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• Fruit genetic resources and their diversity

• Vegetable genetic resources and their diversity

• Root and tuber crop diversity

• Collections, conservation, seed systems’ issues

• Gap analysis, prioritizing F&V, target regions for 
future collection and conservation under FRESH

• Opportunities to monitor biodiversity and rescue 
threatened F&V diversity using CCA

• Barriers and constraint facing promotion of 
underutilized F&V

• Enabling policy environment and opportunities 
for future cross cutting actions

Sri Lanka is a global hotspot of unique,
 novel fruit and vegetable biodiversity
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Sri Lanka’s hotspots for neglected
and underutilized fruit and vegetable
diversity

• Fruit genetic resources & their diversity
 (230 species belonging to 57 families)

• Indigenous and leafy vegetables genetic 
resources & their diversity

 (105 species belonging to 47 families)

• Root and tuber genetic resources & their 
diversity

 (19 species belonging to 5 families)



3

Locations of PGRC exploration missions 
and germplasm collection sites for 10 
priority leafy vegetables
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• Quantitative data on consumption of traditional 
and indigenous F&V is scarce

• Survey of 100 HH in Maharagama Divisional 
Secretariat Division, 0.4% consumed underutilized 
fruits daily, 3.6% frequently, 24% periodically, 28% 
rarely and 44% never.

Constraints to consumption of
traditional fruits and vegetables
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Providing 
Evidence

Influencing 
Policy/Markets

Raising 
Awareness

Over 15 years working on climate smart,
 nutritious fruits & vegetables
 in Sri Lanka
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Hela Bojun, ‘True Taste of Sri Lanka’, women-led food outlets

Raising awareness and understanding about climate smart, nutritious
traditional fruits and vegetables



www.cgiar.org

Connecting the dots: creating demand for climate 
smart, nutrient-rich fruits and vegetables

• Focus on mainstreaming climate smart, nutrient-rich fruits and 
vegetables into schools

• Greater cross-country sharing and learning around climate smart, 
nutrient-rich fruits and vegetables and their promotion 

• Strengthen policy alignment and coherence where opportunities 
present:

 - Agriculture and nutrition policies, plans, strategies

 - Climate and nutrition: GAIN I-CAN Baseline Assessment 
2023 (COP29)

 - Biodiversity and nutrition: GAIN I-CAN Evaluation NBSAPs 
2024 (COP16)

 - Climate, Biodiversity and Nutrition nexus: Where can BDN 
contribute?



Schools as platforms for transformative change

Pastorino et al. (2024) Lancet Planetary Health
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GAIN I-CAN Baseline Assessment 2023
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www.cgiar.org

Some final key messages

• Formally recognize these prioritized 
indigenous vegetables and fruits e.g. 
Brazil

• Incorporate prioritized IVs (& fruits) 
when revising FBDGs, not only 
nutrient-rich and diversifying diets but 
they also address environmental 
considerations and climate-resilience 

• From this other things can flow:
 - More R&D budgetary support
 - Nutrition-sensitive programs
 - School-based programs
 - Social protection programs
 - Repurposing policies & subsidies

IIIIVs



Thank you very much!
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