ 

_________________________________________________ after the Civil War 

started. 

Evidence 2 
According to _________________________, “________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________.” 

Elaboration 
________________ thought that if _________________________________________, 

then ___________________________________________________________________. 
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Conclusion 
As a result, _____________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________. 

Write your first body paragraph below: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Body paragraph 2 

ToS 

__________________________________________s’ views also changed during the 

Civil War. 

Point #1 

_________________________________________believed _______________________ 

______________________________________________________ before the Civil 

War. 

Evidence 1 
According to _________________________, “________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________.” 

Elaboration 
________________ thought that if _________________________________________, 

then ___________________________________________________________________. 

Point #2 

However, _____________________________believed _______________________ 

_________________________________________________ after the Civil War 

started. 

Evidence 2 
According to _________________________, “________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________.” 

Elaboration 
________________ thought that if _________________________________________, 

then ___________________________________________________________________. 
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Conclusion 
As a result, _____________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________. 

Write your second body paragraph below: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 19 

❏ 1. Watch “Add a Logical Conclusion.” Open the camera app on your phone to watch. 
❏ 2. Write a conclusion paragraph.  

❏ 3. Complete Self-Editing Checklist. 
❏ 4. Revise essay. 

❏ 5. Fluency Practice 
❏ Read the passage out loud.  
❏ Rate yourself using the checklist.  
❏ Read to someone else.  
❏ Ask the person you read with to rate you using the checklist. 

❏ 6. Set a Goal. I will be successful if I __________________________________________________________________ 
To meet my goal, I should ___________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
I will know I have reached my goal when _______________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

Day 20 

❏ 1. Choose a product from the menu and complete the activity. 

❏ 2. Fluency Practice 
❏ Read the passage out loud.  
❏ Rate yourself using the checklist.  
❏ Read to someone else.  
❏ Ask the person you read with to rate you using the checklist. 

❏ 3. Reflect. Did you meet your goal? __________________________________________________________ 
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Essay Writing  

Concluding Paragraph 

Instructions: Today, you will write your final paragraph! First, think about what makes a strong 

conclusion. 

Remember! A good conclusion should: 

● Re-state your ideas (everything is tied together in a neat, easy-to-

understand package).

● Bring a sense of closure to your reader’s mind.

● Connect your ideas to a bigger picture. Tell your reader why they

should care about this topic!

Thinking about this, outline your conclusion. An outline does not need to be in complete 

sentences. 

Concluding Paragraph Outline 

Re-state 
Remind your reader 
of the purpose of 
the essay (in other 
words, restate the 
thesis). 

Closure 
Make your reader 
feel they understand 
the topic; closure 
should create a 
bridge between 
your restating your 
ideas and the 
bigger picture.  

Bigger picture 
Give a reason why 
your reader should 
care about this 
topic. Did it change 
the world? Does it 
affect us today? 
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Write your concluding paragraph below: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Essay Writing  

Publishing the Essay 

Instructions: Today, you will bring your essay together, revising and editing as needed. Your 

essay can either be written on separate paper or typed, but make sure to use the editing 

checklist to catch any mistakes you have made! 

Editing Checklist 

Capitalization 

❏ Are all proper names capitalized?
❏ Is the first letter of every sentence capitalized?
❏ Is everything else in lower case?

Spelling 

❏ Did you run spell check or look up words you aren’t sure of?
❏ Are the homonyms all correct? (Ex. there/they’re/their, to/too/two, etc.)
❏ Did you double-check the spelling of names (spell check can miss these!)?

Punctuation 

❏ Is there a period (or other appropriate punctuation mark) at the end of every
sentence?

❏ Do all possessives have an apostrophe? (ex. the students’ books, John’s idea)

Citations 

❏ Is all directly cited text evidence in quotation marks?
❏ Do all citations have the page number in parentheses at the end of the sentence?

Transitions 

❏ Are the transitions doing the right job? (Ex. The conclusion starts with a conclusion
transition like “Ultimately.”)

❏ Are all ideas clearly linked for the reader?

Word Bank of Transition Phrases 

Introduce Sequence Alternative 
Viewpoint 

Same Idea, 
Different Way 

Adding more Adding 
Emphasis 

For example 
For instance 
Namely 
Including 

First 
Next 
Another 
Finally 

By contrast 
However 
Although 
In fact 

In that case 
In other words 
Or 

In addition 
Besides 
Similarly 
Furthermore 

In conclusion 
All the same 
After all 
Despite 
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5th Grade Civil War 
Product Menu 

Directions: 
1. Consider everything you have learned over the last few weeks about the Civil War.
2. Choose one of the products to showcase your learning.
3. Create the product and share it with someone.

Relationship Ideas 
Video Tutorial: Write a script and create a video 

that teaches someone your age or younger about 
the topic you researched. Be sure to include 

vocabulary specific to your topic.  

Analysis of Argument 
Podcast: Pretend that you are being interviewed 
on a Podcast as an expert on the topic you read 
about. Create a list of questions you might be 

asked and draft the answers to the questions. Be 
sure to include the name of the podcast and the 

name of the host.  

Relationship Ideas 
Puzzle: Draw a diagram or a word web with 

pictures illustrating how the key ideas in your 
text(s) are related. Turn your web or diagram over 
and draw puzzle pieces. Cut out the puzzle pieces. 
Share your puzzle with someone else and explain 

to them how the ideas are related.  

Point of View and Purpose 
Photo Walk: Take a series of pictures using the 
environment around you that shows how life 
today is different from the time period you 

studied. Write captions for each picture describing 
how each aspect of life reflected in your picture is 

different from life during the time period you 
studied. 
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