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1. Context
• Vegetable crops play an important role in food and nutrition security and 

are a source of income for actors involved in their value chains 
(Schreinemachers et al., 2018)

• In Benin, the production, availability and accessibility of vegetable crops 
remain limited (MAEP, 2017). 

• Due to several constraints including : low availability of production inputs, 
in particular quality seeds of improved varieties (MAEP, 2021)

• Access to quality seeds of productive varieties occupies an important place 
in Beninese government’s strategy for agricultural development  (PSDSA 

2017-2025; PNIASAN, 2017-2021)



1. Context

• National Strategy for the Development of the Plant 
Seeds sub-sector (2022-2026) with the objective of :

Improve the availability and accessibility of quality 
seeds for high-value crops, in order to increase the rate 
of use of seeds of improved varieties from 20% to 50% 

by 2026.

• Specific features of vegetable seeds not taken into 
account in this general strategy document 



1. Context
• Why the importance of having an operational strategy document specific to 

vegetables, to support the implementation of the government's overall strategy.

Objective of the seed roadmap 

Contribute to strengthening vegetables seed systems by providing stakeholders 
with a package of priority actions to be implemented in a synergistic dynamic.



1. Context



2. Methodology

• Participatory process conducted by team 
composed of a representative of :

▪ Ministry of Agriculture’ technical 
directorate (Plant Production 
Directorate/National Seed Committee)

▪ National Agricultural research Institute 
(INRAB)

▪ Agricultural Universities

▪ World Vegetable Center (as facilitator)



2. Methodology

1. Literature review

Identify the various legislative and regulatory texts existing at the regional 
and national levels that govern the seed sector in general and vegetable 
seeds in particular

2. Individual consultations of stakeholders 

Surveys of stakeholder organizations involved in the vegetable seed sector, using a 
tailored questionnaires. Data on their roles, interventions, results obtained, constraints 
and challenges collected. 



2. Methodology

3. Multi-stakeholders workshops 

• Analyze the current vegetable seed systems

• Identify, by consensus, the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities 
and threats (SWOT) associated with each segment of the seed 
chain

• Make consensus on the main constraints

• Formulate a vision, ambitions, and define strategic actions to be 
implemented



2. Methodology
4. Finalization of the document and Official handover to MoA 



2. Methodology

Stakeholders

Research Institutions 
and agricultural 

Universities 
(INRAB _ WorldVeg _ 
FSA/UAC _ FA/UP _ 

UNA)

MoA 
Directorates and 

Agencies 
(DPV _ DDAEP _ 

ATDA)

Seed 
Producers’ 

associations
(FNPS _ 
ANaSeB)

Farmers’ 
associations

(FéNoMa) International seed 
companies

(East West Seed _ 
Rijk Zwaan, Bénin 

Semences)

NGOs and Projects
(PADMAR_ 

PAIAVO_ACED, CRS 
_ EJASA/SNV)

SEED 
ROADMAP



3. Status of vegetables seed systems in Benin 

• Importance of 
formal and 
informal seed 
systems by 
vegetable type 

• Vegetables seed systems

• 80% of vegetables 
seeds used are 
supplied by the 
informal systems 
(MAEP, 2021)



3. Status of vegetables seed systems in Benin 

Existing regulatory framework 

• Seed regulations in Benin : laws, decrees, orders and 
Strategic documents 

• National regulations are aligned on the Regulation 
C/REG.04/2008 on the harmonization of rules governing 
the quality control, certification and marketing of seeds 
and planting materials within the ECOWAS zone 
(ECOWAS, 2008)



3. Status of vegetables seed systems in Benin 

Existing regulatory framework 
16 national seed regulations including :

• National seed policy (MAEP, 2015)
• General Technical Regulations for the production, marketing, quality control,  certification 

and packaging of seeds and seedlings in the Republic of Benin (Decree 
n°176/MAEP/DCAB/SGM/DRH/DPQC/SA of June 7, 2010)

• Specific technical regulations (RTA) approved by ministerial decree (13 crops, including 9 
vegetables) (2019)

• Several decrees establishing Variety Catalogue(CaBEV), creating the national plant seed 
committee (CNSV), etc.



3. Status of vegetables seed systems in Benin 

Organizational 
framework  of 
formal seed systems



3. Status of vegetables seed systems in Benin 

National Variety Catalogue (CABeV)

Species List A List C

Tomato 03 02

Pepper 01 02

Onion 0 01

Gboma 0 01

TOTAL 04 06

Exotic species TAVs

Tomato Okra

Pepper Amarante

Onion Celosia

Tchiayo (African
Basilic)

Gboma

Jute Mallow



3. Status of vegetables seed systems in Benin 

Certified seed production level 

• Local certified seed production 
dominated by Individual seed
producers

• Average production in 2022 : 831 Kg 
(Tomato, chili pepper, leafy
vegetables and Okra)

• Supply lower than the demand for 
these crops 



3. Status of vegetables seed systems in Benin 

Forecast of vegetable seed demand for next 5 years  

393 t
345 t

303 t

235 t

450 t



4. Main constraints identified along the vegetable 
seed chain 

• Low availability of specialized human resources in vegetable breeding in the public and private 
sector and in seed inspection at the Directorate of Plant Production (DPV) and at the 
Departmental Directorates of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries (DDAEP)

• Lack of investment in vegetable breeding by the public and private sectors 

• Long duration (about two years) for variety registration and release

• Lack of information on the cost for variety release and registration in the Beninese Catalog of 
Species and Varieties (CaBeV) ;



4. Main constraints identified along the vegetable 
seed chain 

• The delay in seed certification due to the centralization of the process and the lack 
of resources (financial, materials, inspectors) of DPV and DDAEP

• Inefficient seed distribution network of the formal sector that only covers part of the 
country

• Lack of resources of the National Plant Seed Committee (CNSV) the body in charge of 
seed policies and regulations implementation



5. Keys actions to strengthen vegetables seed 
systems in Benin 
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5. Keys actions to strengthen vegetables seed 
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6. Outputs and Lessons learned 



• Strategic partnership with MAEP, Structure leading the process

• Projects: FRESH, SAFEVEG, and CGT: Synergies and resources mutualization

• Involvement of key stakeholders: DPV, INRAB, Universities, DDAEP, Seed producers associations 
and seed companies and others active project in the seed sector

• Limit of the document : lack of budget estimates for the implementation of identified actions

6. Outputs and Lessons learned 



7. Ongoing interventions derived from the seed roadmap

• Capacity building of seed producers on 
quality seed and seedlings  production of 
improved vegetable varieties

• Awareness campaign of Seed producers 
on existing regulations



• Ongoing registration of over 30 improved vegetable 
varieties in the national catalog of varieties (SafeVeg and 
CGT)

7. Ongoing interventions derived from the seed roadmap



• Contribution to funding the meetings of the National seed committee to speed up variety 
release process (SafeVeg, FRESH and CGT)

• Partnership with INRAB for variety testing and selection (On-station and on-farm participatory 
trials)

• Organization field days to 
showcase varieties 

• Distribution of seed kits to 
create the demand for new 
improved varieties

7. Ongoing interventions derived from the seed roadmap



• Contribution of others project (EJASA/SNV  _  ACMA3 _ PADMAR _ etc. ) to the 
funding of several activities includes in the vegetables seed roadmap

• Under TAAT II : a Global seed roadmap being developed for Benin government” 
priority crops including vegetables assorted with budget. WorldVeg is leading 
Vegetable part ( Budget estimated for the  implementation of actions identified on 
vegetables seed roadmap and included in the global seed roadmap)

7. Ongoing interventions derived from the seed roadmap



Thank You
lys.aglinglo@worldveg.org

https://avrdc.org/ 

Email

Website

https://worldveg.tind.io/record/75823/files/e15160.pdf 
https://worldveg.tind.io/record/75811/files/e15153.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bdxSXalKbIo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saVwZ4Uggw4

mailto:lys.aglinglo@worldveg.org
https://avrdc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bdxSXalKbIo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bdxSXalKbIo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bdxSXalKbIo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saVwZ4Uggw4
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