
Update on rising 
food prices

Understanding the crisis
Mitigating its consequences 
Preparing for the next crisis

As delivered to the 15th System Council meeting 
Tuesday 8 March 2022



The Ukraine and Russia crisis will have an immediate and 
direct impact on many countries



Food prices were already on the rise
The Ukraine-Russia crisis will impact countries directly or indirectly
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A dire situation beyond the food markets: input prices and the next 
harvest



Policy responses matter during crisis (and after)!

Trade sanctions should avoid food and fertilizer businesses. Humanitarian operations should not be disrupted

Avoiding a spiraling crisis on global and regional markets through additional trade restrictions by exporters

Addressing global demand of crops for biofuels

Supporting an open and inclusive global trading system by favorizing the emergence of new actors

Protecting consumers during the storm: the role of social safety net

Making sure that farmers have access to inputs for the next planting season 

Long term repurposing of food policy spending's: realigning incentives for products and consumers
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more than 25 news stories in major 
news outlets

Ukraine crisis raising global food security concerns

Press Conference:
19 news outlets

Blog: More than 6000 views in a few days 
compared to 600 in average
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Providing accurate and relevant 
information in a middle crisis is 

not about improvisation

Rapid response is built in capacity, 
expertise, models, data, that took years 
to build and constant efforts to maintain

Investment in the capacity & 
infrastructure for policy analysis and 

rapid response

1CG pooled funding is fit for purposeAfter COVID-19, this new crisis 
demonstrates our capacity to response

We are researchers, not 
pundits 

Being ready and up-to-date 
has a cost



Addressing the regional concerns: Immediate actions for the 
production system in MENA
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• Sufficient rainfall in the Middle East and West Asian countries would 
encourage rainfed spring planting of spring wheat and barley in 
countries such as Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, etc. 

• Morocco: planting barley in the highlands, 
encourage wheat barley mixtures up to 50%

• Egypt is piloting wheat barley mixtures up to 30%

• In irrigated areas (Egypt, Sudan etc.) planting of staple 
crops wheat, maize rice, sorghum, millets; 



Preventing Crisis at the heart of our strategy
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CGIAR has been working silently for years to keep 
stability 

70% Wheat in the world comes from varieties 
developed by CGIAR (CIMMYT/ICARDA)

Research that is multi-disciplinary, transparent, 
and directed toward improving the resiliency of 
the food system and societies in case of 
unavoidable shocks triggering multiple 
breadbasket failures

o A focus on globally important risks to the cereals 
(wheat maize) systems 

o A focus on biophysical shocks that may be able to 
be forecast through continuous monitoring and 
early warning systems

Innovation, knowledge, soil science and 
enhanced practices for sustainable and 
strategic use of soil nutrients



Appendix –
Additional 
information
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Rapid implementation of RII in the mayor cereal 
importing countries

Global thematic initiatives respond to demand from Regionally Integrated Initiatives  (RIIs); at the same time, RIIs 
adapt, apply, and amplify the outcomes of CGIAR research with regions and countries.
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www.cgiar.org

One CGIAR and the Integrated 
Agri-food Systems Initiative: From 
short-termism to transformation 
of the world’s food systems 
(plos.org)

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0252832
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• Action Research
• Research in context 
• Research at scale in living labs

Gardeazabal et al., 2020
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14778238.2021.1884010
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