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IMPROVING PRACTICES & POLICIES FOR FOOD SAFETY 

IN ARUSHA & MBEYA 

Participatory Food Safety System 



Rikolto 
A network organization

50 years experience in 

partnering with food system 

actors across 19 countries  

Mission: 

To ensure sustainable income for 

farmers and nutritious, affordable 

food for everyone 

- Food systems approach 

- Inclusive Business Approach 

- Evidence for impact 

- Sustainable Rice Programme 

- Coffee & Cocoa Programme 

- Good Food For Cities 

Programme 



Food Safety Concerns in Arusha & Mbeya 

Food risk assessment in 

FF&V – Arusha 

Food risk assessment in 

FF&V – Mbeya  



Participatory Food Safety System 

- A voluntary certification system based on 
trust and active participation of actors

- Less costly, requires less administrative 
burden and complexity, is participatory in 
its approach, and focused on building 
capacities and trust of the food chain 
actors

- It aims to guarantee food safety and 
specifically to make safe food available, 
affordable, and guaranteed for all  

How it works 



Achievements  
- Development of guidelines & checklist for food safety (adoption of Codex & 

Global GAP) 

- Capacity building of actors: 630 market vendors, 1880 farmers & 60 
transporters

- 750 MT of safe fruits and vegetables traded between farmers and market 
vendors 

- Policy brief for food safety developed: Mbeya City Council includes PFSS in 
their planning & budgeting 

- Financing for market stalls & market vendors leveraged through commercial 
finance (40M CRDB, 35k Euros market stall investment by AFL)

- Visibility of safe food actors :Google map & chakula bora brand



Multistakeholder processes on food 
safety   



Lessons Learnt & Recommendations

-Consumers are not aware of food safety, 
more investment is needed to create 
awareness 

-To effectively work, PFSS needs to be 
accompanied by market infrastructure 
improvement

-The market authorities and committees have 
a role in enforcing market bylaws & 
regulations. They need to be empowered to 
do this

-Traceability of produce coming out of Arusha 
& Mbeya could be difficult – National level 
intervention on food safety is needed 



Thank You
hilda.okoth@rikolto.org

https://eastafrica.rikolto.org

Email

Website

http://hilda.okoth@rikolto.org
https://eastafrica.rikolto.org/
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